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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON 

^ Lettre tit J. Pasion^ Armig.,Jrom hh wife^ shewing hh 
impHsGnmcni in the Fhcte.^ 

RYTH worchcpfuU husbond, I recomand me to yow. 
Plcsyt yow to wet that 1 rcccj^d yowyr Icttyr 
that ye sent me by John Holme on Wednyaday last 
past, and also I receywd a nothyr lettyr on Fryday at nyt, 

I [From Fenrij iv. 133.] This letter i; iicribed by Fenn to Iht yen 14&5, 
in contt^ufTKv of (he anutioti T9 John PiuTon^i impriioQmenr m thp Fleet. BliF 
there were more occuioQB Ihwi one on which he waa tonhned there. Fenn him^lF 
knew of two- Paston wa* CQfnmiHed to the FIret, afi we ktiow Troiii William 
Worc»ter, or Saturddy, the ^rd November 1464. He wog also con^ned there in 
AugXLit and September 1465, 9nd m;iy very pni^iitily hive been reLeaieJ by the begin- 
niog of November- But 1 am inclined <□ thjnk this lelEer refers to an impnaDnmenE 
priof 10 either of theae. For, in the fini plare, the newi nf it itemi only to have been 
recent. It had b«:arne general aubjeot of convenation at Norwich^ ' on Saturday last,' 
wherraJi m 14^3 it miift have been biiowa tno monthi earlier, Secondlf, Sir William 
Cbamberlainr whote iid^uence Sir Thomas Howei, hopei will be of (crvice, must have 
died In the ipiing of i4&»- According to BlomeliTld {Hiii. 0/" Norfelk^ i. ]ai), hip. 
w^U waa dated tbc 3rd March i^ti (which would be in the inodem computation 
1461), and was proved on ibe aict April 1462. It may be pretumed, therefore, that 
on receiving the letter from his brother Clement (No. 484)1 written on the jitb 
October 1461, John Pii^ton hastened up to London cmd wia immediately thrown inra 

Ipriwa. By vhi^ lettet, however, we tind that he wai toon afterwarda releaKd, and 
nil gR3r Fnemy Howard lent to priion in hii ttead. 
^ There ii no direction to the letterj but the word* ftboT« inserted srr written in 
an ancient band upon the back of It. — F. 
VOL. rv. — \ I 
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that yc sent me by Nycolas Ncwmanys man, of the whychc 
lettyrs I thane yow ; for I schold ellys a* thowt that it had be 
wcrs with yow than it hathc be, or schal be, by the grace of 
Almyty God. And yet I kowd not be mery, sethyii I had the 
last lettyr tyll thys day that the Meyir sent to me, and sent 
me werd that he had knowlege for very trowthe that yc wer 
delyveryd owt of the Fletj and that Howard was comytyd to 
ward for djrvers grec compleynts that wer mad to the Kyng of 
hym. It was talkyd \n Norwychc and in dyvers othyr plasys 
in the contrc on Satcrday last past, that ye wer comytyd to 
Flct, and in good fcyth, as I herd scy, the pepylc was ryth 
sory ther of, bothe of Norwyche and in the contre. Yc ar 
ryth myche bownde to thank God, and all tho that love yow, 
that ye have so grct love of the pepyll as yc have. Ye ar 
myche behold to the Meyir ^ and to Gylbcrd,' and to dyvcrs 
otnyr of the aldyrmen, for feythfully they owe yow good wyll 
to ther porys- 

I have spoke with Syr Thomas Howys for swyche thyngys 
as ye wrot to me for, and he promysyd me that he schold 
labour it aftyr yowyr intent as fast as he kowd ; and in good 
feyth, as my brodyr and Playter kan tell yow, as be hys scying 
to us, he is and wole be feythfull to yow. And as for Wylliam 
Wyrccstyr, he hathc be set so up on the hone, what by the 
parson and by othyr, as my brodyr and Playter schall telle 
yoW| that they hope he wole do well i now- The parson seyd 
ryth well and pleynly to hym. The parson tolde me that he 
had spook with Syr Wylliam Chambyrleyn," and with hys 
wyfe, and he thynkyth that they wole do well r now aftyr 
yowyr intent, so that they be pLesantly intrctyd. The parson 
toldc me that he wyst well that Syr Wylliam Chambyrleyn 
cowd do more ese in swyche matyers as ye wrot of, towchyng 
my Lord of Bedford,* than ony man kowd do that leveyth at 

i Williann Norwich was Mayor of Norwich in 1461, 
1 John Gilbert was Mayor in 1459 and in r4&4- Hf di^d in 1471- 
> Sir Williun Chamlii^rlain ofCtdding^SiilTbllc,! Knig^i of the Ganrr, who had 
»rvH undtr ihe Regenr Bedford in the Frcnrh wan. He married Anne, daughirr 
and h«lr of Sir Robert de Herltng, who, though shr lon^ survived him, and had two 
hufthandi 3-fter hirrip fhc lecond of whom wai John, Lord Srrope of Bcltcn, mas 
buried fay her own deKire bc^dr hc^r fi[xt hatband, in ihe channl of Herling Chureh 
1 John, Dofcc of Bedford, Rcgenr of France, died ar Parii in 143 j.-^-F. 
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thys day. Also he tolde me that he felt by hem that they 
wold owe yow ryth goad wyll, so that ye wold owe hem good 
wyll. The parson hopyth verily to make yow acordyd when 
he comyth to London. 

Item, my brodyr and Playtcr wer with Calthorp* to inquer 
of the mater that ye wrot to me of. What answer he gave 
hem, they schall tell yow, 1 sent the Parson of Heylysdon ' 
to Gurnay ^ ro spek to hym of the same mater, and he scyth 
fcythcfully thcr was no swyche thyng desyiryd of hym, and 
thow it had be desyiryd, he wold nowthyr a' scyd nor done a 
yens yow. He scyd he had ever fownde you lovyng and 
feythftiU to hym, and so he seyd he wold be to yow to hys 
power, and desyiryng me that I wold not thynk hym the con- 
trary. As for John Gros, he is at Slolc ; ther for he myth not 
be spok with- 

I pray yow that yc wolc send me word whcdyr ye wolc 
that i schall rcmcve frome hens, for it begynyth to wax a cold 
abydyng her. Syr Thomas Howys and John Rus schall make 
an end of all thyngys aftyr yoviyr intent, as myche as they can 
do ther in this wek^ and he purposyth to come forward lo yow 
on the Monday next aftyr Seynt Leonardys Day. 

My brodyr and Playlcr schold a be with yow er thys tym, 
but that they wold a byd tyl thys day wcr past, be cause of the 
schycr. I spok to my brodyr Wylliam as ye bad me, and he 
told me, so God hym help, that he hyryd ij. horse ij, dayis be 
for that ye redyn, that he myth a' ryde forthe with yow ; and 
be cause that yc spak not to hym to rydc with yow, he seyd 
that he wend' ycwold* have had hym with yow. 

Thomas Fastolfys modyr was her on the next day aftyr 
yc wcr rcdyn, to have spoke with yow for hyr sonc. Schc* 
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■ l^Mtrf, if Sir Williim Callhorpr, Knight, High Sherijf of Norfolk, etc., in 
1464, 4i;ct died ¥ery old in i^^^. — F- 

* Thomas Hcrt was imiituicti to the Rccto^ of Hdlcidon in 1448.— F. 

■ Tbomu GuriKry af Norwich, Ew-, died in 1+71. — F> 

* 'Woud* in Fenn in the original (cxl^ buL tbJs ii cvidentljr i miipriDL. The 
rifhi'hanci tupy fcaiis *vcnd,^ i.f. weened or thought, and the note jmmcdialdj 
folkming thovfi that thitwaa the reading tpicndcd, 

* The woid * not ' secma here to have been omitted in the original letter- — F. 
' The noid ' He ^ occun in the lejct before ' Schcj' but ts evidently a miBtohc. 
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prayith yow, at the rev?rens of God, that ye wole be hys good 
mastyr, and to help hym in hys ryth, that he may have horn 
hys lyvelod owt of ther handys that have had it in hys nown- 
age. Schc seyth that they wold mak hym a yer yongcr than 
he is, but schc seych that he is more thane xxj., and upon that 
5chc dare take an othe. 

And the Blyssyd Trynyte have yow in Hys kepyng, and 
send yow good sped in all yowyr matyrs, and send the vyctary 
of at] yowyr enmyis. 

Wretyn in hast, on Sowlemas Daye,' 

By yowyrs, M. P. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON = 

To my ryih worchepfull [hus^bon^y John Paston, be ihys 
delyz-eryd in hast. 

■Of. 30 X^ YTH worchepfuU husbond, 1 recomand me to yow. 
■^ Plesyt yow to wet that I receyvyd yowyr lettyr that 
ye sent by the gold smyth, as thys day in the morn- 
yng. As for Syr Thomas, he sent mc word he schold to yow 
ward as on Twysday last past; if he faylc ony thyng that yc 
sent word he schold bryng with hym, it is not for no lak of 
remembrans, for 1 sent to hym thryis or fowyr tymys ther 
fofj and that he schold hast hym ther in. As for Rychard 
Call, he was not at home thys fortnyth. When he comyth 
1 schall do yowir crendya to hym ; and as for all yowyr odyr 
crcndys I schall do hem as well as I can. 1 sent yow a byll 
yestyrday by old Taverham, and a byll of Jone Gaynys mater, 
the whyche bylle I pray yow may be delyveryd to Thomas 
Playter, 1 spak to hym of the same mater or he yed hens, 
and I pray yow, if it plese yow, to geve hym yowyr avyse 
what yc thynk is best to do ther in. Schc scyth sche is ryth 

' All Soulu', oth«wi« SoTilman Day, md of Novcmhtr. — F, 

^ [From Riston mm , B.M-] This Itrttt ttpm* to have b*fn »iitr*n in i+fii^ (he 
yctT oF Julin FaaEOD'i greai dif.putp u'ich H^^xnnl. 
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sory, and if hyr old mastyr dcmcne hym not well to yow sche 
prayith yow that ye wole be hyr good mastyr^ and I that sche 
fare never the werse for hys defawtys. And also 1 pray yow 
that ye wcle be John Lysterys good mastyr in hys mater. He 
spak to Playier ther of, and Plnyter seyd he hopyd to fynd a 
mcne aftyr that he had spook with yow, that schold esc hym 
thcr in. I thank yow hcrtly for yowyr Icttyr^ for it was to 
me gret comfort to her fro yow, God knowyth my modyr 
and I thowt ryth longe tyll we herd tydyngys fro yow. A;iJ 
the biyssyd Trinite have yow m Hys kepyng. Wretyn in hast 
on Seynt Edmundys Day the Kyng. 

By yowyr M. P- 

The pepyll was nevyr bettyr dyspoayd to yow than they be 
at this Dwyr. The byll that Howard hathc mad a yens yow 
and odyr hathe set the pepylJ in thys centre a rore. God yevc 
grace it be no wcrsc than it is yct- 
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ROGER TAVERHAM TO JOHN PASTON> 

To my reverent and most he trusted maister^ John Paston, Es^uyer^ 
duelling in the Inner Temple^ be this ddyvered. 

RYGHT reverent and most be trusted maistcr, I rccom- Year 
maunde me in the most lowly wise un to your good and unccr- 
prevyd maysterchep, and desiring many days to here of tain 
your welfare, whiche I be sechc God encrese un to his plesauns 
and un to the prosperite and welfare of your person^ and of all 
youres. And 1 be sechc you of the good contynuaunce of 
your maysterchep at divcrscs tymes beior this writing shewed 
un to me ; and, sir, thcr is non man a Ivyc that I trust more to 
than 1 doo un to you, and I am your bedman, and so shall 

' [Fiom Fenn, iv. isi.J ThU Icner aid the ncn irf placed h*re merely for con- 
KDienot, Tht tvro irr cviJpnily ^amc years ipart in pcini of A:%xt^ ^r| nothing ii 
Quite clcir abouf the da(e nf eithcj, except ihai ihc lancr mu« have bfcu wririen in 
uie reign of Edward iv, and of couTiC before the death of John PasTon in 146^. 
Thiit which i» Krcral yrar& earlier than the cHher^ wak almost cerfainFy writicn in the 
rrign of Henry vi^ The writer was probably the ' old Tav^rhain ' mentioned by 
Maigarct FaMon in the ]a»r letter. 

5 
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remayn be the grace of God alJ tbe days of myn liff. And, 
sir. I suppose I shall never see you no more, nor non of myn 
frendes, whichc is to mc the grcttcst lamentacion that myght 
come un to myn hertc ; for, sir, by the grace of God, I shall go 
to Rome and in to oder holy places, to spendc myr\ dayes of 
this present liff in the servise of God. For I hadde lever liffe 
in gret tribulacion in the service of God in this present IJff, 
than for to folowe the wrclchcdnesse of this worlde. 

And, syr, of on thing I be scche specially your good 
maysterchep that ye wollc shew your good maistershcp un to 
my fader in tyme of his nede, and that ye woUe recomaunde 
me in the most lowly wise with all reverence un to his good 
fadcrhode, be sechyng hym that he wole yeff me every day, 
during the dayes of his liff, his patcrnall blissing. And I have 
marvaylc san that 1 have writcn so many letters un to hym be 
for this tyme, that I hadde never non letter ageyn, whichc is 
to me the grettesC lamentacion that ever come to my hert ; and 
nowe knowing that 1 shall never sec hym more, nor you, nor 
non other of my frendes, marvayle ye not thow sorowe is 
imprended in myn hert. 

But, reverent maistcr, myn singulcr trust rcmayneth nowc 
in your person, for, sir^ and it please you, 1 most ncdcs write 
un to your good maisterchep, in the whichc my most trust 
rcmayneth. For, syr, and it please you, as for myn inheritaunce 
and other things whichc shulde come to me after the deth of 
my fader, whoes ijff God preserve to his long plesauns, know- 
ing that I shall never com thcr, I hadde lever that by your 
good a vise that yc wolde take it unto you, for 1 hadde lever 
that ye hadde it rather than any person in the worlde during 
my liff, with ail the profites thcr of ; and if that ye wole make 
as good evidences for vou in that partye as ye can, and I shall 
a scale hem. And as you semeth best, and in the most secret 
wise, rcwle you in this mater. 

And, sir, 1 be scchc you to recomaunde mc in the most 
lowly wise to myn reverent Maiscer WUIiam Lumnour, scycng 
hym that I am and shall be his perpetuaU bedraan, and as ye 
thenk best, ye may telle hym of all these maters. And, syr, I 
be scche you to recomaunde me with all reverence un to my 
6 
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inastcrzs your wiF, ami Co all other maystcrs and frendcs then Year 
And, sir> that yc wolle thank the bringcr of this kcter, whichc unccr- 
hathe ben in my grct tribulacion my good frende ; ard» sir, tain 
whan ye speke with my fader, recomaunde me un to hym with 
all reverence, and sey un to hym I shall send hym a letter in all 
hast possible. 

And, syr, as for this mater, dcmene you as yc wolle, and I 
shall doo your plesauris as moche as in mc is, And^ reverent 
inajater, remittc mc summe letter by the bringer her of of all 
thcs maters, for he duellith with my Lorde, and he is ryght 
moche be trusted, for I knowe w^ele he wole yef a tendauuce un 
to you for to have summe letter from you ; for, syr, it shall 
not be longe or that I go to Roine^by the grace of God. And 
as sone as 1 have a letter from you at this tyme, 1 shall send 
you a nodcr agcyn. 

No more at this tyme, but the Holy Trinite have you in 
His blissed keping. Wreten at Sarum, the Monday aftyr 
Mydsomer Day. And lete these maters be kept secrete by 
jrour best a vise. 

Be youre poure servaunt, Roger Tavekham. 
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ROGER TAVERHAM TO JOHN PASTON i 

To my right wourshipful rnaisUr^ John PasSon^ 
Esquycr, kc shh klur dclyvcr^d. 

RIGHT wourshipful maister, I rccommaunde mc un to 1 46 'CO 
your maJstcrship, and I thank your maistership that 
hit pleased your maistership tosende me wourde a yen 
of my letter that I sende you by the brynger herof. Sir, as I 
am cnfourmcd, ye sent me wourde how that my fader was dcde 
long tyme passed, and also ye desired to knowe my titylle of 
ryghtp Sir, J am very hcyrc, by the disccas of my fader, to a 

' [Fiom FcuD, IV- 258'] Thtr Liicniion of Lord WfnLack in thJa letter prorca th^t 
|i Ciiiinoc be eailier cii^ H^J i ^^^ '^ ^^^ writer be, u hc have sui'jmscd, tbt 'old 
TAvertiam ' mciiCiDDed b^ Margaret pHEton u No. 4S1), \\ ii mwt probably of (hat 
jear- 
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i+fiif?) place called Keswyk, in Taverham, with all thcapportcnaunccz, 
and that comyth by enherytaunce and discentc to me, for 1 am 
the helder and heyre ; and chough my Lorde Cromwell' hath 
taken Thomas Taverham^ my yonger brother^ as warde for the 
same ciiheritaunce, that makerh no mater to mc, in so moche 1 
am helder brother. Whcr for 1 bescche you to sende me a 
letter of attournay made to you in my name in the strcngcst 
wiae that yc can, for to entrc in to the same lyvelodc, and 1 
shall ^se^ that, and than I shall do my service and feaute to 
the seid Lorde Cromwell in all thing as by the tenure of the 
same lyvelode of olde tyme aught to be done. And hcrin 1 
kno wcl! the King shal cause my Lorde Cromwcl to do mc 
bothe lawe and right ; arid also my Lorde Chaunceler, with 
odcr Lordes diverse, shall do the same. And, sir, 1 bcseche 
your maistership to do and to take possession in the saide place 
with the apportenaunce in short tyme, for losyng of the rent 
this yer passed. 

And, sir, as for the place of Attylbrigge that my moder in 
lawc now ducllith in, sir, your maistcrshcp shal right not 
[nau^/i£'\ attcmptc ther now in ; for my Lorde of Warwik* 
hath seen how the same place was yeven me by testament by 
Sir Roger Dallyng after the disease of my fader, whiche is redy 
to be shewed. And therupon my Lorde of Warwik hath 
comaunded certeyn gentilmen to entre in the same place, and 
your maistership hadde be moved thcr in or this, but for cause 
that yc love wel Lumpnour,^ and that my modcr in lawc is hia 
sister; but 1 knowc wel hit woul cost CCC/r., but that she 
shal be dispossedded of that pJace in short tyme. And, 
maister, how ye woul be rewled in the seid place of Keswyk, 
I be scche you to sende me wourde, as my sengler trust is in 
you ; for and ye woulde not take possession in the saide place, 
my Lorde Wcnlok' woulde have that ful faync, for all the 

' Huinphrey Boufchicf^ Lord CromwelJ, w creifed in 14.61^ 

1 Richird NcvHIc, Eatl of Waivrjck. 

^ VVillmm Lumner^ of Mnnnington, in Norfolk, — F. 

' John Wcniock. vp-« crsitcd Biiran Wcniock in 1461 by Edward ir.j bu< he 
afterwords Icit tlif Vork p&ny, and jginEd thai of Lani'asicr. Hewat cleFi dovin with 
A baEtle-AKe by tlic Dukr of SamcrKi tar not croming up In (imc at the battle ol' 
Tewkesbury in 1+71, whereby ihat Hillfc waa kt^l. — F^ 

s 



EDWARD IV 

contray knowith while that while I lcve» I am heyr and non i46i(?) 
other. And therfor I beseche you in all hast scnde me wourde 
by the bryngger herof in hast, quia mora trahit penciilum. 
And, sir, I would come spekc with you. I am scke, arid may 
not goo ; but telle the brynggcr hcrofF all your cntent. For 
my liff duryng I hadde lever that yc haddc that place for \<i, 
than a nother man, thow he wouldc ycF me meche mony, ror 
your maistership ther shewed to me in my yong age* And 
God kcpe you, &c. 

Your chapeleyn, Roger Tavehham. 
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RiCriAU Calle td John PisTon. 

Stocc 1 left joa I hdvc received at Cotton ^"4 : ti*t with vli'ich I hEi¥c made 

SrdUEftcB of liDen shirts, &c. for you. Shall hjvc more money before Chriitmaa. 
fbetihsm, Jenney, nor none of h\s tarn ' come cot there sea' that 1 vsa there/ 
A Icltci of attorney is made for Nakton in your name to Sir John HcTcmagham, 
atid a rentai and fermal sent him. We k.cpc a court thii week at Cakolle but 
could get tittle money, nor (o much ac T paid my L^dy of SuffoTk'fl officen. 
Farmers will not occupy chi^re till appointment be made between Pastoa and 
Dcbenbam ; nor Riiyngctil! he Ikai from Paaion. Cm get no day for Miiutbj, 
They will not give a noble, nor ewn 6 Ghillingd, for a cow- Dcy occupiei your 
landft tbere dll you come home. Risiikge would take them and rhe closes at 
Cutre if he is qoc 10 have Calcoiie. The prestA shall be paid at aaan aa we get 
moDcyt I hope thi« week. Wheat 1 z^. a conib, biirley &/!., mail ^d. and itat. 
No good price for malt, 'sawing, as we understand, it ia good Flanders/ John 
Ri]B$e {kod Robert Glover aie sending a ehip with corn over, and we hate 
Tentured with them lOO comb malt. You should make some bargeim with your 
beer brewen. Can get no money from Aleynes, farmer of Gresham, since ye 
ro<ie, but 40/. Has bid iti suificieni beef for Paston'B household ti(] ^ Faete- 
gang ' (Leot). Sir Tbomj^s Howys adviKA my muircfi» not to send Edmund 
Faston to Cambridge or elsewhere till jftcr Chribtmas. Please ask Clement. 
you: brother, to get a writ against Geoffrey Clerk of Wchl Someiton for the 
3CV. that Bclys gave him to pay CIcmcnti Remember the letter I sent you lasi 
ireek. 

Caisirr, St. Edmund's Day. 

[Ftom whit ii here miJ of Ibe levying of rents qi Cnttnn, and from (he mention 
cf Debenham and J enncy in connection *»ith it,"c may prcauitir this letter viraji written 
ia 146 1. With thiisuppoaition igrccifhc fcfcrcnec tc John Papons brother, Clemcnl, 
who, as we Ke by No. 4^4^ wa^ in London in October-] 

" [From PMton us4., B.MJ 
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AGNES PASTON TO JOHN PASTON » 

To John PjLttoKf at LmJoHf h ibii dthf^trd in hati. 

I461 I gretc you wclld uid \tw you wcte that ihis day Berth' Elys of Paston 

DEC. 1 come to Norwycb to me, and shewet me a rentall for the rermt of Scynt Mich., 
ihc yer of Kyng H, vj. icxxix" ; and in the ende of the eeyd reataJI, ofWaryn 
K jng« hand is wrccytj 'Agnes PastoD ^\\d. ith. [tJ-V,]* licm, the same Agac» 
for V. acre lond xxt// Iiem, Alcryo Bayfdd lukyth the aanic rcDt for the yer 
last past at Mtth- Item, I hav? Icnowlech be a trew man that whan Sharpe 
the rcBcyvcr i*ae at Gcmyngham Ustj WarvD Herman wae dyrcTS dayea with 
hym, and put hym in inynde that the mcrcymcnt foi makynge of the waLle 
chuld be aakyd ageyn and be disrreynyd cbcr fnr, Tieni, I aent you be Doctor 
Aleyna man ih« re&tew [^v/fc/tj^l of Warya Heimao, and aeche camei as 
Cullynge and Samni^s putt in or her owyn fre wyllc befor Joho NorthaleSf 
fihercife of Norwyche," under her selis> God be with you and bcuJ you 
Htii hlywyng and myn. Wretyn at Norwych the Tuiadiy next after Seym 
Andrew, 

Item, the scyd Benh' Ella «eyth that the scyd reflcyrer wold not alowv 
the rent in Tranche nor the mercyraentB for my sure to the rcTt- GonnDf 
wold HU^r no mac to acswer for me. 

Be yotir moder, Aghes Pastov< 
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SIR JOHN HEVENYNGHAM TO JOHN PASTON, 

SENIOR" 

Tti wfH fyght tij^tchi^MU cotyn, John Pesfon the tJdtFj Ejquyerf 
he t^ii letter Jeliverefi in hsil, 

Ryghc worchipfiull coayn, I recomaunrte me to you in as heriely wyac T 
car, desyryrg ever to here of your weLfare, whiche 1 beaeche our Lord Jeiu 



' [From Pa«oii Msa., B.M.] The year in vibich rhi* letter was wriiten in deter- 
mlQecf by die tueuiLun of John Northale aB ^hcrilTaf Nurvvldi. 

■ He was Sheriff of Norwich in ihe first year of Edward I'r. 

^ [FrDTiL Paston m&£., B.M-] This Irrter 11 evidently a( the same year as ND-4^9a^ 
The tonCrnt>4, moreover, seem 10 ibow that th? dure cannot be tar diBiant ^ni that of 
Richard Callers letter of (he \%\ of February following. 

10 
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fo prpsCTTC to your heri« pleaeer. S:c. SiTj yc acnt me ) letter of acotricj lo 
ttkcytt and to ocupye in jDtir nam* the maner called Bumevyleg in Nalttoo, 
Sir, u for that ocupacion, 1 can litil eltylle en, pe 1 vel itot take ap on me noa 
Kuchc ocupdcionib ; wlicrJToi I Lcjieche you hokle mc excused, for it iu no werd 
[c('Wr/] for Tue TQ talce lufhe ocup^cinni^. I havE? as mot^he as I may To gadrr 
myn ownne lyffl&de, and Iruli, coayn, I can not gader that well. And iherffor, 
co^D, I praj you take it to cod diaplcaacr. Sii, that I may worcbcpfijLli doo 
for you, ye aha! f^ndc me rcdy be the grace of Jesu, whom T hertely bfieche to 
bave you in Hise mefsyfull kepyng- Wreryn at HeTcoynghain on Seyat 
Lucye Even* Be your co»yn, 

John HiiTEhiNGriApii, koygbt. 



DtC. 
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ANONYMOUS TO JOHN PASTON* 

RYGHT worchefull master, I recommend mc on to yow, ^ 
&C- The cause of my wrj"tyng is this ; I was at 
Blofeld on Sert Andruys Day^wyt the person,* and 
he understode non noder but that I cam to se is master chcpe, 
for it was hese cheve day,* and that I mevyd in to hym of the 
load in Sochewcrk, how I hard sey qwan I was in Sochcfolk 
that Gcncy mad hys avaunt that he had zon [^ivcn] zow and 
hym a choppe of xx. pownd of lond. And in contyncnt he 
telde me al the mater beter than 1 cowde telle hym> and as 1 
cowde understond in hym be my sympyl wyt, that he was of 
knolcche of alle the mater ; for he seyd that Yelverton cam 
don fro the benche, and plete the mater, and for cause ye 
wcr to laches, and cam not in tyme, Che mater yede a mys. 
And so I understode be hym that he is dysposyd to excuse 
Yelverton in al materys rather than yow ; but never de ies 
make good cher to the person, as thow ye understode that he 
wer your frend, tyl tyme ye have your in tente. But be warr 



46 1 C?) 



□ec. 



> [From F*on, \v. S+.] The date of thii letter is a little unceitaJn, but it «ecini 
to have been writien ai the beginning of tli« dispute brtwetn Pa^on ajid VtlvertDO, 
about Fnitioiri tvill, ami tUt year 1461 appcan to me on the %*hole moKl probabJe- 

^ joth Novemher- 

3 Thoniaa Howh. 

* The day of hii cAirf or patron lainc- BlofieLd Church is dedicated to £t, 
Aodreifr. 
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I46i(?)and trost hjm not, but make yow so strong in lorchepc and 
in the lawcj that ye reeke not meche qwder he be good or 
bad, &c. 

Item, ye be meche be held on to Tomas Grene and 
Edmund Wydewel, brodcr to Hcu a Fen, for the! renorte 
mechc worchcpc of your master chcpc in al maters, and that 
cau3e the suhstans of the towrc to howe yow scrvese, and 
be wel dysposyd on to yow masterchepe, and that understonde 
I hevcry day. And yf that plese yow, qwan we partyt at 
Norwychc m yowr plasc, ye seyd on to me ye wold som qat 
do be my sympyl a wyse; and rhis is myn a wyse that in ony 
wysc yc make Hcu a Fen and Tomas Grcnc on your consci, 
yf yc can fync in yow herte. For I dare sey, as I her and 
understonde, that thei how yow ryth good well and servyse, 
for a man may her be the halfe qwat the hole menyth, and 
thcrfor for Godds lowe remember yow wel in this mater; for 
and it stodc on myn lyfc, I wold do as I awysc yow, &c. 

Item, for howr Lords love, goo tharow with Wyll Wesetcr, 
and also plese Chrewys as ye thynkc in yow hert best for to 
do ; for it is a comon provcrbc, ^ A man must sumtyme set a 
candel befor the Devyle ' ; and therfor thow it be not alder 
most mede and profytabyl, yet of ij, harmys the leste is to 
be take. 

Item, yc xu! oondcrstondc that the parson tclde mc that 
dey wer somuned to cum for the probat of the tcstcment at 
Convercyon of Sent Powle;' and therfor I wolde avyse yow in 
ony wyse that ye xuld understond the mater wysely her ye 
com hom, for I sopose that Yelverton and he is confydett and 
acorde to geder. 

Item, qwan I was at Blofeld with the parson, thcr cam 
Robert Fyrass to hym, seyyng that he is compcid be the 
Kyngs Commycyoners to have harnes after is dcgre, and that 
the parson sent hym to my mastras that che xuld delyver hym 
harnes, and I understond che wylle not tylle ye com hom. 
But ye xul understond it is an halmcs dcde to do hym good, 
undcrstondyng Is ncsessyte and ncdc that he stond in, and also 
undcrstondyng that he was kyiinyes man to my master, and it 

12 
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is a com on proverbe, ^A man xuld kepe fro the blynde and i46i(?) 
gcvyt to is kyn' ; and hevery man wyj sey wcl rher of, the ^^^^ 
mor cau-^e he is a gentylman, and of is kyne, and in gret 
pcnur. And thcrfor, for the love of God, rcmembyr scche 
maters. 

No mor at this tyme, but God have yOw in Hys kcpyng, 
bothe body and sowlc, and sqede yow in yowr maters as wel 
as wel as I wolde ye xulde do. 



496 



MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON" 

I'o my right wurchepfull huiband^ John Fasten. 

RIGHT wurchepfull husbond, I recomaund me to you. 
Please it you to wete that myn awnte is dissesid, 
whos sowlc God assoylL And if it please you to send 
word how yc wull that we do for the lifflodc that ahe had at 
Walcote, whedcr yc wull that any body take possession thir in 
your ntme or notn And if it like you to have with you my 
cosyn William her aone, I trow yc shuld fynde hym a necessary 
man to take heje to yowr howshold, and Co bye aU maner of 
SCuffe nedefull therto, and to se to the rewie and gode gidyn 
thcrof. It hath be told me be for that lie can gode skill 
of such thyngs ; and if yc wull that I send for hym and spckc 
with hym thcr of, 1 shall do as ye send me word, for in feyth 
ic is tyme to crone your old officers for diverse thyngs wher of 
I have know parte be Dawbeney, and more I shall telle you 
whan ye come hamc. 

Also it IS thought be my cosyn Elizabeth Clcrc, and the 
viker* and other that be your frcnds, that it is right necessary 

1 [From Ftnn, ir^ lOfi.] Except Ihnt if wcm* to bt of iht rcigii of Edward iv,, 
thf date of thii Itfce r \i abojt is Linccrtain as thil of (he la«t ; but at fhcj' art both 
vrrittcn about the mac limv of year, and both reconiTTiend John Fafiton to uk the 
counsel of Hugh Fenn, it is hiB^^X p"T>t'ible rhat they are of the aaine ytit. Perhapi 
tht bit letter may ha** bpen wrilten hy the vicar mrritionTd iTl this, 

■ Th« tficar of Pastoo ' Robert Williamion W9<- vicar of Paiton at thi» time. 

13 
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I46i(?)for you to have Hew of Fen to be your frende in your 
°*t:. [3] maters ; for Ke is callid right feyrhfull and trosty to his frcnds 
that trost hym, and it is reported her he may do myche with 
the Kyiig and the Lords, ajid it 13 seld that he may do mychc 
with hem that be your advcrsaryes : and therfor, Godds sake, 
if ye may have Ms gode wille, forsake it not. Also it is 
thought the more lerned men that ye have of your owyn 
contre of your counceil, the more wurchepfui tt is to you. 

Also if ye be at home this Crlstmcs, it wcr welc do yc 
shuld do purvey a garnyssh or tweyn of powtcr vcsshcl], jj, 
basanes, aftd ij. hewers, and xij, candicstikes, for ye have to 
few of any of thes to serve this place* I am a ferd to purvey 
raych stuffe in this place till we be suerrer therof. The Blissid 
Trinyte have you in His biissid kepyng_ 

Wrctyn the Thursday next after Sent Andrew. 

Be yowr M. P. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON' 

7o my ryfh worckepful hmhond^ Jonhn Past&n^ 
be thys delyveryd in hast. 

RYTH worchepftdi husbond, I recomande me to yow. 
Plesyt yow to wete that 1 reccyvyd Che lettyr that 
ye sent me by 3 man of Scynt Mycbell paryschc on 
Fryday next aftyr the Conscpcion of owyr Ladi ; ' and anon as 
1 had it, I sent my modyr* the Icttyr because of swyche materys 
as longyd to hyr in that same Icttyr. And sythyn thattymel 
kowd geCe no massanger to London but if I wold have sent by 
the Schcryfys men ; and I knew nowthyr her mastyr nor them^ 
not whedyr they wer well wyllyng to yow or not ; and therfor 
methowt it had be no sendyng of no lectyr by hem. 

' [From P»taa wsi,, B,MJ 
with No, foo, A fen wordK n 



Thr iiue of diit Letier iriJJ appear by cftmpuison 
fn t\tt margin of th« ari^inal letter in ill«gible, (he 



mitiDg having brtn injurrd by damp, 
^Fptian of Our Lady 
* MaigaTrt iilwayi Fipeali af Agriei Pitioo aw hn- moihci. 



' Thff ConcpDiion of Our Ladv v?ai on the E(h December. 
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And as for swychc materys as John Gency and Jamys 
Grcsham spak to mc» I sped hem as well as I kowd ; and they 
bothe told me that ye schold veryly a ben at home before 
Cryitraas, and that causyd me that I wrot not to yow now non 
answer. For If I had know that ye schold not have ben at 
home er thys tymc, I schold a sent some man to vow ; for 1 
thynk rytfi longc tyll I ha/c some god tydyngys fro yow. I 
for me that it is not well with yow that ye be fro home at thys 
good tyme. And manyof yowyr contre men ihynk the same ; 
but they be hertty inow to yow-ward, and full fayn wold her 
god tydyngys fro yow- The wer no byllys put to the Scherryf ^ 

at hys beyne her, ncr non opyn playnC mad that I of 

no pcrsonc, oe cawse they had so lyttyll knowlagc of hys comc- 

yng in to thys contre. He dcmenyd hym full and 

indeferently, as it was told me, and Yelverton mad a fayir 

scrmone at the Sesschyonys, and seyd so that the 

Kyngwas informyd that ther was a ryotows felawschep in thy* 
contre, wer for the Kyng was gretly dysplesyd, and that the 
Kyng undyrstood well that i: was not of ther owne mosyon, 
boot of cownsclyng of one or ij. that ben evyll dysposyd folk. 
And also he seyd if ony man wold put up ony byllys of com- 
pleynts of ony extorcion or brybery don be ony men of thys 
contre to them, they wer redy to receyve them, and to make 
a-kord he twyx hem ; and if they cowd not mak the acord, 
that than the schold tak the byllys to the Kyng, and he schold 
set hem thorow. And the Schcryfc seyd that he wold he 

them that wold compleyne and dorstc not for for 

put up ther byllys, 

Aiid Yelverton preyid the Scheryfe that if he had for get 
onythyng that the Kyng seyd to hem at ther departtyng, thar 
he wolde rehcrsyt ^re/tearse ii] ihcr. And than the Scheryf 
seyd that he had seyd all that he remembryd, save only [that] 
the Kyng , » . . to hem ij. personys, Syr Thomas Todcnham 
and Hcydon. And than Yelverton seyd, ' A» that is trowthc, 

as th that J[ohn of] Dame told me that he spak 

with the Scheryf aftyrward, and let hym h the 

rewylle [and] demenyng of thys contre, and what cawsyd the 

' Tht SKMiff waa Sir Thgmai Montgomery. 
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pcpyll for to grwge ^ycns swychc folkys as had the reuyll be 
fortyme ; and he was pleync to hym in many thyngys, as he 
told mc ; and he fond the Schcryfe ryth pleync ayen to hyiUj 
and wcil dysposyd in that that myth growc to thcwclfar of the 
schere. The Schcryfe seid he undyratood by swychc informa- 
cion as he had, syns he came into thys contre, that they had 
not all gydyd hem well thai had the rewyill of thys contre be 
for ; and therfore he seyd feythfuUy, and swore by gret olhys 
that he wold nowthyr spar for good, nor love^ nor fer^ but that 
he wold let the Kynge have knowlagc of the CrowthCj and that 
he wold do asmychc for thys contre as he cowd or myth do to 
the welfare thcrof^ and seyd that he lekyd the contre ryth well. 
And John of Dame seyd if the contre had had knowlage of 
hys comyng, he schold have had byllys of compleyntes and 
knowlage of mychc more thyng than he mylh have knowlage 
of that tyme, or myth have because of schort abyng ; and he 
seyd he wold not be longc owt of thys contre. 

And also Yelverton seyd opynly in the Sc3chyons they to 
come downe for the same cause to set a rewyll in the contre. 
And yet he seyd he woste well that the Kynge myth full evyll 
have for bor ony of hem bothe ; for as for a knyth ther was 
none in the Kyngya howsc that myth wcrsc a be for bore than 
the Schcryfe myth at that tymc. I have myche mor to wryt to 
yow of than 1 may have Icyser at thys tyme ; but 1 troste to God 
that yc schall be at home yowjT selfe In hast, and than ye schall 
knowe all. And but if ye come home in haste, I schall send 
to yow ; and I pray yow hertly, but if ye come home^ send me 
word in hast how yc do. And the blyssyd Trinyte have yow 
in hys kcpyng. Wrctyn in haat on Scynt Thomas day 
Crystmas-* 

By yowyr, Margaret Paston, 



m 



Here was an evyll rewlyd felawschep yestjrday at the schere, 
and ferd ryth fowle with the Undyr Scheryfe, and onresnably 
I herd scy. 



as 



The day or Si. Tbamai of Canterbury (Bcckcf), a 9th Denmber- 
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RICHARD CALLE TO JOHN PASTON" 

To my right reverent and my mcost wurschipfui 
mttysjrfj my May sire Jahn Pmion. 

RIGHT wurshipfuU and my moostc reverent mastrc, [ 
rccomaundc me unto your goode maystrcship. Like 
you to wide that on Chiidrcmasse daye' there were 
moche people at Norwich at the shire, be cauce it was noyccd 
in the shire that the UndresheniF had a wrltte to make a newe 
aleccior ; wherfore the people was grevcd be cauce ihey had 
labored so often, scying to the Sheriff" that he had the wrjttc, 
and plcynly he shuldc not a wey unto the tymc the writte were 
redd> The Sheriff" answerd, and seyd that he had no writte, 
nor west who had it. Heruppoii the people peacyd, and stilled 
unto the tyme the shire was doone, and after that doone, the 
people called uppon hym, * Kylle hym ! Heedc [^ehetuf] hym I ' 
And so John Dam^ with hcipe of other, gate hym out of the 
schire-hows, and with moche labour brought hym unto Sporycr 
Rowc ;* and ther the people mett a yenst hym, and so they a 
voided hym unto an hows, and kept fast the dore unto the 
tyrae the meyer was sent fore, and the Sheriff to strenght hym, 
and to convey hem a wey, or ell he had be slayne. Wherfor 
divers of the thrifty men came to me, desiryrg that I shulde 
writte unto your maistrcship to letc you have undrestandyng 
of the gidyng of the people, for they be full sory of this 
trowble ; and that it plese you to sende hem your advice how 
they shal he gided and rwled, for they were purposed to a 
gathered an c. or cc, of the thriftyest men, and to have come 
up to the Kyng to letc the Kyng have undrestanJyng of ther 
mokkyng- And also the people fere hem sore of you and 
Mastre Bcrney/ be cauce ye come not home, 

^ [From Fenn^ iii. 1 jo.) The conrfnis of this Jcntr clrarty reffr to ihc maTter 
alhuled to in the poiTtcripi cf 1h« orecerling Lrttrr of fAzr^ttt Pnifran, «o chai ihc diXe 
iDUA be thr «ine. ' iStn Dcctmlwr, ' Sir Thornn Montgomery. 

' Spumtr Row, ac I am infbnuHl by Mr. L'Ewrange, was Bvliat if now called 
London Str^ei, > John Bemej of WkchJnghara, 
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I461 Plese you that ye remembr the bill I sent you at Hallow- 

°^- ^9 messe for the place and londs at Boytoii weche Cheseman had 
in his ferme for v. marlc, Ther wol no man have it above 
xlvj*- viij*^ , for Alblastre and I have do as moche therto as we 
can, but we can not go a bovc that. And yet we can not letc 
it so for this ycrc> with owtc they have it for v- or vj. ycre. 1 
wrote to your mastreahip herof, but I had non answre ; whcrfot 
I beseche you that I may have an answere of this be Tlwelthe, 
for and we have an answre of this be that tyme, we shall enfeffe 
hem with all, &c. 

My right wurshipfull and my moost reverent maistrc, 
Almyghty Jesu preserve you, and aend you the victorye o* 
your elmyes, as I truste to Almyghty Jesu ye shall. Wrcten 
at Norwich on Seyn Thomas daye after Cristemasse daye. 

Your pore servant and bedman, R. Call. 
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RICHARD CALLE TO JOHN PASTON^ 

Tp my mosj/ reverent and luunhip^ul majtre, my MujUr ±John 
Piiiton ff tfx Ennrr Tcmpie^ thii be detyvered. 

PIcAiEh your mayaitrrahip to undrcBUnde that a» for the ^rme that Chcacman 
had Id Boytun, that is ic bcy^ k1- aci? locd crable, \. niedwc, and other fimale 
parcel!, payng yeriy for it iiiyi., weche 1 can sot lete the yA. acre load abowe 
xl- comb barJy gr xIj,, and ye to bcTe a\ charfiea of the reparaucion and fenee 
abouie the place, wcchc ahuldc be grct cost. The lood ia ao out of tylthc that 
a nede* [yneath, i.e. Bcarccly] any man wo! gcve any thjrng for it. Ther can 
DO m^in leie it to the w^lue that it wae lete before, and thit 1 reporte me to my 
mailer, Sir Thoraiia Howysi not be grei gold- Wherfore I wol no: do tbcrin 
unto the tynie that I have ac^wrie from your iiiaHter^hip, weche I betieche yDU 
11 may be haat. And as for Spitlynges, I have lete som of itie lond in Emate 
pnrcclli Ikcdubc 1 cowde gece no Fcrmor for it. And as for Sir T. H., in good 
feythe I fyrde [himl wccit dis}X)flcd in all ihyngCB, eJicepte foi Sir W. Chambei- 
leyn for Rees in Stratton, And so [he bliuid Trmite preAerve and kepe you 
from all Bdveraire. Wrete at BlofeH, the Thorcday next after HaliovmeBday, 
Your pore acrvaunt aod bcdmaai R, Calls. 

1 [From Poston u»£,f B.M.'\ The date of this letter u uncertam- Itt contcnta 
arc mere maltrr of buaincts, abd as relating lo the saniC fanti mentioDtd in the last 
may be supposed lo belong to the eamc year, eatierialiy aa in the Ua( Callc mention* 
having written m Paaion an the nubjccl ' at Hallowmafts,* There it, however, a dii- 
cr^pancy in ihf value a^gncd far th? fann. 
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THOMAS PLAYTER TO JOHN PASTON> 

Ttf John FaMrtf the o/^er, in hasi^ and if he be not at London^ 
than to b€ Jelyvered ts Clement Panon in hast. 

IYKE your maisterchip wete that at the last cessyons 
Erp^'tigham hundred and other hundredys ther abbute 
-^ were not warned, and the schrefT excused hym be 
cause he cowdc not knowc who was officer there. Irem, 
Yclvcrton Ictc the pcpwDll understand that the Kyng wold have 
his lawea kept, and that he was dyspksed with the maner of 
ther gaderyng, and that he wold have it amendyd ; for he con- 
ceyveth that the hole body of the shire is well dysposed and 
that the ille dysposed pepoU is but of a corner of the hole 
ahire ; and yet that ther mysdoyng growyth not of ther owyn 
dysposysyon hut of the abbettcment and atcryng of sum ille 
dysposed persones whiche is understand and knowe to the 
Kyngcs hygthnesse. Item, he lete hem wete that the Kyng 
had commandyd hym to sey if ther were any man, pore or 
ryche, that had cause to complayne of any person that he 
schuld put up his byllc to the shrcf and hym, and they schuld 
set a rculc be twyx hem ; and if he wold not abydc ther reule 
they schuld delyver the sayd bylle of comple/nl to the Kyngcs 
hignesscj and he schuJd set the rewle and suche dyreccion that 
the party compleynaunt or defendaunt schuld be punysshcd for 
his dysobeysauns of the said rewle if the case requyred ; and 
also more over, if ther were ony person that put up ony suche 
bylle, and it niygth apere to them by ther cxaminacioii or other 
wysc fals or untrewc, or cilea be cause of malyce, thai than 
suche compleynaunts schuld sharpely be punysshcd* And than 

[Prom Puton mbs^ B.M.] The mcmion of Tuddenbam aod Hcyden in thii 
Idler provct tbat ic cannot be of bier dale than the yztr 14611 aa the iormef iras 
fxrcutrd in February 14.^1, Ai the same time the Tefercixce ta John Paston, Jumor, 
could not be much earlier, and the mctuigc from tHt King Eo the people of Narfdk 
certainly coM not have come from Henry vt. only « year or ti*o before. The 
due muBt tbcrctbre be r^^ 1 prcciicEy. 
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+6i whan he had sayi 
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moche more, "in dyscoragyng to the 
pcpoli to put byllcs, as after my conscyt, he reported hym to 
the schref thcr present, that the Kyng thus comanded hem thus 
to sey, desyreng the said schref if ony thyng of the Kyngs 
comaunded were be hynd unspoken by hym self chat he wold 
remembre and helpe forthe to telle it. And than the schref 
said, lyke as he rehersed the Kyng comanded, and more over 
that the Kyng named ij. men, by name Tudenham and Haydon, 
and if ony man wold put bylles a yens them, he said in reyth- 
full wysc he wold help hem, and fcrthcr the mater to the Kyng 
higthnesse. And for his demenyng then every man thougth 
hym rigth wel dysposed ; but YeTverton had for yeten to 
exprcsse the names of Tudham and Haydon- 

Item, the schref desy red the jentylmen to go with [him] to 
Felbryg Halle^ and specially he requyrcd Mr. John P., the 
younger ; but he cowdc no pcpoU gctc, and so he cam not 
there. Item, there was a byUe set up on the shirehoas dore, 
and the content ther of was but of the favour to you ward, 
Barney, Knyvec and Felbr)"gge, and of the hatered of other; 
it was but of sum lewde dysposed person it semeth. Item, sir^ 
at the last shire was mochc pcpoll and illc governed for they 
wold not be rewled be no body, they had almost a slayne the 
underschref, for they told hym wryttcs of eleccion was sent 
doun and he kept it on syde to be gyle hem, and to make hem 
labour ayen, and ther for he that kepyth it is to blame, me 
thynketh. Item, sir, please you to telle Mr. Clement, we 
have goten a reles of al maner accions and appelles of Margret 
Clerk, made to Gymmyngham, on of the pryncypalles, and 
that he woll inquyre whcder it be suffycyant for allc, and send 
me word, and wedcr it dyvers fro trespas and dette, wher 
damages is to be recovered, for in this appell is no damages 
to be recovered, but only an execucion, whiche non of them 
maybe contributory to other execucion as h in other cases. 
Nevcrtheles, I hope it be sufficiant for all, for sche is in the 
cas to have the lyf in stedc of damages. 

Your Thomas Pl, 
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ANONYMOUS TO MARGARET PASTON 1 
To my Tight worchepfuil Mastres Paston. 

IRECOMAWNDE me to your good mastreschep, besech- i46l(?) 
yng 70W in the wcye of charyte, and as I maye be your 
bedeman and servaunt, ihat ye wylJ Ictc me have wctyng 
hoghc I maye be rewclyd agcyns the next schyer. It is scyd 
thai thcr xal be mych more pepyll than was the last ; and also 
if I be in my Ladys place, or in ony other in the town, 1 xall 
be takyn owte, Also^ mastres, that my Maystyr RadclyfTs 
xal take all my catell and all other pore good that 1 have, and 
ID but I maye have helpe of my mayster and of yow, I am but 
lost. Also my strr\'aunt Maryot wyll go fro my wyfe to my 
ryght grct hurtc. Wherfore, mastres^ I besech your help in 
all thes, and I xal content the costs as ye xall be plcsyd, be 
the grace of God, hoo ever preserve yow, &c. 

Also, mastres, t can not be with owtc your contynuall 
help, but I must selle or lete to ferme all that I have. 

Mastres, my I^y senr to Cawnbrygg for a doctour of 
fcsyk. If ye wyll ony thyng with hym, he xal abydc this dayc 
and to morwc. He is ryght a konnyng man and gcntyll. 

' (Ffom Fenn, iv. 104-] Thi^ Icitei apptan to have been addrcasccT ta Margaret 
pAhton 11 a pcricKl vrhcn her husband vra» a miU^ of Mime inflnchrc, and perhaps the 
jcai 1461 Ij QDt^ fnjm ihc Eruc dale. It lq aol unlikcJj (a have Ucd wriltca about 
ihc amt time u No. joo* nMch dlao JtUn to a mccimg at the \\i\tt or couDty 

COUfl, 
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ELIZABETH MUNDEFORD TO JOHN PASTON* 

To my right wonhipfull sir, and my ri^hi good ncvcu^ 
Jchn Paston^ Squyer^ be this kttre ddyvtrtd^ ^c. 



R 



IGHT worchipfull sir, and my right good nevcu, I 
recomand me un to you with alJ myn herte. Piece 
it you to undyrstande the grece nessessyte of my 
wiytyng to you is this, that ther was made an eychaunge be 
the graunsyre of my hosbonds Mundcford^ un hose sowlc 
God have mercy, of the mancr of Grcsscnale with the aun- 
sctrys of Rows for the mancr of Estlexham, the qwych is 
parte of my juntor* and my grauntfadyr Mundeford recoweryd 
the said maner of Estlexham be assyze^ a geyne the aunsetrys 
of Rows, and so madyt clerc; and iiowc have Edmund Rows* 
daymyt the scyd maner of Estlexham be the verteu of a taylc 
[tfff entail], and hathc takyn posscsseon, and made a fciFcment 
to my Lord of Warcwyke/ and Water Gorge»^ and to Curdc."* 
And un Fryday be for Seynt Walentyne is Day Water Gorge 
and Curde enteryd and tokc possessyon for my seyd Lord of 
Warewyke, and so bothe the forseyd manerys were ontayled, 
and at the tyme of the exchaungc made, the caylcs and cvydcns 
of bothe for scyd manerys were dclyvcred un to the partycs 
indcfcrently be the avysc of men lernyd. Qwcrfor I bcshcch 
you that it plese you to take the gretc labor upon you to 

^ [From Fenn, iv, loSj The datt oi thii Irtrer mu^i lie between the yean r46i 
and 146^. TI1C vritcT^s huaband| o^ho is spoJcen of u dcad^ wna put to death ia June 
i^tic, and John Puton, the person addressed^ died in May i^&&. 

■ Aiflize IB n vrril directfd to the sheriff of the county for recovery oF the MsnenioD 
of things ImmDvabtFf whereof yaiif^If or ancectura hare bten dJ^poBoetEcd. — ¥". 

B Edmund Rous wis second son of Henry Roiu, Esq. of DemuD^cn, in Suffolk, 
the ancestor of the preaenc Earl of Stridbrokc. 

* Richard Neville, Earl ofWarr^ict- 

' WaJier Gorget, ^^-t f^anr'ttd Mdryj the daughter and heir of £ir WilJi&m Otd- 
hall, and ^m at this time Lord of Che Manor of OJdhalF, in Great FniiBham. He 
died in i^£6, HJt mn jmd heir, Sir Edmund GorEcs, aflenvards matried a daughter 
oF£ir John Howard^ Knighi, ihe first Duke of Norfolk of tKai ftunily. — F. 

* John Curdc vraa Lord of the Manor of Curdc's Hall, in Ffinihara, — F. 
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informe my Lordys good Lordchep of the trowthe in the 1-^61-6 
forme a bowyn wreten, and that it plese you to undyrstand 
qwcdyr that my Lord wyll 3 bydc he the feffmciit made to 
hym or not ; and that it shall plesc my Lord that I may have 
right as lawc requcryt, for I trust to God be sochc tyme as my 
Lord shall be informyd of the trowthe be you, that hcsc Lord- 
chip wyll not supportt the forseyd Rows a gcyne my right. 
And if I hadde very undyrstandyng that my Lord would talce 
no parte in the mater a bowc scyd, I would trust to Godds 
mcrsy, ard to you, and other of my good fryndcs, to have 
possession a geyne in right hasty tymc, bcshcchyng you to 
pardon me of my symplc wrytyng, for haddc no leyser. 
Right worchipfulj and my right good reveu, I beshech the 
Blyssed Trenyte have you in Hese gracyous kepyng. 

Wreten at Norwych in gret hast, the Tewysday aftyr Seynt 
Walcniyne is Day. 

Yourc ouyn, Elizabeth MundefordJ 



SIR ROBERT WILLIAMSON TO AGNES PASTON^ 



To my ri^hi reverent mastras^ Agnes Past^rr^ 
hi this Uttrt dtlyueryi in haste. 

RYGH wurchcpful raastrcs, J recomaund me un to yow, 1460-4. 
thankyng yow of the gret chere that ze made me 
the last tyme that 1 was with xow. Mastres, in allc 
zour godys and ocupacyons that lyth in my simpil power to 
do in wurd, wil and dede, 1 have do my dylygcns and my 
power therto, so I be savyd he fore God, and have owyn to 
your person ryght hcrty love; for the qwych 1 am ryght illc 

* EJiMbcth Mundcford wn the widow of 0*ibcrt MundcforJ, Esq. of Hwkwold, 
in Norfolk, Aod iv*i daugUtrr of Joho Brmcy, Esq., by which mcatis she waj auni to 
J, Pa*ion,— F. 

^ p^runi FcDD, UL 48-] The wrilcr of th» Icltirr waa Vicar of P»lD]i from 14.60 
ID 1464, uid 41 he dale» mjm Bromholnii which is \x\ the IiDincdiate neighbouHiood 
of P^iiDa, we m»y prtsume ihat il wai wricicn during ttie time he held that benefice- 
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1460-4 aqwyt, and it be as I underscande yt ; for it ia do me to wcte 
that 1 am swid with mor of my paryshchoas for a rcslcusc 
makyng up or the offyccrs of the shrcwys ^sfteriff^, and I 
take God to record that it Is wrongfully do on to us. And 
the gret fray that the [Mry] mad in the tyme of masse it 
ravyched my witts and mad me ful hevyly dysposyd, I pray 
Jesu gef hem grace to repent hem therof that the lih^y} that 
caused it may sand out of perel of soule. 

Maystras, at the reverens of God, and as evyr I may do 
scrvyce fhat may be plesyng on to yow, send me justyly wurd 
be the bryngcr of this hylic ho zc wil that I be gydyd ; for it 
is told me that if I be take I may no other remedy havyn but 
streyth to prison. For the whiche I have sold away xxj. wurth 
of stuffe ; and the reswd [r«/V«rf] of my stuff, I have put it in 
swier handc, for trwly I wil not abyde die joparte of the swth, 
— I have levir to go as far as my fet may her me. Ncvir the 
less as zc komand me to do, so it be not to my gret hurt, I 
wil fulfillc it. Nomor to zow at this tyme, but God send yow 
that grace that zc may kome to His blyss. 

Wreten at Bromholm in gret haste, 

Be your Sir Robert Willyamsom. 



1462 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON' 

Tfi my ryih 'ixjerchepfuU hushnd^ John Fasten^ 
be fkys delyvtryd in has:. 

YTH worchepfull husbond, I recomand me to yow, 
Plesyt yow to wet that I sent yow a Icttyr by my 
cosyn Barneys man of Wychyngham wyche was 
wrctyn on Seynt Thomas Day in Crystnias,' and 1 had no 
tydyngys nor Icttyr of yow senc the wek before Crystmas; 

1 [Ffom Futon mss., I1.M-] The contents of thii letter clearl/ ^w that it wv 
written in January 146a, aine daji atter No. f^?. 
> Si* No- 497- 
24 
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wher of I mervayle sore* I ferc me it is not well with yow be 
cawse ye came not home or sent er thys tymc. I hopyd verily 
ye schold have hen at home by Twelthe at the ferthest. I pray 
yow hcrtly that yc wolc wychesavc to send me word how ye 
do as hastly as yc may, for my hcrt schall ncvyr be in esc tyll 
1 have tydyngys fro yow, Pepyll of this centre begynyth to 
wax wyld, and it ift scyd her that my Lord of Clarans and the 
Dwek of Suthfolk and serteyn jwgys with hem schold come 
downe and syt on syche pcpyll as be noysyd ryotous in thys 
contrc- And also it is seyd here, Chat there is rctornyd a 
ncwc rcscwc up on that that was do at the schcr. 1 suppose 
swj'che talkynge comyth of false schrewys Chat wold mak a 
rwmor in this contre. The pepyll seyth here that they had 
levyr go up hole to the Kynge and compleyne of sJchc false 
screwys as they have be wrongyd by a fore, than they schold be 
Gompleynyd of with owt cause and be hangyd at ther owne 
dorys. In good fcyth men ferc sore here of a comonc rysyng 
but if [(.If, unless] a bcttyr remedy may be had to a pcse the 
pepyll in hast^ and that ther he sent swyche downe to tik a 
rewyll as the pepyll hathe a fantsy in> that wole be indeferent. 
They love not in no wyse the Dwke of Sowthfolk nor hys 
modyr. They sey that all the tretourys and extorsyonerys 
of thys centre be meyntcynyd by them and by syche as they 
get to them with her goodys, to that intent to meynten suche 
extorsyon style as hathe be do by auche aa hathe had the 
rcwyll undyr them be fore tyme. Men wene, and the Dwke 
of Sowthfolk come ther scholl be a schrewd reuell but if [un/esj] 
ther come odyr that be bettyr belovyd than he is here. The 
pepyll fcryth hem mychr the more to be hurt, because that yc 
and my cosyn Barney come not home; they sey they wot 
wellc it is not well with yow and if it be not well with yow, 
they sey they wot wedl, they that wole do yow wrongc wole 
sone do them wronge, and thfit makyth them all most mad. 
God for Hys holy mersy geve grace that ther may be set a 
good rewyll and a sad in this contre in hast, for I herd nevyr 
sey of so mychc robry and manslawtcr in thys contre as is 
now within a lytyll tyme. And as for gadyryng of mony, I 
sey ncvyr a werse seson, for Rychard Calle seyth he can get 
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but lytyll in aubstans of Chat is owyng, nowchyr of yowyr 
lyvelod nor of Fastolfys th'eyr- And John Paston seyth, 
they that may pay best they pay werst ; they fare as tbow 
they hopyd to have a ficwc werd [wor/^/]. And the biyssyd 
Trinite have yow in Hys kcpyng and send us good tydyngys 
of yow. 

Yclverton is a good thredbare frend for yow and for odyr 
in thys centre, as it is told me. 

Wrctyn in hast on the Thorsday nex aftyr Twclthe, 

By yowyr Margaret Paston, 



MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON » 

jiw. 37 "TJ YTH worchcpfuli husbond, I rccomand mc to yow. 
1^ Plesyt yow to wet that Perse was dclyveryd owt [of] 
preson by the generall pardon that the Kvnge hathe 
grantyd, whyche was opynly proclamyd in the Gyld Hall, A 
none as he was delyveryd he cam hedyr to me, God wore in 
an evyll plytc, and he desyiryd mc wepyne that I wotd be hys 
good mastres and to be mene to yow to oe hys good mastyr, 
and swore sore that he was nevyr defawty in that yc have thowtc 
hym defawty in. He seyd that if ther wer ony coyne in the cofyr 
that was at Wylliam Tavernerys it was thcrwithowt hys know- 
lage, for hys mastyr woM nevyr lat hym se what was in that 
cofyr, and he told me that the keyis wer sent to Thomas Holler* 
by mastyr John Smyth. What Holler leyd in or took owtc he 
wot not as he sweryth. He offyrd me to be rcwlyd as ye and 1 
wold have hym, and if 1 wold comand hym, to go agcyn to 
preson, whedyr 1 wold to the Castyll or to the Gyld Hall, he 
wold obey my comandment. And seth that he came of hys 
owne fre wyll withowt ony conftndment of ony man or dcsyir, 

' [From Pa»[on was,, B.M,] This lettcf relaic* ii> ili< prisorwi Pien mtiitiodcij 
In No». 4^1;, 414, and 4ifi- He Ktmt, to liivc bctn dclWrKd by a grutrsi pardon 
iuucd al [he CDrnmriicfEntnl oflht tcign of KJk«2rd JV. Tht \ttttj beaift no aJilms. 
I1 \i endut^J, but in a much laicr hand : — ' A Iciirr kq J. Putun, Ar,, from hh 
Wife,"' 

* He ntt John Bcmcy^t eiccutor. 
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I scyd I wold not send hym ageyn to prcson, so that he wold 
abydc yowyr rcwyll when yc came home. And so he is here 
with me and schall be tyll ye send mc word how ye wole that 
I do with hym. Where fore, I pray yow that ye wole lete me 
have knowlage in hast how ye wole that I do with hym. 

Item, I have spok with John Dame and Playter for the 
!cttyr tcstymonyall, and John Dame hathe promysyd to get it, 
and Playter schall bryng it to yow to London. ltcm» 1 have 
purveyd yow of a man that schall be here in Barsamya sted 
and ye wole, the wyche can bettyr cherysch yowyr wood, bothe 
in fellyng and fensyng there of than Barsam can ; and he 
schall mak yow as many hyrdyllys as ye nede for yowyr fold, 
of yowyr owne wood at Drayton, and schall lak as lytyll to 
hys wagys as Darsam dothe ; and he is holdyii a trcw man. 
Item, Playter schall tell yow of a woman that complcynyd to 
the Dwk of Sowthcfotk of yow, and the sey[d] Playter schall 
tell yow of the demenyng and answeryng of the scheryfe for 
yow, ajid also of the demenyng of the seyd Dwke, and of 
othir materys the wyche wer to longe mater to put in wrytiyn. 
The pepyll of that kontre be ryth glad that the day yed [ujfw/] 
with yow on Monday as it dcd. Yc wcr ncvyr so welcome in 
to Norfolk as yc schall be when yc come home, 1 trowe» And 
the blyssyd Trynyte have yow in Hys kepyng. Wrctyn in 
hast on Wednysday next aftyr Seynt Augnet the Fyrst. 

By yowyr M. P. 

Itcm^ Ric. Calle told me that he bathe sent you a answer 
of all crands that yc wold shuld be do to Sir Thomas Howes, 
Sir Thomas Howes cam nowthcr to mc nor sent syn that he 
cam home from London* 

Will Worcecer was at me in Cristemcs at Heylysdon, and 
he told [me] that he spake with you dyvers tymys at London 
the last termc ; and he told mc thai he hopyd that yc wollc 
be hys good master, and seyd he hopyd yc shuld have non 
Other cause but for to be hys god maister. I hope and so do 
my moder and my cosyn Clcre. that he wolle do well inowe, 
so that he be fayre fare with Dawbeney and Playter, Avise 
mc to lete Peers go at large and to take a promys of hym to 
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1462 com to mc a mong unto your comyng horn, and in the mcne 
jAn. a; ^hii? his demenyng may be knowyn and espycd in mo thjrogs. 



506 

JOHN DOWBIGGING TO JOHN PASTON^ 

7j /A^ O'/'^' reverent ^nd worship sir^ John Pasion^ sum tyme 
Lord of Greshiim^ and new fermour theraf as hit is seide. 



P 



ERYS oi LegK 



to Lynne opon Crlstynmesse Even 



come 
fresshest wisc^ 
bot when my Lorde of Oxenfordc hcrde hereof he with 
his fcliship and auche as I and other your presonercs come 
rydyng unto Lynnc, and even unto the Bysshop gaole where 
the seid Perys dyned with other of his feliship. My Lorde 
pulled hym oute of the seid giiole and made to kest hym opon 
an horse, :ind tyed an halter by his arme, and so Icddc hym 
furth like hym sclff. And even furthwith the scid Bysshop, 
the Mair, and other their feliship mctte with my seidc Lorde 
and your presonercs, and also the seide Perys tyed by an 
halter, the Byaahop havyng thics wordes unto my Lorde with 
his pillion* in his handes^ * My l^rdes, this is a presoner^ ye 
may knowe bv his tepet and staff. What will ye do with 
hym ? ' Therto ray Lorde seide, * He is my presoner nowc,' 
Wherlo the Bysshop seid, 'Where is youre warraunt or com- 
nussion therto i ' My Lorde seidcj ' I have warraunt sufficiaunt 
to me/ And thus they departed, the Mair and all the 
cominaltie of Lynne kepyng theire silence. Bot when we 
weren goon, and Perys of Legh fast in Rysyng CasCell, then 
the yates of Lynne, by the Bysshop comaundement weren fast 
sperrcd [jAw/] and kcpeci with men of armes. And then the 

^ [Froia Pdttun Mas.. B-M.] This IcEi^cr \s cvlJcatly carlkr \n d^ir than the laiC. 
arlI may ptrliaph faivc been vri-JitcD at the cIuk of the year 1460, but aa \t fcfcn to the 
same piinoDcr as the ureuding Na nc place it here fuf couTcnience. Il \\ pnt^ted in 
the fifib kolumc of F«cn*s editiiwi aa a kucr of Henry vii.'s time owing H> a mii- 
jTAiliug uf [lie aJdrcsa, nbich might easily convey ttie imprctsioii thai it wu dirnricd 
to 'Sr Joh;j P*atoi»/ 

* The hat worn by a Doctor af DivuiLty. 
IS 
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Bysshop and hia squyers rebuked the Mair of Lynnc and sctd 
that he hade shamed both hym and hia Coun for evcr^ with 
muchc other kngage, &c. 

The Bysshop shulde have keped his Cristenmesse at Gay- 
wode, bot yet he come not oiite of Lynnc. In faith, my 
Lorde dyd quytc hym a!s curagenusely as ever I wist man do. 
TTic Bysshop come to the toun with Ix. pcrsoncs the same 
tymc, and made to spcr the yates after hjm, bot when we 
mettc, ther bode not with hym over xij- persones attc the 
most, with his serjaunt of armes ; whiche serjaunt was fayn 
to lay doLn his mase ; and so atte the same yares we come in 
we went oute, and no blode drawen, God be thanked. 

Yf yc will any thyng alte 1 may do, send mc worde ; hit 
shall be doon to my power, &c. Comaundc mc to my 
maistresse your wyfF, &c. And yf yc dar joperdic your 
suyrtie of C. marc 1 shall come and se yoL. And elles have 
me excused, for^ &c. 

From your oune, 

John Douebiggyng. 



RICHARD CALLE TO JOHN PASTON ^ 

To t^ *ys*>^ reverent an J ay motate tt/ortchijijul master, nj 
Master John Pajiort, in t/a fnrteer TenpyU. 

Ple&ith it ^our maiBtcrschip to wictc thai I have b«en ax BurnewytJ in 
N^Clon to icccyve ihc rcatcb aoA fcrniyii of the tenauittcA. And 1 undrcataiuic 
be th«m, and b* Rob*ri Goordon ihai Maairc Jennejr whae ihcrc nind helde a 
coonc on the Monday* next afire Tlwelthc, and warned the tenauntee ihat ihey 

" [From Parton iiss,, B.M-l The maxior of BunicTJlcs iu Natton, near Ipswich, 
wu put of [he Iinda af Sir John Faatolf wtiich Paaton luhriitcd bj faie will ^ but hit 
ckim waft djinuted by /cimcy, ont uf ihc erccuton, Ai Jcnnry ji htrc said to have 
complainf<[ that hit fct was iwu year* in airear^ wc niaj presume ibdi it waa liwle 
orer two yean siutc Faaloiri death when this Irttcr was written. For further 
evidence* of daTr cmnpare Ka. 4.94- It m4y aJbu be obkcrvcd thai we lind unJctubted 
evidfnee thit John Pastun wcis residing in the Inner Temple six neeka Eaier (^lee 
No. 51 1}, whercai In tbe preceding year he wu in Norfolk, where bi& brother Clenteai 
wTDle 10 him news from London (No. 4^10)' 
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1462 Bchuldr p;iy an mon^ to no mu oaia the tymr they hid worde from hrm, 
r^B, J B^yiig ^^^ '^^ vrhaB OD of the fcflTevH of the Bame macer, and thai Jie whii feed 
With Sit John Fastolff, of wechc !« he was be hynde for ij. ycrc; vherfore 
ht deaired the crit^LLiiies ihm ihey schutdc aoi he vedy io paycment onto the 
Lyme they had word from hym, but that he myght be payed of hi" seide fcc, 
lyke as xht wyJfe of the deede watt. Wherforc I can getc no money of them 
iiaio the (ymc they h^vr k-nowleche hijw ii vioad be Ivyx your maiatenhip lad 
Mr, Jenney ; for wichome Jerney vrriie to hem or come horn ward that wey, 
and have Ihe tenauntea together and lete hem witte that ye ought lo have the 
rentes and fcrmca of the Kid mancr, 1 can noi ?cc that ye be like to have but 
iitcU money (.here, withoute yt uoll do dibircyne ihrouout all ihe lordcfcbip. 1 
hare aette dayes to purvey hot Q/^nVJ money ayenat the first weke of cleene 
Leoton, and than they achd have u answcre v/ho ahal recfyve ii, ^hcrfbrc 
that it please your maistcraliip to rcmemhre lu Apeke 10 Mastic Jcancy. The 
blisBfd Trinitp present you and kepe you from all advercyte, Wreien at 
Ycbbyshep ^ the futst daye of Februare, 

Your pore servaunt and bcdmaui 



Item, th« maner of SttAtlon shUd payc oF reute xxrjj. Ttiw/., wechc the 
fernioar scythe my mutreAsc Biandon is acorded with yoa> He a be hyude 
fbr certeine yetct, &c. 



Fia. 



508 
JOHN PASTON TO 



RIGHT trusty and welbcloved, I grece yow hartily well, 
and will ye wite that where hit is so, that Sir John 
Fastolf, whom God assoyle, with other, was sum tyme 
by Sir Hcriy Inglose enfcfTed of trust of his miner offc Pykc* 
wurthc in Rutlandc, the which made his wilie, proved, that the 
scid mancr aholde by solde by Robert Inglose and Edmuiidc 
Wychingham his cxecutours, to whom the seid Sir John hath 

' Ipuwlcb ? 

* rFroin Paston Msa.j B-M,] TTic Ma. is a rough draft aigacd by John Fauon 
the ehlciit, and i:(inTcicd ill hjs baud. It teems to have been writlrn on the cover 
of B letter addrc«5cd to hjmsclfi for oa the back ti ihb direction in anothei hand : — 
*To my mobt rercrcui and worchtpfull mai»ter, John Panun the ctde^r, Evquler, be 
daii defiveryd in hut,' 

We have inseneJ thin letter in the year 1461 as thit vvas ihr fint year after 
Fastoira death, when JohiL Paaton aupears to tia^c Been reniding in London in the 
beginning uf Ftbmaiy. The oaiy other possible yeari art 1463, 14*5, and 1466, 
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rclcscd, as his dute was to do ; now it is so that for John 
Browne^ thcr is shewed a dcdc under seal! of armcs bcrynge 
date byfore his rclca made to the Duke of" NorfFoke, Henry 
Inglose and other, contrarie to the wllle of the seid Sir Herry 
and the trust of the feoffement that che seid Sir John Fastolff 
was infeffed irne. And a letter of Attorney under the ^ame 
scale of armes to yow, to deliver scison acordyngc to the same 
feffcmcnt, to the grct diiclaundre of the seid Sir John and all 
his, ycf this be true. Wherfore I preie yow hertili that ye 
feithfiilly and truly rescribe to me in all the hast ye may what 
ye knowe in this mater such as ye wuU stonde by with outen 
glosCj and how ye can imagine that this crafte shulde be 
practised, and specially whether ye yourself delivered scison in 
Rutlond or noo. And this and what inccdentes ye knowe, I 
prcie yow by wrytingc ccrtcfic me in all hast, that 1 may be the 
more ripe to answer to this^ to the wurship of the seid Sir John, 
that was your maister, so that thorowh your defaute your seid 
maisters soule ther for lie not in perell, but this djsclaundre 
may be eesed and cesed as reson requireth, to the wurship of 
hym and all that longe to hym. And this I pray yow failc 
not offc as I truste yow. Wret at Londo[n] the ix. day of 
Fcbruar. 

Yowr frend, Jow Paston. 
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SIR THOMAS HOWES TO JOHN PASTON* 

To the ryght vjuTshipfuii sir and meysttr, myn 
Mayster John Fusion, Squitr. 

RYGHT worshipfiill sire and mayster, I rccomaundc me 
to yow. And please yow that the chirchc of Drayton 
is or shal be resyngned in hast in to the Bysshopys 
hands by Sir John Bullolc, desyryng yow hertly that ye lyke I 

1 Thii name is uubstilutcd for * Htrty iDglort,' struct out, 

* (From Fcnn, iv. 6B.] For eviJence of the date of thii letter, Fenn quoto the 

3" 



(r.B.] 



THE PASTON LETTERS 

T462 may have the presentacion of the next avoydaunce for a newcw 
[raa.] Qf myn, callyd Sir Reynold Spendlove, whiche I trusTC yoiirc 
maystership wold agree to make in yourc rame and myr as 
was last, &c. And, sir^ please yow also that I have hadde 
diverse communicacions with Worcestr sethc Cryatniessc,' and 
I fcic by hym otterly that he wole not appoynt in other fourmc 
than to have the londs of Feyrechildes and other londes in 
Drayton to the sume of x, marc of yow proprely^ by syde that 
that he desyreth of myn mayater, whom God assoylc, whiche 
mater I remyttc to your noble discrecion. 

And as for answcrc of the bylles that I have, I have ben so 
sckelew aeythe Crystmasse that 1 myght not yette don hem, 
but i shal in alle hast, wher inne ye may excuse yow by me if ye 
please tyl the next terme, at whiche tyme alle shal be aunswercd, 
be Goddfl grace, who preserve yow and send yow th' accom- 
plyshcment of you re desyres, &c. 

Item, sere, please youre maystership hit was letcn me wcte 
in ryght secrete wyse that a pyssauncc is rcdy to aryve in thre 
parties of this londe, by the meanc of Kyng Herry and the 
Queue that wes, and by the Dewk Somercete and others, of 
vi.™ m.'- [iao,ooo] men ; and here day, if wynde and weder 
hadde sen^yd cheym, shuld a* ben here sone upon Candelmasse ; 
at Trente to London werdcs the! shuld a' ben by Candelmasse 
or sone after, one parte of thcym, and another parte comyng 
from Walys, and the thredde fro Yerncssey and GarnesscyCp 
Wher fore it is weel don ye enforme myn Lord Warwyk, that 
he may speke to the Kyng that good provy[s]ion be hadde for 
widistandyng there malicyoua purpose and evyl wyllc, whiche 
God graunt we may otir come theym ; and so we shuld, I 



following extracts froni the InUitutlon Books In ihc Kcgiatry of the Bishop i>f 
Norwith i— 

'Reg. li. 124, 29 January n6o-i. Jobannn fiulJock. «d pTdncnCiIJuntni Joh*is 
Paston aroi. rl TLiu. Huwya capctlarL 

'Reg. xi. J31. 15 March n^i'i. JobVa Flcraniew id prwataiiooEni 

Ir (bus appears thai the Gvmg nat, rcsjgticd by John Bullock in j+Al-j, and on 
the Tfih Man:ti John Flourdcw vis prtxntw to ic, uot the person here rccomoicndnl 
by Howes, 

^ Ttiii waid is indicated by Fmn aft indi&tinct id ihc us. 
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dought not, if we were alle on [one]. There ben many mede- 1462 
lerSj and they ben best cheryahed, whyche wold hurt moche if [^^^J 
these come to, as God diffcnde, &c. 

T< Howys, 



MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON* 

Ti my ryih wcrchcpfuH husbona^ John PastGH^ 
ke this ddyveryd in hajL 

PLESYTH yow to wcte that John Wellys and his brodyr "*<icii 
told me thys nyth that the Kyng lay at Cambryge as 
yestyrsnyth to Sandwyche ward, for ther ts grct dy- 
vysyen be twyx the Lordys and the schypmen ther, that causyth 
hym to goo thcdyr to sc a rcmcdyc therfon 

I thank God that John Pastor ycd non erst \went no earliffr\ 
forthCj for I trust to God all schall be do er he comyth. And 
it is told me that Syr John Howard is lek to lese hys hed. 

If it plcse yow to send to the aeyd Wellys, he schall send 
yow mor tydyngys than I may wryt at thys tyme. God have 
yow in Hys kcpyng. 

Wrctyn in hast at Thctford, at xj. of the dok in the nyth, 
the same day 1 dcpartyd fro yow. 

1 thank Pampyng of hys good wyll, and them that wer 
cause of changyng of my hors^ for they ded me a bettyr torne 
than I wend they had do, and 1 schall aquyt them anothyr day, 
and I maye. 

By yor M. P. 

1 (From Fcnn, ii, iIS,] It ipware by th« da<« of the Privy Seal writi that 
Edward iv, was at Camhndge on the inri and ^rd Mirch rtfia, and ihi* U pmbablv 
th« vinir alludrd \a, alihough v/t da not find rhai the King weni on to SandAicli 
aiterwardK. 
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5^1 

JOHN PASTON, THE ELDER, TO HIS FATHER' 



1462 



R 



To ntyn ryth reverent and 'monchypfuU fadsr^ 
John Pasion^ ^^yg ^^ the inder Temple, 

YGHT reverent and wyrshypfuU fader, I recotnand me 
un to you, be sychyng you of your blessyng and 
gode fadcrhodc, Pleasyt it you to undcrstond the 
gretc cxpens that I have Jayly travelyng with the Kyng, as the 
bcrour here of can cnfourmc you ; and howc long that I am, 
lyke to tary here in thys country or I may speke with you a 
gayn, and howe I am chargyd to have myn hors and hamys 
redy^ and in hasty wyse, besykyng you to consyder theys 
causes, and so to remcmbr me that I may have suchc thynges 
as I may do my mayster scrvys with and pleasur, trusting in 
God it schaH be to your wyrshyp and to myn and vayD \_avair\. 
In eapeciall I besyche you> that I may be sur where to have 
mony somwhat be fore Estern, other of you, or by myn uncle 
Clement, when nede yg. Of othir causes the berour hereof can 
enfourme yon. No more to you at thys tyme, but God have 
you in Hys kepyng, 

Wrytcn at Stamford, the xiij, day of March. 
Be yowr sonc and servant, 

John Paston, the Oldek. 

^ (From Pcnn, iv, nfi.} It appcaia hy the dales of Ihc Privy Seal vrritt ihal 
Edward LV. nan M. Stamford, from ihc 9th ig ihc i7(h March, in the iKcond yeu of 
lu» reign, ix. ID 1461. Thift letter bclonjrB rhcrcforr to that jcar. 
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REPORT OF FRENCH PRISONERS » 

Memorandum. 7his is the cQnfcssyon of xvj, Frgmhemen with 
the Masryr, takyn at S/r^ryngapj^ the ilj. wek of Lent. 

RIGHT worahipfull sir, I rccomaund me to you, and lete 
you wytCe, that 1 have be at Shiryngham, and examyned 
the Frcnshmcn to the riombre of Kvj. with the maistcr. 
And thci telle that the Duke of Somerset is in to Scotland; 
and thei scy the Lord Hungyrforthc was on Monday last 
passed afore Shcryngham in to Scotland ward, in a kervyle 
[carviiy of Depe, no gret power with hyin, nc with the seid 
Duk reyCher. And thei sey that the Duk of Burgoyn* is 
poysened, and not like to rccovere. And as for powers to be 
gadered aycnst our wcclfare ; thci scy, there shulde come in to 
Scync CC, gret forstages^ owt of Spayne, from the Kyng 
there;* and CCC. shjppes from the Duk of Bretayne'* with 
the navy of Fraunce, but thei be not yet assembled, ne vitayll 
there purveyd, as thei sey, ne men. And the Kyng of Fraunce^ 
is in to Spayne on pilgrymage with fewe hors as thei sey ; 
what the purpose is thei can not telle certcjn, &c. !n hast at 
Norwich. 

The Kyng of Frauns hath comitted the rewlc of Bordcws 
on to the marchaunds of the toun, and the browd' tha[t] be 
therin to be at ther wages ; and like as Calcys is a Stapole of 
wolle here in England, so is that made staple of wyne. 

John Fermer, prcsoner, seyth, on \jiTie\ John Gylys, a clerk 
that was with the Erie of Oxforthe, wych was some tym in 
Kyng Herrys hows, was a prevy secretary with the Erie of 

' {From Ffnn, r ^S^-J ThU lt(t« fvidtntly rffprs to the ita(e of martem in the 
beginning of the ^*ar r+Ai, when Henry vi. and Mar^Brd of Anjou tvrre in Scc^iand, 
ipd when thf Earl of Oxford had juil been brhciuied for roniipiiing againit Edward (V. 
Th< diie of Oitford't eiecution vm the aofh of Febrgaty. Thii confeision nf the 
Prerichmen ii datfd in the third week of Lent, that it to iay, between the 14th ind 
ih« loih of Much. > Philip the Good. 

* L^rge ihipi vith fornttget or foreeairlei. * Henry iv., King of Caitile. 

A Francis ^t^ the lait Diikc^ * Lewii Xi. 

1 This word^ la^s Fena» ii imperfect in the original. 
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Oxforthe ; and if any wrytyng wcr made by the scyd Erie, the 
seyd Gylya knew ther of in this gret matyeres. 



■TAECH 24 



JAMES GRESHAM TO JOHN PASTON ' 
7o my right sln^ler mahur, J. PastaH, Sqmyer, in hatl, i^c. 



A 



FTER due recomendacion, please it your maistership to 
wyte Maister Telverton^ justice, seid in the Sessions 
that the Kyng shulde kepe his Estern at Bury, and 
from thens come unto this cuntrc and se suyche riottcs as have 
be in this cuntrc punyshed in suchc fourmc as happcly summc 
shiilde hangc by the nekke. And he tolde what thank he had 
of the Kyng at Cambrigg for cause he declarid so well the 
charge of extorcions doon by Shirefs and other officers, &c., 
for the whiche declaracion the Kyng tooke hym by the hand, 
and seid he cowde hym grett thanke, and prayed hym so to do 
in this cuntrc, &c. 

In hastj at Norwich, the Wcdncsscday next toforc th'An- 
nunciacion, &c. 

Your poverc, J, Gr£SHam. 



JOHN WYKES TO JOHN PASTON* 

To my righi irusti and weiheUvid frend^ Jchn PastOHy Esquicr, 

HAacH £5 T^ IGHT worshipfull, and myn enterly welbelovyd frend, 

1^ I rccomaund mc un to you, hertcly thankyng you of 

-*- "^ your grct present of fisch, and of the fdyshipp that 

my cosyn your sonnc shcwid unto me att Norwiche, purposyng 

I [Froui Fenn, u. 76] \\ dors not apprar thai Edward TV. evtr did Kppnd an 
Euipr Bt Bury, if here tiroj^cted- He wac, hoArevcr, ai Cambridge in the beginning 
fif March 146a; from wVidi he proceeded to Peicrbomugh, Slamfiwd, Newark, and 
LinmLn, and af Eaater (ilih April) he «Fe[n>( 10 have been at LeifeBipr 

> [From Fetin, i. 151 ] As ihii lertcr relaies to th^ arresi of a confederatp oflhe 
Earl oF Oxford and h» non, who were execured in February 146J, for conipinng 
agaiail Edward iv., the date must be referred To thai yeir- 
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the grace of God to deserve it un to you in tyme to come, 1462 
in such place as I may do for you. haicb 25 

Dcsiryng you spccyally» whcr as a tcnaunt of mjnc of 
Lavcnham, called John Fermour, is sesid and arestid with in 
the towne of Termowth, be cause he dwellid with the Erie of 
Oxonfords son, and purpostd to have passid the see withou[t] 
lycence, and stondyth out of the conceyte of much peple, I 
wold desyre you, that ye wold wryte to the Baylyffs of Yer- 
mouth to ddyver the scid John Fcrmor to my scrvaunt John 
Brenerigg, brynger of this, with an officer of the seid Towne, 
to be caried unto the Kyngs Castcll of Rysing at my cost ; 
ther to be examynid of ccrteync Artycules, which I may not 
disclose, til I have spoke with the Kyngs Highnes : praying 
you to wryte to the seid Bayliffs, that I shall he her suffisant 
discharge aycnst the Kynge. Desyryng yaw to gcve credence 
to the brynger hcrof, as my vcrray trust is in yow- 

Wretyn at Lavenham* the xxv*^ day of Marche. 

Your trew and feithfuil frend, 
havyng no blame for my gode 
wylle. John Wykes, 

Ussher of the Kyngs Chambre. 



5^5 

JOHN RUSSE TO JOHN PASTON * 

ffp /he rigrk reverens and worshipfuli sir^ and my righs 
hoKGuraltls maysiyr^ John PaUon. 

RIGHT worshipfuli sir, and my right honourable maistir, ^"i- (?) 
I recomaundc mc to you in my most humble wise. 
And plese it youre good maistirshyp to wcte that it is 
seyd here that my Lord Worcestre is lyfc to be Tresorer, with 

^ [From Pcnn, \v. Jta.] Thli letlrr miu[ have bcrn nrtncn before ihe T^th of 
April 1461, on nhich day the Earl dS Wormier via« appoiJ^tcd Tieuuicr of the 
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1461 whom I truste ye stonde right wel in conseit, with whichc Gi 
Ar»tiL(?) contynwc. Wherfor I beseke yourt maistirshipp that if my 
seid Lord have the seld office, that it lykc you to dcsyrc the 
nomjrnacion of on of the officcz, cythyr of the countrollcr or 
serchorship of Jerncmuth, for a scrvaunt of yowrcz, and I 
shuld 90 gyde me in the office as J truste shuld be most profit 
to my seyd Lord. And if youre maistirshyp lylced to gete 
graunt thereof, that than it plesyd you to lycensc on of youre 
scrvaunts to take out the patent of the scyd office ; and if 
it cost V, or vj, or vJijn tnarkc, I shal trcwly contcntc it agcyn; 
and yeerly as longe as I myght hare the officez, or any of 
hemj 1 shal geve my maister youre sone v. markc toward an 
haukeney. 

It shuld be to me right a good mean to stondyn as well in 
the trust as in the conseyt amongs marchaunts, with whom 
and with alle men I callc myself a scrvaunt of yourcz, and soo 
wil do, if it picac you, which boldyth mc the more to calk 
upon youre right wurshipful inaistyrshyp in this mater, where 
in I beaeke you to forgeve me my boldneyse in thys behalve> 
And if I knew that my Lord shuld have the office in sertayn, 
than I wold wayte upon youre good maystyrshyp there to 
optcync the patent, if it plesyd youre good maystirship to gctc 
mc the graunt, &c. 

No more on to you, my right honourable maistcr, at thys 
tyme, but Jesu I beseke sende you a good conclucyon in 
all yore maters, and graunt you ever youre herts desyre. 
Yore concynwal servaunt and bedeman, 

John Russe. 
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W, C, TO JOHN PASTON » 

TId myrt rjght it'orjhspfaH hkJ ryght lingltr goad ftjayit^r^ 
mjH MeytUr J^hn Ptuivtt* 

M^D ryghc worshipfull jnayatci, I rccomaunJc mc to yow in myn ryghl 
bomblr wyne. Aiid pleafie your mayxf^fi^ti) Ehar 1 havp b«n at Wpiycg and 
Ihcre haitl ihe court and lew on Hokmonday ' aB hit hath bene of oJde lym* 
accottocrcd \ uid tKe ccoauntct h&vc atEorrtcd and bene full gloddc that myc 
lady ihold rejoyw hit and kfpc hwe pomesftion. The priour of Bromhill that 
was frfnioure hiA lerme is expired, and wole «ewe 10 myn Lady and hir couDcell 
to ha\e a ncwe lermc ; but Ictc myn iady be ware, tor, ae 1 here fieyn, he 
bydtlh but <t tyme thai he myghi getc a lumme of money 10 gcdcra of myn 
ladyn TyflodF, aod txt gonr ther wirh^ a lave of hit sojomyng as yeite in 
Hokehold. She hath bene dreven fro town 10 tovn for hi< iilce^ Hit U w«le 
done yc adrcrtyK rayn lady> if >hc be io thit caa that ahc hath gorcrnauncc of 
hir owen Wdea, ibat ihr do no ihyng (0 chat lyjlode nrr ouo uihtrr la NorfTolk, 
^:h ought advyjc of thcym that have vysytcd and o»er»een f heyrn ; for ther* 
iuth bene alraunge rewlci bothc la woodaalcE and &aLc of loadea hclde at wylle 
for frc rent, ab yc shal koowc here after. Thoreaby, a man thai was gcncrall 
AtEOmey for mjra Lord Oxenford that waa^ (old me lliai the Kynge hadde 
made Keche gecerall reccyvoure by prircseaie of allc toodi^B that were the Erie 
of Oxcoford and D^me Clyzabclf ccepl iho that Hawa^d hadde entered and 
LdohafTi and an other gratuited to Wykes, atid crELeyn lytlode in Kent thai wu 
ungaed to the tr*iorer of howihold of the Kyngea howG ; md she ahiild hive 
be Kcches haade v.^ [^00] mark, i),^ and 1. [a^o] mark to bene payed at th» 
Eicern and the leniulant at Mihelmasae- And «f the remalant the Kyng s^^ulcl 
be answered. Ye ihal sone uodtMtandc how it is; and if hit be so, hit [is] • 
btit foly to laboure any ferther. 1 wold f'ayn knowe, for the gourte* for the half 
yete wold bene holdc for ncde. And our LorJ be with yonre may«erohip and 
wode yow ih'accomplyshemcnt of youre noble desyrca. Wretcn haately at 
NoTwyche, the iiij'" day of May. 

Youre QCTTauDt 10 hlE power. 

And whan ye ^omoa with myn ryght worshipfall lady I bcacche yow 
mnonbre myn pore maceri in whiche 11 greet concyena, frc. 

' [From Paston uss., B^MO ^he maiiur of Wcetiug, In Norfolkj cunc to John 
Vert, (wclfth Earl of Oiford^ by his marfia^ vviili Eli/abtth, daughter and hcii of 
John Howard, £sf|uirc, son antf beir of Sir Jtthn Hovsard, Knight. This Eail "«■ 
wheaded in February 14A1, for ireuon against Edward JV., and the prcKnl letter 
leemi ta have bc^n written in May fotloning. 

' MocJ: Monday was a fortnight after Easter Monday. In i+fiz it ftU on the 3rtl 
May, The day before tht» tccicr was wriiiea^ 

' a^it/t rtpeaicd in wi- ■ Omitied in us. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON* 

I'o my rygkt 'ixursthipfui maisier, John Paston. 

RECOMAUNDE mc anto you. Plcsith ir you to witte 
that I have spoken with Furbuschour and other of the 
oiatrc that ye spake to me off, and they have promped 
me to be as feythefuU in it as it where for hem selfe. Also I 
have spoken wit^ my modrc and seide to here as ye desired 
mc to doo, and schc scidc ache knewc the massachc wcclc 
inowe before be other persones in like wicc as ye comaundcd 
hem to sey to her ; and sche seide she wodc fayne that ye 
dede weele what so ever ye sey and iille forthe in other 
talkyng. Mc semethe che isdisplesed that ye came not to her 
or than ye roodc foorthe. I schall telle you more whan that yc 
come home. Thomas Dcnys wyff whas at mc, and desired mc 
that 1 schulde scnde to you and desire you that che myght 
have knowleche from you how ye woll that sche schall doo with 
her matre ; sche seithe her brother and other of her frendes 
thynkc that she achulde up to London and calle uppon her 
matre there, but she seithe pleynly sche woll nought doo therin 
withoute your advice. It whas toolde me that Bacon and 
Connor whaa here to spcke with mc for the matre that Bacon 
spake to you of, and at that tyme I whas at Norweche and 
I herde no more of hem sethen. And as for my brother 
William, he is not purposed to come to London tyll afire 
Pentecost ; but my brother Qement is purposed to come 
forward on Monday or on Twesday next comyng at the 

■ [FTOit] Puron uas,, B.M.] Thii letter ii evidently not far reraored in Jate 
from \o. 4I9, in which 'Joan Gayne's matter* ib al™ mentioned. The /«", 
however^ cannot b( 14,61, u Wiiiiun Puion vru ia London tbat jv^ as earlj u the 
^ih April. It Hcmi alto from thii letter that John Pvian had nctai\j left home, 
which could not have been the cube in i+4i if No- 453 be of that year. We hav'C 
fherefopc liliJe doubt that the true date ii 1461, and that the siibttance of the Ittier 
/elates to proceedmgfi taken by the wid^w of Thoroo* Deny« agaimt hec huihajid's 
murderT". 

40 



EDWARD IV 

fcrthcst. No more at this tymc but the blissed Tritiite 1462 
preserve you, Wrctcn the xviij. day of May. "** »& 

Your Margaret Paston. 

I prey yow that yc woU weie safe to rcmembre Johane 
Gayne matrc, and that yc wol! take John Paston that he 
rcmembre you of it, for Dawbency and Pampyng woll sonc 
for gete it. 
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JOHN PASTON, JUNIOR, TO HIS FATHERS 
To my ryght wurscktpfull fadrc^ John Pastort, 

PLESIT you to wetc that I am at Leyn, and under stande 
be dyvers personys, as I am in formed, that the Mayster 
of Carbrokc' wold take a rewie in the Mare 7albos as 
for capteyn, and to ycve jaketes of his Icvcry to dyvers pcr- 
sonis qwych be waged be oder men, and tiouth be hym, bcyng 
in the said shep, Qwerfor lii as moch as I have but few 
sowdeors in myn Icvery her, to strenketh me in that qwych is 
the Kynges commanJcmcnij I kepe with me yowr too men, 
Dawbcnney and Calle, qwich I purpose shall scyle with me to 
Ycrmeth ; for I have purveyed harncyse for hem. And ye 
shall well understande, be the grace of God, that the said 
Mayster of Carbrokc shall have non rewle in the sheppes, as I 
had purposid he shuld have had, because of his besyresse, and 
for liiis is on of the specyall causes I kepe yowr said men with 
mCj bescchyng you ye takyt to non dysplesur of ther taryng 

' [Ficra Fcnn, i». looj On ihc i^tli May 14.61 4 commlsiion was giaiucd to 
Sir Jahn Boward and Sii Thoiniu Wji^ravr to aimt the Bhipi, (he Mary Taibat aad 
cbc Mary Thomim, both uf Lynn^ uid uihet vcskEs in Noifullc, SulTulk, and £s3u, 
fw a fl«ci which Lhc Kiflg '^an lilting out (ncc Patm RaU^ 2 EJw. it^ p. 1, m. 14, 
in dortv). Sii ThoTnaa Walgiavc may perhaps have been the person Jrsignaied in 
ibii letter ail Ihe Mailer uf Caibimkc. Ai all events^ ihc Jate ia dearly about thii 
time, 

' Ac CarbrooLe, in Norfolk, hu a comjoandr^ fonnerly beloiL^mg 10 the ICnighTH 
TempIanL, »fhkh, like niwE of the posseasiona of the order, when it waa Bupprcaaed in 
Edwud II. '1 time, rva3 given lo ihc fCnighta of St. /ohn. 
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1462 with mc. Nat withstandyng, ther hcrdeti' at Wyggcnalle 
K**^ shall be don this diy be the grace of God, Whoo have you 
in kepyng. 

Wrcten at Leynn, the morow after my departyjig from 
you. 

Item, as far such tydynges as be here, Th. shall in forme 
you, John Pastoh, 

ABSTRACT* 

jUKl/i lovcmofy of houiehold itutT remaiDiDg at Caitre, fi June J Ed^rard w-^ 

yisi of fotwB, jewcit, arrw, ctc< 
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NOTE 

Among Bome wsa,, which wem formerly to ha*e beloogtd 10 iht Patton 
Collcctioi] in the BodJeian Library at O^tford] is one endorecd — 'A Pedigree 
ihowicg hov the manor of CdiBter wat divided,' tracing Its descent from earlier 
owners 10 Sir -Tohn Fairolf. 

J. DAUBENEY TO JOHN PASTON* 

To my most reverent and worchepfkil maijicr^ John PaitoH, 

dweiiyng ai Heyiysdan^ he Shh delyvtryd. 

Ih'a. 

jwT 3 T^ ^OST reverent and worchepfull master, 1 recommaund 

^\\ me onto your god masterchep. Please you to have 

-^ "*■ Itnowlage, on the Fryday at afternoon next after 

Seynt Peter, there was at the taveran in London old Dcbnam 

1 I da ndt undrtEEand the niffiDing of the word ^ herdtn/^-F, 



1 [Fram u%. PhiUippt, 97)51 No. 354-] 
' [From FfnUj iv, ijg.J 



The dale of thit Jetier it Bhown by an enliy ot] the 
Putt/tt Ht>Ut X Edw. IV., p. 1, m. 7^ "1 <ierso. On the a7th Jiine 1462 \ com- 
miiEion WIS giueQ lo Uilbett Debenham, Jun., Enquire, Wilitr Alderiche, miEtef of 
the Gatm of Yarmouth, and Jcho ChiJde, to ureit for ihe Kiog'i lervic? a ship 
called l%e Sofgt 0'' TttrmuiA, aBai The Gforgf, with victuali, ifiaiicn, and mariner* 
for the tame- 
^'2 
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and young Dcbnam, Thomas Edmonds, and I; and thcr the 
Bcyd Thorn a3 Edmonds fell in cominunicacion with old 
Debnam, and scyd that my Lord Trcsorer' had put Ktiti 
to a gret charge for the vetelyng of Miiry "Taibot? seyyng 
to old Debnam that he bard sey that he had a C. bulloks 
to selle, the wychc the seyd Edmonds woUc bey so that they 
may i cord of the price. Than the scyd old Debnam answcrd 
ageyn, and scyd he wold, so that he myght have good pay- 
ment, or ellcs the seyd Edmonds to be bound in abligacion 
to pay hym at suche dayys as they myght a cord. And noon 
upon thys same langw^ige, yong Debnam spake to hys fader, 
•Sir, 1 pray you that ye wolle take avisment of this mater tilte 
to morowe, for I trost to your good faderhod that ye woUc 
late mc have a scricyn of your builoks for the vetelyng of the 
Barge of Ttrmothe^ and I shall fynd you sufficiant sucrte for 
the payment therof for Edmonds, I woUc that ye knowe 1 
have be ther, and spoke with the owner and with the maister 
of the seyd barge, and they knowyn myn oppoynrment.* 

Than the scyd Edmonds answered to yong Debnam, 
and told hym that the seCy of Ncrwic and Ycrmothc hathc 
gratintyd, and send wrytyng to the Kyngc and to the Lords 
that they wolle manne and vcteylle the seyd barge of her ownc 
cost fro the tym of hyr goyng owt tylle hyr comyng home ; 
and thus the seyd Edmonds told hym that my Lord Tresorcr 
and all the Lords that be at London thynk they do ryght 
well her dcvycr, and be worthcy mochc thanke of the Kyng. 
'Well,' quod yong Debnam, 'I had in commaundment for to 
have the rewlc of the seyd barge, and I wolle be at Yermothc 
as thys day iiij. dajys, and man hyr and bryng hyr downne to 
the Gylys of Hulle, for that ys my chype/ 

Also he scyd mor, with out that he myght have the seyd 
barge^ he wotle note goo to sec but hym self and hys xxiiij. 
men. And thus, yf please your maistcrchcp, he dcpartyd 
from the tavcran ; and at hya departyng, he told the scyd 
Thomas Edmonds, * Thys ys Paston labor/ Than the seyd 
Edmonds a»swerd hym ageyn, and seyd playnly he was to 

■ John Tiptoft, Earl of Worcester. He wu beheaded in October i47o,^F. 

■ Ste Preliminjiry Note to No- jrS, p- 4], Nofc 1, 
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1462 btame for to reporte so of your mastcrchcp, for he knojrthe 
jutY 3 veryly he scyd on trcwly of you and of my master your son 
bothe, and thcr on he wold take a hothe. And so, yf it please 
your good masterchep, late the ccty of Norwic and Ycrmothe 
have knowlage of hys gret crakyng and best, and let hym of 
hys purpose by the autoritc that they have. 

Item, my master your son wollc have to hys jakets murry * 
and tany [/^^wwy], and that it please yow sum of my felachep 
may spek to on of the drapers for to ordeyn yt ageyns hys 
comyng horn, for I trowc it shall be thys day sevenyght ar he 
comithe home. 

Item, sir, if please you, Skrowpe hathe sent to you to 
London be Byngham for the mony that ye knowe of, zit I 
spake not with hym ; but I shall telle hym that I suj^se ye 
^lall be here in the last end of the terme, and I shall send 
your masterchep word what answer I have of hym. 

Item, sir, tf pleese suche tydyngs as I her of, I send you 
word. My Lord of Warwek hathe be in Skotlond, an take 
a castell of the Skoots ; and upon thys ther came the Qucne of 
Skoots' with other Lords of her contre, as ye shall her the 
namys, in basetry [^m&assy^ to my scyd Lord of Wcrwek, and 
a trews is take bctwyx thys and Scynt Bcrtylmcw Day in 
Auguste, Thes is the last tydyngs that I knowe. No mor 
to your god masterchep at this tyme, but Jesu have [you] in 
kcpyng, 

Wretyn on the Saturday next after Seynt Peter. 
By your por servaunt, 

J. Daubeney. 

^ Duk nd or purple tnd j'elJowish colour. — F, 

> Mary^ daughter of Arnold, Duke of Gelden, and mother to Juuei he., King of 

Scotfind. 
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RICHARD CALLE TO JOHN PASTON, JUNIORi 
^0 oy maisir^f John Pauon ihe yonger, he this delivered, 

SERE, 1 have receyved your lettre^ wherm I undrestand 
that my maistre desired that my raaistrc your brother 
myght have the gidyng and govcrnaunce of the R^rge 
of YermQuthe. As to that, and men of Yermouthe had knowcn 
my maistre cntend a fornyght a goo, he had ben swer of it, 
but nough it is so that Debenham hathe a comyscion of the 
Kyng expressed oonly for that schip named in hes comyscion ; 
and he haihe ben here at Yermouthe, and spoken with the 
balyffs and with the owners of the seide schip, and takyn 
suche a direccioii that they may graunted it ne man but hym. 
And moreover be hathe endcntcd with the owners of the schip 
what dayc it schulbe rcdy as well vetaylled as manned; and 
also he hathe brought downe letters from my Lord Trcsorer 
to all priours and gentlemen in this contre to helpe hym and 
assiste hym to vetayle and manne the seide schip, and hes men 
is here dayle, and gothe abought and gathercth whete, malt, 
money, and what so ever any man woU gevc, &c- 

The blissed Trinytc preserve you- Wrctcn at Caatre, the 
Friday next aftre I receyved your lettre. 

Item, is talked here that my maistre your brother and 
Debenham were at words at London, and that Debenham 
shuld have streken hym, had nought Howard a* beenc, &c,, 
whcrof 1 am ryght sory, &c. Neverthelcssc I trust to God all 
schul be wcell. 

Your servaunt, Ric. Calle. 

> [From Frnn^ iv, 144.] Thi* and (he next letter were cvidcnil]' writrtr not 
very long afirt the lut. 
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RICHARD CALLE TO JOHN PASTON^ 
To my maislrCy John Pasforu 

PLESrXH your maisterschip to wit that I whas at Scole, 
and spake with Alblastre, John Sadder, and with other 
good yomen of the coritre to undrestonde how they 
were gidcd for the vctclyng of the Bar^e of Termouth. And I 
undrcstondc be them that there [;Air/V] hundred have payed; 
nevertheles it is but litcU. Ther was gatherd in that hundred 
xviij/- and cerlein corn, and some other hundred vj, marc and 
corne, and so they have payed in all the hundreds and townys 
here a boute, that is to sey. Est Flegge and West Flegge and 
up to Blofeld, Turisted and up to Stalom, I undrestand, be 
the comiscion that Dcbcnham hath. It is more large thanne 
master John is, as ye schal undrestand, wherof I send you a 
copy, wechc causeth me that 1 labour no ferther therin. Not- 
withstandyng your maisterschip schal have knowleche what 
every hundred gevc, and Yermeth bothe. 

Wreten atWynterton, the morwe aftrc I departed from 
your maisterschip, 

Yourc poore bcdman, Ric, Calls. 
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ABSTRACT = 

Richard Calle tq Jokm Putoh 

1 .g^r?) Cannot inform hira how much malt he bas ai Cafflre, 'for Uic maltera haie 

r _1 not moten all up ye%'— ^probably j.oo quarters new and l6o comb old mall of 

^ ^' CaflLrc aod Mauteby, of which 40 quartern will be epeat in the household by 

Hallawmai. At Yarmouth it ii now zt. 2J. a buthcl — it was i/> fjd^ Bui 

London is a better market* Thinks the price will fall here, aa the Gelds are 
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tCHDWibly fajr ia Flcggc, and bo up to Norwich. The carriage from Yarmouth 1462 (?^ 
to London will he 6J. per quarter, 'and 1 undrritaad j. qtucire of Yermothe [njLv z] 
metre maitethe at London but vij. biisachelL' 
Norwich, MoDiUy after Su Peler'a Diy. 

{At John PiAton dotv nai irtm to havr b«ro in iindjtturbfd pos^cEsian of Caitter 
brrorp t^6i, and we have evidence of RIchvd CalJe having been there in that year 
abotii the time of year when ihiR Ifttrr wzs writien^ vte may with great probablUry 
refer It 10 that year.] 



JOHN RUSSE TO JOHN PASTON' 

To /he right worshypful my righi honcurabyl maysui\ 
John Pasfon. 

RIGHT worshipfcll sir, and my right honourabill maistcr, jvly 15 
1 recomaurd mc to you in my most humble wyse, and 
please your maisiirship to wete that her is on Thomas 
Chapman, an evyl disposyd man al wey ayens you, as I have 
informyd youre maistirship many tymes, and now he hathe 
labouryd to my Lord Trcsorcr to subplaiite mc, and brought 
down wryghting from the Kyng and my Lord Trcsorcr ; but 
or hiac wryting cam, Wydwcll fond the meanys, be the auppor- 
tacion of Maistir Feen, that we had a discharge for hym out of 
the Chauncery ; wherfor the seyd Chapman proposyth to be 
at London in 2II haste, and to avcrtise the Kyng and my Lord 
Trcaorer ageyn mc to the grcttest hurt he can imagyne. Wher- 
for I bcsckc youre maystirship, conscdryng is evyl disposccion 
to yow, and also the rather at my pore instaunce, that yc lykc 
that my Lord Tresorer myght undyrstondc that the seyd 
Chapman is of no reputacion, but evyl disposyd to brybory of 
straungers, and be colour of hise office of supervisor of the 
scarche shal gretly hurte the port. The seyd Chapman sup- 
porters is Blakency, clerk of the sygnct, and Avery Corn- 
ourght, yoman of the Kyngcs chaumbre- He hathe here of 
Avercyes xxiiij. tune wyn, whereof at the long wey he shal 

L [Frnm FcnOp iv. mo-I The pircisf year in which Ehia letter wu wrjtlen 1% 
a. Uttle ancfrtaiD, but from the date and cDnientR it would appear that Ru&Ke wai now 
in poucsKion of the office which ia No. 51; he had aaked Paiiou to pnxnirc for 
him^ to that it canoot be earlier than 1461. 
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I462{,) make the seyd Avcrcy a !cwd rckenyng. The scyd Chapman 
i"^* 'S lovyth not you, nor no man to yow wards. Sec. 

Sir, I prey God brynge you onys to regne amongs youre 
cuntre men ir love, and to be dred. The Icngcr ye contynwe 
there the more hurt growyth to you. Men sey ye will neyther 
folwc the avyse of youre owyn kynred, nor of yourc counsel], 
but contynwe your owyn wylfullncssc, whichc, but grace be, 
shal be yourc diatrucion. It is my part to cnfourmc yourc 
maistirshyp as the comown voyse is, God betir it, and graunt 
yow onys herts ease ; for it is half a deth to me to here the 
gcncrall voyse of the pepyll, whiche dayli encreassyth, &c. 

Sir, I beselce youre maistirshyp to remcmbrc my maptrcsse 
for the lytil sylvir^ whiche for serteyn thyngs delyverid to 
yourc use is dcwc to me. 1 have nedc of it now. I have 
bought salt and other thyngs, whiche hathe brought me out of 
myche sylvjr. I wold trust, and I nedyd to borwe xx/i,, your 
maistirshyp wold ease me for a tyme, but thys that I desyre is 
myn owyn dute. And Jesu graunt yow ever yowr herts desyre 
to yourc worshyp and profyt, and preserve yow my right 
honourabyll maister from all advcrsyte. 

Wrctyn at Jerncmuthc, the xv. day of July. Here is a 
kcrvyl [c^n/sf] of Cane in Normandy, and he takyth Duchemen^ 
and raunsumyth hem grevously* 

Yore servaunt and bedman, Jouv Russe. 



526 

WILLIAM PASTON TO JOHN PASTON' 

To myn wurchipfal! brodcr, Jon Paston. 

1462 "TJ YTHTHE wurchipfuJl brodcr, 1 recomand [mc] to zow. 

J^T 1-^ Lckit it zow to wethe [swV], Jon of Dam is come to 

townCj and purposit hym to tary here a day ar ij. ar 

longar, I can thynk, and he be desyryd. Were fore 1 pray 

' [From Paston mss., B.M.] TTie icfcrcncr to ihc Jcaih of Clirinophcr Haoun 
prov» ttiit letter to havt been wntim in Julj- 14G3, 9a the pnuH date of bin <J«th In 
given m Letter fiB. 
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20W, and as 1 have afore this tyme dedryd zow the same, that 
suche materis as Kathc be comunyd now lathe be twyx myn 
moder, zow and hym, may take some good conclucyon be twyx 
owrc selff here at hom. And in myn consayt, savyng zow 
better avyse. It were so most convcnyent and wurchipfull for 
us all, and comforthc to all owre fryndia. And for this 
ententhc I wold tary here the lengar ; for ! wold be as glad as 
any man a lyve that suchc an ende mythe be take be twix us 
that ichc off us all schuld inyoy the wylleffar off odyr, qweche 
I trust with zowr good help schall be rythe wyll, and I dowthe 
nat myn masCyr Markam wyll be will plesyd thjs. 

I have tydyngca from London, and a mongc odyr tydynges 
1 have knowlage that Cirstofre Hanaon is passid to God on 
Saterday last past, at ij. of clok after mydnythe. It is good to 
take hede there to, &c. 

Item, I sent to zow to have had zowre avyse qwat menys 
were best to make for the mater towchyng rhc Lord Scrop, 
qwcrc in I had an answer, but me thowthc it was not to the 
poynthc- I sopose, and I purposyd to make the Jabore that 
zc sent me word I schuld do towchyng me, 1 can thynk I 
schuld sone be answerid, meche sonar than he. I must send 
5ome answer to hym, were in I wold have zowr consayll ; for 
he desirid the same, and I wold not he schold thynk that he 
were forgotyn be us. 

Be zowr pore brodcr, 

William Pastom. 

I can thynk and he were here he wold be a feythfuU frynd 
to zow ; but and so were that ze thowthe chat it were for 
to labore for any odcr man, me thynkit it were for zow to 
remembrc myn ncvew. That were somcwat lykly, and there 
to wold I be glad to help and Icnc to the todcr. For as for 
mc, I know so moche that sche will none have but iff he have, 
ar be Ickc to have, meche more lond than 1 have ; and iff I 
knewe the contrary, it schuld nat be left for the labore, but I 
wold not be in a foUs paradycc, and zc be myn good brodir, I 
trust ihow to do rythe will, &c. 
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THOMAS PLAYTER TO JOHN PASTON^ 

To my rigth good maistcr^ John Paston the oldest^ beyng 
at Heylesdortt besyde 'Norwiche^ in hast. 

1462 T^LEASE your maistcrship wctc that Christofer Hanson is 

juLv w^ ded and beryed ; and as for executor or testament, he 

mad non- 

As for tydyngs, the Erlea of Warrewyk, of Essex, Lord 

Wenlok, Bysshop of Dereham, and other go in to Scotland of 

inbassat. And as for the scge of Kaleys, we here no mor ther 

of, blysscd be God, ho have you in His kepying. 

Item, as for Christofera papers that longeth to your tenants^ 
I have goten of William Worcester ; and as for all the rem- 
naunt of Christofer good, William Worcester hath the reule as 
hym semeth most convenient. 

Your, Thoms Playtek. 
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PLAYTER TO JOHN PASTON* 
To my maister^ John Paston^ at Heyksdon^ 

ITEM, plese you wcte of other tytyngs. These Lords in 
your other letter,' with Lord Hastyngs and other, ben to 
Karlyle to resseve in the Qwen of ^tts ; * and uppon 
this appoyntement, Erie Duglas^ is comaunded to come thens, 
and as a sorwefull and a sore rebuked man lyth in the Abbey 

1 fFrom Fcnn, vr. 1 14J This letter, like tbe lut, ii dated by the letter fblktwing. 

3 [From Fenn, i- 170-J Thii letter seemi to hare been pcaaed inunedutely after 
the last wat tent ofF. 

3 ij. the other letter to you — mcuitng No. 517, 

* MkTf of Gueldro, widow of Jamei 11. 

' Junes, Earl of DougtUr who had been builihed from ScoiUad, but wu nude by 
Edward iv. a Knight of the Garter. 

JO 
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of Seytit AJbons ; and by the aaid appoyntemcnt schall rot be 
reputed, nor taken, but as an Englysaheman, and if he come in 
the daunger of Scotis, they to sle hym. 

Item, Kyng Harry and his Aderents in Scotland schall 
be dclyvered ; and Lord Dalcres of the Northe is wonne and 
ycldcn, and the scid Lord, Sir Richard Tunstall, and on Byllyng- 
ham in the said Castell ben taken and hcded. 

Item, the Qwen and Prmcc ben in Fraunce and ha mad 
moche weyes and gret peple to com to Scotland and ther trust 
to have socour, and thens to com in to Inglond : what schall 
falle I can not sey, but I herd that these appoyiiteraerts were 
Ukc by the yong Lords of Scotland, hut not by the old. 

Yovir, Plaiter- 

Christofer dyed on the Satarday next be for Seynt Margret,^ 
Anno . E. ij*"' 
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JOHN RUSSE TO JOHN PASTON' 

7fl my right hcitorahil and ivorshypfuil maister^ my 
Af abler Paston^ 

PLEASE It youre worshipfull maistyrshyp to wctc, that it "'t- 
is informyd me thys day scrctly, that there is dyrectcd 
out a commy3sion to mayster Yclwyrton and maiater 
Jenney, which shall tomorwyr syttyn be vcrtu of the same at 
Seynt Oleffes ; ' and the substaunce of jentiJmen and yenien of 
Lodyngland be assygned to be afore the scyd commesyoners ; 
and it is supposed it is for ray maistcrs londs, for as the seyd 

^ St, MarguxfB Dif *va>lhc lOth JuJy. The SalUfdHf before jC m 14^2 vvaathc 

' [Frora Fenn, i- ifio-] TKia letter muai hi^e beta written inihc j-eir i+fit before 
tt* Duke of Somerset wu receiveJ into favour. ProclamiiJona »mUar ta those 
mcntiofxed in this [erter were iMucd on the *ih Miireli i^^i and the nth May 1464 i 
bui neither of these can be the case refeired to. The coming of the Ktng lo London 
oiurt have been m the Uginaing of September 14*1. He vtai in London 00 the i4th 
of tbit month, and had been iii Foiherinzay on the jit, an the dales of Privy SeaLi 

> fit. O^vc a, in Suifblk. 
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1462 persone informyd me, the seyd comcsyoners have been at 
■•i^- Cotton, and there entred, and holdyn a court. I can not 
uiforme youre maystyrship that it is thus in sertcyn, but thus 
it was told mc, and dcsyryd me to kepc it secret ; but be cause 
I conseyve it is ageyn your maistyrship, it is my part to geve 
you rclacion thereof. 

I scndc you a letter which comcth from Worcestyr^ to my 
maister youre brothyr. I wold ye undyrstod the intentc of it* 
for as for Worcester, I knowe well he is not good. Sum men 
ar besy to make wcrre, for p'* the abscntyng of my muster, 
the parson comyth not of hyse owyn mocyon, but I wold youre 
m^styrship knewc be whom it is mcvyd, I herd you never 
catic hym false pryst, be my trouth, nor other language that b 
rehersyd hym^ but Gode sende a good accord, for of varyaunce 
comyth gret hurt of tyn tyme, and I bescche Jcsu sende youre 
maistyrship youre herts dcsyrc, and amende hem that wold the 
contrary. 

Sir, yestcrevyn a man came from London, and he seyth, 
the Kyng cam to London on Satyrday, and there dcde make a 

Eroclainacion that all men that were be twyx Ix. and xvj. shuld 
e redy to wayte upon hym whan so ever they were callyd ; 
and it is seyd, that my Lord Warwyk had sent to the Kyng, 
and informyd hyse Hyghnesse that the Lord Summyrset had 
wretyn to hym to come to grace ; but of the fleet of shyppis 
there is no tydings in scrteyn at London on Monday last 
past. 

Youre bedman and servaunt, 

John Russs. 

1 Wllliuti Worcttttt. 

■ p\^-^ ID Fcnn'i left-hand copy. Th« word fwm* to hxn been unbiguous in 
tbe ongiiuJ m., and U rendered ' ^ ' (in itnlioi) in the mcidCTn remon. 
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JOHN PASTON TO THE LORD CHANCELLORS 

SHEWYTH and lowly complcynith on to your good I462(?) 
Lordship John Paston, the older, Squicr, that where 
Sir John Fastolf, Knyght, cosyn to your scid bescchcr, 
was seasid of diveris maners, londs» and tenements in Norfolk, 
Suflfolk, and Norwich, the xxvij» yere of Kyng Herre thai was, 
and thcrof infeffid diveris persones to execute and performe 
his will, and mad his will in especiall that a college of vij. 
monks shuld be stahillsshcd, founded, and indcwed withinne a 
plase Jatc be the seid Sir John edified at Caster be the see 
in Norfollc, and certeyn Uvelodc to be in:>morte3id ' therto. to 
prey for his sowle, his faders and moders, in forme and maner 
as in his will mad at that tyme more pleynly specifyth ; whech 
will and feffment continued till the xxxv. yere of the seid late 
Kyng. And aftir, upon divers communicacions had be divers 
pcrsonis with the seid Sir John FastoliT, and upon divers con- 
sideracions mevid to hym, the scid Sir John Fastolffconceyvid 
that such be monkys hym there to be indcwed shuld not be 
of power to susteyne and kepc the scid plasc edified, or the 
lond that shuld be immortesid ther to, acordyng to his seid 
entcnt and will ; whcrfore, and for good will that the seid Sir 
John FaatolfFhad to the proferryng of your seid besecher mevyd 
hym to have the scid plase and certeyn of his livelodc of grcttcr 
valew than the charge of the seid college schuld drawe, and to 
found the scid college and to here the reparacion and defcns 
therof Upon whech mocion the seid Sir John Fastolff and 
your seid besecher apoyntcd be word withowt writyng at that 

^ [From Piiton i/as., B.M.] Tliit it 3 Jra^ bill in Chuicery prepared by John 
Paaan nith a view ra the comnienrf^raFnt nf a suh agaiiict Yelvprton and J^fic? ^(^r 
Ibfif mtry into Ihc manor of Corron and other lands of Sir John Fa»^Eolf in Sultblk. 
Tlie docLimvni may havr br^o drawn up in (hp lati«r pin af lh« ytit 14^1 i but 
from Ihc fontpnt* af fhr prrccding letJcr it i« not i^nliltely to have b*eTi a year larcr. 
Two fopiti of thii documcTH ejiit, with iht very ume carrrctiont <nd inwrhticaiioiii 
in both, 

* AmortiznJ, or granted in mortmaLH. 
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1461 (?) lyme mad that your seid bcscchcr shuld, aftir the dcccsc of 
the scid Sir John FastolfFj have the scid pUsc in Caster, and 
all the maners that were the scid Sir John Faatolfts or any 
other to his use in Norfolk^ Suffolk, and Norwich, up trust 
that the same John Pastoii shuld founde there a college of vij. 
monkes or presfes havyng a certeyn pension for her sustcnta- 
cion payid cterly in mony withawt any charge, cost, rcparacion, 
or jopcrde of dcfcns of the seid plase or of any other livclodc 
to be bore be the seyd collegians, and more over to payc a 
certeyn somme of mony of the rcvencws of the seid maner?, 
londes and tencmentes to be disposid ycrly be certeyn ycrcs 
for the sowJe of the seid Sir John Fastolff' till the summe of 
v,°'' [jooo] mark were so disposed. Upon wcch apoyntc- 
ment it was acordyd he thwyx the scid Sir John and your scid 
bescchcr, for as moch as your seid bcscchcr had non astatc in 
the seid maners and londes and tencmentes, that for his more 
suerte, and upon trust that the seid Sir John had to your scid 
besecher in this behalfe that a newe feffement shuld be mad of 
the scid plase and of the maner of Caster, and all the scid 
maners, londs and tenements to your seid besecher, and divers 
other pcrsonys to the use of the seid Sir ^ John, tcrmc of his 
lif, and aftir his dcccsc to the use of your scid besecher. And 
moreover, for as moch as your seid besecher was in dowtc 
whcdir God wold send hym tymc of life to execute the seid 
apoyntement, intendyng that th" effect of the old purpose of 
the seid Sir John Fastolff schuld not be all voyded, thow it 
so fortuned your seid besecher cowd not performe the seid 
apoyntemcnt^ mevid the seid Sir John FastoliF that, not with- 
standyng the scid apoyntcmcnt, that he aftir the seid feffemcnt 
mad shuld make his will for the seid coJege, to be mad in all 
maner wise as thow the seid Sir John Fastolff and your scid 
besecher shuld not make* the seid apoyntement ; and chat aftir 
that, the scid apoyntement to be ingrosid and made so that 
the seid college shuld hold be the same apoynrement of your 
scid besecher, and ellis this seid will of the scid Sir John 

' *Sii.' — Thla word isomiticd in the fittt copy. 

' 'Shuld noi make.' — ThcK word* arc imerlmcd in pUcc of the nord 'Itft,* 
tvhich ia cruccE, 
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Fasiolff to sund in cifect for cxccutyng of his aeid purpose. i+62(?) 
And sonc aftir this comunicaclon and apovntement the scid 
fcffcmcnt was mad acordyngc, and season dciivcrid ro yourscid 
be^echcr at the scid plasc edified in Caster, as well as at the 
seid maners^ londs, and tenements, the scid Sir John Fastolff 
beyng present at delivery of season mad to your seid besecher 
of the seid plase and maner of Caster, where the seid Sir John, 
more largely cxpressyng the scid will and cntent, deliverid 
your seid besecher pos^ssion with his owne hands, declaryng 
to notabill pcrsonys there the same fefFemcnt to be made to 
the use of the scid Sir John as for tcrme of his lif only, and 
aftir his decese to the use of your seid besecher and his hcyrs ; 
and divers tymes in divers yeres afttr declared his entent In 
like wise to divers personys. And aftir, be gre: deliberacion 
and oft communicacion of the seid mater, the scid Sir John 
Fastolff and your seid besecher comenauntyd^ and apoyntcd 
be writyng thoroughly for the scid mater so that your scid 
besecher shuld have the scid plasc and all the seid maners, 
londs, and tenements in Norfolk, Suffolk, and Norwich, to 
hym and to his heyrs ; and that he shuld found a college of 
vij. monlces or prestes withinne the seid plase perpetually as is 
before seid^ and to pay iiij "^' [4000] mark to be disposed in 
certeyn ycrs for the sowle of the scid Sir John Fastolff; the 
wbcch apoyntcmcnt dcclarid and red before the scid Sir John 
Fastolff, be good deliberacion was be the scid Sir John fully 
concludld, agreyd and stabilisshid for his last will in that 
behalve. 

And also the scid comenauntes and apoyntementes eftsonis 
callid to remembrauncc be the seid Sir John Fastolff, the same 
Sir John, for ccrtcyn consider acions movyng hym^ be his word, 
withowt writyngj dischargid your seid besecher of the seid 
5omme of luy^ mark, desiryng hym so to ordeync that ich of 
the scid monkcs or prestes shuU yerly have as the prestes of 
the chauntry of Heylesdon had, and that vij, pore men shull 
also be founde yerly in the scid plase inperpetuite to pray for 
the sowles above sayd, 

[And aftir, that is to scy the Satirday, Sonday, and Monday 

^ So spelt in both copies. 
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i46l(?) next before the decese of the seid Sir John, the same Sir John, 

rcmembryng divers miters and intents in his mynd necessary 
for the wcle of his sowle, whcche were rot cxprcssid in the 
seid will and apoyntcmcnt, nowthcr in his testament, and that 
he wold have one will mad and wrcte conteynyng the scJd 
apoyntemcnCs, as well as the seid other maters not dcclarid in 
his intent and will acordyng, comaundid to have it so ingrosid 
and wretc.] * And where your seid besecher hath don his 
part acordyng to the will and apoyntcmenls of the seid Sir 
John, as well in fyndyng of the seid prcstes and pore men as 
in al] other thyngs that to hym bclongyth to do in that bchalfc ; 
and, this not with standyng, William Yelverton, Knyght, and 
William Jenney, whech be infefllid joyntly with your seid 
besecher in divers of the seid maners, londs and tenements, 
have'* mad a sympill cntre in all the seid maners in Suffolk, 
and chargid ihc haylifs, fermorsj and tcnaunts of all the scid 
maners to pay hem the profitez and rcvencws of the same 
maners, londs, and tenements; and thus, contrary to th'entcnt 
of the seid feffement, and contrary to the will of the seid Sir 
John Fastolff, the: trobill and lette your seid besecher to take 
the profitez of the aeld maners, londs, and tenements ; of 
whech your seid besecher hath no remedy at the comcn lawe. 
Wherforc please your good and gracious Lordship to direct 
scverall wntts of subpena to the scid William and William, 
chargyng hem severally upon a peyne convenient to appere 
before your Lordship in the Chauncery at a certeyn day be 
your Lordship to be limityd, to answer to these premisses, and 
to do as right and consiens requirith- And your seid besecher 
shall pray God for yow, 

ThefoUyojing ortidt it added in rhfjirrt caj>y iviift many correctiont : — 

And altir, late before ihe i^ia»B0 of the tPid Sir John Fastollf. he wotd ind 
ord^ynid thul on wryting shuld be mad of Ehe fucdacion of the seid college afiir 
the forme of the scid apoyotcmeot mad with youj aeid bcaecber, and of diTcraca 
DEhir ajdciea conipjrnid in hid seid former willea, nui conf<enimg the leyd colegge 
and also of diterE maten wheche he remembrid necessary for (be weler of hii 
lowie, chat were nevir expreaaid ic writyog before, joyntly to geder expreio^ag 
hii hole and inter and Uat will and mteoL in all. 
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JOHN RUSSE TO JOHN PASTON' 

7o my right h^murahyl and vaorshypfttU mahter^ my 
Mtiister hhn Paston. 

PLESE your worshypfull maiatership to wcttc^ here is a 
ship of Hith, wychc seith that John Cole cam from 
the west cost on Wednysdiy last past ; and he seyth 
that the fleet of" shippis of this londe met with Ix. seile of 
Spanyards, Brettenya, and Frcnshemcn> and there tok of hem 
'' [50], whcrof xij. shyppys were as grct as the Grac^de Dewe; 
and there ia slayn on thys partyes the Lords Clynton^ and 
Dak yr,' and many jcntilmcn juve(?)* and othyr, the nombrc 
of iiij.*"^ [4000]; and the seid Spanyards were purposyd with 
marchaundise in to Flaundres. My Lord of Warwyks shyp, 
the Mary Grace and the Trenyte^ hadde the grcctest hurt, 
for ihcy wcr formosi- God send grace, thys be trew. On 
Thursday last past at London was no tydings in scrtcyn where 
the flet was, nor what they had doon, and thcrforc I fere the 
tydings the more- 

Item, sir, as for tydings at London, ther were arystyd be 
the tresorer xl, seyles lyeng in Temse, wherof many smale 
shyppis; and it is scyd it is to carye men to Caleysc in all 
haste, for fcer of the Kyng of Fraunce for a segc. And It 
was told me secretly there were CC. in Caleyse sworn contrary 
to the Kyngs well, and for defaute of there wages ; and that 
Qwen Marget was redy at Boleyn with mychc sylver to payc 
the soudyers, in cas they wold geve here cntresse. Many 
men be gredy aferd of thys marer, and so the tresorer hath 
mych to do for thys cause, 

^ [From Fenn, i. a6i.] Thii letter fva* *virfentl^ written noi veiy long after 
No. 519- The dcet Rienliohcd here and in that letter ii (liat refeiTKl Ea in the 
pnlimmary noTc to No, ff^iP- 4^, Mote i. 

^ Johjn, Lord Clintcn, The rumour was falte, ai he wai lumTnoned lo ParEJunent 
jn 1463- Nk'oLas ^uppa^i he died n^baut 1465, 

* Richard F}^?s, Lord Datrc of the South, who wai Lond Clinlon'i father-iit-liw. 
He did not mllj' die tilJ X4S4- 

' Thii word, Fenn aajA, is doubtful in the originaJ ms. 
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Item, sir, as for tydings out of Ireland, thcr wer many 
men at London at the fcyre of the contrcs next them of 
Ireland, and they sey thys iij. wyks came there neythyr shyp 
nor boot out of Irelond to bryng no tydings ; and so it 
semyth there is myche to doo there be the Erie of Pembrook.* 
And it is seyd that the Kyng shuld be at London as on 
Satyrday or Sonday last past, and men deme that he wold 
to Caleyse hym selfe ; for the soudyora arc so wyld there, that 
they wyll not Ictte in ony man but the Kynge or my Lord 
Warwyk. 

Odiyr tydings the were come to London, but they were 
not publyshyd ; but John Wcllys shal abyde a day the lenger 
to know what they are. 

No mere un to you, my right honourable maister, at thys 
tyme, but Jesu send yow yourc Herts desyre, and amende hem 
that wold the contrary. 

Your bedman and conty[n]wal servaunt, 

John Rvsse. 
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JOHN PASTON, JUNIOR, TO HIS FATHER' 

70 my ryth reverent and worchepfull fadyr^ John Paston, 
be thys delyveryd in hast. 



R 



YTH reverent and worchcpfull fadyr, I recomand me 
on to yow, bcsccchyng yow lowly of your blyssyng, 
Plesyt you to have knowlage that my Lord* is pur- 
posyd to send for my Lady, and is lykc to kcpe hts Crystmas 
here in Walys, for the Kyng hathe desyercd hym to do the 
same. Wherfor I bcseche yow that [ye]^ wolc wychesave to 
send me sume mony by the bcrcr herof ; for, in good feythe, 
as it is not on knowyng to yow that 1 had but ij. roblys 
in my purse, whychc that Rychard Call took me by your 

' Jujjci Tudor, EarL of Pcmbrokci halF-broEhcr lo Hcoiy y\. 

' [From Fcna^ i. 166.] In the month of October 14.6?, aa ^'c IcuD from William 
WDFCCilcr, Mar£arti of Anjou came out of Fnmcc, wlijthcr alic had fled in spring, 
tviih a force of zooo invn, laiideil on ihc coai[ of Nonhuinbcrland, and laid siege to 
BomborouEh* which «hp took ind placed in the keeping of the Dulce of Somerset. 

* Thr Duke of Noifblk. * Omitted in ofiffJnaL 
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comandcmcnt, when i dcpartyd from yow owt of Norwychc, 
The bercr herof schuld bye mc a gownc with pert of the 
mony, if it plese yow to delyvcr hym as myche mony as he 
may bye it withj for 1 have but on gowne at Framyngham 
and an other here, and that is my levcre gowne, and we must 
were hem everyday for the mor part, and one gowne with- 
owt change wyll sonc be done. 

As for tydynga, my Lord of Warwyk yed forward in to 
Scotland as on Saterday^ last past with xx-""^- [20,000] men; 
and Syr Wylliam Tunstalc is tak with the garyson of Bam- 
borowth, and is lyke to be hedyd, and by the menys of Sir 
Rychard Tunstale* is owne brodyr. 

As sonc as 1 here any more tydyngys^ I schall send hem 
yow by the grace of God, who have yow in Hys kcpyng. 
Wrctyn in hast, at the Castle of the Holtc,' upon Halowmas 
Daye. 

Your sonc and lowly scrvaunt, 

J, Pastom, Junior. 
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JOHN PASTON THE YOUNGEST TO 
JOHN PASTON THE ELDER* 

Ti my ryth 'wonhepful hrodyr John Paston^ the elder, zone 0/ 
Juhn Paston^ Esquyer^ he ihys delyveryd in fmst. 

RYTH worchepfull brodedyr, I rccomaunde mc to yow. ^^- * 
Plesyt yow to wet, that as thys day we had tj'dynga 
here, that the Scottys wyll come in to Inglend with in 
vij, days aftyr the wrytyng of thys lettyr, for to rescue these 
iij- casteliys, Alnewyk, Donsamborowc ^ and Bamcborowc, 
whyche castcUys wcr bescgyd, as on ycstcrdayc* And at the 

' ^cih Ociobrr. 

* Sir Richard Tun&ial vraa on Qurun Margartt's ndrt "rhik his brolhtr WillianiT 
ir wfms wai on [hat of King Edttird. • In Denbighshire- 

* [From Fciin, i, lyij The sieges memioiitiJ in ihii leiitr loot place, accitrd- 
ing TO Warkworth, in Drccmbei or the ^rit yrar of EldwarH iv,., r.r. 14^1 ; but 
according to WilUam WDrecsttr in i+tii. The dates of ihc Privy Seal writs prote 
th^t x\it Taitpr ia right, and that Edvvard iv. nas at Durham in December 146a. 

* Dunntanborouglu 
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wgc of Alliicwyk lythc my Lord of Kent and the Lord 

Scalys; and at Dotisaracborow castyll lythc the Eric of Wyr- 
cctyr [and] Syr Rafc Grey; and at the castyll of Bamcborow 
lythc the Lord Montagwe and Lord Ogyll, and othyr dyvers 
Lordys and gcntylmen that I knowc not; and ther is to hem 
owt of Newc Castyll ordynatis inowc, bothe for the scgys and 
for the fcid. In cas that thcr be ony fcid takjm, as I trow there 
shall none be not yet, for the Scottys kcpe no promcs. My 
Lord of Warwyk lythe at the castyll of Warcorthe, but iij. 
myle owt of Alnewyk, and he rydylh dayly to all thes 
castclys for to overse the segys ; and if they want vataylys, 
or any othyr thyng, he is redy to pervey it for them to hys 
power- The Kyng comandyd my Ix>rd of Norfolk' for to 
cotidyth vetaylys and the ordynans owt of New Castyll on 
to Warcorthe Castyll. to my Lord of Warwyk ; and so my 
Lord of Norfolk comandyd Syr John Howard, Syr William 
Pec he, Syr Robert Chamberlyen, Rafc Ascheton and me, 
Calthorp and Gorge, and othyr, for to go forche with the 
vytalys and ordynans on to my Lord of Warwyk; and so we 
wer with my Lord of Warwyk with the ordynans and vytalys 
yesterdays The Kyiig lythc at Durham, and my Lord of 
Norfolk at New Castyll. Wc have pepyll inow here. In cas 
we abyd here, 1 pray you purvey that I may have here more 
mony by Crystmas Evyn at the ferthest, for I may get leve 
for to send non of my wagyd men home ageyn; ne man can 
get no leve for to go home but if they stell a wcy, and if ihcy 
myth be knowe, they schuld be scharply ponyschyd. Mak as 
merry as yc can, for thcr is no jopcrtc toward not yet And 
ther be any Joperte, I schalJ sone send yow word, by the grase 
of God, I wot well )x have more tydyngys then wc have 
here, but thes be true tydyngs, 

Yelverton and Jeney ar lek for to be gretly ponyschyd, 
for because they came not hedyr to the Kyng. They ar 
morkyn [ffiflrir^J well iiiowc, and so is John Bylyngforthe and 
Thomas Playtcr; whercfor I am ryth sory, I pray yow let 
them have wctyng thcrof, that they may purvey their excuse 

' Jolui Mvivbrajr, ivhu succeeded his i'txh^T in the dukedom of Noifoik in i4JSjt 
He wuat thii time cuij dghicca yean of age- 
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in hast, so Chat the Kyng may have kiiowl^c why that they T462 
come not to hym in thcr one peraonys; let them come or ™<^- '' 
send ther excuse to me in wrytyng, and I schall purvey that 
the Kyng schall have knowlage of ther excuse; for I am well 
aqueyntyd with my Lord Hasty ngys, and my Lord Dakarys,^ 
whychr be now gretest abowc the Kyngys person; and also 
1 am well aqueyntyd with the yonger Mortymcrc, Fcrcrys, 
HawCc, Harpor, Crowmcr, and Boscwcll, of the Kyngys 
howse. 

1 pray yow let my grandam* and my cosyn Clcre" have 
knowlage how thar 1 desyryd you to let hem have knowlage 
of the tydyngys in thys letyr, for I promysyd for to send 
them tydyngs. 

1 pray yow let my modyr* have cnowcl^e how that I, and 
my fclawscep, and your acrvauntys ar, at the wrytyng of this 
Icttyr, in good hell, blesyd be God. 

I pray yow let my fadyr have knowlage of thys lettyr, and 
of the todyr letiyr that I sent to my modyr by Felbryggy& 
man; and how that [ pray bothe hym and my modyr lowly 
of her blyssyngys. 

1 pray yow that ye wolc send me some Icttyr how ye do, 
and of your tydyngys with yow, for I thynk ionge that I here 
no word fro my modyr and yow» 

I pray yow that thys bill may recomand mc to my systyr 
Margery, and to my mastrea Jonc Gaync, and to all gode 
mastyrys and felawys within Castyr- I sent no Jettyr to my 
fadyr^ never syn I departyd fro yow, for I kowd get no man 
to London, and never sythc. 

I pray yow in cas ye spake with my cosyn Margaret 
Qere, recomande me to hyr; and Almythy God have yow in 
Hys kepyng. 

Wretyn at Newcastyll on Satcrday next aftyr the Consep- 
sion of owyr Lady. 

Your, John Paston, the 

Yongcst. 

I pray yow let Rychard Call ac thys lettyr. 



I Set p, S7, Note I' 

* Elizabeth, widow af Robert Clcre of Ormeibj^. 



' Agnfa Ps((on, 
^ MaigiTFi PuroD. 
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[JOHN] PASTON TO [THE DUKE OF SUFFOLK] ^ 

THAT it please my lordis good grase to be good lord 
and supporter of Paston in his right and possession 
of che maner till his right can be lawfully or be tretc 
dtspreved by his adversaries, consideryng that the said Paston 
is my lordis homager and was ncvir aycns his lordship and 
that my lord is not gretly behold to do for the scid Pastons 
adversaries as he under standith. 

And in case my lord woU not supporte the seid Paston in 
his right but be indifferent athwyx bothe parties, that thannc 
it please my lordc to have considcracion to the right of the 
mater as folowyth in articles and ther upon to be rcmcmbird 
whedir it be resonably desired by William Jcnney or by 
Dcbenham as his waged man or for his sake that Paston 
shuld leve the possession or the takyng of the profitez of the 
seid tnaner. 

First to be remcmbird that the seid maner aswell as the 
maner of Nakton were Sir John Fastolffis, and that the scid 
Paston of the acid maner* tokc estatis at Cotton and attornc- 
mcnt of the tenauntis viij, or ix. ycrc goo, in such wise as the 
tcnauntes can reporte, and continued there in possession aswell 
in the live of the seid Sir John aa sithen> and hath take the 
profitez therof sith the disccsc of the said Fastolff, except 
for the termc of Mighelmes a yere passed, whcch tymc the 
tenauntcs were compellid by fors of distresses to pay ayens 
ther willcs part of the scid profitez. 

And that also the title of the seid Paston to the seid 
maner is not all only by the seid fcffement but aswcU by a 
graunt and bai^eyn made a thwyx the seid Fastolff and the 

' [Add- Ui. )4^SS(jp f. tSi.J This ppticion must hive been rinAn up at th« mil 
of 1463 or in thp btrginmng of 146^, whifh would he eonnidprpd itiLl 1463 in Ih? oJd 
computaiion. It mii*t Have betn fully rhrte ytai^ after Faitohi dsith, which took 
place on the 5th November 14.59, and (he impriionmeni of Richird Calif in TfSi 
utt No- 417) ii refriTTd 10 as hivJng talcrn placr *at Mii!hi.FlinaB the year pa«.^ 
The nobleman to whom thp pctiiion ii addressM teem* lo be the Dulce of SvitfbJk. 
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seid Paston as by the last will of the scid Fastolff, where by i 
the scid Fasten ought to take the hole profited of the acid 
maner, and oJso it is lefuU to the seid Paston to kepe the 
seid maner with fors, consideryng he hath be in possession 
iij, yere and more ; hough be it, the seid Paston intendyth to 
kepe the seid maner pesibly and non otherwise. And that the 
pretense and cleyme of the acid Jenncy is thai he schuld be 
infcffcd with the seid Paston in the seid maner; by whech 
pretense, if it were trcwe, yet the seid Paston by reason shuld 
not be put out of the seid maner^ for who som evir had titcll 
therto by feffement or by executrie, Paston shuld be on that 
had title ; hough be it, the seid Paston cleymyth not in that 
formc^ but by the titell of his bargeync and by the seid 
Fastolffis will. 

Item, to be rcmcmbird, whech tymc as my lord had 
wretjn his Icttirs and sent his servaunCcs for the cyde and 
supporte of the seid Paston to take the profitez of the seid 
maner of Nakton as of the maner of Cotton, desyryag the 
tenauntes to the scid Paston, the seid Jenney wold have no 
consideracion therto; hough be it, though he were a fcffc he 
had no titell to take the scid profitez, consideryng he is non 
executor, but presumptuously, havyng no consideracion to my 
lordis lettir ner scndyng, compellid the tenauntis by distresses 
to pay hym more besely thanne any fcffe or executor, and now 
at this same tyme hath be at Nakton and reseyvid as moch 
mony as he coud gader there. 

Item, where at Mighclniesse the yere passed the seid 
Paston sent his sonc, a servaunt of my Lordis, and also 
Richard Calle, servaunt to the scid Paston put to hym by 
my Lordis fader/ to reseyve the profitez of the seid mancr 
as thei had do many yeres before, the seid Jenney ded arest 
the seid Calle for a chef and as a thef caried hym to th'entent 
that the tenauntes shuld be discoraged to pay the seid Paston. 
Whech tymc, at the request of the said Calles kynred, it 
pleased my lord to write to the scid Jenney and Dcbcnham 

* WiUiani dc h Pelt, tbc unfortunate Dukt i^f Suffolk, murdered at t^^o. It h 
» piece of infcnnation which we do not meci with clKwhcre, thai Richard CbIIc 
cnicTcd the itrvice of the Paitom by thU Juke'* rccommcndalion. 
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1462-3 for the dclivcrauns of the scid Calk; to which Icttcris they 
nouther toke hedc nor rcputacion, but by that sotilte rcseyved 
the profitcz of the seid mancr^ the scid Paston havyng non 
help by my seid Lordis writyng nor sendyng, 

Wherforc pJease my Lordis good lordship to supportc the 
seid Pastan in kcpyng of his right and possession till it be dis- 
prevcd or knowc onlawfull, and the seid Paston will applyc to 
such meancs as it plcasith my Lord to take whcrby the right 
of the mater may be undirstond and determined. 

And also that it like my lord to remembir that it is not 
behofefuU for any prinse lightly to geve trust or to applye 
to the desires of any pcrsones that have geve hym cause of 
mistrust. 
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[JOHN PASTON TO MARGARET PASTON]" 

IRECOMAND me to yow and have rcseyvid your Icttir, 
which causith me to write in the letlir that I send 
to yow, Daubcney and Richard Callc, certcyn articles 

louchyng the rcwte of myn hows and myn livclodc, as yc 
shall undirstand whannc ye see hem. Also, I send yow in 
the same letttr a bille of all Che malt that remaynd at Mighcl- 
mes» I suppose ye have non such of it. Nevirthclesse it had 
be convenient it had be had amongis your servauntis and yow. 
Also I woll that ze warnc both Daubeney and Richard Callc 
that thei disclose nat what malt I have, nc what I shall selle, 
ne that on marchant knowc nat what an other hath, for Cher is 
grct spies kid her at London for ingrosers of malt to heyghnc 
Che prise; hough be it mync is not but of myn owne growyng 
and my tenauntis. 

> [Add, Mi, 3+1889, t~. 183.] The us, 9f ihi< letter ie k rough dnii in J4>hii 
Pulcn'f hatLd, and ihere can be no doubt to whom if iru addre»cd. As to the 
yen in which it *a£ wriiicn ilicre h no poiUive e^id^acf ; but Daubeney and Cnlle 
*ere both with MaigaKt Paaion in the beginning of 1+^3 (j« No. 5'^6\ and the 
only thing anlnEt thai dale it that Margaietf writing Co her husband (then ia 
London) on the 19th, acknowledgei only a Letter of the 9th, Thja, however, might 
wcU be owing fo the disturbed itate of the country, or it may be thaE ihc present 
letter, which n only a draft, wai not really deipatched, 
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AJso I \eic zow w«e, I faile mony here and must nedys i463(?) 
have up mony at this tymc for sped of my maters, so that J-***- H 
it may come up savcly whannc James Gresham and other 
attorney come up at the bcgynnyng of this tcrme, with whom 
Richard CaCe may come the same tyme. And peraverture 
some trusty carier - . . at this tyme; and with hym myght 
some mony come trussid in some fardell, not knowynge to the 
carier that it is no mony but some other clothe or vestement 
of silk or thyng of charge. Whcrforc take avise of such as yc 
trust, and purvey that I may have up at this tyme j- c» //» of 
gold after the old coynage and xx//. in grotes. 

Item, if I' myght have sur cariage, I wold have heder all 
the gylt plate that Richard Calle leyd up, he can tell wer and I 
trowe ye know also; and ij, potell pottis and a resting iron 
of silver (?) lyth at the same place, for it shuld ' stand me Id 
grct stohcr if it mygth be do closly and sucrly. Item, take 
trcw men of yowr counsel. 

Wret the morwc next after Sent Hillary, 

Item leve a bill indorcid what ye take awey if ye take any, 
— Your own, &c. 



MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON" 

5^^ my right w&nhepful hosbondy John Pasion^ 
he this lemr delivery d in han. 

RIGHT worchepfull hosbond, 1 recommand me to you. 1463 
Please you to wete that I received a letter frome you jaw, 19 
on the Sonday* next after Twclfthc day, wcchc was sent 
be a prcst of Scynt Gregorys paryche of Norwic ; and whcr as 
ye mervaylyd 1 sent you no wrytynggs of suche letters as ye 
sent me be for, I sent you a answer of the Bubstauns of suchc 

' ' Item, ] 1; M5- ^ ' Sbuld shul/ Ml. 

' [From Fpon, iv. 150-] Thin letter refer* to ■ coming election of knighti of the 
ihiK, which tcfma (o be fo: the PafJiament rt-hich m«i on ihc i^lh April 146^, No 
<»ther genera] election of EJwnr J iv.'* time wljl tuit the date, and it 13 quite certain 
that It wu written during Ed^^id'i reign. * 9Ctt Juiuuy. 
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maters as ye have wretyn of me be for (be Piayter), the weche 
he told me a sent hem to you to London. And as towchyng 
the erands that ye sent to me for to do to Richard Calle, I 
have do as ye command me to do, and callyd upon hym thcr- 
for, bothe be for your writyng and sithyn ; he thar have non 
excuse for defautc of Icyscr, for he hathc be but ryght licill her 
syn ye departyd hcns- He is owght at this tymc, and whan 
that he comythe home 1 shall make hym make yow a cler bylle 
of the receyt of your lyvelod, and Fastolf bothe ; and I shale 
send yow a cler bylle of my receyts, and also of my payments 
Dwghr thereof ageyn ; and as for suche erands that shuld be 
do to Sir Thomas Howys^ 1 have shewyd Richard CaJle your 
writyng, and told hym your entente as for suche thyngs as yc 
wold he shuld sey to hym on hys none heed. Also 1 have do 
your erands to my modcr and to my cosyn Cler ' after your 
writyng. Item, I have spoke to John Adam and to Playter of 
your entent of the last bylle that ye sent me, and they sey they 
wollc do after your entent as moche as they may, and yc shall 
have a answer thcrof in hast. 

item, Sir Robert Coniors dinid with mc this day, and shuyd 
me a letter that came frome the Kyng to hym, desyryng hym 
that he shuld a wayt upon hyswelle be lovyd broder the Duke 
of Suffolk, at Norwiche, on Monday next comyng, for to be at 
the alection of knyghts of the chyer [jA^re] ; and he told me 
that every jcntylman of NorfToik and Suffolk that arnc of any 
repetacion hathc writyng from the Kyng in lykc wysc as he 
hadn J felle hym be his seyyng that he ys right welle disposyd 
to you ward ; he seythe ther shall no man make hym to be a 
geyns you in no mater, Skypwith shall telle you suche tydyngs 
as bethe in this contre, and of Thomas Gornay and of his man ; 
hym self i^ clerk convicte, and hys man is hangyn ; ye shall 
here her after what they and oder wcr purposyd to a do to her 
master. 

I thank you hertely of your writyng to me be for that John 
Paston came home, for God knowith I thowght right longc 
tylc I hard frome you ; I shalle send word in writyng of 
suche tydings as we have her on Monday in hast, Daubeney 

^ £tiubcth, widow oi Robert CLcrc of Ormeebj* 
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dcscyryht to wet whit tymc that it please you that he shuld 
come ageyn to you. 

My moder and many other folkys makyth mochc of your 
son John, the elder, and right glad of hys comyng hom, and 
Iclcyth reght welle hys dcmenyng, Heydon^ son hathe bor 
owght the syyd stowtly her this CritsCemes, and whan that he 
rydyth, he harhe iiij. or v. men with hym in a clothyng; but 
he hathc but lytyl fafor in this centre but yf [ffni-jj] it be of 
the Bischop" and of the Prior of Norwic/ The scyd prior 
hathe grauntyd hym the stcwerdchep that hys fedcr had » , , 
. . . - he hathe it under the CovenC Seals, and Spylman,* 
(us tutor, to lernc hym howe he shuld be demenyd . . . , 
it is seyd abowght Bakynstorp that Herry Hcydon 
shuld a scyd that it wer welle do that men of the . , , . 

, shuld make rcdy her [their] bald hatts* and her clot shon* 

and go feche horn her kiiygts of chycr [sJtirc] 

. < . Barney ; and it is promysyd hym that he shall be met 

with be cause of hys langage us a 

good world and a pesybyJI. I shall purvey for all thyngs that 
ye have sent to me for, so that I ween ye shal be pleasyd. The 
blyasyd Trinitc have you in Hys kepyng. Wrctyn in hast, the 
Wcdnysday next . . . , Scynt Agnct. 

Your, M. P. 






537 

ABSTRACT' 
Thohah Pl*ytb» ro John Pastoh 

Plnsr your nuiFtrrship wetr, (hat as for my Lard of Nnrwkh coaytu dfthy JAT4. 
Thomu G-orncyG ma.fi hath confessed that he alcwe hym by commauDdnient f>f 

' Thi* muM be Hfiii^'t vni of JoHei Hrydan, E&q., Rccardrr of Norwich.— F. 

■ Wilier Lyhfri, BisiuiD fnun 1445 to 1471. — F, 

' John MoEft or Mcwifi, Prior from 14J3 in 14.JI- — F^ 

< Hciuy SpiliDim, aftrnvanls Rpcordrr i>f' Norwirh ; ht vrth the foundrr oF (he 
$pa\iLUii of Nutnrough, by marrying Eta, dangtitfi and heir of Wilhajn dr Nu- 
horoagh. — P. 

* SaM haitt Errm (a mran hrrc hall bau, or haiK to play at ball wlth.^F- 

* Clox shoa, cEouied shofb — then shod with thin pl^lct of iron.-^F. 

' Thrw extract! ^tc qiiotrd by Frnn Trom a letter naw lose, io rcfenDce to wha< 
is nid in Ihe Uit letter about Thomai Gumcy and bib man. 
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jigl hi* mitBtcf^ ipd confetacd ov*r that ihe same dagpr ho sicwc bym w"h, hr kesf 
JAH, '^ ■'i ^ ^(^S^ [cjydifj] whichc ia foundcn and taker up il lo-lwwyd [^tmf iPgel/ier'^j 
Tor he cowdc aoi brckc ila aod in pnoon ib both? he and h» mtiBter. 

Alu) nn Thurcdjy nexi after Cheicmasic was a nun tiayn, by whom no 
man woot, nor what he U that waa oUyn no man knowc, hia face is so maoglcd. 



l^tB. 
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RICHARD CALLE TO JOHN PASTON ^ 

Tff mj rygki reverent and wurs€hip[fuil~\ maysUVy my Maysrcr 
John Paj/oH in the Tnncr Temple at London, 

PLESITH your goodc maystrcchip to wittc that thcr 
comen doune to the undreschcryff of Nonvichc, a 
writtc to a tache Mr. John P. the yongere, wherof 1 
sende you a copy closed hcrln, but they woll not a reeste hym 
within Norwich; but I undrcstande ther \% comen an other 
writte CO the undreschcryff of Norfolk bothc for hym and me, 
and for all thoo that ben indyghtcd. Whcrforc 1 purpose mc 
to ride to Hoonyrg to the schcryff thys day, to undrcstande 
how he is disposed, and to desire hym to shewe favour to your 
pore tenaunts ; and as I feele hym disposed I schall send your 
maystreship answer. 

And as for tidyngs here in this contre, we have noon but 
that thcr be many Frcnchemen upon the see and do moche 
answer upon the coosts. Mr. YeIver[ton] knew of the comyng 
up of the lesU within ij. dayes after they were goon, Sec. My 
ryght reverent and wurschipful maystre, the blissed Trinitc 
preserve and kepe and ferther you in all your maters. 

Sir William Wyllugby whas at Risynge Castell, and yester- 
day he come home a ycnne. On Tentale hathe cntrcd in to a 
parte of Fclbrcggc lyvelod, and a cortc holdcnj and the tenaunts 
rctorncd. Jtcm, as for the cort that Deben[ham] schiild holdc 
at Calcot we here not of it- 

Your pore servaunt and 
bedman, R, C» 



" [From Puton wss., B,M,] Ai Ihf writ, of which 9 copv ib iul»joi 
[?t»r^ it dated on (he y\%t Jariiiary in ihc second ^v- of Edwarcl JV. (1463, 
]t>«lf mutt han be«n wriitea in Febniary. 



nf d to Chii 
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R.ex vifccjcommbui Nororici, salnteTn. Pracepimu& vobla quod capiatia 
Johacoem PafiEon juniorein, DUper de Norwico, armj^crum, ei inveatiu fierit ia 
bmUiTd vcfitr^Lt ct crnn imlvo cuaiooialin, ita qucx] habeatis corpus ejus coram nobia 
a dw PaBchat in unum mensem ubif^unquc tunc fufiimua in Angiia, ad respon- 
dendum nobis dt t^uibuffdam felonii* et tranegre^siooibuE uode \a cartiksta noatro 
Suffblcbiz icdicEAtuB est. Ht b{ prsdictUB Johanocs in balliva vcsLia int^uiri 
Don pUTcri:, tunc ad dmu camiLaiua in balliva veurA duA [trmmuni przdicium 
proximo teaeadoB juKia formam eiatuti m hujuamodi casu prorisi procUmari 
faciaCiB (juod idem Johanacs eii coram nobis ad pr^cfatum termmum ad re»]>OD- 
deodum iiubt& dc pr^miBstB. Ct babciLis ibi boc brcvc* Teste Johitnnc 
Markham apud Wetimoaaiwriunii xxxj" die Jnnuarlt, anno regni noarri 
tecutkdo. 

CtOXTON. 






Rctulo nvj" R. Pfr conir' Anaa leeuDdo Regih E<l. itij*^ r. irlij. Irnmilaiui eoram 
Regc dc nrrordo^ (Fnniiio HiUuii audo sccundo Rfgit Ed. liij^, prout paid m roiulu 
lufraKTiplo.' 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON* 

PLEASE you to wet chat Will. Jeney and Debham cam 
to Calcote on Wednysday before none, and ther they 
spak-i^ with Rysyng and John Smythe, and haskyd hem 
rent and ferine, and they scydyn they had payed you^ and so 
they myght not paye hem. Also, fcrthermorc, they told hem 
that ye had hold a corte ther syn that they enteryd there. 
Than Jenney answerd ageyn * Be cause he held a corte here we 
iTiad hym hold corte at London, and so shall we make the to 
hold a corte at Ipysweche withowt thow wolt pay us the rent 
and fermc.' * Sir/ quod Rysyng, * I tokc the ferine of my 
master and of Sir Thomas HowySn' Jenney scyd, ' And as for 
Sir Thomas, he and we schall acord well i nowe>' And so they 
hahte seled up the berne dore and woll dryve a wey the catell 

I Tbi4 nfttr is xo itnpiythvthe wni is enroll rd among vhat are caHfd lb? R«ordfl 
on itc! Coram R^p Koil of Hilafy ttfrm, 2 Edw. iv., rot- 16, a former wnt agaiDM 
John Paifon, junior^ being fTirollfd in ih? Contnjlmeni Roll, i Edw. ev,, rot. 1 3. 

> [Froin Pa^Tun \Ki., B,M,] Thii lertf r, dmugh not iddrMied, seemfi 10 hivp been 
frTriun by Mugum Pi^rton ta hrr husband. The « lecrionrcferrFd Fd mual have been 
that for ftie F:irliimeni of ijyd^. From on^ ricpresfcion uied it in dear that it wu 
wrinen tome limc before East<r, and th^ dispute with Jcnnty and Debenhmn about 
Calcou piDvn the date to a certaincj', Cumpare Noi. 538 and j^. 
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1463 bothc of the fermorcs and of the tenauntes, withowt the fermor 
"*■ and John Smythc woll fynd hem suerte to pay hem at Esterne, 
and Jcnney and Debham woll [be] bownd a^eyn to hem in a 
obligacion of xl//, to save hem harmelese ageyns you. And so 
as yet Rysyng standythe under award at Leystofte. So Rysyng 
hathe sent word to me that I shall knowe thys nj^ht or cllis to 
morowc what end they hathe mad. 

Item, as towchyng the burges of Yermothe they wer chosyn 
on Wednysday, The Baly Wydwell ys on; and as for Wic 
todyr the Bischoppe sent to the towne for to have a man of hys 
owne^ and so they be not acordyd yit of hym ; en cas they may 
not acordf John Rus shall be the todyr. 

Item, as towchyng Grene, a came not to Caster on Thurs- 
day, for he went to Norwich the same day^ and so he is yet 
thcr. Daubcney hathe spokyn with Watkyn Shypdam for to 
be at Beyton on Monday to kepe a corte ther ; and so he woll 
be at Caster on Sonday and spek mth you, for he seythe that 
Fastolfe^ hathe mad a cleyme ther to; that is the cause he 
wolle comon and spcke with you ther of hym seliF, 

Item, I can not, ner Daubeney nowthcr, fynd your wyght 
boke ; it is not in the trussyng cofyr, ner in the spruchcste 
nothyr. Jon Walsham toke me a quayer, I suppose it lo[n]gythe 
to the same boke, that same I send you, and the byllis of Wal- 
cotc with ale sealyd. Wretyn this day. 

By your, M< P, 

Off tAt hack <trt tht fsth^ftin^ tKeonittt, *ivrilUmt in a irtty carrion iamd^ bf ftUkard 

CaiU-.— 

Faniu' Rtctpt\ 

Dc Johinoe Prentice de Caitelaere ad festum Sanctxc Fidii per 

nuniii ricarii de SporLe^ ....... lu. 

De Roberto WylLcy cfcTico pent NBlLviCatem Damini, , c/. 

Dc WJlJdmo Wbytr, vigiP CoDVcnionii Suicti PiulL, . vj£. Tiiy. m\d, 

De Edmundo Wynter* mason, de BemiTngbcin circa Conver- 

kJODcm Sancti FauU, ....... vy. Tiiyd, 

De Willdmo Elys de WrntcTton ad Pascha, .... vjj. YiijJ. 

De Waiino UennBiL ad Pascha, ...... idijf. iiij^, 

Dc Johaima Bikency uxorc Gerard, . . . . . xiijj. uxyd. 



^ ThoniaiFaUolf ofCofrttawe. 
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Itrm, de Jolianric Rii^se. 

Bcc. df Wi[iclmo Normch rt M, Johanne Smylhe vfnditio 
jocaljum Johumis Berney dc RcHham pro tanl' dcnar' pro 
mc pro ilebito ipuui Bcmcy apud Rcdhiiin mLui'i 

Rattff <U Trjaun. 

lnpnmi\ pro vUgio Jc^nnii Pa*ton, Jun. cnm Rpgp ef aliii 
ciutii (f) vFnuB Annrwyke Jf drnanis recpptU dr drbito 

priori* NorwicffiiBi 5, 

Item, d« luro n-manefnte de CopptR in cudem bsi£i| 
Etcm^ de biga prciinix preitandir K^tm r^mpare, , 
Ittm, dt remaneni' m forccrio t«aiir' libtrar" frater iripua 
Will- Yfk-n, 

turn, dc pccunla rcmancntc cum Thoma Grc^am ^pud Lon- 
don j Uinilno MichicJis xtJi., tcrtmao HJlLanj^ nxiij/, 
iilji/,, .,....,-., 

iFcm, dc tcsauro LoDdoo termino MichacLit, L Inft^c^ tcrmino } 
Hillanj L marc\ tcrmmc Paschjc I. muc', - - - \ 

IitiHi dc tnaujo NoiiFalk caiiii'vcnua London crrmina pAKhci 
ultra xL>i. tcniimcni (lii) apud Ecmiinum Triniuiisi > 



xjM, xvji. 



Mi. 



hi. 
viij. mutT. 

KJ. iVijJ. 



x%j£. xjijj. iilj./^ 
xl. marc'. 
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FFB. 

or 

HAKCH 



ABSTRACT* 
[JoHfi Pastom] to John Pampvho, Richard Calle, and William Wtws. 

Remember my instrucElons about bills and actlona agaiosL Debccham by my 
ttrnactH at Cafcoce, Maltr a 'reirtmbrance a|>ari ' of Thf ground on which every 
ir*»paBB has been committed, whether ir be m my land<oi in tboie of rayieoanu, 
aAi whetbcr rhc luid wa^ holdcn of mc by Calcoce Hall fee, or Fretoo Hall 
fee. [rtt Debcnham justify [oa the plea that] he euoL them elsewhere. Ai my 
r*nant» at Cotton have been compelled to pay much money Eo Jenney and 
Uebcnham againiit iheir wills, L vould, ati L have told Jahn Paaton the younger, 
cii4l he should ride to CotLoa with Ri[:hard Callc and sack fnendship it he can 
get, and demard my duties, except from iho^e who had been compelled to pay 
the oih«n. The latter to lake actions next term agaiost Deberham. Will 
ropice them for this once aU they ha?? pdd, till it may be recovered by lav ; 

' The Aoida * Ecsaur' libciai^ ' are iniErllned and apparenily intrndrd to be inserted 
hen, 1 mu»[ ]ea>e the gmmniar of the icnience a& ii sEanda in the ciriginal- The 
tnrd 11 the end| vrliich I believe stands for ' VelverEont' ii very ambiguauH from the 
care leu writing. 

• Theie *»ordB arc iniencd between the linefj but whether they wctc intended for 
M heading ii a tittle uncertaim 

* [Fmm Partnn mh.. fi.M,] 

7' 
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thaE iBi provided they aek h ; otlicrwlic, will poliEicly put chcm ia jcopi^dy of 
loiing tbeir farms- Dcsirca Calk to make a roll of the Leninta ^nd when lie 
com«8 to Cotioc eoi*r thernn how much <attle hai l>«o diairained from each. 

Ir appears hj^ li)e Iwt IctTer thai 9 virit »m iBiiiPd, fvHpntly 31 Ihc fuU of Dtbf n- 
ham, agaimr John Pa«dn,jxirtinr, md the othtr agent 1 of hU father in Suffblfc. From 
tbe pnffni pip«r it would uati thai John Pation alto initicuifd a profeciiEioti tin 
hehalF of Eiit TfnaotE agamiF Cebenham. Wt shall Rnd by laler (ettcn that th»e 
tuitt wrre going an in i4^^i ^^'^ were not terminatciJ in the beginning af iti? fdllaw- 
ing year. The ««, from which th* above abstract ha! been made [■ a draft wiih a 
heading in John Paston'i hand. On the back, iie noi«G of the Sfatut«i of WntniintCcr 
and uf Kiehard li. louching scatdaium magrfafum, rtc 



54 » 

RALPH LAMPET'S TESTIMONY ^ 

TO all tho to whom this present wrytyng shall come, 
Rauff Lftmpct, Squier, sc^dyth gretyng in our Lord. 
And forasmoch as it is meritory to bere witnesse of 
trought, and that I kiiowe and herd the disposicion and will of 
Ser John Fastolff, Icnyght, aftir the forme folowyng, and am 
rcquercd to scy the trought, I record and testifie, and here 
witnesse that Ser John Fastolff, knyght, abought the tyme of 
hervcst was v» yere, that was the yere of our Lord M^cccdWj- 
at Caster, fast by Mekyll Yarmouth, in the Shire of Norffbllc, 
in presens of divers persones that tyme callid to by the seid Ser 
John, ded make estat and fcffcment and livery of scison of the 
maner of Caster aforeseid, and other maners, londs, and tene- 
ments in Norffolk to John Paston, Squler, and other. And at 
that livery of season thereof delivered, as well by the hands of 
the seid Ser John as be other, the seid Ser John Fastolff by his 
owne mouth declared his will and entent of that fefFement and 
livery of season, mad to the use of the seid Ser John as for 
duryng his life only, and aftir his decese to the use of the seid 
John Paston and his heyrs. And also the seid Ser John seid 
and declared, that the seid John Paston was best frcnd, and 
helper, and supporter to the seid Ser John, and that it was his 
will that the seid John Paston shuld have and inherite the same 
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mancrSf lands, and tcncmciils^ and other, aftir his dcccsc, and T463 
thcr to dwcllc and abide, and kcpc howsold^ scying that he "***=" '3 
knew well that the disposicion of the scid Paston was Co do 
good in the contry, and be non oppressor of the f>ore pepilL 
And the seid Ser John desired me, and Daune WiUiam Boken- 
ham, that tyme Prior of Yarmouth, bcynge presente, to record 
as he had seid to us. And this I record and witncsse for 
trought be the feyght that I owe to God and all Scynts. In 
witnC33c whcrof to this my writyng 1 have set to my scall and 
signe manuelJ the xix. day of March, the third yer of the reigne 
of Kyng Edward the Fourth. 

R. Lam PET. 
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ABSTRACT^ 



Raff Lampst -to na Cousin DduB£HrT 

Reminda him thit he «polie to bim ai R«dh;im, in the chnrch, ibout ccfuin 
lands * which John of Bern«y bought of me,' and for which there \a aiill owing 
to hiiQ 1 3B. 4.lJm iod A reel of 6d. ibur yeaia la aircar. Begs him 10 apeak to 
Master Paaton to gel him ihe money. 

We place (his tcttfr iimticdiiEcly afrer at^alhcr documcul signed by Ralph Lampcii 
che »ict diUc bcmg unccittin and imtruCcna], It is probably, however, ^baui this 
period, as ii laay be luimiKd lo be after the death of John Bcmey. 



Date 

uncer- 
tain 
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ABSTRACT^ 



Tcatimony of Sir Roget Chamberlain, witnessed by Reginald TylDcye, 14-6'! 
p^ior of JxwonhT and Sir Johii Rose [a brother of the houte], that he waa with Ama 6 
the Dulce of Norfolk in Sepiembrr l>efore Sir John Fastolf died, when my 
Lord urged Fas^oif lo EeJl him the reversion of Caiater, or (aa he wiihed to 
giTt it to [he Abbey of St- Benet'tt) lo exchange it for a mafior of my Lord's 
ID South Wakham, which lay more convenient for the Abbey, Sir John, 
facwercr, begg«d him not to prcai it, ai he had appointed wiih hia cousin, John 



* [From Pa^tnn Mss., B,M ] 



I^Frotn MS. Phillippc, J715, No, iBo,j 
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1463 PotoD, to haTC Caiiter ud alt lu» other liTclodc in Norfolk utd Suffolk io 
Arvi. 6 order to endow a college of lertn priesCa uid seven poor meti. My Lord ttid^ 
maoy thought Sir John would make Paitoo hi* heir t to which he replied that 
there waa do man liriog that he would like better to be his heir, and begged my 
Lord to be hit good lord if it so fortuned, which the Duke promi«ed to do. 
Has heard the Duke sioce often acknowledge that Sir John had declared plainly 
be would make Pastoo hh heir> Not haring bis own teal present, bai aealed 
this with that of the prior of Ixworth, and re^ueited him to put his seal to it 
besides. Ixworth, 6 April J463. 



544 

MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON » 

To my rylz wurch^fuU mayster^ Jon Paston^ in hasU 

M" 6 "TJ YT wurschipfuU hosbond, I recommand me to zou, 
1^ desyring hertyly to her of zour wellfar, praying zou 
to wctc, that I [have] spoken with Strawngs wyf of 
the matter that ze spoken to me of ; and schc scyth picynly to 
me, be her fcyth, that schc knew never non sechc nc never 
herd of non scheche, and told to me in lyk wysc as sche had 
seyd to Jamys Gloys, And schc seyd to me tf schc kowd 
inquier of any other that sche thinght xuld have knowleche of 
any scche, sche xuld wetyn of hem, and Ictyn me have know- 
leche thcrof; and if ze soppose that any other be in this 
contre that ye thync xuld have knowleche of this forseyd 
mater, yf ye wyll send me word ther of, I xall do my part 
ther in. 

Also I have ben att Sweyngsthorp and spoken with Kokett* 
and he seyth that he woll don lyche as ye bad me that I xuld 
sey to hym for to don. And 1 have spokyn with the sexteyn, 
and seyd to hym as ye bad me that 1 xuld don, and he axid mc 
ryt feythfully hw ye sped in zour mateiys. 

I teld hym that ze haddyn fayr be hests, and I seyd I 
hopyd that ze xuld don rytz well therin ; and he seyd that he 

■ |Tn>m Ferm, iv. itS.] Our reasoii for believing tbii letter to hare been written 
in the fCmr 14^1^ AilJ be iCcn in a footnote. 
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supposyd that D.' wold don for zou ; but he scyd he was 
no hasty laborer in non mater. He scyd be hys fcyth he wost 
qher a mar was that laboryd to hym for amater ryth along 
tym> and alwey he be hestyd that he wold labor itt eiFectualy, 
but qhyll he sewyd to hym that he kowd never have remedy 
of his mater ; and than qhan he chowth that he xuld no 
remedy have to sew to hym> he spak with Fynys,' that is now 
Spcker of the Parlmcnt, and prayid hym that he wold don for 
hym in hys mater, and zaf hym areward ; and withinne ryth 
short tym after his mater was sped. And the seyd sexteyn* 
and other folkys that ben yowr rych wele willers have kown- 
selyd me that I xuld kownsell zou to maken other menys than 
ye have made to other folic*;, that wold spedc your materys 
better than they have don thatt yc have spoken to thcrof be 
for this tym. Sondcry folks have scyd to me that they thynk 
veryly, but if [wff/irjj] ye have my Lord of Suffblks* godelor- 
chyp, qhyll the wcrd [wor/^f] is as itt is, ye kan never leven in 
pese with owth ye have his godelordschep ; therfor I pray that 
with all myn herth, that ye wyll don yowr part to have his 
godelordschep and his love in ese of all the materls that ye 
have to don, and in esyng of myn hcrt also ; for be my trowth 
1 am afferd cllys bothcn of these materya the qhyche ye have 
in hand now, and of other that ben not don to yett, but 
if he wyl don for zou and be your godelord. I pray yow 
hcrtylye send me werd how ze don, and how ye spedcn in 
zour materys ; and I pray you as far seche ihyngs as Jamys 
hatfa a byll of, that I may have hem as hastyly as ze may; and 

' Potnbly John Damme. 

* Tbis Jcnkb \i\u a miatakc, foi tm Speaker of the fiime of Fy^CB ii nicl vrith 
duiing ihrTi period. The cuprenlon, however, luggntB that ihe letter was nriitcn 
■bout the UeginniJig of 4 new Parllamcni, vvhich cuulJ only have beco tliat rtjiich 
njct on itie jijth April 14.^1- On ilie folloning Jay (tie ConLmoni elected John Say 
as their Speaker, wLoae name Margaret Paaton icemb Lu liairc coofoultdcJ wiih the 
famiJy name of WjlUam Fcnyst Lord Saj, thr Iiu«ly fr'iead ijF Edvfai-d iv. wbs 
accompanied him iilEd ckiIc when he fled from hiis kijigJank jn i^y^j. Tl doci not 
appTif, however, that John Say, the Speaker, was related to thai family. 

' The Sacritt cr SeitoiL ij( [he Frlory of Norwich nai (he of^cer who had the 






urc of Sacra, oj* Holy Things, as ihc Church Place, Copes, etc- i he was Likenii 

Secinary, Auditor, and Chancellor uf t];c Convent, arnJ had > Sub-^acritt 01 DcDuty 

la perform the itn'dc pan^s of his office. In 1444 Brother Richard de WalJiam 

was appoimed Sicrist. — F- 

< John dc la Pole, Duke o( Suffolk.— F, 
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that zc wyU vowchcsavc to bey apcsc of blak bukram for to 
lyn with a gown for me, I xuld bey rac amurrey gown to gon 
in this somer, and leyn in the Icoler the satyn that ze zcve mc 
for an hodde; and I kan gettyn non gode bokeram in this 
town to lyn it with. The Holy Trinyte have yow in His 
kepyng, and send zou helth and good spede in all yowr 
maters. 

Wrctyn att Norwychc, on ye Fryday nexst after Crowchc- 
messe Day,^ 

Yours, M. R 



545 
[JAMES GRESHAM] TO JOHN PASTON* 

Tfl mygsh rigih gooa and speciull maisier^ John Paston, 

dwtllyng at HsylesJon be syde Norwich, 

J"L'f T) 'GTH reverent, &c. Please yoar maisterchip wete that 
r^ 1 resseivcd your letter whiche ye sent by Crome, and 
as for the cxaminadon of, &c- that I wrot to yon of 
in my former letter to be taken on ttie Munday or on Tewys- 
day^ &c. this was the cause. Ye yaff mc informacion at my 
last departyng fro you that the murdre was don uppon the day 
nexst after Seynt Petre, And for doute lesse ye Had be ongth 
at the comyng of myseid letter, and for dowte that I supposed 
that my maistres, your wyf, had not be remembrcd of the 
day, it caused mc, accordyng to your informacion, to wrytc 
the uttermost day for her rcmcmbrans, Ncvcrthclcsse, if yc 
cerliftc that yc tokc the examinacion with in the yerc and 
day, and sette the day in certayn, your certi6cat is sufficiant in 

* Crouchmas Day, cr ihe Invcntjon of tht Crou, wia on the ^rJ of Ma^. — F. 

^ [Fram Pasion MSS , B.M.] ThLa Itltcr Bcemi to be m Jamtn Gretham'B hitnd- 
writing. ll IB evident chat \X wie wriilEn ahortJj' after Midsummer- Raiher jtioec 
than a year and 4 day tkid elapsed since a murder commiiitd dq ihc morrow of 
Sl Pcier's Day (i.e. on tht ^otli June), and H is mtnliontd that Ci>nvociiioa was 
lu bit seme Ijtclc time afccr Rdic Sunday^ Ahjf:h alwats falla in the mittdlr uf }\i\y- 
Further, chc King a 3aid [a be a[ Northampton, whirh he «VK8 in Jjly i^-Ei}, uid no 
other year appcan to auit. 
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lawc and shall bynd any of the parties to sey the contrary. 1463 
And also the writte ia that ye schuld certefie sine dilatkne^ and J^^ 
no day exprcsly yovcn you whan to certifie it; whcrfor yc 
may kcpe uncertcfict tyl the nexst tcrme. And so do air, for 
it schal do no hurt ; but if ony questions or jangelyng schuld 
be mad when the examination was, let a sufficiant day with 
innc the ycrc be noysed, and if the teste be to schort we schal 
fynd the mene it schal be amendyd by hym that wrot it. For 
after the informacion that I had of Crome the Sunday was 
the uttermest day, and therefor it was happy that sche was 
examined thcnne* And where that ye wold I schuld tak the 
advice of Maister Markham, &ct, if all thyng were laufull, and 
elles not, it is full hard to my self to determine the ccrtaynte 
of every circumstans of the mater, and it is not gretely to be 
comuned of with other, nor to comune of casez lyke ; for 
whan the mater schuld come in revclysshon it wold cause 
prevy titlers and Caterers ougth of suche questions to ymagyn, 
and contryve mater of distourbans. Wherfor uppon the cer- 
teyntc of myn dcterminacion I brak the mater to Master 
Markham, which called to hym Master Byngham, and so the! 
ij. meved Y,^ ; and after that mocion he kept not his owyn 
councell but brak to every man of it. Hou be it he was sore 
mevyd with it, I wote it weU, and glad to take avyse and 
comfort of other personez than of Masters Markham and 
Byngham. Al circumstans were to long to wrytc, but I hope 
to speke with you be tymes i nougth or ye schall ncde to 
ccrtefye, &c. And, sir, in conclucion, Masters Markham and 
Byngham thynk it sufficiant i nougth to take his promys and 
his othe with ougth obligacion that he schal mak amends if 
profe here after can be mad uppon hym. And to this Maister 
Markham prayed you to agre by the same token ye mevyd 
hym to sctte an ende be twyx you and my masters your 
brcthern. Ncverthclessc if ye thynk this wey not sufficiant, 
ye may lete sum other handele the mater at hom to hym if 
that ye hope to gete good pref in the mater, for with ougth 
evydent proffc the mater schall be but noysefull to you, and 
cause men to thynk that it growyth of your illc wyll to hym 

1 Ydrcrtoo* 
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1463 ward, &c. ; for he noyscth and seyth, because of illc wyll 
JULY yc have caused a mad woman lo take apeU a yens hym. 

Item, sir, as for Leukenore he is not at London, but pcr- 
aventurc I schal make hym to be mcvcd in the mater here 
after. 

Itemj I dedc your erand to my maister your son. 

Item, as for John Say,^ he recomendyth hym to you, bothc 
for your billes and for your labour^ and prayeth you if ony land 
that lyth for the priour case myeth be aspyed, that yc wold 
help to gctc it hym and send Tiym word ; and as for the 
morteysyng and at his cost and labour. 

Item, as for tydyngs, the Kyng and the counsell is at 

Northampton,' and the Convocacion schall be 

. , - after Relyk Sunday. And ther be ij. marchaunts 

come fro Calcys, and they mygth no levc have to com[e] > . 

schuld here the Kyng ccrlcyn Icttrcs and 

juste tytyngs that scge is comyng to Caleys. And trcw[s] . 
[ou]re Lady Day, as 1 herd scy- 

Item, it IS talked that Duchemen and Englysshemen ben at 
contraversie with in 
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JAMES GRESHAM TO MARGARET PASTON* 

To my right wurshcpfull mas/res, my Mastrci Margres 
Pmion^ ai Caster. 

1+63 V '^ LEASE it your good mastresship to wete that a fieri 
1—^ facias is come out of the Exchequir for Hue Fen to 
A the Shireffof NorfFolk to make levy of CC. mark of 
the propir goods and catels of my masters^ as executor of Sir 

I Probably the SptaJccr of ihc Pjriiflineiii ol'ifti^, whom Marga/et Panon nampd 
Fynrs in Letter 544. Ste p. 75, Note *. 

* Ai:[:o:diag lo the dam of the Privy Seals the King was al HonliamptDQ frcm 
ibe SLh to ihc iSih JuJy 1461 \ alto aik uie znd May 14.64. 

^ [From Fcnjii iv- 1 30.) John P^scon't cldtKi son appcai^ id Kivf been knigbtfd 
in ihc CDuric of the year 14.6^ The earliest notice vbhlcn I find of him sk knight ii 
in a writ dated 1 ith July, ] Edward iv., entered on the Coram Rfge Roll of Thnity 

78 



EDWARD IV 

John Fastotf ; of whcch fieri facias we sent my master word, 
whech sent us word ayen by Berncy thai wc shuld lete the 
Shiref undirstand that my master nevir toke upon hym as 
executor, and so for that cause that wrictc was no warant to 
take my masters goods ; and also that my master mad a dcde 
of gift <ii all his goods and catels to Master Prewet and 
Clement Paston and other, so that my master hath no goods 
whereof he shuld make levy of the rorseid summe ; and if 
the Shireff wold not take this for non answere, that thantic 
ray master wold he shuld be Icttid in Master Prowctts and 
Qemcnt Pastons name. Nevirthckssc wc spak with the 
Shireff this day, and lete hym undirstand the causes aforesetd, 
and he agreid, so that he myght have suerte to safe hym 
htrmeles, to mak such retorne as my master or his counsell 
coud devise. And because my master wrote by Berney that 
he wold not fynd the Shircff no suerte, we wold not apoynt 
with hym in that wysc ; and so wc toke avysc of Thomas 
Grenc, and by cause the Undir-Shireff shall be on Monday at 
Hygham, by Bastewyk brygg, and he and we thought that it 
was best that Master Prowet shuld mete with the Shireff there, 
and require and charge hym that by colour of the foreseid/>« 
facial that he make no levy of any goods and catels of the 
seid Prowctts and Clement Pastons aycns the scid John Pastons, 
Jctyng hym vctc that such goods as the seid Paston had, be 
now the seid Prowctts and Clement Pastons by vcrtu of a 
dcde of gift mad to hem almost ij- yere agoo ; and if the 
ShirefTwoll be besy aftir that to take any catell, that he be 
lettid in Master Prowetts name and Clement Pastons by 
Daubcney and other ; whech besines of the Shireff shall be on 
Tuisday or Wednesday, and as we understand at Heylesdon. 
Whcrfor ye must send thedir Daubcney with Pecok, and the 
may getc hym here more felascp by the avise of Master Sir 
John Paston, James Gresham. 



14^3 



IRTD, \ Ednard IV. Th» letter ii nof unlikrl^ to Ei^vr b«cri wnttvn ftbout thit timcj 
u \\ appeart br a lutueqiJeat letur (No. 550] that Sir John Pcuion remained fox »!□? 
time at home in Norfolk, whca the iricoda of chc family thought he ought ip bcabroAd 
b eTie vvoild. 
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ABSTRACT* 

1463 Deed poll whereby Elizabeth, widow of John Vere, Earl of Oxford, Lady 

AUG. r 5 of the manor of Knapioo, Norfolk, granta to Agactt widow of William Pastoni 
ihr right of rrmnving obitructionti in (wo waierLTOurbeft bclopgin^ to the mill 
called Wodmyll in Bacton ; ihc firai of which watercDuises flown out of 
Koapton Fen, nad the Kcotid from the mill of the Abbot of St. Beaet't of 
HolrnCi 

Stratford of the Bowe, 1 jih Aug. 1 463, 3 Edward tv. 
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THE DUKE or NORFOLK TO JOHN PASTON, 

SENIORS 

yp okre right trusty andennerly welhelevid servaunt^ 
John Pastottj tKeldtr. 

ThE Due OF NoRFF. 

auc, 31 "1"^ IGHT trusty and cntierly welbelovid servautit, we grctc 
r^ you hertily well, and specially praying you that ye will 
^ *- be with us at Pratnlyngham on Sonday neX comyn 
that wc may comon with you there, and have youre sad 
advise in suchc maticrs as conccrnyth grctly to ourc wccl> 
whiche shall be mynestred unto you at youre comyng. Prayng 
you that ye fayle not herof, as our spedall trust is in you. 
And our Lord preserve you in His keping. 

Written at Framlyngham the xxxj. day of August. 

NORFF- 

1 [From Add. Charter 14.ii*. B.M., D. TumcT's Coll.] 

' [From Fcnn, iv, 150,] John Mo«bray, Duke of Norfojfc, the writer of thJA 
kUcr, succrcdcil hia fiithcr In ttif dukedom in November 14611 being at die time only 
^rveiitmi yean of age. A year afien^ardi, in Novcmbcf i+Qi^ **c *Jiid biin living 
at hia ca!>tlc of Hoh \\\ Dcnbigli shire, where he pjoposed to Kpc^nd Christmas {tet 
No. n^)f but befofe that k^iiutl came he wa*i beoi foi fa^ [he K-ing to terve agaiDd 
ihc Scots (No, 5))). T 4m inclined 10 Ihink (hJa leltci Aaa wriiter in the August of 
J4.63 ; fur aLttiDugh the Duke wa^ again Kving al H0I1 Ln Maith fol]anii>gt JE 
items piobabk that he would have visited hih chief family scat at Ffjuoliiigham in 
the meanwhile. John Pasion, the youngeat, v*ho was attached to h» houiehold, wii 
tertainly at home with hli family In the latter pan of thia year {sw§ No. s&o). 

So 
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THE ABBOT OF LANGLEY TO SIR JOHN PASTON' 

^0 the ryght wonheppful Sere John Pasrarr, Kny^ht^ 
be this ddyvered. 

RYGHT worchepful ser, and tendyrly bclovyd in our 
Lord God, I comcnd mc to you. scndyng you know- 
yng that 1 dcdc your crand to my brother, the pcrsoon 
of Biofecldj on Wcdnysdayc was sevenyght, after the undyr- 
standyng that I had of you and from you be this brynger ; 
whech man I felte ryght wcle and favorabelye dysposyd to you 
ward, and more fai/orablc wole be than to ony other jentylman 
Icvandj the wyllc of the dede perfcrmyd, and his conscvers 
savyd ; and more thingcs seyd favorabcly for yow which I 
cntytclyd in a scrowe to a' ccrtyfyed to your servaunt Cailc, 
yf he had come, as ye sent me woord he sculd ado, and xuld, 
as ye behestyd me, abrowte mc our ferme for Heylcsdon, 
which not don, causeth me to wryte, prayng your janCylnesse 
that f send no more therforc^ for it is unpayed for the xecr 
afore the Halwcmcssc that my Mayatcr Fastolf dcycd, and for 
the same ^cr that he deycd ir, and sythcn for ij. zcr, and y%. 
unpayed of a zer, and come Myhelmesac ncxtc xal be another 
zer unpayedi Thjs is iiij, zer unpayed and v;,, and at 
Myhelmesse next xal be v. zer and vj. 

This thus keptc from Holy Chirche that is Holy Chirchez 
good, may not be wichoutc grctc parellc of soule ; whcr the 
parellc is God knoweth, 1 pray God amend it, and gcvc hem 
grace that have his goods so to dysposc them, that thci and 
the dede both may be outc of parellc. And the Trynyte have 
you in His mercyful kepyng. Wrctyn at Langte, on Soneday, 
at evyn late, next after Seynt Johne Daye Decollacion,^ 

Be your welewylland, 
Abbot of LANCELEvt. 

" [Ftwn Fenn, iv. ijfi.] Thf da(e of thii \vvttt i< dew, from ihe &tacemfnr 

\% cont^TiH u to th« Irngth af time which haa plapfird since Che d^ceur of Sir John 
Faitolf. 

< Th« Dec^e^Jition of £f . John thr fiapCiBt wu obHrved on ih? a^lh AuguftC. 
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R. C V. C. TO JOHN PASTON THE ELDEST* 

To my WGTthsppefull masier^ Master Pasmn tie keldesL 

1 46 if?! n YTH worchcpfull master, I recommend mc on to zowr 
r^ mastcrchcpe^ And of on mater at rcvtrcns of God 
-*■ *■ take hcde, for in trowth I her ineclic talkyng thcrof, 
and that is both in Norffblk, SuiTolk, and Norwyche, among 
halle men of worchepe, as welle that love zow as oder, and 
that is of my master, your son, Syr Jorij caussc he is so at 
home, and no nodcrwyse set for. Summe sey that ze and he 
both stond howth of the Kyngs good gras, and summe sey 
that zc kcpe hym at home for negard chepe, and wyll no 
thyng ware [spend] up on hym ; and so heche man sey is avysc 
as it plesc hem to talke. And I ha/c hanqwerryd [inqHirtd]^ 
and seyd the most cause is inparty for cause ze har so meche 
howtCj that he is the rather at home for the save gard of the 
costs. But at the referens of God, excheuyng of common 
langagc, se that he may worchcpfull be set for, heydcr in the 
Kyngs acrvysc, or in maryachc ; for as towchyng the Lad^ 
Chaberlen' that mater is don, for I spake with the parson 
therof, and I hard be hym that that mater wyll not pre 
\_fr^ceed}\ 

No more» but God spedc zow as well in all maters, as 
I wold ze xuld do, I be scche zow that thi& leter be kept 
secrete. 

Be zow[r] bede man, 

R. C. V. C. 



1 [From F«nn, iv, tiB.J In Ihe preceding letter Sir John Puton mciqa to have 
been at honi« ^ in Lpttcr 55a, wv Bnd that he Kui lett horuft tvithouf leave. It it v«ry 
prcbabi*, the«fow, that Ihe prewtit letter wai written in the LntEfval between th«in, 
•Mingthai the writer complaina of &ir John being kept at home, 

2 Thi» Lady Chamberlayne was Anne, daughter and aoie heir of Sir RabcM 
Herling, Knightj by Jane, daughter and heir of John Gonyilc, £eq. Her finl 
huiband was Sir William Chambrrlajne, Knight of (he Ganer^ a rtnowiird and 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON» 

7'ff my ryght wonkipfull keshond^ John Paston, 
h ihys Uiier dclyv£ryd in hast. 

RIHT worchepfuU hu3bond» 1 rccommand me to you. 
Please you to wete that I was at Norwic this wek 
to purvey suchc thynes as nedythe me agcytis thys 
wyntcr ; and I was at my moadcr, and wille I was ther, thcr 
c^m in on Wrothe, a kynnysman of Elysabet Clers, and he 
3cy your dowtcr, and preysyd hyr to my modcr, and scyd that 
she was a goodly yong woman ; and my moder prayd hym for 
to gett for hyr on good mariage yf he kncwe any ; and he 
scyd he kncwc on shuld be of a CCC. mark be ycr, the wyche 
is Sir John Cley son, that i& Chamberleyn with my Lady of 
York,^ and he ys of age of xWij- ycr old. Zyf ye thynk it be 
for to be spok of, my moder thynkyth that it shuld be get for 
lessc mony nowe in thys world than it shuld be her after, 
owthyr that j. [cne\ or sum other good mariage. 

YAJiacLi loldia, whodicd in ]4.fii. She wii at tKis time tiii njdontand inherited from 
bcr ^uhti A YCiy ton^dcrablc foitune. 

She aftcrwirdn mairirJ Sir Robert WingfirlJ, and aflei hii drecu* she becunc the 
wife of JohD^ Lord Scraap of Ballon. 

Bf ihc name of Lady ScrcHip shr foimdrd and endowed a Fellomtiip in Ehr 
College of Gonville tuA Caiui ii Cambiidge^ originally founded by aA BiiceBiar of her 
Ladjihip'fi, 

She W3» bom In 1416, and w» allvp in ifoa, 

Ai the lime ihii Letirr tts^ wricim the must have been nearly forty yean aid, 
«rhfn Ski John Pasvon could noi have been much above nventy.— F. 

' [From TtXiR, iv. K».] I have found no letten of Marpret Pavon dated from 
Caicier before ihr year 1461; bui I am indlned to rhink fhar thii and thu lerter 
foltovring boih belong ro thai year. The lafrer, being addrefsed to Sir John Piston, 
■C lean fannot be earlier, and my reaHons for bellerlng It to be of thai very year will 
be u«n m the note 10 It (p. B4,Noic 3). Tt 11 juili possible ihailhi^ letter maybe of a 
differeni date, but coniidering that both were wriiren in Novpinber, and both of [hem 
e^rrainly between the iiEh and the 19th, and that in both Margaret Patfan not only 
dain from Caitter, but ipeaka of Dauber^ey at being with her, the prtiumprion^ T 
think, ii pretty irrong that they are of the lame year. 

' Ceeily^ Duchen of York^ wido™ of Riohard Planfagenet, Dnte of VotIc, and 
mother of Edward rv. She died m an advanced age^ at her caRtle of Berkhamntead, 
in May f+yj.and wn buried near hex hu*bandjn the Choir of the Collegiate Churrh 
of Fotheringhay, in Northamptoimhirt. — K, 
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1463 Iteirij I spake with Master John Estgate for Pekerynes 

MO*- ' 3 mater after your cntcnt of the mater of the letter that ye sent 

home, and he seyd to me he shuld write to yow howc he had 

don thcr in ; and so he sent you a letter, the wyche was sent 

you be John Wodows^ man with other letters. 

As for answer [of] other matCTj Daubcney tellythe me 
he wret to you- I be seche Alle myghty God have you in 
Hys kepyng, Wretyn at Caster, the Sonday next after Scyrt 
Marteyne. 

Be your M. PastoN. 



nov- 
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MARGARET PASTON TO SIR JOHN PASTON* 

To my welbclovyd son^ Sir John Paston^ 
he this dclivcryd in hast* 

GRET yow welle, and send yow Godds bltssyng and 
myn, latyng yow wet that I have receyved a letter 
from you, the wyche ye deliveryd to Master Roger at 
Lynne, wherby I conseyve tnar ye thynke ye ded not well that 
ye dcpartyd hens withowt my knowlagc. Wherfor I late yow 
wett I was ryght evyll payed with yow_ Your fader thowght, 
and thynkyth yet, that 1 was asentyd to your dcpartyng, and 
that hathe causyd me to have gret hevincsse- I hope he wolle 

' Jahn WoJchousc^ Es<|. of Kimbctlcy, boo of ihe irnowncd John Wodphodse, 
Esq^ who gainnl au oiudi hanour 3c ihc baitk of Agincourt; hr died in 1465^ and 
Wt^ buEiPfl in Klmbrrlfy Chaucrl.— F. 

' [Frorn Frnn, \v. 16S.] Ab 5ir John Pa^ioii wa<^ knightEd in the ytTX 146 j^ and 
his fathrr dltd in Miy i^t^t t^^ dale of [hJA Icttrr must lie bFtw»n ihe }^m 14(^3 
uid [465. I ihink the fint of thfv yrvr^ \\ rirobahlf Ihr (rur datf. Sir John 
Pairofi, It wpms, had left home without letting l>is pnnthtr tnow of hin intention. 
W^ithpr had hr gone * Not I0 London, because he addrtRKpd a letter lo his father 
There J befiitln he hail pi&^ei! by Lynn, One ttoiiM n^m rally mppoie, ihprcfnre, that 
hp had gone to wilt upon rhc King, at a Hme whfn Edvfard wai at a dhranee from 
the rapkaL And in [his TJev* we arc confinne*! hy The passage in which Margaret 
desires her son lo speak with Wylces^ who, at we tnow hy LertPi jtj, was an usher 
ftf the King> Chamber^ Now Edward iv, was in YorksJiiir, staying, for Ihe moisr 
part, ar Pomlrrt, during October and Noteinber 1465, while ahoui tht ittme time of 
year in 1464 he wba at Reading, and in Tffif at Greenwich. Sir John would 
naiurally have paued through Lynn on hit nud to the North. 
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be your good foder hereafter, yi yc dcmene you welle^ and do 1463 

2s ye owe to' do to hym j and I charge you upon my blyssyng "O'- ^ % 
that in any thyng towchyng your fader that shuld be hys 
worchep, profytc, or avaylc, that yc do your dcvoyr and 
dylygent labor to the fortherana therin, as ye wulle have 
my good wilJe, and that shall cause your fader to be better 
fader to you. 

It was told me ye sent hym a letter to London- What 
the cnccnt thcrof was I wot not, but thowgc he take it but 
lyghtly, I wold yc shuld not spar to write to hym agcyn 
as lowly as yc cane, besechyng hym to be your good fader ; 
and send hym suche tydynga as be in the contre thir ye bethe 
in. and that ye war [beware] of your expence bettyr and ye 
have be befor thys tyme, and be your owne purse berer, 1 
trowc ye shall fyndyt most profytable to you, 

I wold yc shuld send mc word howghe ye doo, and howghc 
yc have schcvyftc for yourself syn ye dcpartyd hens, be som 
trosty man, and that your fader have no knowJage thcrof. 
I duTste not late hym Icnowe of the lasts letter that ye wrot to 
me, be cause he was so sor dyspleasyd with me at that tyme. 

Item, 1 wold ye shuld spelce with Wekis, and knowe 
hys dysposysion to Jane Walsham, She bathe seyd, syn he 
departyd hens, but [flffiirjj] she myght have hym, she wold 
never maryd, hjr hert ys sor set on hym ; ahe told me that he 
leyd to hyr that ther was no woman in the world he lovyd so 
weUe. 1 wold not he shuld jape hyr, for she menythe good 
feythe ; and yf he woUe not have hyr, late mc wete in hast^ 
and 1 shall purvey for hyr in othyr wysse. 

As for your harncys and gcr that yc left here, It ys in 
Daubcncys Itepyng ; it was never rcmcvyd syn your dcpartyng, 
be cause that he had not the kcyes. I trowc it shall apeycr [gcF 
injured]^ but if it be take hed hate [ufifesj it be takm hied at^ or 
16\ be tymys. Your fader knowythe not wher it is. 

I sent your grey hors to Ruston to the ferror, and he 
wythe he shull never be nowght to rood, nowthyr ryght good 
to plowc nor to carte ; he scyth he was splayyd, and hys 
shLiIdcr rent from the body> I vrot not what to do with hym. 

Your grandam wold fayne here sum tydyngs from yow, 

8s 
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1463 It wer welle do that yc sent a letter to hyr howc ye do, 
MOV, 15 as astcly as ye may. Aiid God have you tn Hys iccpyng, and 
make yow a good man, and zyf yow grace to do as wdl as I 
wold yc shula do. 

WrcCyii at Caster, yc Tcwisday next befor Seynt Edmund 
the Kynge. 

Your moder, M, Paston. 

I wold ye shuld make mech of the parson [of] Fylby, the 
berer herof, and make hym good cher yf ye may. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON 1 

Ti my rjik worchepftiU hushnd^ Jon Pasicfr^ 
be thys Ustyr de/yveryd in haUe. 

RYTH worchepfull husbotid, I rccomand me to yow, 
Plesyth it yow to wet that Jon Jency was here with 
me thys dayc and told me that ye desyiryd that I 
shold do make a dyche at Heylysdon, and the seson is not- for 
to do mtlte no n^w dechys, nor to repare non old lyl! it be 
aftyr Crystmas, as it is told me, and so I sent yow word in a 
Icttyr more thane a monythc goo ; I wot not whcdyr yc had 
the lettyr or rot, for I had non answer thcr of fro yow. 
Jone Dyngayne recomandyth hyr to yow, and prayith yow for 
Goddys sake that ye wole be hyr good mastyr, and that yt 
wole wychesave to spek to Hwe of Fen for hyr, for it is so 
that serteyn lyvclod whyche hyr huabond had tn Engham was 
cast in the kyngys hand in hyr husbandys lyvc, and, as she 
undyratandyth, it was do in hys fadyrys lyve ; of the whyche 

' [Add, MS. 54,889, f. igS.] Thia IcHcr rauit lie between the y?an i+sj, when 
Sir JOQTi Fattolf died (u HelleuEn belonged to him)^ and I4.A5, m John PasiOTX died 
in Maj 1^66. The moct probabl? rear is either 1462 or 14^31 for it lb mencioncd 
here thai Paatcrti'a former at SvrainBlhorpe liad found Kturltj for the payment of hiB 
rent, and Richard Colic had lerjed four niiiikft rent of him in Februuj 1464. Set 
No. SS^ 
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hyr husband spok to Hwc of Fen thcr of in hys \yvc to 
hclpe that he myth be dyschargyd thcr of, and Hwe of Fen 
promysyd hym verily that he had mad an ende ther in and 
dyschargyd hym, and that he shold never be hurt nor trublyd 
thcr for j and now the faste wek Barnard the undyr scheryfe 
sent downe a warant to sesc the lond for the Kynge, and so, 
but [tt/f/fjj] he have xxj. for a fync within shorte tymc he wol 
not suffyr her to have the avayle of the iondys. Wher fore 
she prayith yo\7, for Goddys sak, that ye wole purvey a mene 
that Hwc of Fen may save hyr harmles, in as myche a& he 
promysyd hyr husbond to purvey ther fore in hys lyve ; and 
if it plese not yow to spek to hym ther of, that it plcse yow 
to do John Fasten or Thomas Playter or sume othyr, that ye 
thynk that cane undyrstandc the mater, for to spck to the 
scyd Hwc of Fen ther of in hyr name, and to serge the 
kyngys bokys ther fore, if ye thynk that it be for to do, 
and schc woU ber the cost ther of. As for the mater that ze 
wold 1 schold spek to Wylliam Worcester of towchyng the 
false forgyd evydens, I can not spek with hym yet ; hys wyfc 
seyth allwc that he is outc when that 1 send for hym. Yowyr 
fcrmorc of Sweynysthorpc hathc fowndc sucrtc for yowyr dute. 
as Rychard Calie tellyth me, so that ye scholl be plesyd when 
ye come home. And the blyssyd Trimte have yow in Hys 
kepyng. Wretyn in hast on the Monday next aftyr Seynt 
Andrew. — By yowyr, M. P. 
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ABSTRACT! 

Indenture, i cxh Dec, 3 Edward iv», betweea Robert Wodlarkt Prgvoei of I463 
The College of Si, Mary and St. NichoUa, Cambridge, and John Paaion, Em,^ t«c. to 
wiiBCMing a loan by Pasion to the college of 100 marks till the ociavea of St- 
Hilary^t 14^4 [>•'' H^4~5J< ^poa cetuic platc^ 

N'otf bflotu in a di^rftit hanri .• — .* Memorandum qaod Mr. Alcxifidrr Lye 
erit apud Norwicum Id die MartiB profximoj p*"^ diem Carniprmi.' 

^ [From FuLon M!S,, B,M,] 

* The plalc ipedlird in this document 11 the nme u thit coataioed In the stevad 
liilin No. 5&1, at p. 9S. 
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JAMES GRESHAM TO JOHN PASTON^ 

To my right vsorshipfuil maysicr^ John Fajton, 
a! Casfre^ in Norfolk. 

AFTER due recomendacion hadde, please it your maistcr- 
ship to wycte that thia day the pice by twene Ogan 
and yow was sore argued in the Kynggs Bench by 
your counsel!, m lettyiig of the jugemcnt, and to morwe have 
they day to argue agcyn. And for lak of copies of the plcc, I 
ani fayn to scwc for newe copies thcrof for your counscll. 
Your counscll hopeth to do weel therin. These argued for 
yow, Maisters Grenefeld,^ Catesby," Pygot/ Notyngham,^ and 
Starky,* &c. And yesterday was the matter by twene Deben- 
ham and yow called by Geney ^ for an answer. I have spoken 
onto Catcsby^ and dclyvered hym your cnfromacian, and to be 
advysed, and to commune with Maistcr Grcncfcid, &c. 

The two Chefc Juges * and Maistcr Lyttleton " arn 
awaytyng up on the Kyng, for the Kyng is purposed in to 
Gloucestrcshire, Sic. 

^ [From Fcnn, iv. 1 j£.] The date of thii letter u abundantly cvidcbt, fini froiu 
the drcuHLntvicc thai the a6th of January fihe m4>rFdm ok Si, Paul) tvat a Thursday, 
and secondly, from the mcnlion of ih? King'« g^^^ft ^i^'" Gloucestershire, In 
Januaiy I4&4 Edward iv, wm at Ncinhamptan, imd on the 9th ai Fcbtudry he nu 



He and the two nexr named were made aerjea&ts-at-hiw in 



at Gtoucesler- 

' John Greenfield. 
NovcraW i+Si- 

' John Cflttsby. He waB appointed Judge of ihf Common Pleaa ip i^Si. 

■ Richard PrffoU 

' William Nottingham. He xvas E^pointed Chief Baron of the Eiccheijuef in 

■+79- 

' Humphrey Starkey, H; tv*i made a wrjeaat in 1478. 

' Wlliiam Jcnneyna* m*de 11 Mr|*art in i+^ii »nd a Juitice of the King*a Bench 
In 14S1. 

" John Markham^ Chief Justice of the King's Bench, and Robert Danhy, Cbi«f 
Justice of the Common PleaSf both appointed in i+Sr- 

* Thomas Lyttelton. the famous lawyer, waa created a wrjeant in i^^i, and 
appointed a Judge of (he Ccunnior Picas in if66- He dieH in 14.S1, aged scrcaly- 
mnc, as Fcnn here telU ub in a footnote, but Fosi, in hia Jtiiigri 1^ EmglamJ^ laya 
nothing of hia a^e. 
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It 15 scid chat my Lord Chaunceller' shull be hcr^ on 1464 
Saterday on on Moncday next comyrg, as the maisteres of the mtj. afi 
Chauncerye sayn. I write to yow this by cause ye seid to me 
if ye wyst that my Lord ChaunccUer shtild be here, thanre 
wolde yc conic hiLider, and fll[es] woldc ye not come here this 
tcrmc. 

As touchytig Ryayng, he hath hia day. Utas* Purificationis^ 
but I have that weye that his presence is recondet for ai this 
tcrme, 

Maister Clement' tellyth me thac Wysseter hath put 
cxcepcion on to your wyttenesserts/ &c- 

It is scid that the Kyng wold ride Sussev, Kcnt» Esscx^ 
Suffolk, and Norfiblk, and so to the Parlemcnt, for he hath 
sent for allc his feed men to awayte up on hym in their best 
aray in al hast. 

Wretyn at London, the Thursday in the morwe after 
Seynt Poulc. 

Your owen poure man, 

556 

HENRY BERRY TO JOHN PASTONi^ 

TV f^y Rygfh worsschip/u/ cosyrr, John Paiiorr, Squyer^ 

bt this Letter delyveryd^ ^c. ♦ 

RYGHT worsBchypfull and reverent cosyn, I recomaunde jan. a8 
me on to you wyth al myn hcrt, as your feythful 
kynnesman and oratour, dcsyryngc to here of the 
goodc prosperite and welfare of your worsschipfuU modyr 

* Gcurgc NcviKc, nort Bishop of Ewtcr, but soon sfrci the ivriung of chin bitcr 
trantlaied la York- 

> The Uu9 or Octarc of a fcut U the KTcntli dny afccf it. 

* Clcni«jt Pabiuui brother tu John PasIuu- 

* This rdaica to iYi< Jisputtt coacerniog 5if John Faslolfs will. 

* [Fiom Ftnn, i, 278.] By the mcntiun of Sir Joha Paiion ii it cvidral that ihiE 
letter wa» Aiiiicu after t^^%t but of coufbc ctic d^ie cinaol be laler tbait 14.6A, in 
which year John Pauun (lie father died, lo ^hom ihc Ictler a addmaed. 1( appean 
aku ED bavc beea writccn shoit^ aflct ibir death of jamci Scvc[io)ie< Abbot of St. 
Auj^iiincX Cjnterbury, aIiilIi Fcnn, I kuow ngt oa wtiit authority, uy» occuired 
in 1+61, Even ihe aevi edition oi Dugdalc tloea not give the date ; but Fern*s date 
11 In all prababiliiy right. 
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•4^4 my Lady and 



wyth 



cosyn, wytn your vryff. Sir John Paston, your 

JAM, 18 brethern Wylliam an J Clement, with all your sonys and 

doughtcrs, to whom I bcscchc you hcrtcly that I may be 

recomaundyd, God of His hyghc mercy preserve you all un 

to Hys mercy and grace, and save you from all adversitc. 

Worsschipfull cosyn, my spcciall writynge and hcrtys desire 
afore rehersyd, nature naturaly so me compcUytb, 

Watt thou I he puff fer oughf nf concfytc arnl ayghi, 
1 have yon all ia remembraDce boiL day and nyght; 

bcscchynge you, gentyll cosyn, to tender my writynge. I take 
God to my wyttrcssc, 1 wold as fayn do that myght be un to 
your honor, worsschippc, and profit as any hcrthly man can 
thy nice, 

Worfor now late dcydc the Abbot of our Monastery, and 
lefte us in grete ded [^*i/] ; the brynger hcrofF is my spcciall 
frende : the holdyst brother in our place never hard nor saw 
our chirche in that mysere that is now ; we have cast the 
pcrellys amongys us, and there is nowrc other helpc, butt 
every brother that hath any worsschipfull kynnc or frendys, 
every man to do his part to the well fare, socour, and relcve 
of our monasteri ; therfor, worsschipfull cosyn, I, a brother of 
that worsschipfull monastery, wer inne begoon the feych of all 
thys lend, mekely besechyth you in the reverence of Allmygty 
God to render help, and socour us in our grete necessirc; for 
in London lylh to weddc many rychc jowclls of ouris, with 
other grete dctts, wych my brother wyll enformc you of. 

Plesyth your goodnesse, for Godys sake, and all the Seyntts 
of evyn» and att my sympyll request, to have compassion upon 
us, ye havynge dooe swerte [iiue juretyl both in obligacions and 
plcggs ; in the rcverens of All myghti God, do your allmesae 
and charitc ; hitt schal) cause you to be prayed for, and all 
your kynne as long as the chirchc stantt ; and be this menys, I 
trust to All myghty God, to se my cosyn Wilham, or Clement, 
to be Btward of our londys, and so to have an intressc in Kentt, 
to the worsschippe of God and you all, wych ever have you in 
His kepynge. Amen, 

Writyn at Caunterbiry in hast the xxviij** day of Januarc. 
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Also I bcseche yuu, schcw the bryngcr of this letter sum I4G4 
humanitc and worsschipc, that when he comjth homc» he may J*"- *** 
reportc as he fyndeth. 

*[This is the cause every wele thi putt my kynne in my 
herd, seyinge, I am come of lordys, knygtes, and Iadys_ I 
wold they wer in your daunger a m"- merke, that they mygte 
know you, &cj 

Be your cosyn and bcdman, Henry Berry. 
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CLEMENT PASTON TO JOHN PASTON SENIOR « 

To hyi rythc worchyfutl brodcr^ Jchn Fasten theidety 
Sqwyer he this deiyveryd. 

BRODER, I recomawnde me to zowe. After all dew p"- 
recommendacions, &c. Az for Hew Fennys obliga- 
cion, Zclvcrton knowlacheyd it to be Sir John Fastolfe 
\% dcdc opynly in the Eschckcr, and iher he hadde isjugcmcnt 
to rccciYc the mony and xli. for domagcs. And they report 
here that they have a schreve after her cntcnt that wyll mak 
hem execucion. or ellis return that ye have wastyd the godis 
of the dedc ; so that they wyll have execucion of zowr own 
goodis^ or ellys a wryt to tak zowr body. Thus ze may sc 
they zcvc no fors wat they doo, chow they ywld Icsse and stroy 
all the goodis of the dcde ; And thcr for, for savacion of 
goodis of the dedc, better it wer to suffer tak sum trete than 
to suffer the goodis thus to be lost. Also Zelverton hathe ben 
at all the tenauntis of Sowthewerk and chargid hem to pay no 
mony but to hym. Also the kyng hache ben in Glowcetesfhcr 
and pwnysscde hys rebellious a zens the lawe, and so he enten- 
dithc to doo in Norfolk, and after that in oder contreez. God 
zcvc grasse and good spcdc in hys jornay. No more but 1 

' ThJi hut paragraph ii croBHd r>ar in the onginal U%. 

^ [Add- us, ^4,889, F. lO ^°' the date of thifi letttr and the King's going to 
GlDDCHteiihire, ke prcJiminary note to No. 555, p. 8S, Note 1. 
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1464 pray Godc have zow in hys kcpyng. Wrctyn on Hassc Wcd- 
^■^ ^5 nysday in haste* 

Also I pray zoj^ send me xlj, that I tok James Gressam 
and John Pampyrg for zowr matcris. Also ther is no man 
that hathc contcntyd ony thyng in Che Kyngis Benche of all 
thys term for zour matcns, and that makythc the clerkis and 
rowr Aturnay wery. I trow I xall be fayn to contcnic hem or 
cUys they xall be unpayyd. 

ZowT broder, Clement Paston- 



rsB, 37 



P 
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RICHARD CALLE TO JOHN PASTON' 

Ts my mcoste rruennt and wurckipfull mastre^ my 
Masrrc John Fasten, h this deiyverd. 

|LE51TH it your goode mastreschip to undrestande that 
I have receyved a byll of John Boteler, weche speketh 
of your heygh at Heylesdn, and of your barly in other 
places, but I undrcstand not what ycwold I schuldc do thcrin ; 
ncvcrthclcs I scKal do make it redy. And as for your heygh 1 
schuil tell you whan 1 come hume ; and as for money at Hcy- 
leadon I can non getc, and at Sucynesthorp I have take iiij. 
marc. 

Item, as for tidyngs the Sescions schal be at Thetford on 
Wednesday next comyng, where I ondrestande Mr. Berney 
wol be with mochc people, be caucc thcr is come to hym a 

^ [From Ferm, Iv. 73.] Thit Idler and (he neirt both mention usiicb at Thetford. 
The Utter, i^hicli ii dated on Wednetday, the kui (i^ih) diy af February, and which 
was certainly written in the ycBT i^^^ mention them at being held on inat very day. 
The prepent letter, duled on the Ktond Monday m Lent^ sap they are /d he held on 
W«dn(?d:iy tolb^ingp Nda the lecond Monday in Lent i^-fi^. fell on die 17th of 
February, that ii to nay juit twa day* before that particular \Vedn«day on which we 
know that the asuses really were heLd. TYCx^ alone eeems almost EufHcient evidence 
o£ the date of the letter. As fot the King'i goitig up to I^ndon, it appears by the 
datea of the Privy Scah that on the ^ih Februaiy he wai at Glcucesier^ on the i6th 
and 17th at iCimbolton ; and it in stated in the next letter that he waAat Walchamon 
the i7(hf which ehown that he really was moving toBvards the capital. This was aaE 
the case in r^&i, the ytar to which Fenn asaigiiii the lelterj nor do I kni^w hU 
authority foe ^fating That there vvaa:* ifurgimdian Embauiyinthe beginning ot that ycai. 
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Prcvy Scale that he schuld be with the Kyng within vj. dayes 
that the Prcvy Scale whas delyverd hym, wechc he can not doo, 
for the vj. day is to morwe. Ther is on comen to Felbrigge, 
to William Yelverton on other, and to Robert Rough an other, 
and non of them wol goo to the Kyng ; and the Undreschcrif 
tolde me that ther is comen a comj^scion doiin to hcs maistre, 
that in cas they come not up to the Kyng be ther Prevy Scales, 
that than he rcrc the centre and take hem and bryng hem to 
the Kyng wher ao ever he be. 

Item» Jamys Gresham tellethe me the same, and as for 
tidyngs fro London we here non, but that John Colman telleth 
me that if Berney or Robert Rough come up they are like to 
die. 

Ther be come to London Embasctors from the Duke of 
Burgundy, wcchc cauccd the Kyng to spedc hym the rather to 
London. 

Item, as for any newe assises at Thetford ther is non but 
that hathe hanged this v. yere, as the Scherif tellethe me, 

T whas purposed to be at home this nyght telJ I had your 
bille, weche cauceth me to ride on to Drayton for divers thyngs, 
&c. Almyghty Jesu preserve you, 

Wreten at Norwichc. the ij, Munday of clenc Lcntc. 
Your pore beedeman and scrvaunt, 

Ric. Calle, 



1464 

FEB. 37 
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JOKN PAMPYNGE TO JOHN PASTON, SENIOR* 

TtJ my righl wQrskipfull masUr, John PastQH, 
the elder^ Squkr. 

PLEASE your mastership to wetc that the Assise holde rtH. ig 
this day at Thetford ; and as for any ncwc Assise, that 
ye spak of, ther is non, ncr non other savyng or for a 
man a bought Brunham. 

' [Prom Fcon, iv, jjS.] Th? drcuniBtance of the lasi day of Febmuy Falling on 
A Wc^nodji/ fikci die (lau of ihji Iciier to the year 14.64, Tlicrt \% no cvidrncr in 
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1^64. [ spak with Hcnvard^and 1 askyd hym tf ther wasanygret 

m, «9 day at Bury, and he acid thcr was but a small day, and as for 
any assises thcr wer non but old ; and he told mc that Dcbcn- 
ham and the Undcrshircff were fallc ought, Debcnham bare 
the ShirefT on hand ^ that he had do indiced an hundred men 
son he cam in to his office, and the Shireff told hym that 
the Kyngs bokkes append whedir it was so or nought; 
ajid he told Debcnham that he coud indite an hundred at 
on tymc whan yc wcr indited, and named yow the cause of 
thcr brekyng. 

Ther was a man kyllid now late in Suffolk, and he that ded 
it was on of Debenhams men ; and Herward told me that the 
Shireff seid to hym he wold do Debcnham a shrewd turne and 
he coud. 

Item, it was told mc at Norwich that Master Bcrncy shuld 
have be here with a gret felaship, and it is rot so, ner no man 
heryth of hys comyng, ner her is but litell pcpill nowther, ther 
wer not so few this iij, ycr, as men say. 

Item^ Herward askyd me where John Gayn was, and 1 
askyd why, and he seid ther is a capias ought aycns hym upon 
the condcmpnaccon," and the ShircfF hath it, he bad me gevc 
hym warnyng ; it is rclarnabill xv. Paach_* 

Item, thei sey here that the Kyng was on Monday at 
Waltham. 

Item, Nicholas Colman hath brought home your fardcU ; it 
is at Norwich. 

Itcmj ther be no more Juges here but Sir Pers Ardeyn.* 

Wrctyn at Thctford, the Wednesday the last day of 
Fcbniar, 

the daCcE of PrivT ScaCa (hat the King wai ai Waltham in the end of February, or tbit 
lie biiJ preriouify Tisitcd CambriJgcahirc, in any yeu duripg the period when ihk 
ktttf muii have Wco vrrlitcn ^ bji Li n oujte ponible that he wm ai Waltham aa the 
27II1 Fcbniary 14^64, und if », that he had pasKd through Carnbridgeshiir on bii 
waj fiom ICimbokon, ^herc he had bcca on chc i7(h. 

' i.r. aecuKJ him- Sc< vol, ii. p. uO, Ni>lC 1- 

' Query, u to thin vrorJ, ii being not perfect in the ortgib&l. — F- 

' Quindcna Paschr, iht ^fteentb day after Eaater. 

' Sit Pcier Ardem, Knight, was apjwJntcd Chief fiaron of the Et chequer, and 
al» 4 Justice of thf Coiuman Plcaa, in i^% -, bgi in 1462 1 ncn Chief Bjipjh wai 
appoLiiitd) and Aidem retained only the judgcahip in the Common Pleab, He died 
ia 14^7- 
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Item, Wymondham' is hcre^ and was at the stiirchows this 
day. and the Kyngs livery abaught his tickke, and ther stood 
be the Juge, whiU a iettir of the Kyngs was red. The effect 
was, as it was told me, that the Kyng will that justice be had, 
and chat all risers ayens the pecs, and oppressers of the pepill, 
be chasteised, letyng hem weet' that he was late in Cambngge 
Shire, and there such as had offendid askyd grace, whech thei 
had, savyng such as wcr rcwlcrs, whom he wol] somwhat bee 
punyshid, purposyng to be in this contry aboiight Eatern, &c. 
Your servaunt, &c, 

JoHW Pampynce. 



1464 
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JOHN PASTON THE YOUNGEST TO JOHN PASTON, 

HIS FATHER* 

To my rygte reverent and worchepfuU fadyr, John Pasioti^ 
dwcUyng in Casiyr^ he thys dtlyvend. 

RYTH reverent and worchepfull fadyr, I recomand mc 
or to yow, bcsechyng yow lowly of your blyssyng, 
desyryrg to here of yowyr wcllfar and prospcrytc, the 
whyche I pray God preserve on to Hys plesans^ and to yowyr 
hertys desyir ; besechyng yow to have me excusyd that ye had 
no wrytyng fro mc syth that I departyd frome yow ; for so 
God me heipe, 1 send yow a Icttyr to London anon aftyr 
Kandyimas, by a man of my Lordys ; and he forgat to dclyver 
yt to yow, and so he browt to me the lettyr ayen ; and sythe 
that tyme I kowd get no messenger tyll now. 

' John Wymondham^ E34f,,tlie purchaser af Felbrigg^ h? died there in 147 ji ud 
wii buried in the Augustine Frian at Norwich- — F, 

' The -word ' weel ' is omillcd in Fcnn'a original text, bat occun in tbe modem 
copy, 

^ [Fram Fenn, i. 3,%^-'\ ^The Duke of SomcrKt's going ' here reftrred to cannot 
welt be hi A light to Scotland in 14.62 (tct No. 513)1 though the time of year at nbich 
lh>s teller ia dated would agree vcty nclJ niih that suppofiUIon^ for it appears by 
Letter 511 that John Paston, the futher, vraE at thai time rending in the Temple and 
not 4t CaJalct i nor indeed have wc distinci cridence of hia being al the latter pUce 
bffort 14-64- Moreovci, in the beginning of i^-fij, SomerKt had juai made hi* peace 
iritb K-ing Edward and been rccctrcd into favour, hue early in 14-64^ he rebelled again. 
There can be little doubt, thcrcforct that lh!> year Jt the true date. 
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HAKCU T 



As for tydyTigs, sychc as wc have here I send yow. My 
Lord and my Lady^ ar in good hele, blyssyd be God, and my 
Lord hathe grct labore and cost here in Walys for to take 
dyvers gentyllmen here whyche wer consentyng and hclpyng 
or to the Duke of Somersettys goyng ; and they were apelyd 
of othyr se[r]teyn poyntys of tresoTi, and thys mater. And 
bycausc the Kyng sent my Lord woord to keep thys contre, is 
cause that my Lord terythc here thus longc. And now the 
Kyng hathe geve my Lord power, whedyr he wole do execusyon 
upon thes gentyllmen^ or pardon hem, whedyr that hym lyst ; 
and as fcrtheforthe as I kan undyrstand yet, they shall have 
grasc. And as sone as thes men be come in, my Lord is 
perposyd to come to London^ whyche I supose schall be within 
thys fortnyght. The mcnys namys that be apechyd ar thca, 
John Hanmcr, and Wylliam hys sone, Roger Pulyston, and 
Edward of Madotc ; these be men of worchepe that schall 
come in. 

The Comenys in Lancasher and Chescher wer up to the 
nombyr of a x. m^' [lopoo] or more, but now they be downc 
aycn^ and one or ij, of hem was hcdyd in Chcstyr as on 
^terday last past. 

Thomas Danyell^ is here in Chesschcr, but I wot not in 
what plascj he hathe sent iij. or iiij. letyrys to Syr John 
Howard, syne my Lord come hedyr. 

And othyr tydynggs her we none here, but that I supose ye 
have herd before ; I supose vcryly that it schall be so nyc 
Esterne' er ever my Lord come to London^ that I schal not 
move [q. mowc ? /.r. be able] come home to yow before 
Estern ; wherfor I besech yow> that ye wole wyche save 
[vou^hsijfif] chat one of your men may send a byll to myne 
oncyll Clement, or to som othyr man, who that ye wole, in 
youyr name, that they may delyver me the mony that I am 

^ John Movrbray, Dukc of Norfolk, and Eiiiabelh, hii fife. 

' This gendeman had a rrvcrsTutiafy gfiinl of the coniTablcBhip of Riiing Cjutlc in 
T44S, 27 Hen' VI. He married Mafgarei, daughter of Sir Robert Hotrard, and «sier 
oT S'tt Johr, aftcrwaids Dukc of Noifolk- He Is uid to have been atiainted in the 
1 E^w. ]V., but fiilty restored Wh in bJood ajid posacsMoas in the j^th of the aine 
King. He was esquire of [h< bodv 10 Henry u. — F. 

' 111 14.64 Eaater D&/ fell on tdc istofAprilK 
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behynd of this quarter syn Crystmas, and for the next quarter, 
in parte of that some that it plesid yow to grant me by yer ; 
for by my trowthc, the felawchep have not so mychc mony as 
wc wend to have had be ryth myche ; for my Lord hath had 
grct costs syn he came hcdyr. Whcrfore I besech yow, that I 
may have this mony at Estcrn, for I have borowyd mony that 
I must paye aycn after Estcrn : and I pray to AUmyty God 
have yow in kepyng, 

Wretyn in the Castyl] of the Holte, in Walys, the iyrst 
day of Marche, 

Your sone and lowJy servant, 

John PaSton^ the yongcst. 



1464 

MAICH 1 



S6i 

ABSTRACT! 



Copy of an iadenture WariDg dale i J th April, 4 Edward iv., witncub^ Ari.iL 1 1 
the dflivpry (0 Richard Calle, scmm of John Puton, Eatjuire, by John, p[or 
of ih« moEusury of Holy Trinity, Norwich, b^ virtue of ti« K.ing'i writ) of a 
red boK containiog flcvcflteeti bundle* of endencea, with £^0 of ailvcr in groatai 
ocd @o noblrs ofgold^ in a bag, and OLhcr VAlitableu. 

An mvcniDTj of the irttclefi reffrred to in the fore^oirg indenture Ja contained in 
s kcpBraie piper mutiJjtted in (he right-huid marpn, irhich wc ^ve verbmtim at 

Thii ia the parcell he endeniurc rpcciTcd by Richard Calle of . _ . . 

day of April* the forthe yere ai it 

dppcrit by the copyc that the icydc Richard aendcih me by John ThrEcher. 

Uoam cifitam rubeam cum xvij. buodellii cridenciarum in eadem ci«ta 

coDientia, 
Qvjidragtota libraa argenti in groNis et iiij'^ Dobil. . 

Dud turribula^ irgcDti ci deiiurita. 
Uoam pixidem argtrti « dnuraum. 

Umun oftcuJatorium cum imagine Sancti Jacobi et . . . . 
Udutii cructt argenii ct dcauratum- 

Unum criamatortum rotuDdiim* Md." 

Unum caiicem argent! et deauratum. 1 

Unum alium caliccm eum Imagine Sanctx Trinitati^J 



I [Fram Puton MSA., RM.] 

^ Thuhbuli, ccnucrH, from t^ui^ 

^ rhetc marginal natn arc in John Paiton'i hand. 

VOL. iV. G 



1 left 44 
eru*l in iht 

I left QDll 
■Of b in iht 
cofer but 

cbiJbor 
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ArniL 1 1 

TTic* to 
di'liiiftei 

the une' 
rx. K ar 
warch 
MlHy It? 

Tbu ii 

worth Kiij. 

If. IV. iX 

Tlicibc 
wotlh, aflcr 

*■*-''. Ihp 
Bnfb 

lil] I. ix. <t* 



kaluuri 



> I 



This ii the copy of a bilk dTawin in Englycht that I irnt home Qof all] 
nunper of Euch? alutf Js was in mync cofTie m the ibb[FyJ ...... 

by a letter scni with the same byJIc ihat he chowldc take he<(e that • . 
yf he fonde acey more* well be it, as it aperh in ihc scyd leicQcr] - . 
waulle be lokyd [/oi^^fj/] uj>]>r. 

Uflum calicem de auro ptayoe ponderiE dual li[braB]- 
Uniun alium caliceoi de aurci cum Dcriptura ' Cal[iccm 

pooderis xix. unc*], 
Unam tabulam de auro cum ima^ae Sancti J[acobi pOEitam citm 

prctiosie,] ponderii >iii> iint' ct iij, quiirtcria, 
Unum par turribuloruin iirgtmii ti deaurai* cum acriptura, tlz.» in prima parte 

* Dat' cat eiE,' &c, i et in Eccunda prte ' Aacendit fumu*,' pood' xiVy 

\h. ct [x. Linc']- 
Ua^ni pixidem irgccti pro sacramcntu dcaurat' ciun CTuce [in Aummitatc ac 

chased cum] lilii?, pond' t. Ib^ « iij- unc' di'.^ 
Unam ampullam aigenii deaurat' pond' i. Ib.^ 



u accipiam* 
bpidit 



* All thia was put in a paner togyddrc and 

the GofFrc, 
](cm, xl. mark in aoblie and xl- Ii. IQ gro[tt«]. 
Item, evydtns. 



for to bcrit in to 
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f A« M jfe piaie That was in my cajir at Norwich. 

ACHALEYS of goold plaync, weyng ij. pound. 
Item, a nother chalcys of goold, with this writyngc 
' Calicem salutaris^ accipiam,* weyng xix. unces. 
Item, one table of gold, with an Image of Sen James set 
with grecious stonys, weyng xiij. unce iij. quarter. 

Item, one pcyrc of scnscrs of silver and gilt, with scripture, 

' Pmlm err. JcjEiri.] 13. ' S/e Note 3 on last page, 

^ The ulaie id xhh liit is the lame a« that described in No. J54, by irhiefi the 
words loil in this hia. have bren luppliFd. 

* Added in John PutDii'E hand, 

* (From Fucon Mii.. EM.) This lisL of articles h in the handwriting of Richard 
CilJr, wming, I pmiime, at John PaatDti's ^ecrcury, and in hir^ nun?, ti will be 
teen [hat it correipondi; wirh a Laiin liir confiined in No. 561, and mvit dierFfare be 
the ■ bill drawn in English ^ iberr lefcnrd to. 

' Silutularia, Vi. 
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Wz., in the first part, ' Dat' est cis/ &c., and in the second 1464 
parte, ' Ascendil fumus/ &c., wcyng xiij//. ct x. unc\ 

Item, one box of silver and gilc for the sacrement, with 
a crosse in the hcyght, and chased with liliis^ weying vli. iij> 
unc' di- 

Item, one pottc callid a crismatoric to put in holy cremc 
and oylc, of silver and gilt, wcyirg j/L 



A LIST OF GILT IMAGES* 

AN image oiF Owr Lady with ij. awngcllis scnsyng, 
gilthc, viij"' unc', viz., xiii//. ct. iiij. unc\ 
Item, a crosse with a fott, Ix, unc\ gilthe in to 
cassys and gilt, viij"- & xvij- unc', viz., xiiij/r. & ix. unc\ 

Item, an image of Sent Jon Vangcliat, gtlthe, wcyng vij"'x. 
unc', viz., xijA\ vj. unc'. 

Item, an tmagc of Sent Jon Baptist, gilthe, with tKc Lamb, 
Iviij, unc\ viz., iiij//. x. unnc\ 

Item, an image ofF Sent Jamjs with his staiF, gilthe, weyng 
xxxvj. unc', viz., Vijli. 

Item, an image off Our Lady, gilthe, with a crowne and a 
Icly, weyng iij"'vj, unnc', viz.^ vli. vj. unc'. 

Item, an image of Sent Denys, gilthe, wcyng 1- unc*, vix., 
iiijS. ij. unc'. 

Item, an image ofFowr Savyowr, gilt, with Hi» cro3SC, His 
diadcme, and His fane, v"xj. unc\ viz., ix//. iij, unc'- 

Summa uiiciarum xl"'viij_ unc\ 

Summa Ixvij, lib. iiij» unc\ 

Sum in markis Cj. mark ij. unc', di. 

Memorandum, j. lib. continet xij. unc' ; j. marc continet 
viij. unc', 

' [From PiiEon MSi., B-M.] Thit \iet is lUtmae in the hand*niting of RifKard 
CjiLlci and ^a^ perhaps dnwn up ibout lh( umc time is the preceding one- 

99 
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^^^^^ CLEMENT PASTON TO JOHN PASTON^ 

^^^^1 Tg my rygth 'worchepfu! hroder John Pas/on Sqwyer. 

1464 ir^ YGHT worsh/pfull brother, I rccomawndc nic to low. 
^'■^ '*^ r% After all dew recomendacions, &c,, plesac it zow to 
^ *" wett that after that I had harde aay that the person of 
Blowfeldc^ wasse com to town I went to hym to his In, and he 
bade the mesenger say that he wasse not within, and I bad 
hym say a gayn that I come thydcr to hym for hys own 
worchep and avaylc and that I wassc sory that I com so fer 
for hym ; and after that he sent for me and he cowdc not 
fynde me, and I hardc say ther of. And than 1 wrott a 
letter, resytyng how that he wasse sworn yesterday for to 
say the trowthe of al maner of materis consernyng Sir John 
Fastolfc, avysyd hym to remember qwat hys wytnessc hadde 
sayd for hys salce, and wat schame it scwlde be to hym to say 
the contrary ; And alao, if he saydc the contrary^ ze wold hcr- 
after prove the trowthe and contrary to hys sayyng. and prove 
hym in a pcijuri. And also I baddc hym remember with wat 
maner of men he dch wythe ; and I rehersyd how untrwly 
they hadde don. And not with atandyng thys, after I met 
with hym in the strett and spak with hym, and I fownde hym 
passyng strawngely disposyd and sor mevyd with consicns that 
ic xwld have the lond and fownd the colage but with an C. 
marcs, not with stondyng he myth fynde in hys consicns by 
the well that the colage xwld be fowndyd in a nodcr plasse 
but with an C- marcs, and the reminaunt qf the lylode sold so 
that he myth pwroe the mony ; so I felt by hym that all hys 
atrawngencs from zow is for he demythe that ze wo]d parte 
from no thyng; and I told hym the contrary ther of to be 

■ [Add' MS. 14«S89, f' 7.] Thii IcRcr ttu wrictcn in Apnt h^^, y'Wtn 
ivitnc»ci began to be cKamiocd ibuui FaatoITs wIIL Set No. 56^. The Privy S«J» 
of EdvTiini IV- shovr that he wiu m Kent {tX Dutfonl) on (he 15th and iSth uf 
thai moQtb, and he immediately after ntirted for York- 

' Thomii Horrea. 
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trwc» Az this day he is cxaymincd up on a bok to sey the 1464 
trowthe of all thynges as the juge will^ aske hym, for the **^^^ ^8 
jugeis informacion ; wych 1 trowe wyll nor be good. Also 
they have pwt in tales azens zow iij" or iiij" men, Mayster 
Robard Kent wold sayn that ze xwie gett zow ij. lycens of the 
prioris of zowre wytnes, Mayster Clement and the monke, 
with an A^ datt bcryng before the comyng up; for that must 
ye nedis have. Also he wold sayn that zc xwld com to thys 
towne. Me thowte by Sir Thomas that they have aswerte in 
maner that zc xalJ have no lycens for zour fundacion. And 
[Le. if] they be abowte to gett a lycens to fownde the colage 
in a nodcr place, me thynkythe that wold hurte ; her colour is 
for cause ze can gett no lycens to fownde it at Caster ; wcrfor 
thow zour wyll wcr trwc, they myth lawfully fownde it in a 
nodcr p[acc> My Lord Chawnccler^ is gone to Zork and 
wyll not be her of all thys term. Wrytyn on Wcdnisday 
nexst be for Saynt George. 

The Kyng hathe ben in Kent and ther ben endityd many 
for Isleis dcthc ; and he wyll com to town this day azcn and 
he wyl not tary her but forthc lo Zork straytt. 

By Clement Paston, 
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ABSTRACT* 

DrPOSITIOVS tOUCHING SiH J- Fi5TOLF^S WlLL 

' PHmum tcitcB rq>rolMtoni product! prT Yelfcrtoai ccotra tcatet PaitoD amiil- 
principatiter productoB £cc. hov- 

* Facta fnic fie<jumH vxamirucio tettiam subscripcorum aecreie ec iiagilJatira, 



' ■ wilL'' In MS. ' v^f which ougbc to read * with ^ j eridcntly i slip of tht p«i, 

* Apparently mtaring an enff datf, 

* GrargF Ntvill, Bishop oK Estfer^ altvrwardt Archbi^hap of York- 

* fFrom u\. PhilUppi^ 93''9-l Theu depotitions^ of which vte ahall only aiCeinpt 
to ^ve some of th? pnncipaJ poiottj were produced in (he Spirititi! Court by bir 
WiTliun YeJvprton and WLUEam Worcester in oppwilion to the clajm of Johix Pantoii 
and ThomaB Howes to be £ir John Fastoirs e^ecutorf. The ciaminadont wfrt takm 
at LiiIeTTaJ!! during the yean 146^ i4-^5> ^^ '4^^r ^^'^ the tuit waj not tFiminattd 
when John Paitoti died. The mb- volume here rfferrtd to containa three distinct 
liUDdLci of thtte depoiitionK bound up in a wrong order. A volumt contamin^ 
•imibir matter among the Paiton mss- in the Britiah Muiciira will b* found entered 
in the year i+fi;, 
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I4.64 viddic^ Domini Johanmfl Davy capclkai vicceimo ocuvo die mcQiii Aprilis, 
^tXL- Thomx UpEOD qumtOr JoEiannis Bock yng LtuodecimOr NEchdai Ncwirun xvj''^ 
^QT. diebuft rnensis M^[i; JohannJe I^oer, wilMmi EtoD qu^irto, Roberti Ltboc 
quinto, dicbua incnsii Juqu; Bartholoind Elys tcrcio, magistri Robcrti Wylly 
wxio, Jutidcnia M^fthallt Jotidnnis Davy LcrdodecLmo ti Wlltclnii LyDc 
altimOi die-bui meniis Julii ; Anno Domini millnimo quadriTtgemcBimo icxa- 
gcaiiDO c^uuto, IndicdoDC dutxloctcnc, pontiBcatua Sancduimi ia Chri^to purie 
c\ domiiii Qoatri. doniim Pii Divmd prudcocu Papa: Sccundi anau sexic* la 
Domo Theuurarii rccksivp CaTtiedraib Saocrti Pauli, Loodon, tnTra parochiam 
Saacti QrcgoHi civiiatis London eitiut', per veoerabilem vinim magistrvm 
JohaoDem Drucll, ucriu»quc juri> doctoicm, utazniitatorcin et cvmmidsariucn ad 
mfri Bcripta Hperialiifr depmaiam. In piZMnlia mei Nicholai ParLcr ooiarii 
aaciorititc ApoBtolica, publici scribx in hac vartt de et Bup«r excntionibus 
mfra ^cnpna, par partem domini WLllelmi Yelfcrcoa et WiUelmi Worceter 
productoium.* 

I. John Davy chaplaiDt auylng it the Univenky of CainbtidgPt Jilfr* 
eartJiriemj, 30 years old and more, examined /u^r txcrptionilui infmscriptu ol 
which ihe tenora are quoted, tjz„ on the pirl of Ydverton and Worceter 
agaioa: John Ruflse. Robert Cuiteler cllt.. Master Clement Feimyngham. Rob. 
Bottler, Ralph LnrnpeE, Brother Will. Bokyngham, and Muter Robert Popy^ 
svUnc^fica on the oppoaite aide, whose te&dmoDy is discredited 'eo quod parte 
Bua uon przftenii juraveniai et super aon jumm deposutrunif ac in depoattionibuA 
Eoifi filarial et sint varii, contrarii, lingalarea negAtivam asstreDtei, eautaB 
dictorum luotum minime reddeotes, nrjumque et eundcin pra^rnedttatum ler- 
manem prgfcrcDtcH« a icsatorc Doii vocati auL logati pcrhibecc tcsdnwDiuni, 
n^c Gul^crenier probantes in hac par[er proui ex inapectione depoBiiiobum anamin 
liqucre poierit intucDti.' Further, ^fohn Ruaee xvaa iliiteratCf and did not under- 
hand Litiu when he made hia depoHitioD, and he contradicted the other vjineucs 
on hie own aide; ¥i^., to the gth interrogatory he said. Sir J. FasTolPa will was 
QOL vHctep before hii death, which Clement FeEmyogham and Robt. Guilder 
in their reply to the 3d aaid it va». Moreover he citpccted adTflntagc to him- 
self from his teatimany, ^nd was discharged by Howys of £\OQ that he owed 
Fastolf. He had aIiiq secretly abicracted certain munimentft and charcetK of the 
teGtatOfi which were in ihe cuetody of Will. Worceter, in the house of John 
Tory, at Caatir, Norwich dioc, in Noy. '455. Moreover he was ju^ruWjor et 
iotator of the leitaior's Iar>di called Akethorpe, yearly value 9 markn, appoictpd 
by Patton or Howy», who promised Co lell chem to him much under value for 
his teatimony. Further, his acaiemeni that he waa presCQt in gaaJam hmtii 
camera at Caiater beiu^een 8 and t^ a,I4. on the Saturday before Sir J. FaatolfN 
deathf wan a perjury, for- he was really all that time in other places a long way 
off. His declaration chat he wae 00 servant or tenant of those who brought 
him forward was untrue: he had hired a house of Howya in the town of 
YarmoLiLh, value 4.0s. a year. He was incomUcenr in his testimony about the 
hour Sir J. deetared hia will. He alao pretended never to have teen Fastolfs 
will before hie death, although he wrote the taid pretended wlU with his own 
hand with the date at ihe head, which zx the beginning of thia suit he cauaed to 
he cut off from the writing arid hidden. 
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AJso the uid Rob, Cutleler chaplain, wbrn he made hli depouiiont wu 
'Icvta opiaJonii, m^tx tODScicjitix cl dc mev^ Joh'JH Paalon ac tcncDa ijutui, 
ptout ad primum inter rogatorium examinaTtonis anx prim:? ei secundz renpondr- 
bat,' AJao he was perjured; because ld April i-^f7 id pat. of Holy Trin-, 
Caidri he beat and m^mcd one Jo. FlemyDgt and boasted o( \i (ac /%c fattum 
nomine luo ratam ha^ir), hut beiag t^ken before Str .K Rastolf, jjilice of the 
pvacEt he swore he had not done lo. - -Proafd thit he wae; not diiintercated- 

HxceptioQS to Rob. Popy : He wai a tenattt of PasCoa's, See. Stc. 

Davy iayb John Km wji di Yarmouth on ihe Saturday in i^aeftLion, aa he 
umally W3i on Saiurdayt, to buy victuals for Fastoir* hou«, S:c. (Proof 
declared mmlficient in the margin). Sir J. Kaatolf was so ilJ, chaCi 4a Davy 
bad heard he was uaabk lo apeak froni aid Oct. 'Qu:e quidcm iafirmitu 
vocabatur judicio medicorum, li/irape, t^\rx Lptum vexabaL sJnguJrii horis ct ipium 
deduzit ad extaaim de scieutia iitiuE jurati, qui coDtiuu^ coaveraabatnr cum to 
uaquc ad ipaius mortem.' 

z. Tho£. Upton, one of ihp clerka of the King's kitchen, UteratuSi 'Jibcrx 
couditjonis,' forty years old and over ; id. witness. 

McatioDE that W. Worceter gave Jo. Rub a casket to keep coataiaing 
ccitaia documtntB, which Rua delivered to Howys after FaitolP» death. Was 
cJerk of the kitchen to Fastolf when Rug used m go an Saturday (o Yar- 
mouth, &c. 

9 May. Jo. Bt»kkyDg produced by .lo. Nascby, proctor of Yelverton and 
Worceter, bcfoic Master Tho. Wynterton, LL.D., auditor of Thomas Arch^ 
bishop of Canterbury, Jt his houae in the parish of St. Martin, in presence of 
Robert Kent, proctor cl John Paatoa. — Examination committed to John 
Dfuelf. LL^D* who on ihc uth May cKamines him sccEctly ic the house of 
the treasurer of St, Paul'*. 

■ Dicit ^Bod JobanoeB Tovy quaHJom munimenia el evidencJac ^ in certU 
hagiH ct ptxidihus contcnta qus \ViIlclmua Worceter eidem Johaatii Tovy 
libcravit cusrodiends.' Rui was and is Howys' tenant for the house he [ivea 
in. After FsEtolPi <ieatb Upton delivered to Clement Felmyogham a signet 
or gold ring, *ad aignandum aigilla dicci domint Johancii Faatorf,' in a litde 
bag, which was to be returned 'post tiignacionem hujuaruodi,* but afterwards be 
laid he had Iobi it. Touchyng brother W. Bukyngham, ii wai publicly noiaed 
Bt Yarmouth that Robert Brown, a chaplain of that town, had killed one 
Seman Burtoa, that Bukyngham knowinEly received hiro, and that by hit advite 
he fled. To the [aur exception he say^ he believes Faarolf did not release 
Paiton from the payment of Che said 4OO0 marks, ■ quia iste juratas Don in- 
rdltxit in iota vita aua tantam Lbetalitatcm in dicio dommo Johaane Faitolf*' 
Fastolf had such dtiHculty in breathing for live ur six dayn before hU dejtb that 
he couJd hardly upeak. 

Interrogatoiies propoaed on the part of Pailoo aad Howys, and adniitii&icred 
to witnesses- 

« In primist inEprrogerur quilibet teitis hujuamodl t:ujm sit conditionts et aa 
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•it famulus, 'ecrvicDA aui tcneas pArti» eum produceDtia, tt cui pani magis favet 
partium pncdicutum.' Sc^ondlyi whether he be id the pay of aoy oac> There 
are BIX inierrogatoriea in i\], and they are numbered. 

ThcD follow aaewera of some onc^ whoee name does not appear^ to each of 
these tbi iDterrogatoricji i and oihcr ancwers by^ 

K Nich. Newmao, Uahrr of ihe Chamber to Laidy Catberiocp DudiCM 
of Norfolk, 

1. John Loer, oerTant of the Abbot of Laoelcy* 

3- Will. EtOD, 

4. Rob' Lynne of Bucklande. 

^, Barth. Elya of Yarmonth, Miteralua libera conditioois,' fifty years old 
aod more (prorei Rus'fi abscDcc* but his icatijnony is dccUfcd in the margin to 
be improbable, and not 10 agree with Davy'sJ. 

6 Jufy. Nflflehy produces Rob. Wyllyon ihepartof YelFcrtoti and Worcester- 
Examined on the gth. — Sayo he waa required by Pasioo ard Hovyi to see 
Fastolfa wi[I, and * ad Impediendum [(m^fltWtfm] conailium buujh ; * — ihai oa 
a fiufiday in the summer after Fastolf s death, John Paiton showed him, ai 
Fafitolf B hoLtGC in Southwark, Sir John*} will written on paper, in presence of 
ClemcDi Felmyagham and Joha Bradey, and aaked hiH optnioD if it wai valid. 
Thought 11 inttifficient to overthrow any pretHous will. A claiite mentioniog 
Tudenham and Heydon as CKCCUtore was cancelled by this depooent'b advice, 
'co quod erat contra caritaicm.' 

I j Ja/jt at ff/jvi Cburcl. Naacby producet John Marshall and John Davy, 
^vhose examinationB foUow- 

19 Oci^ i+64< Druell cxaimnei Hen. Woutall it the treaaurcT's house of 
St, PaulV 

15 Nfffr. 14^4- Dniell examines Rob. HerL 

I Dec^ Noaeby produces Rob. FyzCrauf^ whose productioo Kent oppOfiea; 
who tries to prove Rub's absence (insufficicacly, m remarked iu the margin], 
because he was coostantly with Faatolf, except hnlf u hour that morning, and 
held the basin while Henry Barbour lathered the beard {lavit hari^iim) of the 
said Sir John Fastoif. 

■ ReBponaionrs pemnaliter facta* per dominimi Thomam Howya unum 
executorum domint Joh'is Fastolf, ultimo die mensii Aprihs A'* D*" 14^4/ ^^-* 
'coram Ven. tiro MagVo Thoma Wynierbourncj LL-D./ &c., 'ia camera 
eJDAdeiii infra miinerium Rer""' patrifl apud r'amehiih, Wintoa dioc' situac*. in 
pra-^eoncia mci Nicholai Paiker,* &c. 

Howys sayE he did cot He Cotcler or Rub in FaatolPs chamber that Satur- 
day before he went to dinner* On Saturday and Sundiiy before hh death 
Fanolf spoke so low he could hardly be heard by any one^ ard Howyi heard 
him only by putting his ear close to lui mouth. FastolTi mind was clear. 



1 The text u continued here at another part of the volume, the Icives being 
flu^^Uced. 
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ABSTRACT » 

PowCT of aitoraey by Roger Fidyon^ clerL, and WillLam Bondys to 
Richard LynBtedc, John Holmtt and John Bribkrf, to enter and take poBses- 
BiOD of the mauoi of Horayoghall> id Castre, by Yarmouth, v\:h appuiLcOiipcea 
in Caatre, Maudeby, Ornwaby, Filby, and Scroudeby, or elBewheie in the 
hundred of Etist Fleg^e, Norfollc, wbtch the said Roger and Willian] have of 
(he gift of Edinijnd Clcrc ; and tbcrcafLcr to deliver BciBiii liiercin to Agnes 
Paaton, William Pai+lun, Eli/.abcth, CouDicss of Oxford, John Veer, Earl of 
OiifordT John Scroop, Knighi, Lord Scroop, Sir WilHam Yelverton, F?|iiabelh 
Cteerej Willj^m Jcnnaji Joha Grettcfcld, John Cateeby, Sericants-at-Lav ; 
John Hasiyogw, John Clopton, John Calihorp, Hugh Fco, ThomaB Cornc- 
waleya, Tbomaa Howei, clerk, Roger Marshall of London, Henry Spilnian, 
William Loranour, Bartholomew Whyte, William Whylc, John Applyerd, 
JamcB Arbjasicr, William Wurcctyr, and Richard Maryol, according to a 
charier granted tn them by the Mid Roger and William- 

Cutre, ijth May, 4 Edward ly* 



MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON' 

To myn ryg^i worshypfu! hosbond^ John Pasion^ 
be ihys dciyvcryd in haUe. 

RYGHT worshypful hosbond, rekomaund me on to you, juni 8 
PIcasyth you to wcte that I sent yislcrday Loveday to 
Norwychc to spckc wyth the Vykyr of Derham* for 
the mater betwen Master Conslantyn and hym ; and he scyth 
that as for that mater, Master Constantyn sewyd hym for 

^ [From Ml. in rht BodJciati Lihr^ry] 

' [From Ftnn, iv. 17 6- J Th( comniUsion to LoH Scales and Sir John Howard 
mentiontd in ihifc l?tHr iMm& to have rffemiee to a procJamatian dated (he iith 
May 1464, by which all men betweeo the agei of uxty ind liiFeen werp ordered to 
attend the King. The date it conlirmed ^ the rrfrirnc? in the poAtxcript to the 
death of 'Roui of i^ulfoEk/ for Reginald Roui of Drnington died in j^6^. [Str 
Weevtr'& Funira! Monumtntt, p, 781.) 

■ Conttantinp Dalhy wm inrtitutcd to thr Vicarage of Eait Dereham in i+ji, 
■nd wu i(jcce«d«d m 145ft hy Robert Shetingbam^ 
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fcyth and trowth brekyng, and he sewed Master Constantyn 
in the TemporaJl Curte jppon an obligacion of x/;, ; and ther 
was made appoyntment be twen hem by the advyce of bothe 
ther Conceylis, be for Master Robert Popy, that eche of hem 
shuld relece olhyr, and so they dede, and rhe sewrys wer wyth- 
drawyn on bothe partyes, and ichc of hem aquytauncyd othyr ; 
and as for any copy of the picc, he had never non, ncr he ncr 
Master John Eategatc^ that w^s hys atornay, remembrylh nat 
that it was regestryd ; and Master John Estegate seythe, if it 
schuld be sccrgyd in the regcster it wold take a fortcnyght 
werk, and yit pcraventur never be the nerer, 

Syr Thomas Howes hathe ben ryght besy thys weke it 
Blofcld, in wrytyng and lokyng uppc of gcr> and John Russe 
hathc ben with hym ther the moste parte of allc thys wckc, 
and thys day was Robert Lynne ther with hym^ what they 
have do 1 wote nat, but 1 schal wete if 1 may. 

It was told me that Syr Thomas desyryd of John Russe to 
make hym a new inventory of Syr John FastolfFs goods. John 
Russc myght not be spoke with yit, for the letter that he 
shuld a wrctyn, whych ye sentc me word of. 

Item, it [3 tolde that the Dwkc of Suffolk ^ is kome home, 
and owthyr he is ded, or ellys ryght scke, and not lykc to 
eskape ; and Syr John Howard is kome horn ; and it is seyd 
that the Lord Skalys^ and he have a corayssyon to enquer 
whye the}' of this centre that were sent for kame not hastylar 
uppc afftyr they wer sent for. It is rcportyd that the Kyng is 
grctly dysplcasyd ther with. At the reverence of God, armc 
yowr aclve as myghtyly as ye kan ageyn yowr enmye5» for 1 
know verrayly that they wyl do ageyn yow as myghtyly as 
they kan with all ther power. 

It is told me that Syr Thomas shal kom uppe in haste^ 
and othyr, suche as he kan make for hys partyc. 

Also for Goddys sake be war what medcsyns ye take of 
any fysissyans of London ; I schal never trust to hem be cause 
of your fadr and myn onkyl, whoys aowlya God assoyic. 

The blissyd Trynyte have yow in Hys kcpyng^ and scndc 
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I Jdhn dt la Pole, Duke ol Suffdk. 

■ Anthony Widvillc rvu crcttcd L^:^ ^cakaio 1461.— F, 
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VOW hellhe and good spcdc in all yowr matcns. Wrctyn in 
haste, on the Fryday next bcfor Sceynt Bcrnabyc. 

By yowrs, M» P, 

AUe the jentylmen of thys contrc that went uppe to the 
Kyng 2T contrmaundyd, and ar com horn ageyn. It ia told 
me that Rowse of Suffolk^ is ded. If John Gayn myght 
havf :iny rclccsc of his sonc, if it myght do hym esc, it wcr 
a good tome for hym. 
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RICHARD CALLE TO JOHN PASTON' 

To my ryght wurschipfuli my maitrct John PasfQn^ be 
this delyverd in haste. 

PLESITH it yourc goode maisterchippe to witte that I jijuf 38 
have be with my Mastre Calthorppc for the matrc ye 
wrote to hym fore, whcrin I have foundc hytn ryght 
wccic disposed and favorabley ; nevertheles he tolde me that 
William Jenney hath bene hcs goodc frende and have ben of 
hcs counccll this ij. ycre in all hes mattes towchyng the lawc, 
but he seide lever he hadde lose the lesser frende than the 
greete frende, and so he hathe graaiitcd favour accordyng to 
yourc desire, and wrote a Icttre Co the undreschcrj-ff of Norfolk 
that he schuld take sucrte aufficient to save hym harmcles, and 
chat done to write a letter to the undre^chcryiF of Suffolk and 
lete hym witte that he hath taken suertc that ye schall appere 
in the crassino Ammarum upon the exigents returnable, or cUes 

■ ReglDald Rou<i, £s^. of Dcnmgtoiif ia Snjfolk, died in 1464, He w»b the 
ancfbtor of ihe prcKiit £arl of Scrsd broke, 

* [From Paston WM,, B.M.] Tbia letier rtfcrs to the iuii trough: by Jenney 
agftirv^c PaEfan in 1464.1 \tx which, u will be teen heieotVcr, Fatten fuLcd lo aopcaf at 
four 9ucce»ive county court) hekl at Iptwich,and itisat \aa\ outUvred in Michftelmaa 
(eim, Srf No, ^jz. 
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1464 to bryng 1 super icditu ' lauTul before that dayc, chargyng hym 

juwi iti ti^at he do sece [cause (q ceass\ the callyng of the^writts, and to 

retorne that ye appered the fiirst day. Wechc suerte is taken, 

and a letter wreten to the undreschcryfF of Suffolk acordyngc 

herto. 

Item, as for Sir Thomas Howes, he lythe most at Nor- 
wichc, I can thynke he come not up to London tyll 
Michelmcs, 

Item, 1 rode over to Techewelle whan that I whas at 
Mastre Calthorppes for to have money of the fcrmours> and 
Yelverton and Sir Thomas hathc sent to hem that they schol 
pay to you no more money, for that they had payed to you 
they schuldc payed \_piiy it\ aycne to them ; and so I gane 
[can] gctc no money of hem. Whcrfore 1 went for to 
distrcyne hem ; and so they scidc that I myght not distreync 
hem, for I come before the daye, for her \jkeir\ day is at 
Midsomcr. Nevertheles 1 wold not lette, for that Simond 
Miller and other promysed to Mr. William Cotyng and to 
me that I schuld have the money aftre Midsomer, so that I 
brought with me a quctaunce of suchc money as ye have re- 
ccyvcd of hcm» or cllcs a generall quetaunce ; and the tone 
I purposed to do in haste be the advice of the scidc Mastre 
W, Cotynge, For, and 1 torncd, I can thynke it schuld 
hurtc. I am purposed to lete it in yourc name to other 
folks or to them ayen, and suerte founde to you, &c. And 
Almyghty God preserve and kepe you. Wreten at Norwichc 
on Sen Petres Even, 

Your pore scrvaunt and bedman, 

Ric. Call£. 

> Super stdiat. Sa ipdt in us. 
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JOHN PASTON TO EDWARD IV.^ 
To the Kyng^ car Liege iMtd^ 

BESECHYTH lowly your humble acrvaunt, John Paston 
the older, aquicr, that it please youre good grace, for 
such a fyne as your highties hath apoynted your scid 
besecher to content yow, wherof ye be put in suerte, to graunt 
on to your seid besecher your gratjous lettirs patentes of 
licence to found, stabilissh, and cndewe in the gret mancion 
of Caster in Flegge in NoriFolk, that late was John Fastolffs, 
knyght, cosyn to your scid besecher, a college of vij. prcstes, 
wherof one to be master, and of vij. porefolk, to pray for your 
noble astate and for the socle of the seid John Fastolff and 
such other as he was behold to inperpetuitc, aftir ordinauns 
by your seid besecher in that behalff to be made ; and to 
iomortesc, gcve and graunt to the scid prcstes and to ther 
succcssours, for the sustentacion of hem and of the seid pore- 
folk CXX- mark of annuite and rent chargCj or annuites and 
rentes charge, ycrly goyng out of the maners callid Redhams, 
VauK, and Bosomea, in Caster forseid, BegvUes in Wyntercon, 
Reppis in Bastcwyk, Spencers in Heryngby, Loundhall in Sax- 
thorp, Heylesdon, Drayton, Heynesford, Guton in Brandeston, 
Beyton, Techcwell, and of the thrid part of the maner of 
Runham with th'apportcnauns in the shire of Norffolk, and of 
the maners of Hemnales in Cotton, Burneviles in Nakton, 
Akthorp in Leystoft, Caicotes, Havelound, Spitlynggcs, with 
th'apportenauns in the shire of SuiFolk, and out of any part of 

1 [From MS9. in the Bottlcian Libru^r.] This and the altcmativc pnition which 
foMoAB^ sccit) 10 have been dravva up m the year 1464, as one or othtr uf thrm mui^i 
have bcci; the nubjctt of ihe lErccmcnl of tbe loth Scplcirber in ihBC ^ear (No. S7")- 
The two an primed rioiQ iwa puchmfnl w&s. m the Bodleian Libmxy. There ii 
alu>t among ihr PastoQ 1-139^ in the British Museum, a tljird copy, lair wriiien or 
pairhmeiEi like ttiE^ other two, of which Uie text corresponds in ibc beginning to ihe 
wE^ond pctician, inil in the latter pait to the iirat. 
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I4S4 the scid nianers, with a clause of distrcssc for defaut of pay- 
ment of the seid rente, and vj. acres of lond in the seJd towne 
of Caster, and the avowsons of the chirches of the same town, 
and the fourth part of the seid mancion, or any part thcrof for 
the habltacion of the seid prestcs and porcfolk, to be reparid 
at the costs of your scid bcsccher, and his helrcs or assigncs 
for cvir. And a]so by your acid Icttirs pateiites to graunt the 
same prestcs to be one body Jncorperate and to have succession 
perpetuall, and a comon seall, and to be persones abill to plede 
and to be impletidj and to purchase and alienyn all maner 
londes, goodes and catell, by the name of the master and his 
brcthyrn of the college of Sen John Baptist of Castre aforescid. 
And also by your seid Icttirs patcnlcs to licence the scid prestcs 
to take and reseyve, and to hold to them and to thersucces- 
scurs the seid annuite, rent charge* vj- acres of lond, avousons, 

and the seid ^ part of the seid mancion^ for cvir. And 

to gcve your Chaunceler of Inglond for the tyme beyng, 
comaundement, power, and aucCorite that where as in this 
petision is not comprchendid the ccrtcyntc of termcs, maters, 
clauses^ and other circumataunccs convenient and requisite after 
forme of lawc for liccns of the seid fundacion, that your seid 
Chaunceler, that notwithstandyng, do make your seid lettirs 
patentes in forme of lawe effectual! and sufficient in that behalf 
after the very entent aforescid, not excedyng the valcw and 
somme before spccifyd, without any fyne or fee other thanne 
is afore spccifyd to be payd for the scid Icttirs patentes, licena, 
or grauntcs, by your scid besecher or by the scid prestcs ; and 
thei shall pray hertly to God for yow. 

Caiitor [leciiadum} rormun ttAameoti Jo, FaEU)lf,EniL 



1 A blink oa an erasure. 
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T'tf rke Kyfig, our Severeyn Lord, 

Plraw it yowr highnct lo grauntc nnto yowr humble wr\ani TohD Paaton the 
old«, SoQier, yowr gracious leitret paren" of licsoce to fownde, eiabelyah, and 
endewc in the grct mandon of Ca^trc be Mckyll Ycrmowth in KorElolt, that 
IfKc was John FjAtolifs^ knygbi, coayn to yowr scyd bcsecher, a cola^c of vij. 
pryfitpa whcroff on (O bf mM»ef, and vij. pnurmen, rn praye for your nobf* 
utaie, and Tor the sowte of chc said Fastoltf and niche othir as be wai b« EioMc 
to LQpcrpclulLt, and to ianiotteae and gyve to the Kyd pryetca, and to ther 
sticcesaourfi for the iufitentacion of hem, and of the scyd pourmpn C. marke of 
annunite and rem charge, ycrly goyng owt of aM maneree, londes, and tenemeQtz 
that were the scyd Faitolna within the Sbyrea of NorlTotk and SulTblkf and vj. 
acroti of londe itj [he bayd town of CjBiie, and Lhe iiij. parte of the 6ayd maDcion 
for rhe habitadon of the ijayd pryatei and pourmen, ro be rpfrared at the coEten 
of your Beyd E>e£Echcr and hyji heyren and aasigneA for ever, as eucrly and law 
folly a» your aryd bc«echrr can dcvjac. And also be your leltero patcnu to 
gratire the same pryites [o be one bodie incorperace, and lo have aiicoeasion 
peiHtuaJI, acid a comon aeaU, and lo be pereonct^ aby][ (o pJede and be irapfetidf 
and to purchase and alicnyo all niAncr londa, tenirnicnt9t godca, and catell, be 
the name of the maiiet aJid hys brcthyrn of the collage of Saynt John Baptiste 
of Caitre atorsayd. And also be your EeUer» paTenIz to licence lhe tayd 
prystcf to take and rceeyve, and to holde to tbcym and to ther aucccaeourH the 
6»d annaunite, rente charge, vj. acien of load, avowiont, and the scyd iiij. parte 
of the Kaid mancion for ever, with ov/te eny tfyne or fe to he payde for the »yd 
ktirei patenEz, licene or graantcF be your oayd befiechcr, or be the gaid pristea. 
And thci aha!] pray hertly to God for yOn. 

Eadarsid in a Uirr ^and: — Pdicio JohUa Piilon Arm' ad RegPin pro rollcpo in 
Caifiter. 
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ANONYMOUS TO MASTER ROTHEWELL^ 

MAISTER Rochewcll, please you to remcmbre, as for I464(?) 
the mater that John Paston and Sir Thomas Howys 
comownyd with you of, in whiche they desyred 
spccialy the good lordship, support and helpe of my Lordis of 
Wynchcstre and Beauchatnp for acomplishemcnt of the will < 

' [Add. Ml. 31,557, i. 6^] Thii letter would Htm lo be of *bout the ume date 
ai No- ^69, 
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l46^(?} of here testatour* and in csshcwyngc ofcostts. And where as 
yc mcovyd to knowc the matciys that were contrarycd be 
othcrys, we ujidirstonde and have knowlcgc of late tyinc it' 
stondcth in these materys fotwyng, 

Fyrst, the seyd Testatour be hise testament namyd the 
seyd Lordys and the seyd John Paston and Thomas Howys 
and othyr executorys, and wolde as for the admynistracion, 
kepyng and exccucion of his goodis shuld be lakyn and doo 
be the seyd Pastoii and Howys duryng here lyvcs, if they will 
take admynistracion ; and if ony of hem too desese or refucc 
the admynistracion, the tothyr to chcsc to hym on of the 
wmnaunt of the executorys to execute, &c. And if bothe 
dcye, noon chosyn, thanne tweyne to be chosyn be the 
executorys levyng, or the more part of hem, to admynistre 
in lyk wise. And they too that do occupyc to have recourse 
to my seyd lordis and the othyr executorys in takyng here 
good avyse chargeable and requysit macerya. And this is oon 
matcre that othyr namyd in the Testament gruche with. Not- 
withstandyng, as for ony avauntagc that we cleyme to have by 
it, we wyU be agreable to ony mean resorablc that ourc seyd 
lordis wyll ordcync to the good dtsposecion of the goodys 
accordyng to oure tcstatorys intent, or to ony mcane that may 
concycnsly or lawcfully be mcovyd. 

Item* as for hise wyll touchyng hesc goodis on mcvable, as 
hese londis and tenamentis, the seyd testatour hathe at all 
tymes this xx. yeer, in all wyllis that he hathe made, ordeynid 
that a crer part of hyse seyd londis shuld goo to the fundacion 
of a collage at Castrc of vij. monkys or pristis and vij. pore 
folkc ; and he by hysc last wyll ordeynid that the seyd John 
Paston shuld have all the londis and tenemcntis in NorfFolkc, 
Suffolke and Norwyche; and that the seyd Paston shuld at 
hese cost inmorteyse and indewe the seyd Collage and pave 
iiij"^ mark to be dysposed for the testatouris soule^ as is 
declaryd in the seyd wyll more plcynerly. And as for the 
rcmnauiit of the lyflodc to be sold, and the mony thereof 
comynge to be disposed be thoo pcrsonys that he hathe 
ordeynid to have the exccucion of hlse wyll and testament, 

■ Sir John Fnitolf, > ii. u&. readB^in.' 
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And as for thys matere of the Collage, there shall* be the r464(?) 
mene hereof^ more mony growe to the handis of the mynis- 
trorys, what soo ever they bee, and also lease labour tharne 
shuld have doo and thys hadde nor bee, in cas the seyd 
mynislroris wolde incende to parforme ony will thar the seyd 
Tcstatour made thys xx. yccr. And also it shalbe well provyd 
that the scyd Tcstatour was dysposcd to have doo more largely 
to the seyd Paston thanne is conteynid in the seyd wyl) if he 
hadde levyd the tyme to have cxpressyd and parformyd hisc 
wyll and entent, 

Wherfor^ plese my seyd lordis to take suche a direccion 
that the may undirstonde the trouthc of these matcrys, and 
to shcwe here good lordshepys and favour accordyng to the 
trouthc in parformyng of the Tcstatourys wyll, and in scsyngc 
of voyd costis of hesc goodis. And that they will gevc noo 
credence to suche as wyll upon here owyn iraagynacionys for 
maleyse or invye intendyng to conCrarye the dedys wyll or 
mys spende hese goodis , , , 

Eiuieriid by another hand ■■ — 

A Inter to RochweM or Worc^aier or of Watiyn Schyddam, 



57' 

FOUNDATION OF CAISTER COLLEGE' 

Apunctuament' Regis pre fundachne Ceihgij npud 
Caisfrr, i^c, 

THE Kyng, for thesoume of CCC. mark of lawfull mony 141 
of Inglond, or of silver plate to the valew therof^ 3t?r- 
grauntith to John Paslon the older, Squier, to have 
licens, lawfully mad, to make and found a College of vij, prcsts 
and vij. pore folk at Caster, in Flegge in Norffolk, for the 
soulc of Sir John Falstolf, Knyght ; thei to be indued with 
ccrteyn rent, and otherwise aftir the intent and eflfcct as is 
apecifijd in a bille therof, signed by the Kyng ; and that he 

< [Prom Feon, it. r8ij 
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1464 shall showc his good grase, favour, and assistence to have the 

ifcrn 10 said fundacoi] inactcd aiid aucCoriacd in the parlcmctit next 
holdcn, and discharge the seid John Paston and the scid prests 
of any other fync or fee to be mad in the Chaunceric for the 
seid fundaclon ; and that the Kyng shall signe ard gnunt 
warants for seid licens, and shewe his good grace and favour 
in the expedision therofj what tyme he be sued to therforc by 
the scid John Paston. 

Also, the Kyng grauntith to be good and favorabiU Lord 
to the seid John Paston, and inespeciail in all thyngs touchyng 
the execucion of the will of the scid Sir John FasColf, and also 
to be good and favorabiU Lord to the seid John Paston» in 
^ supportyng and helpyng hym, in that the Kyngs Highnesse 
may tawfulle do, in such maters as arc in debate athwyx the 
scid John Paston and William Yclvcrton, or William Jcnncy, 
or any other, conccrnyng the londs and tenements, goods or 
cattel]^ that were the seid Sir John Fastolfs, Also the Kyng 
grauntith to help and support the seid John Paston to opteyne 
and have to the use of the seid Sir John Fastolf such goods as 
were the seid Fastolfs deseitfully aloyned out of the possession 
and knowicch of the scid John Paston; and that the Kyng 
shall graunt the seid John Paston such lawfull writynggs ana 
lettirs from the Kyng, directed to such pcrsoncs as shall be 
behovefulJ for the same, what tyme the 3eid John Paston suyth 
to the Kyngs Highnesse therfore. 

Also where Yclverton, or Jenney, or any Justise of the 
Peas of the Shire of Suffolk hath recorded any riot, trespas, or 
offenses to be do aycns the Kyngs peas, by the scid John 
Paston, his scrvaunts, or tenaunts^ or frcnds ; or where any 
inditement or presentment is found ayens them, or any of 
them, before any of the seid Justises* for any such riot> offenses, 
rrespas, or for any other mater rcmaynyng of record in the 
Kyngs Benche, or in any other plase, the Kyng grauntith to 
the seid John Paston, and al] other persones named in the scid 
records or inditcmcnts^ or in any of hcm> and to alle her 
boroughs [skreiUs'j and plcgges, and to ich of hem that woll 
sue it, a pardon of all riotes, trespas, offenses, fclonys, for- 
fctures door aycns the Kyngs peas, and of fynes therefore 



EDWARD IV 



dcmpt [a{Jjr4ifg;ird], or to be dempt, and of all other thyngs 
generally, treason except, and that the Kyng shall signe waraiits 
Iiwfull of" the seid pardons, what tyme Kis Highnessc be 
rc(juerid by the seid Juhn Paston or his attornys. 

And also that his Highnesse shall do inquerc and examina- 
cion be mad whedir the seid record of the aeid Justiaes and 
presentments, and other informacions or compkynts mad aycns 
the seid John Paston, were do trewly and lawfully or nought ; 
and if it be found that thci were do otherwise thanne trought, 
lawe, or consiens woU, thanne the Kyng grauntyth to cause 
the doers therof to recompense the seid John Paston and the 
seid other pcrsones, as far as lawc and good consiens woll in 
that behalf. 

And that if it fortune any compleynt to be mad aycns the 
seid John Paston, by any persone in tyme comyng, to the 
Kyng, that he shall take no displeasir to the seid John Paston 
till the tyme he come to his answer, and be found in defaut. 

And that the Kyng shall receyve an CJi. of the scid CCC. 
mark, what tyme he send for li, and the remnaunt as sone as 
the seid fundacion Cake effect; and also that his Highnesse 
shall geCe the assent of the reverent fader In God, the Archc- 
bisshop of Caunterbury, in such apoyntments as is mad athwyx 
the Kyng and Che seid John Paston, of such goods as were the 
scid Sir John Fastolfs. for the delivere therof; and that if the 
scid John Paston refuse the administracion of the goods and 
catcll that were the scid Sir John Fastolfs, sufleryng other to 
take it opon hem, the Kyng, at the irstauns of the scid John 
Paston, grauntith to be good and favorabiU Lord to such other 
as the coors of the lawe, and assent of the seid John Pastonj 
shall take the seid administracion in execucion of the seid 
Fastolfs will^ fouchyng the administracion of the goods and 
catcli forseidj acordyng to the same wyll ; and that the Kyng 
shall not cleymc nor desire any of the londs or tenements, 
goods or catcll, that were the scid Sir John Faslolf, aycns the 
acid John Paston, or any other executor, administror, or feffe 
of the seid Sir John Fastolf, nor support or favour any other 
persone in cleymyng any of the seid londs or tenements, goods 
or catellf aycns any the seid administers, executores, or feffes. 
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1464 And the Kyng grauntith that where as this billc is not 

suT. io sufficiently mad in clauses and termes according to th'entent 
therof, that his Highnessc woll take and execute the very entcnc 
therof, nofwithstandyng the insufficrens of any' such tcrmes and 
clauses in thcs bille, Wretyn at Marlcburgh, the Monday 
next after the Nativitc of ourc Lady, the fourthe ycrc of the 
rcignc of the Kyng, 



572 
ABSTFtACTS* 

O0TL4WItY or .ToriM PasTOM. 

nav. to The fallowing wnis «ni] ccrpin of nnis stood ongiiull^ on a Air in the ardn in 

which rhey are here noticed, 

r. Edward iv, {0 the Prior of Norwich. — Orden hira to delircr to the 
bearrr all gui>is !n hie handH Monging to Joha PastOD, Esq., who \s ouilawed. 
Readicg, 20 Not. 

TT- Wnr to Edmund Clyre, Enchcator of Norfolk, touching ihe aboT* 
outlawry* — John Paatoc is here called * the elder/ Dated 30 Nov. 

IIL Sufvrje^at addr««3rd lo the Hscheator of Cos, Cambiidge and Hunta 
to pUy confiBcation of the ^oimIb of Johti Pniulot], who hao been outlawed, firat 
for trcipsBs againat William Jenncy, and secondly for trcipuD dgainst WiJliara 
Hogan ; of which he waji conTicied in StifTolk. on Monday, jo Sept., ^ Edw, 
IT, Both caaes are removed by writs of error into the King's Bench. — Teste 
J. Markham apod Wcstin-, 23 Not., + Hdw, iv. 



IV. Copy 0^ -tuperjn/eai 00 the exigent isbucd at J eon ey 'a suit Io the SherifT 
of fliiCfalL — Teste J- Markham apud Sckbrok, *4 Aug., 4 Edw. iv. With 
(he return on The writ of exigent, notifying Paaton^d non-ippe^rance vhen 
proclaimed at the county couria held at IpEwich on Monday ai May, Monday 

18 June, Monday iS July* ard Moodar 13 Aug.* 4 Edw, it. The /u^i-' 
jfdeai waB delivered to the fthetifF by Richard CaUc in Pastoa'a name on the 

19 Aug. 

V. Edirard ty» to Sir John Markham, CMcf Jueticc of the Kiog'i Bench^ 
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— Commands him u> mak? m/vrinfair upon the exlgtou. For, nt ehe King 
undersucd^, Jeocey obtained judgment againM P^ton fc?r ^i-^t loe.f and 
WiUiam Hogan by the support of Jcpdcj look anoihcr action, and obuiocd 
A judgnwnc of ^[6 M j : 4 'ag:iinit conscteDce and law* as vje be informed/ If 
Pascoa hai delivered 10 the iheriff any whii of error (0 «end the actioni to our 
coort of parliament, he ia CO complyj according to the uaud course m such 
cases. — Fothejingayt 3 Aug. 
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VI. Edward iv. to Thomas Croxton, Ckrk of the Crown> — CommandiDg 
him to search the rrcords and seo that ihe proreasea of outlawry against John 
PailOD have been well and Bufhcientiy made out. — Reading, 3 Oct, 

Memoratidum subjoined, Mhat William Jenney's coan»l hath openly 
vaunted in WcBim^nGter Ha^I that the King hath sent another letter to the 
sheriff, conimandiDg Kmi to certify Jcho PaBtoa outlawed.' 

*^* V. and VI. are copiei on the same paper. 
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SIR WALTER BLOUNT TO THE 
PRIOR OF NORWICH 1 

7'& ihe Prior of Norwich. 

REVEREND fader ir God, I recomaundc me to you, hot- 17 
And for so muche the Kyiigs hyghncssc is advcrtyscd 
ye shuld have in . . , .* certayn goodes of John 
Pastons to the value of vij. or viij. m' mark wherirt the Kyng 
is cntytilled by such processc of owtlawry as is awarded aycnst 
the said Paston ; Whcrcfor in the Kynges name I charge you 
that if any such good be m your governance * or within your 
monastery, ye suffer noon of thayme to passe oute of your 
garde, but suerle to kepe thaym unto the Kynges behouffe, 
unto ye tyme ye have otherwise in comaundmcnt, as ye will 
answer at your pcrillc and in eschewing his grct displcasur and 

J [ms- in Pembroke College, Cambridge.] 
■ A word or two illegible. 

' So the word K«ini to have been originally, but the wKting i* faded, and a 
modem hand hai atcempied to restore the beginning as ' no . . 
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1464 such jeopardies as by the lawc myght ensue to youre over grct 

MOV. a? damage, which I nc wold. And of your disposicion hcrin it 

like you I may be certified in writing by the bcrour herof- 

And Dure Lord have you in his Iceping, Wryten at London 

the xxvij, day of Novembre anno Ixiiij^"- 

By the Trcsorer of Ingland, 

Svjt Water Blount, 
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ANONYMOUS TO JOHN PASTON 1 

To my rygkt worsh'spfuU mn'uUr and brotheTy 
John Pas/oriy /his Uiter be taken* 

RYGHT worshipfull and reverend mayster and brother, 
with allc my service 1 ri:commaundc me on to yow- 
Please hit onto your grctc wyscdom to have yn your 
dcscrete remembrauns the streite Ordre on which we ben 
profcssid, and on which ze er bownden to kepe your residcns, 

^ [From Fenn, iii. 41 5,] Ii U difficuk 10 assign with ctmliJf ncc citlicr a ililc or 
a meaning la ihii sLnuigrly WDrded tpisdc. The bignature itscJf ts ^ mjatcr^. The 
order of tlic Tciripk orSion is unknown 10 flrchzuTo^ats, and the phct I'lom which 
the Inter h ducd canuoc \x id{:Luilicd. From die pc^-ului dtvicr uwd aa a signature, 
reiembling whal m heralcJT^ rr^rrhriiti a liiLiEilain, Perm threw out a GuggEblion thjl 
Founiaiiie wai ihe writer's name, remarlcing that a family of dial name rcaiJeil z\ 
Sallct in Nojfolki and migliL havr been related to Paataii as ihe wnlei diUUieJ to be. 
But ibcre Kcm& \o be an air of irony aboui the whole eoinmuniciibn which forUdi 
ut to Ean^iruF any of Ik BiaTemenMi ^riou^y { nor dn \iic And the flighiebi alJu.^iaii Id 
thii letter or its cnnErnts in a.tl the lesi cf the rorrei^pondenre. For my pan, I am 
indinrd ta thint it was a modcing lertfr addreucd to John Pa&ton by une of the 
prinanen in the Fleet, where Paston had hrmself been c-iiniiiirH In 1464. Hii 
impfiftnnmenT on thar nrrasion was probably of *hori diiracion, but I cannot tell 
the preci'V d^e of hit releav^ He wu cnmmiiied to the Plert, u vre arc informed 
by William Woreeatfr (Iliaersfy, p. 366}, on Saturday llic 3d November- If I am 
right in my conjecture about ihii tetter, tie had, perhapn, b«n alr^aily liberated j 
but ftome of hib lare felbw-prisonera, ptobably merahfTs oF the Inner or Middle 
Temple likr himself, who had formed themselves into a fancy * OrJcr of the Temple 
of Sion/ amuud ihrrmselveh by speculating o» the probability that he wn« rot yci 
qitJCe dear of the toili of the law, and that he would be obliged to came baft aitd 
*p«nd Christmas in gaol, among the jolly companionii whom he hail recently deserted. 
3 may remark that the tiainc of Thnmai 3abington Dcrun in Du^alr's Or^giaet 
yitridi^alfi, p. 163, as biTtng been elreted a reader in the Inner Temple in zi Heti. 
VTi., when liF seems to have been an old man^ for, owing to hi^ sight taiUng^ he wu 
eicuscd from readings and John Pen, who war afterward* Anomey General, and, 
latet tItJI, fuitiee of tTie King a Beneh^ read in hii place. 

118 



EDWARD IV 

and specially on this tyme of Cryatmas amonggis your con- 146^(?) 
frcrys of this holy Ordre, the Temple of Syon ; for ynlessc "'^^ 3 
than zc kepc dcwly the poynts of your holy Religion, owr 
Maistcr Thomas Babyngton* maister and soverayn of owr 
Order of th'assent of his brythryn ben avyscd to awarde 
azenste vow ryght sharp and hasty proces to do callc yow 
to do your obcervauns, and to obeyc the poynts of your 
Religion, which wer on to me grete hevyncsse. Whcrforc 
I, as he that hath most grettcsE cause, and ys most bownden 
on to your grctc gcntylncsse^ and also whom nature and kyndc 
most specially byforc every of alle owr brcth[r]yn byndcn me 
to owe and wilnc yow goode wyiic and trcwe hert> consyderyng 
the grete tyme of penawns that ze havyn ben yn fro sonc upon 
Mighelmas hcderto, that ys to say, yn relevyng and sustenawns 
of your evyn Crysten/ and also yn the charytablc and meritory 
dcdc of almyssdoyng, that ys to say yn plenteous and liberall 
zeftis, which ys more prccyusscur than gooldc er sylvcr* which 
hath nat be at allc tymys to your grete ease, neyther hertis 
plesauns, but rather to your grete desese and yntollerable 
peyne. And wher Godds lawe and manys lawe acorden that 
hit shall nat be lawful to non erthely man to be so lyberall 
and plenteous of that that- God sendith hym, that he sholde so 
dcsposc hit so that he sholde nowgch have to lyvc by ; and 
forasmych as I have perfitc knowlich of your frcel ' \Jrail] 
and naturall disposiseon so set on to theym that ben nedy 
and hunggery that of your selfe ze have ro myght, neyther 
power to absteyne and rewle yourself, but also long as God 
sendith and 2cvyth yow whereof to dispose and help your 
evyn Crysten zc most nedis dcsposc hit forth a monggus your 
evyn Criatcn, 1 conscile yow that yn also hasty and goodcly 
tymc as zc kan to come on to your holy brythcryn that ben of 
that devowt and clos conversacion^ to Ui entent that ze myghl 
ben advertysid and lernyd by theym the goode rewle and 
messur that ze owght and sholde have yn the despoctscion and 
delyng of your almys. 

' i^. jrouf fellow- Christians. 

* F«nn inicrprrli thii word frre twil/t iffhirh I i-annof fhint lo b* iht meining 

119 



THE PASTON LETTERS 

I464(?) And also, sethnys ze haven chosen zow a place yr this 
^f-f^- 3 seson of Avent, yn which ze have had a resonable leysour and 
space Co do your penauns yn, which drawith fast to a endc ; 
which ha[h been a convcnyent place as for the ceson of the yer ; 
and now hit driwith fast on to Cristmas, on which tyme every 
\rcwe Crystcn man aholdc be mcry, jocundc, and glad- And 
scthnya ther is no place which by lyldyhod of reason ze shulde 
fynde yn your hert to be so gladde and yocundc yn as ze sholde 
be yn the place of your profession a mounggis your holy 
brythcryn ; yn which place yn this ceson of the yer hit ys a 
custumyd to be alle maner of despon, lyke as hit is nat 
unknowe Co your wiasc dcscrcscion ; whcrforc, as my symplc 
reason Icdith mc your grctc dcscrcscion sholdc rcwlc you thaC 
ze sholde approche nygh the plase of your holy relcgion yn also 
hasty tyme as ze code er niyght, of whos comyng alle your 
saide bretheryn wolde be glade and fayn, and yn especiall I, 
your servaunt and brother^ lyke as I am most syngguler 
bownden to th'cncresse of your prospente and welfar, which 1 
shall ever desir with Godds mcrsy, which have yow undir His 
bicssid and favorable protcccion. WryCtcn yn the Temple of 
Syon, iij*^- day of December, yn grete hast- 

By your Servaunt and brother. 



110 



EDWARD IV 



575 

[JOHN PASTON] TO MARGARET PASTON 
AND OTHERS' 

To my masires Margrae Pastott^ and lo my welhekvtd Frtndis^ 
Jchn Dauheney attd Richard Caih. 

1PRAY yow, see to the god governauncc of my housold 
and guydynge of other thynges toiichyng my profitc, and 
that je, with Daabcncy and Richard Callc, and with other 
such of my frcndis and scrvauntis as can avisc yow aftir the 
mater requireth, wekcly take a sad comunecacion of sjch 
thynges as be for to do, or oftenner and nede be, takyng avisc 
of the master, and of the viker^ and Sir Jamis,^ that is for to 
say, as well for provision of stufFe for myn howsold as for the 
gadcryng of the revenew of my livelode or greyncs, or for 
setting awcrk of my scrvauntis, and for the more polctik mcane 
of sclJyng and carryng of my malt, and for all other thynges 
necessari for to be do ; and that whanne I come home I have 
not an excuse, seytng that ye spoke to my scrvauntia and that 
Daubeney and Calle exkuse them that thei wer so besy thei 
myght not attende ; for I woU have my mater so guided that 
if on man may not attende a nother shaU he comaunded to do 
it ; and if my scrvauntis faiJc I had lever wage some other 
man, for a jorny or a season, thanne my mater should be on 
aped. 

As for my livelode, I left with Daubeney a biUe of many of 
my dettis, wherby ye alle myght have be indused whedir ye 
ahuldc have sent for silver. 



H65 

JAN. ] J 



1 [Add, Mr ;+>Sa9, F. 15-] The fonienti of this letlwshow it to be trf the year 
1465^ when Daubeney and CiJIf, as we Icnow, were with Margaret Paiton (/h No. 
576}- Kpference ie made to iKf di^pleasiire Sir John Paiton had f[iven io both hii 

Sirents in 1^3 {m No. 552), and wtiaf hia mother wniefl abojt bin return home in 
lay of chit year ^No. 579) goefi 10 coiLl^mi the dale- Further proof will be found in 
the foatnole a1 p, lafi, 

1 If thiG bt thf vttwr of Puton, ii Mrae William Warner, who succeeded Robtn 
Wil]iam»n in h^4' ' J^ir^^' Gfoys rht priest. 
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1465 It likcth me evill to here that my prcstis and pore men be 

JAW. ry onpaiid, and that no mony sent to me more thanne x. markis 
be Berney of alle this season, and yet thcrof telle Richard CiUe 
he sent me viii. nobils in goold for v. marlcis^ and that as longe 
as gold was better payment thanne silver I had nevlr so mochc 
gold of hym at onys ; and telle hym that I wollc riat that he 
shall kcpc that use, for I trowc my tenauntis have but lltcU gold 
to pay. 

Also remembir yo?v in any housold, felaship or cumpany 
that will be of good rewle, purvyauns must be had that cvety 
persone of ic be helpyng and furcheryng aftir his discrccion 
and powyr, and he that woU not do so without he be kept of 
almcs shuld be put out of the houshold or felachep. 

Item, where yc desire me that I shuld take your sone^ to 
grase, 1 woll for your sake do the better, and will ye knowe he 
shall not be so outc of my favour that I will suffir hym to 
mischefe without be eftsones his owne defaut. And hough be 
it that in his presumptuouse and ondiscrete demenyng he gaf 
bothe me and yow cause of displeasir, and to other of my 
scrvauntis illc exaumple, and that also guided hym to allc 
mcnncs undirstandyng that he was wery of bidyng in myn 
hows, and he not insurid of help in any other place ; yet that 
grcveth nat me so cvill as doth that I nevir coud fele nor 
undirsrand hym polelyk ne diligent in helpyng hym self, but 
as a drane amongis bees which labour for gaderyng hony in the 
feldis and the drane doth nought but takyth his part of it. And 
if this myght make hym to knowe the better hym self and put 
hym in remcmbrauns what tymc he hath lost, and hough he 
hath Jevcd in idelnca, and that he coud for this cachewc to do 
so heraftir, it myght fortune for his best. But I here yet nevir 
from no plasc that he hath be in of any poletyk demenyng or 
occupacion of hym. And in the kynges hows he coud put hym 
self foorth to be in favour or trust with any men of suhstauns 
that myght forthcr hym ; ncvcrlhclesse as for your house and 
myne I purpose not he shall come there, ncr be my will non 
othir but if [i^c, unless] he can do more thanne loke foorth and 
make a fase and countenauns. 



J Sii John FaaiOA. 
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Ilcm, send mc word whcdir my glasier hath do at Bromholm 1 465 
and at the friera of the South Towne,^ and whcdir he be paiid J*^- '5 
such mony as I sent home word he shuld be paiid, and if he 
have do all he must have more mony^ but I remembir not 
certeynly what, rill 1 come home, for 1 remember nat what his 
bargeyn was for the work at the Southcownc. I trowe Mr. 
Qcment can telle, and also fele hym self and send mc word. 
Also that yc and Richard Calle and Daubcncy sec that Mn 
Clement and Mn Braklec ^ which hath grctc ncde I wote wcll^ 
and my prestis and pore men be paiid and also all othir men. 
And that ye see that I be not callid on for that is my dewte. 
Also that ye see amongis yow that that is owynge me be not 
lost ne forborn for lewdnes, for that shall bothe hurt mc and 
do my tenauntis harme. LeCe Richard Calle remcnibir that 
my fcrmour of Swcynesthorp is fallc in gret dcttc for defeut 
of callyng upon but be on [one] ycre ; And 1 deme that bothe 
John Willcys and my new fermour of Snaylewell arn like to 
be in the same case, and peraventure Aleyn of Gresham and 
other. 

Item, remcmbir yow or evir I had a doo with Fastolffis 
livclode, whill 1 tokc hedc to my livdodc my self, it both 
served myn expenses at home and at London and all other 
charges, and yc leid up mony in my cofirs every yere, as ye 
knowc. And I wote well that the payment of my prestis and 
other charges that 1 have for Fastolffis Uvelode is not so gret 
as the livelode is, thow part therof be in trobill. And thanne 
consider that 1 had nought of my Hvelode for myn expenses at 
London this twol monyth day ; ye may vcrcly undirstand that 
it is not guided wittely nor discretly ," and therforc 1 pray yow 
herdy put alle your wittes to gcdir and see for the reformation 
of it. And ye may remembre be this how ye shuld do if this 
wer yowris alone, and so do now. 

And that ye woll remembir 1 have sent yow all many lettirs 
touchyng many maters, and also a biile now last by Pecok of 
crandis, dcsiryng yow to sec hem alle to gcdir and send mc an 
answcrc artidcHy ; and such as ye can not spcdc at this tymc^ 

' SoLiil] Towiif YarmDiidi, nhere (hm vras a hou&c of Ausdn Frtan. 
* Dr. John Braclcley, the Grey Friar. 
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I465 ]ctc hem be sped as soiic as ye may, that yc sc over mjr scyd 
J^**- '5 Icttirs oft tymcs til they be sped. 

Item, I rememblr that rayn hcygh at Hcylisdon the last 
ycre was spent and wasted fwll recklesJy and colored under my 
shep.^ I pray yow see that 1 be not servid soo this yerc. 

Item, Pecok told me of a fermour that wold ha^'e had 
Mautby Mcrshj paying xij- raarkis as it went afore ; aTid 
Richard Calle told mc of on [oh f] that wold pay more. Burgcys 
paiid me first xij. markis vjj. viij^/., and I had the reed and the 
rushis^and he found the shcphcrdis hyrc in shakkc tymc for my 
fold ; and sithen he briggcd awcy the shcphcrdis hyre and 
ihanne the nobill, and I trowe he occupyth ne lengcr hym self- 
And I remembir he told mc vij. yere goo that my merssh shuld 
alwey apcyr [^impair] till the prime were past tht nombre of 
xix., and thanne it shuld amend a ix, or x, ycrs, promittyng mc 
he wold thanne amend my fcrmc, 1 prayc yowe help to Icte it 
asvrcll as yc can* rather to hym thanne a nother maji if he woll 
do aswcll, and that ye comon with Pecok. 

Item, as for the mater that I wrote of to the viker and 
other goode felaws, desire hem that thei be not to excessive 
hasty in the mater for non nede, hut to do that the may do 
therin [goodly]^ and wittely as sone as thei may \ And as for 
the respite of the malcr here, Icte hem not care thcrforc, 1 
shall do well incugh, telle hem ; for ccrtcyn, the mater is in as 
good case as any such mater was this xx. wynter, as my counsell 
tellyth me ; but 1 will be sure of all weyea that I may have, and 
specially of the declaracion of the trought of my mater and of 
my frendis. 

Item, as for the mater athwyx the parson of Mautby, 
Constantine^ and the vikcr of Derham/ whcdir it were smalle 
mater or gret I care not, but I am sure that too witnessc which 
I knowe were apposed therin before a juge spiritually whech as 

1 Mcaniag, that the waAe wu attributed to hik ilieep» 

' Thii vord *goodJy^^ hu htea lined cut^ and « very ilirgibl* word icsErtcd 
ibovc it, 

■ Conttanijne Dalb^had b«en rector of Mautby fnirn 145310 1460, and appcan iIbo 
ta have held (he vicarage ot'Eut Dereham from 1^51 to 14-5B, He wat succeeded at 
Mautby by Thomas ttowet ftom 1460 Id 1465, and Ihcn by Kobert Cutler at Cotteler, 
who murt be the * pariOTi of Mautby ' woken of just before. 

< Robf rt Shenngham was vicar of East Dcrehiun ffom J4jS to 1467' 
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I suppose was Master Robert Popy or some other ; the vikcr 
of Derham can telle, and as I Crowe can John Wynter of 
Mautby, or othir parysshons telle, where the sute was athwyx 
hem, and I can think it was in the chapitcll ; if yc can eascly 
gcttc mc what the witncssc scid, I wold no more ; but do no 
grel cost over it. 

Item, recomaund me to Master Robert Popy, and telle 
hym, as for any thyng seJd ayens hym in my mater then myn 
adversaris ment omrewly, they proved nought but that he is a 
good man and a worshipfull and a trewc. 

Item, if 1 have any otis beside my stuFc, or may any 
bye aftir xiiij^,, spare not^ and take good mesurc of bartirre 
for some other chafers, and send me word hough moch ye 
may bye. 

Item, it is told me ye make no wood, nowther at Caster nor 
Maulby, wherof 1 merveyle ; remembir yow we muBt brcnnc 
wood a nodir yere. 

Item, I send yow a titclyng that I mad whill I was at home, 
what malt I had by estimacion set at the lest ; wherforc see that 
Brigge make a reknyng of his malt, and cast ye my book and 
loke what ye can amend it ; and apeyre [impair] it shall not if 
alle folkis have do trcwly ; but 1 suppose fewe of you have 
take any heed at it as moch as I ded. 

Itcm^ 1 may sclle here for vjj. viijd. a quarter dene fycd 
after Royston mesurc, whcch is fcssc thannc the water mesurc 
of London. Cambrigge shire malt is here at xj. Cast ye what 
I may scUc of new and old, savyng atutFe for myn hows. 
Item, to remember that Guton malt must be shipped at 
Blakeney. Item, Lynstedis malt at Wolcote may be shipped 
there ; therforc cast amongis yow what malt may best be 
sold. 

Item, if on [one] man may not attcndc to gader silver, 
sende a nother, and send me word what hath be reseyved and 
spent. 

Item, that I have an answer of alle my lettirs and of" every 
article in hem. 

Item, but if ye make such purvyauns that my prestis 
be paiid and pore men, beside other charges, and purvey 
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mony for me beside ; owther ye gadir shrewdly or ellis ye 
spend lewdly. 

Item, I sent a Icttir by RaufFGrcncakyr to James Gresham 
and Co yow, which he promised mc shuld be at Norwich on 
Wednesday aftir ThweJth day, and iherin wcr divers maters ; 
and in espedall of a mater that shuld be in comm urn cation on 
Teusday last past bethwyx Yelverton and Robert Wyngfe]d> 
as in the seid lettir is specifiid. It is so that the seid Robard 
shall be here within this ij. dayea ; if any thyng ye have aspied 
of it send mc word. item, yongc Kncvet tellith mc that 
he is my good frend, and he is come ridyjig homeward on 
Friday last was. I pray yow, ley wctche whedir ye here any 
thyng that he medillyth hym at that mater, and send me word ; 
for I wold understand whedir he wer just and trew or nought, 
and that do [i/u^^] it shall not Ugh in his power to hurt me. 
But take ye hcd and inquere and knowe other mennes purpos, 
and kepe your intent as dose as ye can ; and what some evir 
boost be mad, werk yc wisely and set not by it but send mc 
word what ye here- 

Item, Calle sendyth me word that Sir Thomas Howes is 
seke and not like to askape it, and Berney tellyth me the con- 
trary ; wherfore I pray yow take hed therat, and letc mc have 
knowleche, for though I be not behold to hym T wold not he 
were dcd for more thanne he is worth. 

Item, take the viker the biile that 1 send yow herwyth. 

Item, that ye, if ye can fynd the meane, to aspie what goodis 
Edmond Clere eschetith of any mannes.' 

Item, remember well to tak heed at your gatis on nyghtis 
and dayeSj for theves, for thci ride in divers conlrcs with gret 
felaship like lordis, and ride out of on [owf] shire in to a notncr. 
Wretyn at London^ the Tuisday next aftir Sent Hillary. 

Item, that Richard Callc bryng me up mony, so that my 
prestis [i,e. borrowings] be paiid, and that he come up suerly 
with other men and attornis, 

Endorjed in a laisr hand :^* Some ^peciall IcnrcG towching John Pahod'b 
trowb«]li and Bute for Fa&tclfa laodis by the Duke of Suffolk/ 

^ Edmund Clfre, ai appeora hy cvidrni^fi in ihe Rtcord Offic^e, iraK eichtaior oF 
NorfoJk and SuRolk from N'ovrmb^r 1464. to Ncvembtr i^&Sr 
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JOHN WYKES TO MARGARET PASTON ^ 

U)tlo my maystres^ Marwageret Pasiftn, he thys Usier 
dtiyuiryd in kast^ ^c. 

RYGHT wyrshypfuU maystres, I rccomaund me un to 
your godc mayatresahyp. Please it you to wytc that 
my maystcr your hosbond, my maystrcs yourc modcr, 
my maystcr Sir John, Mr. Wyllyam^ Mr. Clement^ and all 
thcr men, wcr in gode helth, whon thys letter was wryten, 
thankyd be Jesu, aiid also ther maters be in a gode wey, for 
my Lord Chaunseler ys ther syrgeler gode Lord in thys mater 
at thys tyme; and that it provyth^ for he was yesterday in the 
Eschckcr, and ther he had a forcn hym allc the Jugcs, all the 
Barons of the Eschcker, and all the Shurgents, and thcr argued 
wher that the Barons of the Escheker shold award any such 
Comyssyon or not, and uppon that the seyd Comyssyon shuli 
be broght uppon Fryday unto the Chaunsery^ and thcr to be 
provyd, wher it be lafuU or not, &c. 

Item, and yf it please it you to gyve Davency" knowlych 
that thcr ys jagemcnt gyven uppon the condempnadon a 
ycnst Hall/ that he ckymed for hya bond man, and the 
jugement ys gyven a yenst Daveney, Ric. Call, and Thomas 

1 [Fnnti Feon^iv. i3<;„] Tfa» Ictltrmuit br later thin chr yrjj 1^6^^ ai Sir Jabn 
PastDn dcKs nac appear tt> have been knighLcd m> carJy as February in thai yr-^. But 
as John Pislon, (he faihcr, was at Caisierand nut ac Londoii in the «tly pan of the 
year i4.fi|.. it cannot be that year. Neither can we flssigii it tn 14*^* the las: year of 
John Pa*ton'a life, as it appears by a letter writicti on the 1 7th Fcbniary in that war 
rbat although Jolin PaKion vi-as in Lordoii^ his hih Sir John ci^uld not have been ihere 
For iiome time before. We ate rlierefore fihtit up 10 ihc year 14^5 as the only potsibJe 
date foT ihi* letter- 

' So in Fenn^ but the name ought certainly to be Daobeney, pe^ap* &prlt 
Dabeney. 

* Robert HalJ. T fim[ That hr broughr an action in Trinity tetm, % Edward iv., 
against John D^ubrney of Norwich, gtmlemm, and Thomai Boon and Rithard Call 
rjf Nonvieh, yeomen, for having, in cfinjunetion with WiHipm Daiilvaey of Sbaiyng- 
ton, Norfolk, Etq-. unlawfully imprisoned birr aF Norn-ieh for three hoiin on the loih 
Fehniaiy, 39 Hen. vi. (1461), until he gave them a bond of ^£^100 for hit taniom, 
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Boo, and ther ys comeri owce proces for to take ther bodys 
thjrs sa:ne day, and if thay or any of them be taken thay shuU 
never gon outc of prison on to the tymc that they have satcs- 
*yed the party of viij" marc, and ther for lete them be ware. 
And the Holy Trinytc have you in Hys kypyng. Wrytcn at 
London, uppon Thursday next after the Purincacion of our 
Lady, &c. 

By your Servaunt, John Wyks. 



577 

WILLIAM WORCESTER TO 



»tA»crt jt 'rjLEASE your maistershyp to wete that aftyr recomenda- 
r*^ cion that I aendc Thomas More to mync ondc the 
parson* wyth ccrtcyn credence to hafc aunsuer uppon 
by hym for myn acquytatlle another day, yff onye thyng fallc 
sinistrely only yn theyr deffaut, as God defend^ not be my 
wille, for I hafe as feythfutle demesned me sech J rode to 
London thys terme, and hedertoo as anye maner creatur yn 
rcson coude de^yre me; and hafe demened me at Londor 
accordyng to the message sent me by the baylly of Drayton, 
and 1 veie but littdle that my godc willc ys allowed," I hafc 
also, seth I came to Norwtche, enformed hym whate proffyt 
eaac and avaylle I may help stand hem both yn my maister 
godes and yn hys lyvelode ; yff he or hys frendys set littlle by 
it, I may nat do wyth all. And the blessed Trinite be with 
yow, because ye wolle the wellfare off my maislcr, whoos soulc 
God hafc pytle on and bryng hym owtc of pcyn, as the wcU- 
ferc of the parties it meovyth me wiyte to yow the rathyr. I 
cnformyd yow for trouth, and as I wille prcfe, that I was the 

^ [From P^iion Mis., B-M.1 In this Ictlct rtTtrcncc js made 1o » ' tfstamruE * 
drawn up hy Sir John Fantoll' eight ycats prtviousl^'h This, howcvci, CMintrt be his 
iKBt will, lA that ffouLd can)' the date to a year after John Paston'n deaths who stem* 
10 be h«c ipokcn of a» living. The KtiJemcnt referred to h doubtltas the mtamnit- 
ory declaration of 14^57 niditEOned in No. 54.1. 

' Sir ThomaB Howei. 

^ i.r. Little cmJit ii given mc for my good will. 
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principall doer and cause that both Maister Paston and myne 1465 
oncle came fyrst yn the Testament viij. yecr goon, to a godc w*»c" 5* 

entcnt; and yF tricy wold wyrkc aycnst mc to minussh my 
power, thcyr disposkion woll be construed ferther than they 
wille it were, and they not so avaylled as they wecnc yn all 
thynges. The blessed Trinete be wyth yow, Wryt on 
Passyon Sonday, 

Your W. Wyrcestrk. 

Memorandum lo Thomas More that because yc myzt 
foryctc myne erand to Maistcr Bcrnay, I pray you rede 
hym my biUe, and that he willc take it to a godc entent; 
for how so cvjr I wryte I meene well, and so shatl. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON ^ 

To my rygfit worchepfuH ho^bond^ Jon Pasion^ 
be this lie/iveryd in hasL 

RIGHT worchepfull hosbond, 1 recomand me to yoiL jirta.8 
Please you to wet that I send you a copy of the deed 
that Jon Edmonds of Taveram sent to mc, be the 
mcnys of Dorlct. He told Dorlet that he had suche a deed 
as he supposyd, that wold don ease in prcvyng of the tytyllCut* 
that the Duk of Suffolk cleymythc in Drayton ; for the same ^"y^°"' 
deed chat he sent me, the scale of armys is lyke onto the copy 
that I send you, and noo thyng leke to the Dulc of Suffolks 
auncesters. 



' [Fitun FasLon mbs^,iB.M-] Tlic daima bid by chc Duke of SufTolk it* Drayton 
Hnd Tlfllfj>ilen occupy a pramincnt place in ihlf- tun capondcjice during ihe year 1465, 
and I do noi find them alluded to in any lEttcr of in earlier diite, McrEovcr, the 
pLircbau: by vinuc of wliich ihc Duke laid claim lo the latirr muittr, which i% 
repDJted brre as a secret, it mentioned again a a piece of newi in a Iciter uq- 
doubcedly writren ojt the loih May 14.S5- There can be little doubt therefore that 
thiR lerter 11 of the uune year. The apo&lyle, or ael of marginal notes ippepdcd, ia in 
the handwriting of John Pactan. 
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Bryihycvc, 

Bilker, 

Porter. 



Bnciuff]. 



Sirpi pro 
npan< 
«oae dr 



BjrgDjfif 

Mauttby. 



Item, the scyd Edmond scythe, yf he may fynd any othcr 
thyng that may do yow case in that mater he wollc do hys 
part thcrin. 

Item, Jon Russe sent me word that Barker and Hcrry 
Porter told hym in councdl that the Diik of Suffolk hathc 
bowght one BrytyefF ryghte, the wychc makythe a cleyme on 
to Hcylysdon, and the scyd Duke is proposyJ to enterc within 
shortc tymc after Estcrrc, for in so moche the seyd Russc fellc 
be the scyd Barber and Porter that all the fcffces wolle make a 
rclces on to the Duk and hclpc hym that they can in to her 
power, for to have hys good lorchep. 

Item, yf it please you, me thynkythe it war ryght nesses- 
sary that ye send word howe that ye wolle your old malce be 
purveyed for; for and any hote weder come afFter that it hathc 
leyne this wynCcr season, it shalJ be but lost but yf [fffl/If/j] it 
be sold be tymys, for as for the pryse \_pricff] here, it is sore 
falle. 1 have sold a C comb of malt that came fro Guton. to 
Jamys Golbeter, clenefyed, and strek met, and non inmct (?), 
for ijs, ijd., the comb, and to be payed at Mydsonier and 
Lammes. 

Item, ther be dyvers of your tenantrys at Mautcby that 
had gret ncd for to be rcparyd, at [? but] the tcnaunts be so 
por that they ar not a power to repare hem; whcrfor yf Ickc 
you, I wold that the marche that Bryge had myght be kept tn 
your owne hand this yer, that the tenaunts myght have ruschis 
to repare with her howsys. And also ther is wyn/all wod at the 
maner that is of noo gret valewe, that myght helpe hem with 
toward toward the rcparacion, yf it Ickc you to late hem have 
it that hathc most need thcrof. I have spoke with Borgcs 
that he shuld heyne [r^iwtf] the price of the mcrshe, or cUis 
I told hym that he shuld no lenger have it, for ye myght 
[have] * other fcrmors thento that wold gcve therfor as it 
was late befor, and yf he wold geve therfor as moche as 
another man wold, ye wold that he shuld have it befor any 
other man; and he acyd he shuld geve me answer be a fortc- 
nyght after Estcrnc. I can get non other fcrmor therto yet, 

ltcm> I understand be Jon Pampyng that ye wollc not that 

> Omitted In M&. 
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your sonc be tako in lo your hows, nor hoipe be you, tyllc 1465 
auche tymc of ycre as he was put owt therof, the wiche shall *'*'l ^ 
be abowght Scynt Thomas mcssc' For Gods sake, sir, a f^^j"^™" 
pety on hym; remcmbre yow it hathc bed a long season synMamUa 
he had owt of yow to helpc hym with, and he hathe obeyed ^"'™" 
hym to yow and wollc do at all tymis, and woUe do that he 
can or may to have your good faderood. And at the rever- 
ence of God be ye hys good fader, and have a faderly hcrt to 
hym ; and I hope he shall ever knowe hymselffthe better here 
after, and be the more ware to cxchcwc auchc thyngs as shuld 
dysplcasc you, and for to take hed at that ahuld please you. 
Pecoke shalle telle you be mothe of more thyngs than I may 
write to you at this tyme. The blyssyd Trinite have you in 
Hys kepyng. Wretyn at Caster in hast, the Monday next 
after Palme Sonday. Your M. P, 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON' 

7o my ryghi wyrshypfull kuiiand^ John Paston^ 
be tf^s dtlyveiyd in kast. 

RYGHT wyrshipful husbond, 1 rccomaundc me unto hay 3 
you. Pleasyd you to wyte that I have spokyn thys 
wyke with dyvcrs of yours tennaunts of Drayton and DrnxtoD 
put hem in comfort that all shalbc well hereafter by the grace J™"^^* 

I Thii migtii be the translation of St Thoina* <hp Martyr, 'jih July, or St, ptrter ij. 
Thomu AposTlfft Day, iiai December j but mflit probably it meani the day cf St. 
Tliamaa 3 ficckct, 2^tn DccembcT. 

* [From Faaton vm., B,MO ^olj- Rood Day, an ^hich (hit ktur !a datcd^ 
mmroooly means the [41b of September (feast of ific Exaltation of the Holy Cfos-i), 
Here I suipcct it is the ^rJ Ma^ {Invention ot" the Holy Cfob), ai ihe contcm% of 
the ietlet suit iliat date \a the /ear i+fij- It will be KCn (hal Margaret Paston daio 
from Caistrr* and propoua neit neck to be at Hctleedcn. Her ticxi letter^ dated the 
LOth May* is from Hellesdcn, and ihowg thaE she earned out the intetition here ex- 
prcMcd of sendLag men lo collcel money at Draytoo, and had Irft her eldest Hin at 
Caifiter to keep the place. There ie also a close agrecmtnt between that letter and 
thiSt in what ia said aboiic the demeanour uf the leoanti and Mr. Pbilip'a conduct. 
The apoftiylc of this letter* as of the pnrccfJjagi it m tlic hand of John Paiton, very 
\\\ vriinea^ aiid occaaJcnaUy aii]b!guou&. 



hilly. 



THE PASTON LETTERS 

r465 of God ; and I fyle well by hem that thej^wylbe ryghl glad 
«« 3 to have ayen there olde mayster, and so wold they all except 
j, or ij. that be fals shrcwys. And thys next wykc I purpose 
on Wensday or Thursday to be at Haylesdon, and to a byde 
thcr a wykc or ij., and send cure men aboutc to gederc money 
at Drayton and Haylcsdoa; and yf yc wyll I woU do kepc a 
cortc at Drayton or 1 com thens. 1 pray yow send me word 
how ye wyll that 1 doo there in, I recevyd ij. letters from 
you of Nicholl Tolman yesterday, werin ye desyre that we 
shuld purvey for your malte and barley ; and soo shall we 
doo as well as we cann^ and send you word howe that we may 
doo therewith in hast» 

Item, yesterday Master Phylyp^ tofce Dorlcts hors uppon 
Drayton lond as they went to the plowe for the hole ycre 
ferm ; and as it ys told me the tenaunts of Drayton tolde 
hym that he dyde hym wrong to make hym pay for the hole 
ycre, for non of the tenaunts had payd hym but for the di' 
[/j^^ yere and he say thohg they had not payd but for the di' 
ycre, Paston shuld pay for the other di' ycre, and for moo 
ycrs also yf he lyvyd. But I trow to gyte Dorkt aycn hya 
hors or els Mr. Phylyp ys iyke to be unhorssyd ons, and we 
!yve all. Your son" shall com hom to moryn, as I trowe, and 
as he demenyth hym hyr after 1 shall lete you hzve knowlych; 
J. R, wn- and I pray you thynk not in me that I wyll supportc hym ne 
favour hym in no Icwdnessc, for I wyl not. As I fynd hym 
hereafter, soo I wyll lete you have knowlych. I have put 
your cvydcns that com owte of the abbay* in a seek and 
enseylyd hem under Ric. Call ys seall that he shal not say 
Rotuli but they eryn as he left hem ; but as for the place where 

prioriic?) they cm kypt he hath no knowiych 

As for the gcntylwoman that ye wrote to me for yn 

youre Icttcrcj I there, 

yf it lykyd all folks as well as it shold doo mc^ I trow 

a bowtc yf her frends were as well a 

gryed therto, and as they parte, 

L Philip LipgDiF, tht Duke of Suffolk ^i bailiff, 
' Sir John Pitton. 
' 5// No. 561. 
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yf yc wyU that it be movyd of more hereafter I wyll 1+65 

wyll make a ncwc parson, at Dray- "^^ 3 

ton. Also It ys sayd that there^ 

by cause it hath stond so long voyd ; yet and any sh. . , . 
had lever ihat he com in by the Byshop then by a 

doo cherciii yf ye wyll send horn 

any prcscntacion sclyd wc shall a 

say to gyte som gode priste and settc hym , » . » 
. . . - Wryten in haste at Caster on Holy Rode Day &c. 

As doo therein as well as I cann. 

I have gyte a replevyn CC shypc^ 

and yf they may not be hadde aycn, then he graufntclh] 

We fynd hym rygHt godc in that Data 

we dcsyre of him for you, and therforc yf it lykc you 1 wold °^^^E^- , 



he were th 
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JOHN RUSSE TO JOHN PASTON' 

To the right worshypfuil sir^ my ri^ht honaurabyll 
maisfer^ John Paston^ at London. 

RIGHT worshipfull sir and my right honorabyll maiater, **** ^ 
I recomaund me to you in the most humble wise. 
And please yourc maistir ship to wctc that my ma'is- 
tressc hathe diverse tymes spokyn to me to hclpc to purvey a 
mcrchaunt for sum of yourc malt ; but in good fcyth 1 can 
gets no man that wyll geve at the most more than xxij*/. for a 
quarter, for soo men sells dayli at the mostc, and sumtyme 
xxd. a combe. My maistresse is right hevy therfofj but I can 
not remedy it j if ony good marchaunt were there, after my 
sympil conscyt it were good to take hym, for the ycer passith 
festc and the [fcldcs]* be right plcsaunt to wards, &c. Sir, at 

^ [From Pa^ton &i«»., B.M.] As this letter refers lo the Duke cf SufFoJk^ claim 
to the manor of Dmyian, ihc dale mj-it b? J4''5- The original us, la mLitiJitcd lo 
■orJic extent in boih majginv 

* Tbc top> of tbc Icttcn f, i, d riuhJc. 
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1465 the reverence of Jesu, laboure the meanys to have peas; for 

""* ^ be my irowth the contynwaunce [of this] trobill shall short the 

dayez of my maistresse, and it shall cause you to gret lossc. 

for scrteyn she is in gre[t hcvijnessc as i( appcrith at . . , 

II covertly she conscdcnth the gret 

decay of yourc lyflodc, the gret dctts that hange in detours 

hands and h [she 

speaket]h not thus to me, but I conceyfe this is cause of here 
gret hevynesse ; me semyth of ij, hurts the Icste is mos[t] 

well the dayii 

contyncwyng malcysc of yourc inscssiabyll cncmycSj how they 

contryvc and sclcc occaclons to Informydj 

more wyll doo every foot of grownd withinnc fewc dayez, and 

rather to geve it awey for nowghttha[n] it. 

Where as they manytymes have meovyd a trety and never it 
taketh to noo conclucion, and as they have seyd in yourc d 

Sir, after my sympyll conseyt It were well 

doon to agree to a trcty, and be that ye shuld knowc thcr 

dcsyre and the uttir the lond were 

dubyJl the valwc that it is. Worseatyr shcwyth hem presedcnts 
what every mancr cost at the fyrst bycng, and ther . - , 

rekne the bargeyne shuld avayle you foure 

tymes mor than it shall ; and in thys ihey be gretly biyndyd ; 
my majster the parson hathc , ... to rcllesse in scrtcyn 
londs whichc he rcfus[cth to] doo, but I conseyvc. and ye 
drawe not to a conclucion thys terms that he wyll be as redy 
to rcllesse . . , , men, truste ye thys for serteyn ; and 
soo he [told] me serteynly. He hathe be meovyd to revoke 
Maister Roberd Kenteand to take the avoket or proctor [that] 
Maister Yclwirton hathc. What it myght hurtyn if he soo 
dcdc I knowc not, but they have made gret labour to hym 
therfor. He gaf me a gret rcb[ukc] .... the bill 
that was put in ayens Elyae Davy and otheris^ to whichc I 
answeryd hym as me thowght and soo in mancr made my 
peas, &c, Maister , . , . was here and in presence of 
men of the most substance in Jeremuth he be havyd hym to 
you wards In full goodly termys^ soo God heipe , . , . 
and after my conseyt he wyll not be redy to relesse in ony of 
134 
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the londs. A man of hysc tcld me sccrctJy that Maistcr 
YelwyrCon and otheres blamyd hym and scyd • , , . to 
hym be cause he was so redy be hym self to agree to treCe and 
make hysc peas with yow, neyther he seyd to me to trete nor 
the contrary nor had but langwage to mc as he had to othyr. 
I askyd my inaister the parson if he undyrstod that Maistcr 
Yclwyrton yaf ony favour to my Lord of Suffolk in Drayton, 
and he seyd he aupposyd Maistcr Yclwyrton was not clcr of 
chat matcr^ but Maystcr Jenney was in nowyse pleasyd with 
all, &c. Sir, as for the wytncsse that were desyred to be redy 
whan nede requirirh in thys mater, R. Calle can averdse yourc 
maistirshyp. Sir, at the reverence of Jesu consedre how many 
yccrs it is past that my good lord and maistcr dcscasyd and 
how lytill ia doon for .... of the grctc substauncc 
that he hade it is hevy to rcmembrc ; ye sey the dcfaute is not 
in yow after your conseyt, but I can here no .... in 
that of youre openyon, for thys 1 knowe for serceyn and it had 
pleasyd you to have endyd be the meanys of trcty, ye had 
maf^dc] . peas to the grct well of the dede with the 

forthc part of the mony that hathc be spent, and as men scy 
only of very wylful[nessc of your] owyn person. For the 
mercy of God remembre the onstabyjncsse of thys wold hou 
it is not a menut space in comparyson to ever . . . - 
. _ . leve wylfullnesse whyche men sey ye occupye to 
excessifly. Blyssyd be God ye had a fayre day laste whichc 
is noysyd cost yow .... to iilj. lords, but a ncwc 
mater anewe cost and many smalc growc to a grct summc^ 
and summc mater on rccurabyil, formen seyd . , , • is 
lyk to stonden in a perplextif if ye take not a conclucion in 
haste, and if it were doo ic were hard to have recovery ; but 
as my [maister] the parson seyd, thys terme they wyll prove 
if ye wyll agree to trete, and if ye refuse they all wyll do the 
utttrmest, I conscyi'e well [your] maistirshyp hathe a conseyt 
that if a man of good will mcovc yow or rcmembrc you to 
trete, that that man, what soo ever he be, shuld be mcovyd be 
youre adversaryez to meove you in that mater, and soo in that 
it hertyth you gretly that they shuld seke to you for peas- 
Be my trowth, sir, there was nor is no man, savyng onys, as 
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i+Sj I teld you, Maistcr Jenney spake to me, that ever I kncwe wold 
sekc or fcythefully desyre to have peas with yow, savyng 
because of the cxspeiicc of the good so onprofitably in the 
lawcj and that is the prynsypal cause of meovyng of thcr 
peas, &c- 1 wold well God helpc me soo it grevyth me to 
here that ye stonde in no favour with jeiitylmen nor in ro 
gret awe with the comowns. Ye truste the jury of Suffolk ; 
rcmembre what promyse Daubeney hade of the jury and what 
it avaylid ; it is a dethe to m[e] to rcmembre in what prospcrite 
and in what degrc yc myght stonde in Norfollc and Suffolk 
and yc had peas and were in hcrts case, and what worshyp my 
maisCers your sonts and my maislrcsse yourc douters myght 
have be preferryd to if ye had be in reate. A day lost in idyll 
can never be rccoveryd, &c. Sir, 1 beseke youre maistershyp 
for yeve me that 1 wryte thus boldly and homly to you ; me 
thynkyrh my hert .... not be in ease but if I soo 
doo, for thcr was, nor never shal be, no mater that ever was 
300 ner myn hcrtc, that knowy[th God,J whom I beseke for 
Hcsc infenyt mercy preserve you and my maistressc and all 
youres from all adversyte and graunt yow . . , . herts 
desyre. Wrctyn at Jernemuthe the vjn day of may. 

Your conrynw[al bedesman] 
and scrvaunt, John [Russe]- 

MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON^ 

7'fl my maysUr^ John Pasion ths oldest be (hys delyvetyd. 

in hast. 
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YGHT wyrshypfuU husbond I recomaund me unto you. 
Pleysed you to wytc that on Wcnsday last passyd 
Dabeney, NaunCon, WyJtes and John Love werr at 
Drayton for to s|:ieke with your tenaunts ther to put hem lu 

* [From Paston msb., B.M.] The date of ih^ ktrer in r^nflerfri ctrrain hj rhe 
m^mJon of Thamii Hlli< ai having bc^n eltciM Miyar of Norwich. H« nu ed 
tletfed for rhf second lime m T4-65- He had been Mayor btforr in 1460-61, and woi 
again aflfrlhli in i4.74.-7j ; bur n»Eh»af thru latKr dUrs vvtll «uU thr nvhtr crnnTrnci 
of thU Irtttr. Like name athen cf rhii year, Ihii letter ia apotlytcd by John Puion. 
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comfort and fortoaske money of hem dso. And Pyrs Waryn, 14^5 
othcrwyse callyd Pyrs at Sloth, whych ys a flykcryng fclowe ^^\ "=* 
and a bcsy with Mr. Phylyp and the Bayly of Cosshay^ he had p^J' 
a plowc goyng in your lond in Drayton, and thcr your seyd Warin. 
servaunCs ac that tymc toke hys plowe ware, that ys to say ij. 
ntarys, and broght hem to Hcylysdon, and ther they be yet. 
And on the next mornyng after Mr. Phylyp and the Baylly of 
Cosshay com to Haylysdon with a grete nomber of pcpell, 
that ys to say viij."' men and mor in harnyssc, and thcr toke 
from the persons plowc Ij. hors, pria iiij. marc and ij. hors of 
Thomas Scermyns plowe, pris xIj., saying to hem that ther Diiit' 
was taken a playnt ayenst hem in the hunderd by the seyd ^* ""^3"^. 
Pyrs for takyng of the forseyd plowarre at Drayton, and bjt jc Htylit- 
they wold be bond to com to Drayton on Tewysday next Joa, 
comyng to awnswer to such maters as shalbe sayd to them 
thcr they shold not have thcr bests ayens ; whych they rcfusyd 
to do on to the tymc that they had an awnswer from you ; 
and so they led the bestes forth to Drayton, and from Drayton 
forth to Cosshay. And the same after none folwyng the 
parson of Haylesdon send hys man to Drayton with Stermyn 
for to spcke with Mr. Phylyp to know a way yf they shuld 
have ayen ther cattell or not ; and Master Phylyp awnsweryd 
them yf that they wold bryrg home thcr dcstresse ayen that 
was taken of Pyrs Waryn, that then he wold dylyver hem 
thcrs, or cla not ; and he letc hem playnly wytc that yf ye or ^*^- 
any of your servaunts toke any dystresse in Drayton that were 
but the valew of an hen, they wold com to Haylesdon and 
take ther the valew of an ox therefore, and yf they cannot 
take the valew the rof there, that then they wyll do breke your 
tcnaunts howsys in Haylesdon, and take as moch as they 
cowd fynd therein; and yf they be lettyd therof, wych shall 
never lye in your power for to do, for the Duck of Suffolk ys 
abyll to kepe dayly in hys hows more men then Dabeney hadde 
herys on hys hede, yf hym lyst ; and as for Dabeney he ys a 
Icwde feJowe, and so he shalbe scrvyd herafter, ard I wold he 
were here. And therfore yf ye take uppon you to lette them 
so for to do, that then they wold goo in to any lyfiode that yc 
had in Norfolk or Suffolk, and to take a deatrcase in lykewyssc 
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14^5 ^* they wold do at Haylysdon. And other awnswerr cowdc 
«** '^ they non gytc, and so they dcpartyd. Ric, Callc axid the 
parson and Stcrmjn y{ they wold lake an accyon for ther 
Actio catell, and the parson^ seyd he was agyd and syklow, and he 
trciorisct wold not be trobclyd herafter; he sayd he had lever lose hys 
^"°7°- catcll, for he wyst well yf he dyde so he shold be endytyd, and 
so vexid with hem that he shold never have rest by hem- As 
for Stermyn^ he sayd at that tyme he durst not take no aute 
ayenst hem nothcr; but after that Ric. was rydyn, 1 spake 
with hym, and he sayd he wold be rulyd as ye wold have hym, 
and I fond hym ryghC herty and wcl dysposyd in that mater ; 
and he is bownde to you an obligacyon of xii, sengyll with 
outen condycyon that he shall abyde by such accyons as shalbe 
takyn by your advyse in hys name ; wherfore I ha^'e send you 
a tytclyng thcrof in a byl! closyd hcrin. I axyd Thomas Grync 
avysc when they had take the dystrcssc hyrc, and he avysyd 
me that herre dcstresse shold be delyvcryd a yen to them so 
that we myzt have ayen ours ; and me thoght it was non 
awnswer after myn entent, and wold not therof but axyd avyse 
of Skypwith what hym thoght that were best to doo there in, 
and most wyrshypfull. He seyd by hys avyse that I shold 
send to you in al the hast that 1 cowde, and that yc shuld 
fyndc a mene thcrfore above> by the avysc of youre lernyd 
counscU to have a wryttc from above for to dclyver yt of lesse 
then the undershyrff werre other wysse dysposyd to you then 
we fynde hym, for it symyth that he ys made of the other 
party. And as for the replevyn for the CC. shype ys not yet 
RepWin. servyd. Skypwyth thynkyth that ye myzt have a wrytte both 
for the shypc and the destressc now taken at Haylysdon, 1 
pray you that ye wyll send word in hast how [ye] woll that 
we doo in thys maters* Skypwith went with me to the Byshop 
of Norwych, and I lyte hym have knowlych of the ryotous 
and evyll dysposicyon of Master Phylyp, desyryng hys Lord- 
Epwcopui shyp that he wold see a mene tha[t] a correccyon myzt be 

* Thomaw Hen, ptrhapi a relalion of ihc Bisliop of Norwich, w*s nreflfntcd to iht 
rectory of H« Ik sden by Sir John Faseolf in i^i^ but how long tie htia it is uDCfnain, 
u the \'\K of rectors is very dcfecdre, and tli? next mme rhac appean on it is George 
Gardiner in if??- 
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haddc, tr» as moch as he was chef Justic of the Peas and hys 
ordynare, and inasmoch as he was a prest^ and under hys 
correccyon that he shold have understondyng of hys dysposi- 
cyon ; and I made Dabeney to tell hym all the mater howt it 
was; and he seyd he wold send for hym and speke with hym. 
And he told me of dyvers thyngs of the dcmcnyng of hym, 
whcrby I undcrstodc he lykyd not by hys dysposicyon nor 
dcmenyng in thys mater nor in no nothyr ; for it symyd he 
had provyd hym what he ys in other maters. My lord seyd 
to me that he wold ryght fayn that ye had a gode concljsyon 
in your maters, and seyd by hys trouth, that he ought you 
ryght gode wyll, and wold ryght fayn that ye wer com home, 
and seyd to me that it sholS be a grctc comfort to your 
frends and neghbors, and that your prcscns shold do more 
amongs hem. than a C. of your men shold do in your absens. 
and more, your enmys wold ferr to do ayens you yf ye myght 
be at home, and steryng amonges hem, and seyd full playnly 
in meny other thyngs it wer to long to wryte at thys tyme, as 
Skypwith shall tell you when he comyzt to you. 1 pray you 
thanke Skypwith of hys gode wyll, for he was ryght well 
wyllyd to go with mc and ycve me hys avysc> mc thynkyth he 
ys ryzt well wyliyd to you. 

Item, I pray you send hastely word how that ye wyll that 
we be gydyd with thys place, for as it ys told me, it ys 
lyke to stond in as grete jupardy in hast as othere don. On 
Thursday al day there were kept in Draton loggc in to Ix- 
pcrsons, and yet as it ys told mc, thcr be within dayly and 
nyztly in to a xvj. or xx, persons. 

Item, it ys told me that Thomas Elys of Norwych, whych 
nowe ys chosyn Mayer, seyd at Drayton that yf my Lord of 
Suffolk nede a C. men he wold purvey hym therof, and yf any 
men of the town wold go to Paston he wold do lay hem faste 
in prison, I wold youre men mygh have a supersedias^ owtc 
of the chaunccre^ and be owtc of the danger of thcr men here ; 
and I pray you let not Wyll Naunton be foryete therin. Ric» 
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^ Plkilip Lcpcyatc wu pmcDtcJ to the rectcKy of Salle in Norfolk, Id 14^0, by 
T\iom^A BrFwsF, £»{.» aficnvdrd» fiiher^iu'lavi' of John Pasiun, ihe youagnc. 
' i.t, PericLilum Hcyleidim. ^ 5u Jn ha. 
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1465 Calle and other can tcU you of hj^ dcmcnyng ; and I pray you 
that yc be not dysplcsya for his abydyng with me, for in godc 
fcth he hath ben a grcte comfort to me syn yc departyd hens, 
as I wyll letc you wytc hereafter. 1 pray you yf hys brother 
com to you for a rclesse of hys londc, lette him non have on 
to the tyme that ye see hys faderes wyll, the wbych I wotc 
wher it ys, and that it Uke you to desyre hym to be gode 
brother to him. 

Item, I have left John Fasten the older stt Caster, to kype 
the place there^ as Ric> can tell you \ for I had lever, and it 
pleasyd you, to be captensse here then at Caster ; yet 1 was 
nothyng purposyd to abyde here when [I] come from home 
but for a day or ij., but I shall abyde here tyll I here tydynga 
from you. 

Item, it ys told me that the Duck of Suffolk hath boght 
or shal by in hast the ryzt that on Bryghtylhed hath in 
Haylesdon, &c. 

Item, as for the evydens that Watkyn Shypdam hadd, he 
delivered to hys wyffe a box enselyd with hys owyn seall by 
hys lyfFe for to be delyveryd to you, whych box she delyveryd 
to Ric, Call under the same seall after hys dessesse. Ric, can 
tell you of the gydyng of the cofere with other bolts that were 
at Shypdams, And as for all your other cvydcns yc thcr uot 
fccr as for the syzt of hem, for thcr hath nor shall no mail sen 
hem tyll ye com horn. I can not fynd that yc send to me fore 
to have oute of the rolle. 

Item, I here no word of Colte of New Castell, nor of no 
nothcr from you that shold have your malte, but I have spoken 
to the Viker, John Rus and Robert Botelcr, to help for to sell 
your milte, and as we can do therein^ we shall send you word. 
The Proves: of Cambrygge ys com into thys contry and 
Dabeney shall receve of hym that longyth to you on Monday 
or Tewysday, and he shall have hys delyveryd accordyng to 
your wrytyng. 

Item, my moder told me that she thynkyth ryght strange 
that she may not have the profects of Clyrc ys place in peasabyll 
wy5c for you, she scyt it ys hers and she hath payd most ther- 

1 Thii word » left hlvtk. by Paston. 
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fore yet, and she sayth she wyU have the profccts therof, or 1465 
€lls she wyll make more folk to speke thcrof. She seyth she "*^ '^ 
knowyC not what ryght ne titell that ye have therin but yf ye 
luste to trobell with herre, and that shold be no wyrshep to 
you ; and she sayth she wylbc thcr thys somer and rcpayre the 
housyng ther. in godc fcyth I hyrc moch langage of" the 
demenyng betwene you and hcrrc. 1 wold ryght fayn, and so 
wold many moo of youre frendcs, that it were otherwyse 
bytwene you then it ys» and yf it were I hop>e ye shold have 
the betcr spyde in all other maters^ I pray God be your gode 
spydc in all your maters, and yef yow grace to have a godc 
conclusyon of hem in haste for thys ysto wyry alyffc to a nydc 
for you and all yourc, Wrytcn in haste at Haylysdon the x. 
day of May. 

The cause that I send to you this hastely ys to have an 
awnswer in haste from you. 

Your M, P. 



MARGARET PA5TON TO JOHN PASTON^ 

T'o my yyghi ivyrshjpfuU maysur^ John Paston the oldest^ be 
this delyveryd in haste. 

IRECOMAUND mc, &c. 
Yf it picasyd you» I wold ryght fayn that John Jenney may 13 
werre pucte oute of the Comyssyon of the Peas^ and that 
my brother Wyll. Lumner wer set yn hys stede, for mc 
thynkyth it wer ryght ncccsscrc that thcr were such a man 

1 [Fiom Fcnn, IT. 164.] Tb?iv can be little doubt thit letter wu ivrillen m tbe 
year 1465, ^hen Margaret was iroubJ^El by Mr- Philip Lipfpic and the Duke of 
5jlT'alk> bailJlTof Coaiey. El may be observed alio thai Margaret here daLci rroin 
Hdkgdvar ojicL Epealta oFliaving been recently at Ciiater- Compare Nob. 579 and 5S1. 
Further, the trnme of John Jcnnev ia found on the Cominiaiion of the Pem;c for Nor- 
folk, dated the lat Apnl 14^5 (Patent, 5 Edrfiid iv., p, i, m, jij, but it ii not oit 
the commiulon luued on the 10th Fcbruaiy following (i^,,mH 17) \ BolhaC JoKn Pitton 
Item) 10 have acted on his wife's sug^stion and been lucccufjl in gcCting him 
removed, 
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i4*Ss m that county that ogbt you godc wyll^and I knowc vcrdy he 
»<AT ij owyth you ryght gode wyll ; he was with me at Caster but 
late. Yf" ther be made any labour for Doccour Alyn to be 
Justice of the Peas, I pray you for Gods sake let it be lettyd yf 
yc may^ for he wyll take to moch upon hym yf he werr. I 
wold not that he wcr rcmembyrd of your parte hut yf [unkss] 
he be spokyn of of other parts : he ys ryght grctc with Master 
Phylyp Lypzatc and the Baylyf of Coshay. 

Yf it please yow to wyte that Wyks dyde a reste one Wyll. 
Dylmyn of Norwych, as Pampyng can enforme you of, for 
serCyn harnys wych he delyveryd hym at New Castell for to 
cary to Yarmoth by walcr, and ther to dclyvcr it to hym aycn ; 
whych harnys he kypt styll, and may not be delyveryd ; and 
now ther ys com down an habeas corpus for hym, and most 
appyr at the Comyn Place [Common Phas^ on Fryday next 
comyng. Wherfor yf it pleased you that ther myght be taken 
an accyon in Wylcs name of trespas under such forme as ther 
may be a capias a wardyd a yenst hys comyng ; for after that 
he was arcstyd he dyde Daubcncy to be arcstyd for mayntcn- 
yng ; and as for the harnys Wyks delyveryd it to hym the x. 
day of Janitar, the ij, yer of Kyng E/ in Pylgryme strctc, at 
New Castell : Inprimis, a peyr brygandyrs, a salct^ a borespcr, 
abawe, xviij- arwys, ij. payr ^okont^^ [shoulder pieces\3^ standard 
of mayle, a payr slyvys of plate, to the valew of v. marc. And 
at the rcverens of God, slowch not your maters nowc, and make 
any end of hem, other purvey you to make hym or to marrc 
hem in haste, for thys ys to orybyll a caste and Irobcll that yc 
have and have had, for to endur afiy wh^le* and it ys gretc 
hevenys to your frends and wclwyllcrs^ and grcte joy and com- 
fort to your ennemyes. My Lord of Norwych seyd to me 
that he wold noth abyde the sorow and trobell that ye have 
abyden, to wyn all Sir John Fastotf ys gode. And God be 
your impede in all yor maters. Wrytcn at Haylesdon the xiij_ 
day of May. 

1 thynk ryght long to hyr tydyngs tyll I have tydyngs 
from you. Your M. P< 

^ KM^ r+&l- ThU was at the timp itic King wat in the nonh, when Alnwick 
CutiF Eurrcndfrcd io him. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON^ 

To my ryghf wyrshypfiili husiond, Ji>hn Paston^ by Fhys 
defyver^d'] in hass, 

PLEASE it you to wyte that on Satourday last your 
aervaunts Naurton, Wyks, and other, wcr at Drayton, 
add thcr tokc a dystresse for the rert and ferm that 
was to pay, to the nomber of Ikxvij, nctc, and so broght them 
horn to Hayilesdon, and put them in the Pynfold, and so kept 
hem styll ther from the seyd SaCour day mornyng un to 
Monday,- at iij, at clok at after non, Fyrst on the same Satour 
day the tenants folwyd uppon, and desyryd to have ther catell 
aycn ; and I awunsweryd hem, yf they wold do pay such dewts 
as they oght for to pay to you, that then they shold have thcr 
catcU dclyveryd aycn ; or els yf they wcr not a f>owcr to pay 
rcdy money, that then they to fynd suftycyant suerty to pay 
the money at such a day as they mygh agrye with me> and 
therto to be bonden to you by obligacyon ; and that they seyd 
they durst not for to take uppon hem for to be bonden, and as 
for money they had non for to pay at that tyme, and thcrfor I 
kept styllc the bestySn 

HaHcston was at Norwych, and send for the tenants the 
seyd Satour day at after non, and thcr, by the menys of the 
Bayllyf of Coshay, put the tenants in such iter^ sayng that yf 
they wold pay such dewts, or els for to be bonden to pay, that 
then they wold put hem owce of such londs as they huld bondly 
of the Lordshyp, and so to dystrayn hem and trobell hem, that 
they shuJd be wcry of ther part ; and that put hem [in] such 
feer that they drust nothcr pay nor be bonden. 

And on the same day at evyn-song time Harleston com to 

' [From Fcnn, ir, 200,] A comparimn of ihia letter with No. 581 will leare no 
doubt (hat they were both written in ihe lame yew, 
> ThU w» the day the lecLcf wu wrJLtcn. 



1465 
WAV 10 



a 



THE PASTON LETTERS 

I465 me to Haylesdon, desyryng me that 1 wold delyvcr a yen 
HAY io the seyd dyslresse ; and as for such dystressys as they had 
taken here of your tenants shold be delyveryd a yen in lyke 
forme \ and I scyd I wold not delyver hem soo, and I cold 
hem that I wold delyvcr hem as ys wryten a fore and other 
wyse not, and other wysc I wold not delyvcr hem but by the 
form of lawc. And other comynycacyon was had by twcne us 
at that tyme of dyvcrs maters whych wer to long to wryte at 
thys tyme, but ye shall have knowlych therof in haac. 

And on Monday next after at ix. at clok ther com Pynche- 
mor to Haylesdon with a replcvyn/ whych was made in 
Harlcston ys name as Undcrstcwerd of the Duchc [D«fAj], ^^M 
sayng thai the bests were taken uppon the Duchc Fee, whcrfor ^H 
he desyryd me to mak hym Icvery of the seyd bests so taken ; 
and I seyd 1 wold not delyver hem on to the tyme that I had 
examenyd the tenants of the trough [truth]. And so I send 
thcder Wyks with Pynchemor to undcrstond what they wold 
say ; and the tenants seyd that ther was taken non uppon the 
Duchc at ther knowlych, save ojJy Pyrs Warryn the yongcr- 
Aiid Payntcr scyd that ther catcll was taken uppon the Duchc, 
whych they connot prove by non record, save only by ther 
awyn sayng ; and so we wold not a bey that replevyn, and so 
they departyd. And at iij. at clock at after non Pynchemor 
come to Haylysdon a yen with ij. men, whych broghc with hem 
a replevyn from the Shyryffj whos namys be John Whythcrley 
and Robert Ranson, whych rcquyryd mc by the same replevyn 
to make them dclyvery of the scyd bestya taken at Drayton ; 
and so I, syyng the ShyryiFs replevyn and under hys scale, bade 
my men delyver hem, and soo they wer delyveryd. 

And as for all other maters that ye have wretyn to [me] of, 
I wyll spedc mc to send you a awnswcr as hastely as I may, for 

I may no leysor have to wryte no more to you thys tyme. The 
blyssyd Trynyte have you m His kcpyng. Wrytcn at Haylcs- 
don, the XX. day of May. 

By yours, M. P. 

^ This !fi a Will fox rCililulion nf catiU thai have brcn diatramed OJ impounded, 

II was commonly graiilCil by the ihctilT or tccun'ty ]xlng given that the piity wojid 
biing ihe matttT (o an iksvic at law. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON » 

To my ryghi wyrskypfull husband, John Pasion, 

bff thys delyveryd in haste, 

YGHT wyrshypfull husbondcj I rccomaundc mc to you, 146$ 
Please It you to wytc that I have send to Master *"* *7 
John Smyth and to Master Stephyn to have a vyse 
for the church of Drayton ; and they send me word that ther 
moste be had a comyssion from the Byshop to calls in the 
person Fiowredew/and that most be ptoclaymyd in the church 
of Drayton iij. tymcs by a Deen,'* and after that yff he appyre 
not with in vj, monthys after the fyrst proclamacion, thai then 
he for to be dcpryvyd, and the patron to present whom he 
iuste, and ells your presentacyon ys not sufficyant. And 1 
have so purveyd that a comyssyon ys hadde, and shal be servyd 
as haste ly as it may be. 

As for John Rysyng, I have sent to hym to wytc the cause 
that he ys not broght up to London, and he sayth that he 
callyd uppon the ShyrfF that he myght be had up for [to] com 
to hys awnswer, and the Shyrff told hym that he wold not 
bryng hym up at hys owyn coste ; and John Andrea seyd that 
he wold not have hym up, and so he ys styll in prison at 
Ipswych ; and so shall he be but yf ye canne fynde the beter 
mene for to have hym oute, I have sent to hym xiii** iiij'*- to 
help hym sylf ther with ; he payth for hys borde wykely xx**' 
And Hopton and Smyth be ther styll allso, and they have 
money ynogh, whcr som ever that they have it, Rysyng 

^ [P'rom Fcnn, Iv, 401S-] What is said here about tbc (cnanCi of Hellcsden Lind 
Dnyton, and about Masur Philip Lipyur,lciv» no doubt that this ietler^u vrriiccn 
in 14.65' Ie conCiins, morrovcr^ a difrCincF reference fo Letter ^£2. 

' John Flowcrdcw VTBB innlltuled to ihc Rectory of Dragon on the isth of March 
r4&i, on the prescntMlon of John Pasiou, Esq,, juid Thomas Hciwcs» CJtrlc. — F. 

^ Thia means the Rurnl Dean, who hud a disttict of «D churchei m the countiy, 
wherein he cxerciied a juKulictioii of ^rcAt ^dvantitgc to ecclfuuti^ diKiplm^, snd 
Ibe wntcnccs of superior EccleaUsticd Coiiri* were 10 be cifccuted by him, — F. 
VOL. IV. — K. 145 
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1465 dymcth thai they have cotifort of the other party ; and I send 
«*r 17 you a copy of the warant that they wer a restyd by^ &c. 

I spake not with my moder syn Rychard CaJlc broght me 
the letter from you tochyng her mater, for I myght have no 
Icsor. While I spckc with her at Icysurc I wylJ remember her 
in that mater, acordyng to your wrytyng. And as for your 
tenants of Drayton, as I cannc undcrstond by hem, they be 
ryght gode and trev7 hertyd to you to ther powers, and fuD 
fayn wold that ye had it a yen in peasse, for they had as leffe 
al most be tenants to the Devell as to the Duke, except Wyll. 
Hcrnc, Pers at Sloth, and on Knott of the same townc, for 
they be not godc. 

All your tenants at Haylesdon and Drayton, except thcs 
iij,, be ryght glad that we err ther a mongs hem, and so 
be many other of ojr olde nebcrs and frends ; and but yf 
[unlfss] ye com horn by Wensday or Thursday' in Wytson 
wyke, I purpose me to ssee you in secrete wyse by Trynyte 
Sonday,- but yf [^unUss] ye send to me contrary comaunde- 
ment er that tymc ; and 1 pray you send me yeur avysc how 
ye wyll that we doo a ycnst the next ahyr, whych shulbc the 
Monday next after Trynyte Sonday, as for callyng uppon the 
replevyn that the bests of Drayton wcr delyveryd by. 

Item, Richard Calle Cold me that ye desyryd to have 
Master Phylyp ys name, and hys name ys Phylyp Lypzcate, 
and I send you a letter* by Hcnre Wylton ys man, whcrin I 
wrote Master Phylyp ys name ; and in the same letter I wrote to 
you for Wyll. Lumnor. 1 pray you send me word yf ye have 
it. And the Blysshyd Trynyte have you in Hys kypyng. 
Wryten the Monday next after Assencyon Day,* 

By yours, M, P. 



1 5th or 6th of Jun*, 
> No. 5S1. 



' 5th of Jun*. 



146 



EDWARD IV 



585 

MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN P ASTON > 

7*0 my fyghi wyrshypfiiil hushojid, John Paston^ 
be tfi^i Ufter Jelyveryd, 

RYGHT wyrshypfiill husband, I rccomaunde mc unto 1465 
you. Please it you to wyte that I rcccvyd letters iu*e h 
from 70U on Wensday laste paasyd^ the were wryten 
the Monday iiext before, wherof I thanlce you of the letter 
that ye send to me. I wolde fayn doo well yf I cowdc, and as 
1 cannc I wol doo to youre pleasure and profct ; and in such 
thyngs as I cannot skylc of, I wyll take a vyse of such as 
I know that be yourc frcndes and doo as well as I cannc. 
Whcr as yc wrote to me that Lydham told you that I told 
hym that the Ducks men wcrrc not so besy as they had be 
by fore, no more thay were not at that tyme, but sytherf thay 
have be bysyer. What confort that thay have I canne not 
have no knowlych as yet, but I suppose and all your felshyp 
were gode, thay shold not have so gretc confort as they have, 
or ells they wold not be so besy as thay have be. Gretc host 
thay make that the Duck shold have Drayton in peas, and 
after thys Haylesdon, and that with in short tyme ; thay cr 
moch the bolder, I suppose, by cause that ye be wher as yc be. 
At the reverens of God, yf ye may by any wyrshypfull or 
resonabell mene, com oute therof as sone as ye may and come 
home amonges your Trends and tennaunts^ and that shold be 
to hem the grettyst confort that thay myzt have and the 
contrary to your cnmys. 

It ys sayd here that the Duck of Suffolk shall com to 
Coshay in haste and logge iher for a season ; I fyle well by * 
your tenaunts that yf ye were peaseabyly possessyd and your 
cort holden in peaseabyll wyse, and that they myzt be in pease 

' fProm PaaiOQ uaa.] Tbis letter, in which it is uitidpatcd that the Duke of 
SuiTolt will obtain poursfilgn, finl pf Diayion, adcI ihcn ox Hcllcsdcn, is evidently 
a little Uter ip date llian Nla 57B Uid 5Si« aod can GtAy be of Ehe yen 1465^ 
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146; a yenst the other many, than they wold take accyons a yenste 
jUMi 1 1 hem for such wrongs as have be don to hem, and ells they say* 
that they thernot \_i^ar£ no/] take it uppon hem, for they dwelle 
so ncy to the other many that thay knowc well thay shold 
never be in case yf thay dydc soo whyle that thay dele amongs 
hem. On Thursday last John Doket> the bayly ys son y lawc, 
and Thomas Ponte, with other^ erly in the mornyng, an owre 
by fore the sonne rose, com to your fold, and drove away the 
flock at Drayton, both Colyet and other, in to Coshay fee^ or 
ever that the shipherd myght have knowlych therof and then 
he fowlyd one and desyryd to have hem a yen, and thay wold 
not suffer hym to have them no more but the Colyet and ther 
were c, and j, of yours and tho had thay forth with hem Co 
Coshay, and the same day we had a replevyn for the cc. shype 
and replevyn for the hors that wer taken at Haylesdon, and 
how that thay were obbeyd Ric. Calle shall enforme you, and 
of other malers also, the whych 1 may not wryte to you of at 
thys tymc. 

Item, I have spoke with [John] Strange of the mater that 
ye wrote to me of, and in gode feyth I^ fynd hym, as me 
symyth, ryght well disposyd to you wards ; and he hath» 
acordyng to your desyrc, spoken with Yclvercon yesterday to 
fyle his dysposicion in that mater, and Yelverton, as it symyth 
by hym, roght not gretely thogh the mater brake, so that he 
myght have any resonabell colour to brckc, he ys so callyd 
uppon by Wayte and other of the Duck of Suffolk ys counsel! 
that he ote [woi^ not where to hold hym, and he ys put in so gret 
confort, as I am enformyd, to receve money for the lond, and 
that tcmptyth hym ryght sore ; for with money he wold fayn 
be in handclyng, as ye know he hath ncde therof. He told 
John Straungc that it ys informyd hym that ye have up an 
cnquest to depreve ther wytnesse and thcr with ys he sore 

movyd that yf any thyngs be don 

in temporall maters other in spyryt[uall] 

maters tochyng executors or feofieys or wyttnes cyll the day of 

trcty be passyd/he wyLl not abyde no trety 

thcrin, but do as thynkyth best 

' The Ml. hu 'in ^ mauad of 'V rtideai^ bymlBUiEv. 
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for to do therein. 1 told John Straunge that I kn[cw] • , 1465 

thogh ic weresoo that shold passe any such J""" '' 

cnquest it shol n of chem 

in provyng of her trothys, the whych shold be no hurt 

for John Straunge dcsyryd mc that I shuld 

send to you in al haste that any 

such folks that thay shoJd not doo in the mater till the day of 

may have kjiowlych howe he and 

other wold doo in such maters as sh 

he wold be loth that he shold have any colour to breke for any 

thyng and Yelverton sayth it shall 

not brekc thorf his dcfaure yf ye wyll n[oc] 

, . be ryght glad to have your godc wyll and to goo thorgh 

in all maner mate[r3] cschewyng of 

wastfull cxpens of the dedc ys godes and that the godes myzt 
be dyspendyd to the welle of the dede, Straunge desyryd to 
knowe what appoyntements he desyryth to have in the trcly, 
and he sayd he wold not let that be understond tyll the tyme 
of tretycam. Mc symyth, save your betcr avyse, it were wel 
do that thay that be com up for you myzt be kypt in som 
secryte place and not do [rtaughf t^oriff i'l in the mater tyll the 
tyme of the trety were passyd. The cost there of shall not be 
grctc to that it myzt hurte yf the trety were broken by that 
meane and then ye may have hem nyer ; and y{ ye thynk it be 
to doo ye may have hem Co go to ther mater after the seyd 
tyme, for of ij- hurtcs the grcttyst ya best to be eschcwyd. 

Item, as for yourc houshold at Caster, aavyng your beter 
avyse> me thynkyth that v, or vk of your folkes, such as ye 
wyll assyngne, were [enough to?J* kype the place, and they for 
to go to bord with the prusces, and ye not to kype no houshold 
ther yet ; and that ye shall fynd more profettabyll than for to 
doo as we do nogh ; for ther cxpens, as I understond, have not 
be moch the lesse by fore Wytsontydc than it shold be thogh 
I had be at home by cause of resortyng of pepell theder ; and 
yf the houshold were broke thay myzt have a gode excuse in 
that, whosome ever come. Ric. Call shall cnformc you of 
thys maters, and mo other, more playnly than I may do wryte 

^ Piper decayed. 
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T465 at thys tyme. It is necessary chat possessyon be kypt hyre 
jvwi n yctt tyll yc be more ferther forth in other maters. The 
Blessyd Trynyte have you [in] Hys Icypyng, and send you 
godc spydc in all your maters, and send you grace to have 
a godc conclusyon in hem in haste. Wrytcn on the Tcwysday 
nex before Corpus Christi. 

By your faynt houswyff at thys tyme, 
M. P, 
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JOHN PASTON THE YOUNGEST TO HIS FATHERS 

RYTH reverent and worchepfuU fadyr, I recomand me on 
to j'ow, bcschyng yow lowly of your hlyssyng, Plcsit 
yow to have knowlage how that 1 have he in Sowthe- 
folk for syche materys as my cosyn Dawbcney took my modyr 
a byll of, towchyng the materys be twyx yow and Jenney. 
And of all the jentylmen that ye wold my modyr schold 
send to for thys mater cher ar no more at home bor John 
Alyngton i and 1 schewyd hym the byll of the namys of the 
Inqwcst and knew no more of hem ail bot thcs, John Dcpden, 
Thomas Wodbornc, John Donemowc, Hcrry Chestcn, and 
Adam Wrene. And to all them Alyngton sent a man of hys 
for to fele hem how they wcr dysposyd. Thys was the answer 
of John Depden and Thomas Wodborne, they sayd the last 
tyme they wer at London iche of ther costys stood hem on 
xj., and they scyd they wold no mor come at London bot if' 
they knew who schod pay for ther costis ; but me thowt by 
Alyngtonys man that they wold have had a brybc of yow be 
^d the paying for ther costys for to have bedyn at home, 
for they have non othyr levyng but brybys. As for John 
Donemow and Herry Chesten, so that ther issuys may be 
payd they wyll not come ther ; nor in trowthe" they schol) not 

^ [Add. MS. 3+,KS5, f. 190-] Thifc Ipttfi refers la the dispute with Jrnney in 
i^.64--Si *n<l weiTiB to btkrag to the [alter year. 

I ^But IF^' the eld funiliar eipmEion for 'unlesi,^ occun in thii letter with 
peculiir frsquency. 
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cr>mc thcr. Whcr for Alyngton prayith yow that thcr iasiiys 
may be pajad. Adam Wrcne was not spoke Co, for he is 
Jcnneys baly or hys fcrmour. As for the quest they ar not 
yet somoned to aperj ard but if* they be somonyd ther scholl 
non of hem all aper. The most part of the todyr dwell 
a bowt Ippyswyche and they be Debnamys tenauntys and 
Brcwsys, and I knowd get no mar lo spck with hem but \P 
I schold have spok with hem my sclvc ; and my spckyng 
with hem schold rather apcryd [kavc impaired] the mater than 
a mendyd it. And also I hyid me the faster home a geyn, for 
I lay at my cosyn Lovcdays on Corpus Christi Day at nyth ; 
and he cold me that the Duches of Sofokys consell wold entrc 
in to Calcot Hall, and they wold kep it tyll the Duches knew 
who schold be her tcnaunt, owthyr yc or Dehnamn Thus told 
one of the men of the scyd cownccU toLovcday; whyche man 
schold ryd thedyr with hem. And thys schold be do as to 
morow at aftyr non ; hot 1 trow they wole but tak a distrci 
for the servys of the maner, whych is dwe; but I have sent 
word to Rysyng and to the tenaunlis that they schold dryve a 
wey ther catell. And as for the maner^ my brodyr and I 
scholl kepc it so that they schall not en^r as that dayc, by the 
grasc of God, nor aftyr nowthyr and [j.f- if] wc may knowc 
of it, but if^ yc send us othyr wys word. As for the namyd 
that ye wold have for to pase upon the mater betwyx yow and 
Hogan, I spok to Alyngton and Loveday therof, and Love- 
day scyd he knew non that wold pas up on ony inquest for 
hym, for he mcdylyd with no syche men ; and Alyngton scyd 
that he kowd assyne mc none men for sertcyn, not tyll he had 
spok with somc» whyche he seyd wold askc gret leyaer, for he 
knew bot fcwe in Sofolk; if it had be in Cambrygge schyre he 
kowd have get you j now. My modyr spak with old Banyard 
of Sibton Abbey for the same mater, and he knew none that 
wold pase upon the mater at his desyer, but he asygnyd dyvcrs 
men that love not Jcncy^ whyche he kowd thynk wold pase 
upon it at yowr dcsycr if yc spok with hem your selvc ; or at 
the lest tchc of hem kowd get yow ij. or iij, men that wold 
sey as they wold in cas yc spok with hem your selve, whoys 



1465 

JUNE 1^ 



' Sec footDofr 1 on precedJDg page. 
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1465 namys I send you in a byU by Loveday, Item, ^ for the 
JDWH IS gape at Nakton Rychard Callc scyth rhat it was a thorn buschc 
was leyd in with owt a stake betwyx ij- thornys that grew ; and 
as for Jcncys nctcs, thcr was not one lost her calfe that I can 
inquer of. And 1 pray God farther yow in all youyr matcrys 
to Hy^ plesana and to youcr hertys desyir. Wrctyn in hast at 
Hallyaworthc the Saterday next aftyr Trinite Sonday. 

My cosyn Hevenyngham is at London, and he kowd 
asygnc you men that wold say as he wold mor than Syr John 
Wyngfcld, Alyngton^ and all, — Your sonc and lowly servajit^ 

John Paston the Yongest. 
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RICHARD CALLE TO SIR JOHN PASTON^ 

^0 my ryght reverent and worschippfull master^ 
SirJchn PasfcK, Knyght. 

PLESITH it your gode masterschip to wete that as for the 
cxamynacion of Master Robert Popy, his examinacion 
was wreten in a longe bille of parchemyn accordyng to 
the dcposicion in the Spintuall Coortc. And Master Robert 
come into the Chauncery, and was swornc that all that was 
wreten in the scide bille was trewe, and so dclyverd the same 
bille to the Mastre of the Rolles ; and he bare it forthe with 
hym in his handc^ for it was delyverd hym at the rlsyng of the 
Coorte. Touncsende was by and 1 bothe, &c. And as for 
deJyveryng of money to Dawbeney, I do that I may do, and 
more thennc 1 may wcele doo, for I have put my sclfe in grct 
daungcr for that 1 have borwyd, &c. Aimyghty God spcdc 
you in all your maters, &c, Wrctcn the Saterday next after 
Corpus Christi Daye. Your servaunt R- C- 

' [From Pa«on mss., B.M.] Thl» Jctier (wms to hav* reftfrsncf to tht depo«i- 
cicmK lourhing Sir Jahn FmIoIPi will ir ths luir brought by Sir William Yflverton 
and William Worcfstcr againil John Pattoii and Thomai How«. Robert Popy 
Mcmi lo have brfn Ksamincd in (he spring ot 1464 (j« No. 565) j but the iuil wn* 
■till going on in 1465, and in ikttet of Marprct Paslon'i, of tlic a4lh June following, 
Richard Q^{\t \% menticnrd ai havJng recently l«fr her and ^ne U> her hiubiod in 
London, 
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JOHN RYSYNG TO JOHN PASTON ^ 

Ontc my tyght reverent and worchipfuU maUur^ John Paiton^ 
Esquyer, be shh letter deiyvtred, 

RYGHT reverent and worchipfull sir, I rccomende me 
onto your good maisterchip in the moste lowly wise 
that \ can or may, Ictyng your masterchippe under* 
sConde howe that John Smyth, of Frcton, and John Hopton, 
of Freton, and 1 were attached and led onto Gippcswich, and 
there putte into the Kyngcs pryson by cawse of the fyn which 
was sessed upon the forsaid John Smyth, John Hopton, and 
me, as your maistcrchippe knowUh welL And as for John 
Smyth and John Hopton, they had labored the meancs onto 
Master Jcnncy, that they were dcly vered owt of pryson or than 
the massenger come ageyn to theym which they sent onto yow ; 
and I remayne stUlc in pryson, and 1 can not knowc but that 
they labour the meanes to make me to paye the money for 
theym. And so I can not se non other meane but that I shall 
ly stille in pryson, and been ondo for ever withoute your good 
masterchippe shewed to me at this tyme ; for as I am enformed 
that Jenney hath promyscd theym thai 1 shall paye the fync 
for theym, and also allc the costea that haith be spent thcr upon, 
and shall be spent, for thei say that I am sufficient to here the 
hole daunger. And my keper yafe me licence to goon home, 
and thei had hevyed the peple that dwelle ther, and ihat gretlyj 
and said playnly how that ye myght not becre the dawnger a 
geyns Jenney for your self; therfor the seiden that ye myght 
not hclpc them owt of dawnger when thattc yc myght not 
helpe your self, Wherfor 1 pray your masterchippe to letc me 
have word in as hasty tyme as ye may, to knowe whether that 
1 shall abyde her stylle or not, and if I myght do yow any 

^ [Prom Ptuiou m5>-, B-M.] Th? impriBCHiiiicnt cif John Rysing ia referred to in 
MargBTft Pftdton'n lettri- of ihe i7Ch Mb^ 14.65 (No, jB^L abd Ln mother of ihe 14th 
June followiEg (No. 590 J, There can be no doubt (hJa lelier 11 of the ^amc year. 
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1465 good at London, I pray your mastershippc that yc will scndc 
juwEiB for j^c, and I will come up to yow. And if thcr be non other 
remedy but that the money most nedys be paid, 1 pray your 
masterchippe that yc will make such purveyaunce thcrfor that 
it may be to myn delyverauncc at the reverence of God^ and 
in the weye of charite as myn hole trusce is in your master- 
chippe, for I can not seke to no man, nor will not but only to 
yow. Wherfor I pray yow that ye will tenderly understond 
this letter, as I may pray for yow onto God, who have yow in 
His fccpyng, Wrctyn at Gippcswich the xvJij. day of June. 

These ar the names of theym that have parte of my catell^ 
Gilbert Nicoll, of Sprowton. William Merssh and John Woode 
of Gippcswich, bocher. 

By your man and fcithfiill servant, 

John Rysyno. 

589 

ABSTRACT * 

JV¥t. Hxatninntionfl lalcm at tIif httase of the iruiurcr of 3t. Paul's Cathniial^ 

London, of the following wiTnesaeB in the miEier Sir John Faitoiri wWi, vix- : 
— of Thomw Torald and Robert Lawc on the iSth ; of WiJllam WaEerraanon 
the iQih ; of John Oabcrn and John Hcydoa on the 20lh i of WiUlaia Pykcryagt 
John Sjirnnyi Atid John Sbaw« on Uie 2iBt day* of June 146;. 



MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON * 

Tc my ryghs wyrshipfull husbana^ John Pas/cjtj 

bf thys delyveryd in hast. 

jWHi 14 "TJ YGHT wyrshypfull hosbond, I recomaund me to you. 

j^ Please it j'ou to wytc that the same Wensday that Ric- 

Call departed hens I send Ric. Charlys to spckc with 

the undcrshryf, requyryng hym that he ahold serve the replcvyn 

' rFiam MB, Phillippfl, 9309-] 

' [Prtjm Futon }AAy, B.M-] Aa ihii letter nfcn to Puton's dUputn with tbt 
Duke of Sulfolk and hia afRccrit the date muit be 1465. 
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for the shypc and hors that were take, &c. ; and the shryf sayd 
playnly that he wol not, nor derst not serve it, not thogh I 
wold yeve hym kx li. to serve it. And Ric, ChaHys axhyd the 
cause why, and he sayd, for he wold not have to doo with that 
felshyp, and so it ya yet unservyd. T supyose that Ric. Calle 
hath told you what rcvcll thcr was by the Bayllyf of Coshay 
and hia felaw uppon your men that shold have servyd the 
replevyn. 

Item, the same Wensday that Ric- Call rode from hcn3 the 
were indytyd v, of men by the enquest of Fourhoo hunder, as 
Crome can cnformc you, and on Fryday last paste John Paston, 
the yonger, Wykes and Thomas Honcwcrth were endytyd at 
Dyram, by what itienys the berour herof Cromc shall [cn]forme 
you, I send thcdcr Ric. Charlys, John Scvc, and iij. or itij. 
other godc fclows, for to have don other folks as godc atornc ; 
but it wold not be, for the Juge ys soo parcyall with the other 
party that I trowe ther shalbe sped no maters before hym for 
you, nor for non of yours tyl it be othcrwyse by twene you 
than it ys. Crome shall tell you of hys demenyng at the last 
aessyons at Dyrham. I send you a copy of both the cndytc- 
mctit5. Your son John Paston the yongcr, I hope shal be with 
you thys wyke and enformc you of mo thyngys, and howe myn 
hors and hys sadell and harnys ys prysoner at Coshaye Halle 
and have ben ever syn Wensday last. 

Item, I recevyd a letter from you on Saiorday last, whych 
was wryten on Monday next before and I have sent to Sir 
Thomas Howys the same day for such maters as yc wrote to 
me of» and he sent me word that Wyilyam Worccter had a 
bokc of rcmembraunce of recaytys that hath be recevyd by Sir 
John Fastolf or any of hys sythen the iilj.'^- yerc Kyng Harry^ 
both of hys owyn lyflode or of any other mannys that he had to 
doo wyth all. He sayd, yf ye wold send to Wylh Worceter to 
lokc thcrforc he sayd he wyst well he wold Icte you have 
knowlych yf any such thyng may be founde, and also he sayd 
that he wold send to the seyd Wyll. to scrchc iherfore, and as 
for such bokys as he hath hyre at horn he wol doo loke y^ any 
rcmembraunce canne be founde therof, and ye shall have know- 
lych ther ofj as he hath promysyd, by Satourday next comyng- 
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1465 And as for the woman that made the claymc that ye wrote of 
juNi 24 he ys wellwyllyd that she shold be seyn to in the way of almys. 
And as 1 here say, it symyth hy hym that in any thyng that he 
cannc doo tochyng the savacyon of the dedya gode,^ other in 
lyflodc, other in other godys, he sayth that he wyll doo. I 
canne not have no knowlych that Haydon mellyth in the mater 
of Drayton ; yi he do oght thcrin, he doyth Jt closely, as he ys 
wont to doo, and wayshyth hys hondys ther of as Pylate dydc. 
It shalnot be long to or that I send to yow ; of such tythyngcs 
as wc have I shall lete you have knowlych ther of I fynd 
Crome ryght welwyllyng to you in such tliyng)'s as lyth in 
hym for to do, I pray you lete hym be thankynd therfor, and 
that shall cause hym to be the berer wylled ; he hath not be 
rewardyd as yet but by Ric, Call, as he canne tell you. The 
Blyssyd Trynyte have you in His kepyng and send you gode 
spyde in all your maters. Wrytcn In hast on Mydsomer day. 
As for Rysyng, but yf [iifl/^jj] ye purvey for hym he cannc 
no helpc have at home. 

By yours, M. P. 



59' 

[JOHN PASTON] TO MARGARET PASTON 
AND OTHERS* 

^0 my cosyn Margrei Tdstoti and to John 
Dawiexfy and Rkhard Calk. 

junia? "^ RECOMANDE me to yow, and have received a letter 
from yow and a nothcr for Richard Calle be John 
Colman, and . . be Roos ; and I have received of 

Colman the plate and mony acording Richard Callis letteris. 

Item, I con yow thonk ye send me word the prise of corn. 



I 



' Lr., the dtad man's goodB. 

' [Add. M5, 14.889, f- 9,] This letiff, which is in the handwriting of John 
Piiton, rpfcrs lo ihc procctdingB of tht Date of Suffolk ro enfortc hii claim to Dnjr- 
lun and HcUcsdim, and was clearly pmttcn in ih? ^ummfr of 1465 on Thanday btfor* 
St. Pricr'fe Dzy, i^. before ihc feaal of 55. Prter and Paul (i^tli Jun^J, 
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Item, as for yowr sone,' I Ictc yow wete ! wold he dede wel, 146J 

but I understand in hym no disposicion of policy, ne of gover- J^** '7 
nans as man of the werle owt to do, but only levith and ever 
hath as man disolut with owt any provision, nc that he besiith 
hym nothingc to understand swhech matcrls as a man of lyve- 
lodc must ncdis undcrstond ; ne I understond nothing of what 
disposicion he porposith to be» but only I kan thynk he wold 
dwell ayeyn in yowr hows and myn, and ther etc and drinke 
and slepe.^ Therfor I lete yow wete, I wold know hym or he 
know myn enfent, and how wcl he hath ocupiid his tym now 
he hath had Icyscr. Every pore man that hath hrowt up his 
chyldcr to the age of xij. yer waytyCh than to be holp and 
profited be hes chyldcr, and every gcntilman that hath discrccion 
waytith that his ken and servantis that levith be hym and at 
his coste ahuld help hym forthward. As for yowr sone, ye 
knowe well he never stode yow ne me in profitc, ese or help, 
to valew of on grotc, savyiig at Calkot Hall whanc [he*] and 
hes brothir kcptid on day ayeyns Dcbcnham, and yet was it at 
iii. [times ^] the coste that that ever Debenham sones put hym 
to. For be her police [by their policy] they kepe Cotton at my 
cost and with the * profitis of the same. Wherfor geff hem no 
favor tyle ye feel what he is and will be. 

Item, Calle sendith me word that Master Phylip^ hat entrid 
in Drayton in my Lord of Suffolk's name, and hal odir purpose 
to entre in Hcylisdon, and he askith my avysc ; whcch is 
that ye confort my tenantis and help hem til I com horn, 
and lete hem wet I shall not lesc it, and that the Dowk of 
Suffolk that last diid wold have bouth it of Fastolff, and, for 
he mygth not have it so, he claymyd the maner, seying it was 
on Polis [one Pole's], and, for his name was Poole, he claymcd 
to be cyr. He was ansueryed that he com nothing of that 
stok, and how somevcr" wcr kyn to the Polis that owth' it it 



1 Sir John PaHon. 

' A later hand hai here writteTi in the margin : ' Hie poitn hiit Sir John Putoa 
■Riior, milei,' But ihx foitto ti wrongr 

1 These vvcrdq omitted in MS. * /h^ reputed is wt. 

' Philip Lipgate, ihe Duke of Suftolk^ bailiff, 

■ 'How tomevsr' for * ^hoMmever,' or "whoever-' 

' ■ Owt h ' for ' aught/ t.4, owned . 
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1465 hurt not, for it was laufully bowth and sold, and he never 
jt/rt 27 Icleymid it after. Itenij I am in purpose to tak assise agcyrse 
hem at this tyme, and elles I wold have sent thedir streyt be a 
letter of attorney to cntrc in my name ; never the Ics ye be 
a gcntilwoman, and it is worshcp for you to confort yowr 
tcnnauntis^ wherfor I wold ye myth ryd to HcylJsdon and 
Drayton and Sparham, and tari at Drayton and speke with 
hem, and byd hem hold with thcr old master til I com, and 
that ye have sent me word but late, wherforc ye may have 
none answer yet, and informe hem as I ha (jjc) wrelc to ye 
within ; and sey ouptnly it is a shame chat any man shtdd set 
anny lord on so ontrwc a mater, and special! a preatc ; and 
lete hem weCe, as sone as I am com horn 1 shall see hem. 
Item, that as for distreyn for rent of fcrm, thow the Dewk had 
tytill, as he hath not, he may non ask til the next rem day 
afrer his entre, that is Michelmes, and seye that ye will be paiid 
everi peni and askcn hem it. And make mech of mro of 
Cossey, becawsc they wer owr welwillers when we wcr neyboris 
ther; and lete hem wetc that the begyningis of shech mater 
had never worchip nor profite of mc, nc shall, and desyr god 
will of yowr neyboris, &c-, and suyn all othir menes that ye 
kan to plese the pepili. And lete yowr tenaunts wete chat the 
Dewlcc may never be lawe compel hem to torn from me ; and 
do all so well as ye can, and if any cntj-r be made in Heylisdon 
shuiF him owt and set sum man to kepc the place, if ncd be, 
not withstandyng it longith not to the manere. Item, I wold 
fayn have sum man to be bayle of Heyhsdon and Drayton, &c>, 
that myth go amongis the tenauntis. And elles 1 wold han 
Richard Chyllins (?) to go amond [y, among?] hem tyl I com 
hom and also Richard Calle whan home. Irem, he sent me 
word that the tcijauntis of Drayton wold not come to the 
Dcwkis cort and that they will be stcfast to me and kepc hem 
straunge and froward from the Dewkis cowncell ; all this 
mater shall turne to a jape and not hurt hem ; ner, and if ye be 
wavering it shall hurt hem. Item, I let yow wete this is do to 
cause me to loose my labor ayens hym for Dedham, which I wil 
not for it. God kcpe yow, Wret the Thursday befor Sent 
Pctrcs day. 
1J8 



i 



EDWARD IV 

Item, tel Richard Callc to have wittcnscs rcdy. 
this miter apirituall befor Estcrn. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO SIR JOHN PASTON* 

IGRETE yow wclc, Ictyng yow wetyn that 1 am informyd /vLr6 (?| 
for ccrteyn the Due of Suffolk reysyth gretc pcpyl bothe 
in NorfFolk and Suffolk to comyn doune with hym to 
putte us to a rebeuc and thei may ; querfor I wold in ony wyse 
that ze make yow as strong as ze can wyth inne [in r^e] place, 
for I and other moo suppose that zyff they fynd zow not here 
they wyl scke yow there zc am. I wold John Pastor the 
zongcr schuld rydc azyn to my Lady of Norffblk and be wyth 
hyr atylle tyl we haff other tydyngs, and thcr may he do sum 
good, after that he heryth tydyngs^ in goyng forth to hys 
fedyr or in to sum other place quere we may hafe remedy ; for 
yt [is] told mc that there ar come to Cossay onward more than 
ij, hundred, and ther ys comyng, as yt ys scyd, more than a 
thowsand. 1 wold that zc scndc hydcr Lytyl John that I 
mygth sende hym abowtc on myn errandys, Scndc mc wordc 
how that zc doo by summc of the tcnantea that be not 
knowyn. 

Item, byd Richard Calle send me word in a bylle, of how 
many materys that he hath sent myn husband an anawere of, 
the quych he scrdt hom in divers letters for to be sped here 
and of the fcrmours of TychwcUc. 

Itcmj zyf Sir Jamys Gloys may come to Norwych to Adam 
Taylours how I wold he come on Munday bytymys^ and 1 
schal sende to hym thyder. God kepe yow alle. Wretyn in 
hast on Saryrday. By your Modyh. 

> [From Patron mss., B,MJ Thi« Letter h not aildreucd on the back, nar Is the 
handwri:ing ihut of Mirgartt Paston, bui from the subscriplion ir would ipptar to 
have been wrilrfn by her to nrc of her kom i and m JohT* Pasfon the younger il 
RientJaned in the body of the lelLcr, (he perwn addreued wu cvldentiy h'n cJder 
broiher. The lecler lecmf lo hivr been vriUTen nbortly before the Duke of Sujfolk't 
■etempT on Helle&dtii mentioned in the am Na., probably an iht SaFurdpf pre- 
ced'tng il. 
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1465 If my Lord of Norffblk wold come, he schuldc make all 

juiTT 10 wccle, for they fccre hym above al] thyngs, for it is noyccd 

here that my Lord of Norffolk hathc taken partyc in thcs 

mater, and all the cuntrc is cladde of it> scyng that if he come 

they wooll hooly go with hym- 

And me sencthe it were wele don to meve my Lord in it, 
though ye schuld geve hym the profyghts of Heylesdon and 
Drayton for the kepyng, and som money be side; for ye must 
ackc som other remedy than ye do, or ell[cs] in my conscytc 
it schuU go to the Divcll, and be distroycd, and that in ryght 
schort tyme. And thcrforc at the reverence of God take som 
appoyntement with Master Yclvcrton, suche as ye thynke 
schuld most hurt 

I beseche you to pardon me of my writyng, for i have 
pitte to se the trybulacion that my mastres hathe here, and all 
your frcnds, &c. 

Almyghty Jcsu preserve and kcpe you, Wrctcn the 
Wednesday next Seint Thomas Dayc. 

Your pore servaunt and bedman, 

Ric. Calle, 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON 1 

T'o my right worsehipfuU husbcnd^ John Passon^ in hast. 

juLT II T^ YGHT worshypful husbond, I recomaund me to yow, 
r^ preyeng you hertyly that ye wyl sekc a meen that 
yowr servauntys may be m pees, for they be dayly in 
fer of thcr ]yvy3. The Duke Suffblks men thrctyn dayly 
Dawbcncy, Wykys, and Richard Callc, that wher so ever they 
may gete them they schold dye ; and afirayes have ben made 
on Rychard Calle this weke, so that he was in gret jupperle 
at Norwych among them ; and gret affrayes have ben made 
uppon me and my felashep her on Monday last passyd, of 

^ [Fmiu Fcniit iv, 218-] It is ncfJlc^f to paliii out ihit ihiif lrt:er must hirr 
been written in ttic umc year as the lut. 
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whych Rychard Calle tcllyth mc chat he hath sent yow word 1465 
of in wryghtyng, mor plcynly than I may doo at thys tymc, J^'t^ '* 
but 1 shal informc yow mor plcj'nly hcraftyr. 

I suppose thcr shal be grct labor agcyn yow and yowr 
servaunts at the Assysis and Ccscions her; whcrfor mc 
semyth, savyng your better advycc, it wer wele do that ye 
shold spcke wich the Justicys or they com her; and yf ye 
wol that 1 complcyii to tficm or to any other, if Good 
fortune mc lyfe and hclch, I wol do as yc advysc mc to do, 
for in good fcyth 1 have ben symply intrctid among them; 
and what with syknessc, and troblc that I have had, 1 am 
browte ryght lowe and weykc, but to my power I wyl do as I 
can or may in your maters. 

The Duk of Suffolk and both the Duchessys shal com to 
Claxton thys day, as I an informyd, and thys next wckc he 
shal be at Cosscy; whether he wol com fcrthcr hyddyr ward 
or not, 1 wot not yit. It U seyd that he schoJd com hyddyr, 
and yet hys men seyd her on Monday that he deymyd no 
tytyl to thys place; they seyd ther comyng was but to take 
out such ryotus peple as was her within thys place, and suche 
as wer the Kyngys felonys, and indytyd and outlawyd men. 
Ncverthc Icssc they wold schcw no warauntys wherby to take 
non such, thow thcr had suche her; 1 suppose if they myght 
have com in pesably, they wold have made an other cause of 
ther comyng. 

Whan aJle was doo and they schoJde departe, Harlyston 
and other desyryd me that I schold com and se myn olde 
Lady, znd sewe to my Lorde, and if any thyng wer amysse 
it schold be amcndyd. I said if 1 scholdc sewe for any 
remcdyc, that I scholdc sewe ferther, and Ictc the Kyngc 
and alle the Lordys of thys lond to have knowlech what * 
hathe be don to us, if so wer that the Deuk wolde meynten 
that hathe be don to us by hys servauntys, if ye wolde gevc 
mc leve. 

I pray yow sende me worde if ye wyl that I make any 
compleynC to the Duke or the Duchcssc ; for as it is toldc 
mc, they know not the pleynesse thai hathe ben don in such 
thyngys as hathe ben don in her [lAeir'] namys. 
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I schold wrygh: muche mor to yow but for lak of Icyscr> 
I comaundyd my Mayster Tom thys day to have com 
agcyn by mc from Norwych, when he had spokyn with 
Rychard CaJlc, but he cam not. 1 wolde he wcr qwytc of 
hys indytmcnts, so that he wcr qwytc of yowr scrvycc ; for 
by my trowthe> I holde the pkce the mor ongracyous that he 
is in, for hys dysposycioti in dyvcrce thyngys, the whych yc 
schal be informed of her after. 

The Trynytc have yow in kepyng- Wrctyn the Fryday 
next after Scynt Thomas, 

By yowr, M. P. 
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JOHN PASTON TO MARGARET PASTON" 
To my c&syn^ Margaret Passon. 

1RECUMMAND me to yow, I thank of yow of yowr 
labour and besynes with the unruly felechcp that cam 
befor yow on Monday last past, wherof I herd report 
be John Hobbis. And in god feyth ye aquyt yow rygth wel 
and discretly and hertyly to yowr wurchep and myn, and to 
the shame of your adversarijs^ and I am wel content that yc 
avowid that yc kept possession at Drayton and so wold doo. 
Wherfor I pray yow, make yowr word god if ye may, and at 
the lest, let myn adversarijs not have it in pecs if ye may. 
Jon Hobbys tellith me that ye be seeldy. whcch me lekith not 
to here ; praying yow hartyly chat ye take what may do yowr 
ccse and spar not, and in ^i\y wysc take no thowth no to 
moch labor for thes maters, nc set it not so to yowr hcrt that 
yc fare the wcrs for it. And as for the mater, so they over- 
come yow not with fors ne hosting, i shall have the mancr 
sewrlyer to me and myn, than the Dewk shall have Cossey, 
dowt ye not. And in cas I come not home within thre wekis, 

' [From Pasion wss., B.M.] As this Icitcr U dateij on a Sirurday^ incl tdcra ro 
the Duke of SuifoLlc's aitcmpi on Hcllriden as having been made on rhf Monday 
prrcnliQg, there ran Iv no diEfiruLiy in fixing the pTPci^F diTF^ both of day :ind year^ 
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I pray you com to mc, and Wykcs hath promisid to kcpc the 
plasc in yowr absens. Nevcrthelea whan ye come set it in 
aeche rewle as ye seme best and most sjer, bothe for Cascre 
and Heylisdon if the werr hold. In cas ye have pees send me 
word. 

As for that it is desyrid I shuld show my tytill and evydens 
to the Dcwk, me thynkyth he had cvyll cownccU to cntrc ic 
opon mc, trusting 1 shuld shew hym evydcns. And [if] yc 
seme it may do yow god or eese, lete my Lord of Norwich 
wet that the maner of Drayton was a marchants of London 
callid Jon Heylisdon longc cr any of the PoJis that the scyd 
Dewk comyth of wcr borne to any lond in Norfolk or Suffolk ; 
and if they wcr at that tyme born to no lond, how may the 
seyd Dcwk klaym Drayton be that pedegrc ? As for the 
scyd John Heylisdon* he was a por man born, and from hym 
the seyd maner dcsscnded to Alice his dowtyr, hos estat I have, 
and 1 soppose the scyd Dewk comyth not of hem. 

Item, as for the pedegre of the seyd Dewk, he is sone to 
William Pool, Dewk of Suffolk, sone to Mychell Pool, Erl of 
Suffolk, sone to Mychel Pool, the furst Erl of Suffolk of the 
Polis, mad be King Richard scth my fader was born ; and the 
acyd furst Mychell was sone to on William Pool of Hull, 
whcch was a wurchepfull man grow be fortwne of the werld. 
And he was furst a marchant, and after a knygch, and after 
he was mad baneret ; and if any of thees hadde the maner of 
Drayton 1 will los Cii. so that any persone for the Dewk will 
be bond in as moch to prove the contrary ; and I wot wcci 
the seyd Dewkis Cowncell wil not claym the seyd maner be 
the tyriil of the fader of the scyd William Pool. And what 
the fader of the seyd William was, as be the pedegre mad in 
the seyd last Dewkis fadirs daijs I know rygt weell ; wherof 
I informyd Herry Boteler to tell my old Lady of Suffolk, 
becawsc he is of her cowncell ; and more will I not tell in thcs 
mater, but if [wn/fjj] I be desyrid or compellid. 

Item, let my Lord of Norwich wete that it is not profitabc 
ner the comen well of gentilmen that any jentilman ahuld be 
compellid be an entre of a lord to shew his evidens or tytill 
to his lond, ner I wil not begine chat example ne thralldam of 
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T465 gentilmen ner of other ; it is god a lord take sad cowncell, or 
jifLY 13 he begyne anj^ sech mater. 

And as for the PooU that owth Drayton, if ther wcr C. of 
hem tevyng, as ther is non, yet have they no tytill to the seyd 
mancr. God kcpe yow. Wrct the Satirday, &c. 

Yowr Jon Paston. 

1 pray yow be as mery with yowr fclachcp as ye kan. 

Item, 1 send horn writt and prasens for yowr servaunis and 
myn, 

ICcnij I may self you woll for xl;^. the ston, redi mony, as 
Arblastcr can tell yow. and malt for iiijj, the quarter at days 
xxj, for XX. delivered of Ycrmouth mcsur. If yc faylc mony 
ye most make it of yowr wole or malt. 

I send you horn writts of replevin for the shep and the 
horses that wer take, and avise yow lete the writiis be delivered 
be fore my Lord of Norwich, and god rekord ; and if ye may 
make men with fore to take rhe catell agey[n] be waran of 
rcplevyn, spar not rather than faylc> 

On ihc back of the letter ia the following mfmoraniinnt in Ji dilTercnl 
hand : — 

Md. there leftc behynde of Hcylcadon foldc of mj m*&lrc schcpc xlj, modmchrp. 
Item oF litnbes xxnilLj. Item of taj miLstro xV}. modfrtchcp. Item of her luubei Kij. 



MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON ^ 

[juLT?] "ry IGHT worchepful hosbond, I recommand me to yow, 

r% and pray yow hertely at the reverence of God that 

yc be of good comfort, and trost veryly be the grasc 

of God that yc shall overcome your encmys and your trobclows 

maters ryght wcUc, yf ye wollc be of good comfort, and not 

take your maters to hcvely that ye apcyr not your self, and 

1 [From Pasion uss,, B.M.] Margaret Faitoo, as will be scea by lubwqutnt 
IcElen, was ia London with her huaband In September t,^6$. Thi* Letter aeemt 
to hare been wrilieri not Jong before^ vhen she £nr entertained the thoiigtkt of going 
thither. 
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thynk vcryly that ye be strong tnowe for allc your encmys be 1465 
the grace of God. My moder is your good moder, and takyth [iut-irf] 
your maters ryght hcrtely. And zif yc thynnk that I may do 
good in your maters yf I come up to you, after I have know- 
lage of your entent it shall not be longc or 1 be with you be 
the grace of God . And as for any othyr thyngs of shargc that 
be in this contre, 1 hope 1 shall so ordeyn therfore that it shall 
be safe. I have dclyveryd your older sonre xx. mark that I 
have received of Ric. Callc, and I kowd no more of hym syn 
yc dcpartyd. [And I send yow another bagc of mony that 
was in your square cofyr.^] And I pray God hcrtely send us 
good tydyngs of yow, and send the victory of your encmys. 
Wretyn in hast on Saterday. Your M, P, 

Item, I lake your sonne of your faders code mony, that 
was in the lytyll trussyng cofyr x. mark, for my broder 
Clement scythe that xx, mark was to lytyll for hym. 



597 

[MARGARET PASTON?] TO » 

Coftvn, I recommaundc mt 10 yov, lelyng yow wete that 1 am mformid l465(?] 
thai the paraoQ of Draodcaton it take be yoy/t sowdbrA and led fortti with 
hem, and thfy hue ryfclld hiB godi^t and Hunimp of myac husbondes al«), 
uid of his ballycs, weche were Ifft with the sejd paraon to Icepe. Wherfore 
I avysc yuw, ind prayc thai he maye be Icte go agaynt and to have over godo 
at w^rp take fro tiym; for nod yowr wwdiorb be of swcchc dt^poticion that 
ihey vyil take that they may gete, if ahall no wurchip be 10 you, nor pro6te 
Id tymc lo come; and therof woide I be flory. And if the aeyd partoa 
bp othiiwyte diaposid iliarmc he ovth 10 be, I wyll htipe ihai he ihall be 



> Thii tpniencc i* «truck out. 



» [From Piston M55., B.M,] The M5-of tMi Iffter wems lo be a draft in a hind 
like that of JaitipB Greahain- li it lUionyiiiQu* and without addrc«, Evm ihe 
writer ia very uncertain. But it may not unlikely he a draft letter from Margaret 
Pnaton to wme neighbour who, "hilf the Duke of Suffolk wa* laying claim to 
Hellfsden fljid Dmyton, vran not too mindful of John Paiton't righit. Brondfrtoa 
ii about eleven miles from Norwich^ eight miles beyond Drayfon. Thoraii Hoop 
tvai paraon of Brandeilon from 1448 to t^7S- ^^ ^^< preiented to the tivirtg by 
Sir John Fastolf. 
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1465(?) chayneyHd at conciena and bwe rcqwriih. I woJde j^ thulde rememlwe 
thai ye have bore blame for aveche thjogco before thia lyme that hath be 
do otbirwjflc ih^anc Uwe hath rcqucrid. And God have yow id Hii kcp;og< 
Wrcfe at Norwiche. 
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JOHN WYKE TO SIR JOHN PASTON » 

To my ryght wyrshypfuii maysier^ Sir John Paswn^ he 
ihyi icttcr dcfyvcryd. 

PLEASE it jour maistcrshyp to wytc^ uppon Satourday 
last, Maystcr Wyll. Paston and I werre with my Lord 
the Byshoppe of York, and erformyd hys Lordshyp of 
the entre that was made at Haylesdon in the Duk of Suffolks 
name. And my Lord aslced of ous whether the C, marc wer 
payd or not, and we awnswered that it was payd many day a 
goon. And than he sayd^ ' 1 dar swcr uppon a bokc that the 
Duchesse of Saffollc hath no knowlych therof.' And so he 
comaundyd ous to a waytc uppon hym, for he wold be at 
London a yen uppon Tewysday next ; and soo we have non 
awns wer as yet. 

Itcm, I have spoken with Mayster Robert Kent for your 
maters, and byddcch that ye shold not dowtc therof; and as 
for the neglygcns of your wytncs, Mayslcr Robert sayth it ya 
but a jape, and shall be no hurt. And the copys therof wer 
deiiveryd or than I cam horn from Parker ys hands, and that 
causyd me to spake no word to hym therof. 

Item, the Lord Scales sayd at a soper wher as he soped 
within thys iiij. nyztys that he wold ryde home and enter in 
ij, fayre mancrs in hys contray, and dcsyred Stanhope that 
shall wed Gernyngham ys sustcr to ryde with hym. I suppose 
it be to entre in to Caster and Cotton ; whcrfor maketh gode 
wache be tyme, for it ys mery to plede in possession, &c. 

' [From PasttHi MSB., B,M.] The date of thi» letter i» sufficJrntlv appirtnt 
from iKe rcfcmii:r in the beginring lo *[he rntry m>df at Hrltc&drn in the Dulccof 
Sulfolk^ name/ 
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Item, I have send you an unce of myvers(?) by the beror 
of ihys letter, and thay cost me iiijj- iiij//. 

Item, your gesseren^ and gaunteletts shall be send horn by 
the next caruoura, for ther be non hyrc yctc, &c. No more 
to you at tnys tyme. The Holy Trynyte have you in Hys 
kypyrg. Wrytcn at London uppon Tcwysday next after 
Seynt Anne. 

By youre scrvaum, John Wyki. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON^ 

■ Ti Iffy fyght wGrsihipfui hushond, John Paston^ 
he !hh delyverd in hast. 

RIGHT wurchcpfull husbond, I recomaund me to you. auo. 7 
Please it you to wctc that T sent on Lammcsse day' 
to Drayton, Thomas Bondc and Sir James Gloys to 
hold the court in your name, and to clayme your tytill ; for I 
cowde gete none other body to kepe the court, ner that wuld 
go theder but the seide Thomas Bonde, be cause 1 suppose thei 
were a ferd of the pepill that shuld be there of the Duke of 
SufFolIcs pane. The said Thomas and James, as the Duke of 
SufFolks men, that is to sey, Harlesdon, the parson of Sailc, 
Maystcr Phillip and William Yclvcrton, the which was styward, 
with a Ix. persones or more be estymadon, and the tcnauntcs 
of the same town, sum of hem havyng rusty pollexis and 
byllys, comyn in to the maner yard to kepe the courte, met 
with them, and told them that thei were comyn to kepe the 
court in your name^ and to clayme your titilL Wherfore the 
scid Harlcsdon, with ought any mor words or occasion yovyn 
of your men, comytlcd the scid Thomas Bondc to the kcpyng 

1 A blcevtlffB coat of maiJ. 

' [From Paitpn hs?., B.M,J Thii ii uiotb«r of th* lerin of letter relating to 
PaBtan'K dispute with the Diik« of SuffoUc about Drayton and Hcllndan in H^f- 
' Au^it 1. 

169 



THE PASTON LETTERS 

146J of the new Baly of Drayton, William Dokett, seyng that he 
ftuo. 7 shuld go to my lord and do hts hcrand hym self, notwith- 
standyng that Sir James dedc the emnds to them, and had the 
words ; whcrfor thei toke the 3eid Thomas with ought occasion. 
Thei wuld have mad the seid Thomas to have had the words, 
and the seid James told hem that had hem, because he was the 
more pesibiU mar, whan afterward thei bade avoyde, and sithen 
led forth Thomas Bonde to Cossey^ and bownde his armes be 
hyndc hym with whippc cord like a theffc, and shuld have led 
hym forth to the Duke of Suffolk, ncr had be that 1 had spokyn 
with the jugcs in the morwyn or thei yede to the shirchous and 
enformed hem of such ryotCes and assaugthis as thei had mad 
up on me and my men ; the baly of Cossey and all the Duke 
of Suffolks councell beyng thcr present, and aU the lerned men 
of NorfFolk, and William Jenney and my[che] pepill of the 
contrc ; the jugc callyng the baly of Cossey bcfor them all, and 
yaffc hym a grct rebuke, comaundyng the shcrcffc to 3C what 
pepill thei had gadrcd at Drayton ; which came after to Helea- 
don to se the pepill ther, with weche [pejpill he held hym wele 
content ; and fro thens he rode to Drayton to se ther pepill, 
which wer avoyded or he came. And ther he desired to have 
delivered the seid Thom. Bonde to hym ; and thei excusid 
hem and seid thei had send hym to the Duke of Suffolk, 
Notwithstandyng, afterward thei sent hym to Norwhich to 
hym, desiryng hym that he shuld deliverc hym rot withought 
he mad a fyne, be cause he trobiUed the Kynges lete ; for 
which thei mad 1 . , . , to juges. Bu: after that I 
understod it, I sent Danyell of Mcrshlond and Thomas Bonde ' 
to enformc the juges how the seide Thomas was entretcd 
amongcs hem, and so he dcd- And the jugcs were grctly 

with the Dukes men, and forwith comaundcd 

the shcryf to delyver the seide Bone withoute any fyne 
mfaking], seyng chat he out non to make. And in goode 
fcythe 1 founde the juges ryght gentell and forborable to mc 

^ Ac thii point thf UiFcr i« eontinued inddiifEr?nt ink upon a T\e\i bh»t of piper, 
*hich was tonnfrLy &cl(ched to thf firar sh»C, A line which wzs forjutrly covered by 
the Gewing thows ihat Margaret PasToii intcndfd al first to harevrrltien^ * to the 
justice, and Uf . . , . . (Jive ivordr iiUj^ibir^ the f^^f*r bns^ nti) ihei (oke the 
icid Thomia with ought warant^ niftre trohill^g of the lete." 
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in my matreSi notwUhstandyng the Duckcs counccU had made 
her compleynt to them or I come in ther werst wice^ noysyng 
us of gret gatheryng of peopell and many riotcs chynges don 
be me and your men. And after I enformcJ the juges of thcr 
untrouthc and of ther gldyng, and of our gidyng in like wicc. 
And after the jugcs undrcstod the trouthc he gave the baly of 
Co3sey befor me and many other a passyng gret rebuke, scyng 
without he amended hes condicion and governaunce, thei wuld 
enforme the Kynge and heipe that he schuld be punyschct. 

And whcr as ye avyced me a felaschip to 

kepe the coorie at Drayton with easy cost, it was thought be 
your councdl it wcr better otherwise, and not to gather no 
people, for it was totd me that the Dukes men had to the 
nombrc of v. C men, and your counccl aviscd me to gctc a 
fclischip to kepe my place at Hcylesdon, for it was told me 
that they schuld come and piiUe me out of the place, weche 
cauccd me to kepe the place the strenger at that tymc. And 
as for kepyng of any coort for you at Drayton^ I can not wete 
how it cowdc be brought a boutc withoutc helpc of other but 
if there schuld growc gret inconvcnyence of it. And at the 
as5[izes] - . , , made gret labor to endite your men, 
notwithstandyng tt was letted. And as for the wrictes of 
replevyn, they were delyverd openly be for the juges to the 
schcryf, and also other writtes wech Jamys Gresham brought ; 
and aftrc that Ric. Calle spake with the high schcref for the 
scryyng of hem. And so he promyscd to serve it and to send 
men ofhes owne to serve it ; and so he sent ij. of his men with 
Ric, Lynsted, and with ij. of Scheperdcs to Cossey for the 
schepe. And ther they wer answer that Yefverton cleymeth 
the properce, and so wer they answerd in all other places wher 
as any catell was. And so they departed and come to the 
schcryf and cnformed hym ; and I undrestande the scheryf 
taketh it for an answcrc ; notwithstandyng I send hym word 
withoute that Yelverton had ben ther in hes owne persons he 
myte not cleyme the properte, and aviced hym to be ware 
what retorne he made that he were not hurte by it. And so he 
hathe made no retorne yet. What he wul doo I wat rer. He 
IS stylle in this conirc yet and schal be this iiij. or v- daycs, but 
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your councell thynketh it were well don that ye getc an aliias^ 
and ^pluriei that it myglit be sent don to the schcryf and than 

he can mak non excuse but nedys 'it well (?) 

to make a rctorne as he wo! abide by. I can not wctc how 
the catell woU be goten ayen withoute other proccsse be had 
more than we have yet. 

Item, on Tuesday next comyng scha.1 the sescions of the 
pees be at Wolsyngham. What schal be do ther 1 wot not 
yet ; for as for any indytemcntes that we schuld labor a yenst 
them it is but wast wcrk; for the schcryf ncr the j err ours 
wol no thyng do aycnst them, 

Item, wher as ye desire to knowc what gentelmen woldc do 
for you at this tyme, in goode feythe I founde Herry Greye, 
Lomnor, Alblastre, Wcr , . . , (?), Berney of Redham, 
Skyppewith, and Danyell of Merchelond> ryght weele disposed 
to you ward at this tynic in heipyng and in zcvyng ther goode 
avice to mc for suchc maters as I had to doo. Yc schal have 
more pleyne undrestondyng of all thyngcs her after than I may 
write to you at this tyme» 

Item, the supersedeas^ and the supplicavit^ is delyverd to 
Alblastre and to Wechyngham, and they have mad out bothe 
warantes and supersedias ; * nevertheles ther Is non servyd yet. 

Item, 1 received the box with the writt and the letter that 
Berney sent to mc on Friday Jast and non cr [no earlier]. 

Item, a3 for the pris of malte it is fallen here sore, for it 13 
worthc but ijj. viijf/. j, quarter at Yermoth. 

Item, as for your wolle, I may selle a stoone for xld., so 
that I wol geve halfe yere day of payment, I prey you sende 
me word how I shal do in this matre and in all other, &c_ 
And God kepc you. Wretcn in haste the Wednesday next 
aftrc Lammcs daye. 

Your M, Pastos. 

t So in MS. ^ A ward ilJegible. 

^ Sn in hit, 

* SuptriiiUas U a writ to nay certain proceeding! ^ iMfptictrvh a writ for taking 
lurrtj of the peace nhm violence ii rhreaiened h^ any one. 
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JOHN PASTON TO MARGARET PASTONi 
To my cosyn^ Margaret Pasion^ at HeylUJonn. 

IRECOMAUND me to you. And as for the letter that I 1465 
send yow Couchyng John Russe, J wilJ that yc and your auc. 7 
counsel] sec it openly ; and kepc this billc to your self or 
to some secret frend of yours. And I pray yow remembir ij. 
thynges ; on, if ye fynd hym in any maner wise disposed to 
leve hia isargeyn, take it at his offer^and take ayen the writyng 
that he hath of that baf^eyn^ or a writyng of his owne hand of 
rclcsyng his bargeyn to me ; for peraventure at this tyme he 
woll be glad to kvc his bargeyn, as I undirstand, and whanne 
he scthc that I have peas he wollccallc thcron aycn- Whcrforc 
I pray yow werk wisely herin, for he may in no maner wise 
aake the money of mc and kepe his bargeyn, for he hathe 
divers tymes desired me to have take of hym more masse (?) 
thcrfore. Another, as sone as ye may, or ye breke this maler 
with John Rusae, make due scrche with the fermours at 
Akthorp what mony Russe hath rescyvcd thcr in my tyme, 
that is to 3cy, for MighcJmcs the first, the ij., iij,, iiij. yercs of 
Kyng E., of whcch he hath reseyved ij. payments, that is x\]U. 
at the lest, or er the maner was trobelid by Jenncy or Yelverton. 
And I demc that he hath reseyvid some sithen, but that he 
kcpith CO un sell. 

Item, for as moch as Sir Thomas Howes gadcrid for the 
xxxix, ycrc of Kyng Hcrry, the scid John Russe woll, under 
colour of that surmytte, that he reseyvid in my tyme was ther- 
forc, wherfore ye must make a serche what he hath reseyvid 
sith Sir John Fastolff dyed, and what tyme ; and therupon ye 
shall undirstand what he hath reseyvid for me, and what for 
hym ; and in case he hathe reseyvid xii/i., and Richard hath 
payd hym hSs dute as he promised, thanncgrowyth nat to John 

" [From Paislon Mi*,, B.M] Ir »« iiiflid en rly clear from the reftrcnct ro accnunti 
of Che 4lh frir of Edward fv., thai rhifl Leitcr cannot br ratljcr Ihui 1465^ nhkh ii 
rhe la» ycir of Ihe wricef & life. 
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1+65 Russc past iiij, or v//, ; notwithsUndyng fare fayre with hym 
4UG. 7 and resonabilly, so that he leve his bargeyn, and lend hym the 
remnaunt of the xxJi. upon suerte for xxJi. He desireth to 
have outher his dewtc or borowyng at this cyme. 

Item, he thai shall spckc with the fermours of Akthorp,whoB 
name la Langham, he must inqucrc generally what mony he 
hath payd to all men sich Sir John Fastolff dyed, and sec his 
billes of payment, and take therofa titelyng. Ric. CaJlc hath 
a bilte of parcellis of every marines ferme, and he can serchc 
this best, in case he be not to favorabill to John Russc, wher- 
fore T remitte this to your discrecion ; but 1 suppose John 
Russc woll telle yow what he hath rescyvld for hand biforc this 
tymc wretyn by his seying what he had rcscyvid, and I suppose 
and he remenibird that he seid to mc, he wold not aske his 
mony m this forme ; nevirthclesse it shall do good^ so he Icvc 
his bargeyn by this meane. 

I mervyil that I here no cidyngges from yow hough ye 
have do at the assisses. The berer of this letter !s a comoti 
caricr, and was at Norwich on Satirday,and brought mc lettirs 
from other men, but your scrvaurts inquerc nat diligently after 
the comyng of caricrs and other men. Wretyn aC London the 
Wednesday next after Lammcs day. 

Ye sh^ have letdrs of me this wekc. 

John Paston. 
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JOHN PASTON TO MARGARET PASTON 
AND OTHERS' 

fo my mdsSresji^ Margnr Fasten^ Jamis 
Gr^sham and Ric. Ca/U. 

IRECOMAUND me to yow, and have reseyvid ij. lettirs 
from John Russe, wherin he remembirth me that I shuld 
owe hym xix^;,, or thcrupon^ for divers parccllcs whcch he 
ftcith he shuld have dclivcrid in to myn hows, whcrof he scith 

I [Frara Piston M&a., B,M.] This a cvidcnily ihc letter nfcirrd to in ttc bcgin- 
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xiiij/r, was delivcnd in to myn howse ij. ycrc g[oon], and that 
1 had a bille deliverid me therof, and the remnaunt sithen, and 
desireth of me payment of the scid xix//. Wherfore I ccrci[fyc] 
yow as I urtdirstand in the mater ; ye may Jete John Russc 
come to yow and take such a dircccion in the mater as reason 
and trought wolL 1 Ictc yow wctc that abought ij. ycr goo 
the seid John Russe dcUvehd me first a bille of the seid xiiij, 
[/k], and I examined the parcelles ; and as 1 remembir xj//. 
was my dewtc^ wherof the certeyn somme is writen in my blak 
book of foreyn reseytes that yere, and the remnaunt was Ric. 
Calles dewte, wherof he was allowed, savyng apart was Elys 
dcwtc. And as for the scid xj//., I oiferid the scid John 
Russc payment in hand at that tymc, and desired hym he 
shuld no more send in to myn howse, and warnyd yow and 
Richard that ye shuld no more stuiFe take in to myn hows 
without ye peyd in hand, nowther of hym ner of non other. 
And the seid John Russe prayd me to remembir that I had 
grauntyd hym the maner of Akthorp in Leystofi, at a certeyn 
prise, as it appcryd by writyng undlr my seall, and desired me 
that I wold take the seid somme in party of payment. And 1 
told hym that as for such mony that shuld com from hym for 
that lond, I wold take it of hym and ley it up by the self, that 
1 myght purchase other lend therwith, bicause I wold lesse 
Fastolffs lyvelode for the college, but I wold pay hym his 
dewtc without any stoppage. And he ihanne desired me to 
take that same xj//., and ley it up to the same use, scying to 
mc that it was as good to do so as I for to take it hym, and 
he to take it me ayen. And thus he and 1 agreed, and de- 
parCed> and thanne he prayd me to take more chafar of hym, 
whech I denyed. And nough I merveyll what shuld cause 
hym to aske mony for thai dewte; neverthelesse I demc he 
supposith that he coud not opteyne his bargeyn by me, bi- 
cause of the trobill that it standyth in ; and for that or for 
some other cause he repentyth his bargeyn and well nomorc 
of it, Wherfore send for hym, and take James Gresham or 
some of your frends and Richard Calle, and fcle what he 
menyth; and if ye can fynd hym disposed to levc his bargeyn 
yet, though I myght kepc stille the seid mony I wold he shuld 
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not lese thcrby, Nevirthelesse if he woll refuse his bar^ei 
thanne take ayen the writyng that he hath of that bargcyn a 
a writyng of his hand that he dischargyth me of the grau 
that I mad hym of that same bargcyn. And thanne lokc I 
ye cnqucrc what mony he hath rcseyvid of the seid mancr i 
my tymc, whcrof the fermc is vjii. yerly whcch I aufii 
hym to occupte to his owne use by fors of the seid bargcyn 
my tyme; and aftir the parcellis cast what I have had of hym 
abbate therof the mony that he hath reseyvid of the seii 
mancr, and also as moch of the xiiij/K as the seid Ric. Calk 
and Elys owcn, whcr of he is aJowid ; and thanne see that th< 
acid John Russc be content of the remnaimt of his parcclli 
that is dew by me, but loke ye pay non other menncs dewtes. 

Also the seid John Russe wntyth in his Icttir that rathe 
thmne he shuld fayle this mony that I wold lend hym asmocl 
to pay ayen at Cristemasse ; wherforc, if he Icve his bargeyn 
I woll ye lend hym aamoch mony over his dewte as shall makj 
up xx/i., takyng of hym suercc to pay ayen at Cristemasse, aa 
he writyth; in case be that he will kepc stille his bargcyn, 
thanne yc may answerc hym it is no reason that he shuld askc 
me any part of that mony ayen, for he owyth that and moch 
more. 

Item, the seyd John Rus sent me hcder a man for thi 
mater only with in thes ij. daijs. Wherfor let him know art 
ansae IcCyng (?) for I fcl well (?J he hath mad agrct bargcn 
but late, wherfor he hath mor nede of mony now, and I w<d 
do for hym chat I may resonably. Nevertheles his wryting 
mcrvcylith me that he askith dies mony as dewte, wheche he 
toke me for parte of my payment. I deme it comith not all 
of his owne disposlcion. Inquicr ye that yc can what it 
mcnith. God kepc yow. Wret the Wednisday ncx Lammcs. 

Yowr John Paston. 



In cas ye han Drayton in any quiete take scwertie of yo^ 
tenants for paiment as I have wret befor. 



176 




EDWARD IV 



602 



JOHN ESTGATE TO » 

SER» ze sent to me a letter conteynyng the substaunce of 
the processc off Mr. Robert Ippyswell for the mater 
off the codicill of Nicholas Pykcryng, &c. Me 
mcrvclyt grctly off the ccrtificat off Mr. Robert in that be 
halve, for this is the truthc as forth forth as I kan remcmbrc 
me. The codicill had nether day nor place lymyCe, qwer or 
qwan it xuld a ben mad ; qwerfor to a reprovyd that that 
nether was qualifyid with day nor place it had be gre: foly, 
&c. Therfor I askyd off the juge hys accounts, and specy- 
ally the deposicionys and attestacionys off the wyttencss that 
wcr swor in the scyd codicil], &c.; by the qwychc it mowth 
appere clerly qwan and qwcrc this codicill xuld a be made and 
wrete. And this sen 1 mad protestacion to for the seyde Mr. 
Robert that 1 wolde impugne the mater as lawe requiryd. The 
qwych peticion I made diverse tyme to fore moche recorde, 
judicialy syttyng the seyde M, R.^^ &c. The qwyche peticion 
he wold not her, but seyde cxpreasc that nether Will. Pykcr- 
yng nor non other man xuld sen his accounts nor knowe qwat 
the dcposicion wcr in that parte ; thi3 mater was comownyd to 
for Mr. John Selet and my maystcr and yours diverse tymys, 
and ever he seyde wc xuld not sen the seyde deposiciona. 
And so qwat sum ever he hath certyfyld, this is the truthe, 
God to werenesse and all Seynts, qwo preserve zow evermore. 
And 1 pray zow to declare this to my maystcr and zours ; 
and comcndc me hcrtK- to hys good maystcrchep. And God 
sende hym victoryc off all hys clmycs, and so pray all hys well 
wyllera at Norwich. John Estcate. 



1465 



^ [From Panon bi»&,, B,M,] The writer of this letter is repcincd to be dead in 
No. 604, which lA-fla written ou (he iSth August 146 5* We have Jiltlc doubt, how- 
ever, ihai (his Iwloiigi to thf sarne year, u Ihc n^jnca of Robert l^jpeswcll and John 
Sftlci occur in Ihe correspondence rn^rr ihui once iibuul ihls time, 

' Master of the Rollt. 
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WILL OF NICHOLAS PICKERING^ 

1465 To allc tTtvt Cri6EeQ pepilJ the wiche thete pr«ent Icturca Bchall sc or here, 
Robcrd BanyngbaTn, confcsBoiit 10 Nicholas Pckcr/ng of Filby, AUoc thewyfe 
of the wide Nkholas, Rcger Silveryn, John Herte of Cowtefthall, Robirde 
YoxeaJe, Richarde Hiwe, Robarde Maaufrac (P), John Cue, Gtrvauiit of the 
forKJd Nicholas, and Henry Bechaoi, scrvauat of the cddc NicholaA, and 
ThoraaB Page of Brscoc, acnde gretyng in ourt Loidc. Where it Ib mriy- 
lory nedefull 10 here wyttneue of troughthe, alle ye mot Icnowe ue that v« 
hcrde the fotKidc Nicholas Pckeryrig Bcyn, lying cr his dedc bedde, thew 
wDrdffl folwyng, m we willcD iniwere bcfoic God. that whdQDc WiiliAm 
Pekeryng, »>□? of the seide Nicholas rrkeayd wich hia fadir for kk. r^uarterei 
burly thai the aeid Williain cleymed of hja faderyi yifte to hii manage; and 
for tIJ, dayc* cariagc of come in hervcst, and for ala 1 thouMode wallyle that 
hti fadir had fro ye beide Williams wyfea place, the wichc reltnyng grevcd thp 
■cide Nicholas his fadir, and seide, * Thou comyit in with maoy bak rekciQ- 
ynggcs. Rtmembre the that thou ha&t be the cDsUyesi childc that CTeec 1 
hadde, and bow that 1 yaf ye x. acres of frc londcf and ' a place ia fnarugr* 
and many othir thynggee that is muche better than all thl bak rekinynggea, 
And I have now yowe ye other x. acree of fre londe aftir my djficwsei and mc 
thynkcth be the thoii heldcat the not lovcst, but woldeai hare all. But cm 
thyng t ihall Eey no the; if thou tiouble John, thy brother, or ony of laytt 
executorea, or cUyme ony mote londea or goodya that evere vere myne, 1 ihd 
yevc yc Goddyi cur>e and myn, For thou hast be ever frowardc to me.* In 
iffitaeftse aid fecorde herof we have aette ourc Healya. 

To alie trcwG Crioteii pepiU the qniche these prcaeoEe letters ohal see or 
here, John Herte of Couteihalc« Roberd Yoxbalci Roger Sitvciyn, Thomas 
DawcS| and Thomas Drye, iende gretyng in onr* Lorde- Where it ii raety- 
toryi oedefull and medefiiLI to ttere wiinesee of trought, alJ ye mot knowe nt, 
that wc hetdc William Pekcryog, sone of Nichola* Pekcryng» acyn that his 
fadir wcMe he shulde have bui x. ^crei of fre londe aftir hia decease be lyde 
other X' acrei of fre londe that he yaf hym in maryage. In wittcneaae and 
recordc hccr of we haTe octto oure sealcft* 

EndoritdT A TeuymonyaU. 



1 [From Pastoo M5S,, B,M,] Froin (he contenK of the prteeiling letter it is pro. 
babir thai thia document vvai drawn up in 14A5. filorrLefieJd, indeed^ statn (vol. n. 

B. a*i) that Nicholas Pickering wai bufied in the iteeple of FiJby church in j^t6, 
ut the dare may be an error, for he certainly sccmB to have been dead in or bcfoic 

* an/ repealed in us. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON' 

7o my ryghi wyrshypfuil nmyster^ John PaUon^ 
be thys letter delyvtryd in haite. 

RYGHT wyrshypfulJ husbond, I recomaund mc to you. 1465 
Please it you to wyte that the cause that I wrote to itpo. i« 
you non cr [earlicr\ than I dyde after the sessyons 
was by cause that Yclvcrton held scssyons at Dyrham and 
Wahyngham the next wyke after the assyses, and to have 
knowlech what labour that was made ther, and to have send 
yow werd thcrof, Ther was grete labotirs made by the bayly 
of Coshay and other for to have endytyd your men both at 
Dyrham and at Walsyngham, but I purvayd a mene that her 
[/Atff'rl purpose was iettyd at thos Ij. tymes. 

Hugh a Fen ys in Flcgge. Richard Call spake with hym 
thys wyke, and he sayd to Richard that he and his wyff wold 
be with me here thys wyke toward a place of hys that he hath 
purchasyd of Godehreds. Yf he come 1 shall make hym gode 
chyre, for it ys told mc of dyvers folks that have spoke with 
hym sythcn he com in to Norffblk as thay fclc by hys sayng 
that he awyth you ryght gode wyle. 

Item, as for my comyng to you, yf it please you that I 
come, y hope 1 shuU purvey so for al thyngs or I com that it 
shuU be sayff y nogh by the grace of God tyll I com aycn ; 
bat at the reverens of God, yf ye may purvey a mene that ye 
may com hom your sylf ; for that shall be most profortabell 
to you, for men cut large thorgs here of other mens lether, I 
shuli wrytc to you ayen as hastcly as I may. God have you in 

' [Frooa Ftnn, \n. no.] Thai tlili letter wa* written m the jcar (4.65 appeai-i 
cleHrlj by the rcfcnncc 10 ibe Aisiics held 41 WdJsLngh^m (^sta No. 599), and the in- 
tention which the wriccj' ititiiHiiEri of visiiing hct hu^biiiLd in I^ndon, Morcovfr, the 
finl sentence of the letter^ and alw the poJtBcripE, a^e cvidentiy ffrilten in anawer to 
hci htiibaiid't complamt la Na. Ado, that the had not wjiueji id him whai she had 
done u the Atsiiea, 
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Hj^ kypyng, Wiyten in haste at Haylesdon, the Sonday 
after the Assumpsyon of our Lady, 

Item, my cosyn Elysabcth Clcrc ya at Ormesby and your 
modcr purposyth to be at her place at Caster thys wykc» for 
the pcstylens ya so fervent in Norwych that thay cher [«/dnr,*'] 
noknger abydc ther, so God help; me thynkyth by my modcr 
that she wold ryght fayn that ye dydc well and that ye myghi 
spyde ryght well in your mater. And me thynkych by my 
cosyn Clere that she wold fayn have youre gode wyll, and that 
she hath sworyn rj^ht faythfuUy to me that ther shall no 
dcfautc be foundc in her, nor noght hath be yf the trogh 
myght be understond, as she hopyth it shull be heraften She 
sayth ther ys no man a lyff that she hath put her truste in so 
moch as she hath doon in you. She sayth she wotc well such 
langage as hath be reportyd to you of her other wyse then she 
hath deservyd causyth you to be other wyse to her then ye 
shuld be. She had to me thys langage wypyng, and told me 
of dyvcrs other thyngs the whych ye shall have knowlych of 
her after. 

As for the hygh shyrf [jA<fr(j?^ he demenyd hym ryght 
well her to me, and he sayd to me, as for rcplevyns he wold 
askc counseyli of Icrnyd men what he myg: doo therin, and as 
largely as he mygt do ther in, or in any other mater touchyng 
you, savyng hymsylf harmlys* he wold doo for you and for 
yours that he mygt do. 

Item, I have do layd in [causal to be laid irt] the prescnta- 
cyon of Drayton, and have presertyd Sir Thomas Hakon, 
parson of Felthoqs, the whych is hold ryght a gode man and 
we] dysposyd, and the Duck of Suffolk hath layd in a nother ; 
and ther shall be take an intjuisicyon ther uppon, and Mr, 
Styvcn ys your a vokcd [your advocate] thcrin. Mr. John 
Estgade ys passyd to God on Thursday last passyd, whos 
sawle God assoyle ! Whcrof in gode feyth 1 am ryght sory, 
for I fynd hym ryght fayth full to you. They deyy ryght 
sore in Norwych. 

John Rus sayth the profets that hath be take of the maner 
of Guster syn Sir John Fastolf dcyd hath be take by Sir 
Thomas Howys and Jenney- By yours, M. P, 

iSo 
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I mervayll that ye had no tythyngs from me at that T465 
tyme that your letter was wrycen, for 1 send you a letter *"*=- '^ 
by Chytockys son that ys prenteys in London, and the scyd 
letter was of the denlenyng at the assyes at Norwych and of 
divers other maters. 1 pray you send mc word yf yc have 
it. As for the rcpJevyns Richard Callc sayth he hath send you 
a awnswere of hem, and also the copy& of them. 
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NOTE 

In the Irtrodoction in Voluni? i-, will be found a document entitled ' A 
rememSrance of the worahipfd kin and aocefiCry of Paflton, born in Paamn in 
GemyDgham Sokeo.' This paper, which waa printed fa the preface to toL 
V. of die oiigiiia] edition, p. xliv.* iippcarit to hdvc been composed during tlic 
liTnime of John Pastan by acme one who owed the family no good wiLlt no< 
ufdikeij by Sir William Vclverion. The contents agree very wel] with the 
imputation made oa John Piatoni foi which h? w^b imprisoned in 146%, that he 
was a bondman to ihe King. The original of (his documeni I Lave not met 
with. 
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E^armirtATioFis touching PASTot.F'9 Wjll 

John Paston examined hy a commission of Thonias, Archtdfihop of Canter- 
bory, addressed to John Druell, LL^D,, in th« cause between Sir WilJiam 
YelrertODf Knij>ht, and William Worcnicr, preteooed eKecators of Sir John 
Faatolf, ind John Pa&toPi E^.t and Thomas Howy^f cxei^iutortr a is soidt 
dated 8 July t^^^^ 

' rFium PaaFon lusa-, B,M.] Among tht P*Rton waa, in the Britith Museum ia 
a uudl volume (Addii. ms, 17,450) of i;2 pagca, vith a contemporaiy paichmtnt 
coTCT, confining endrely al cjiamiuatJODa 01 witncaxs touching Sii John Paalolf'a 
Will, Ic is in 1i*o part), separated by^ a blank, page, the Rni conidniDg the deposi- 
tions of John PaMon, taken in 1^6^, and the KCond iho^c of thr witnesses bmugbt 
forwanl by VeUenofl and Worcester, which vrtit taktn In 146O. We give here the 
robitanct of Fan 1. only. An aburact of Fan u, will be Ebund under iis proper 
due. 
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THE PASTON LETTERS 

14,65 J' Whether Sir John Faatolf made hii wiJIi dated i^ June i459> ic 

Avc. Kngliih, and scaled hy him with hi» sca! of arms ? An&wer. Ht made a. aote 
of article* in hiB will, deponent thinks in Latin, probably on that day» but it wu 
not then sealed, and no exccator wu named, 

2. Whether before the will was fiir copied un original Doie of il wab made 
on paper, and rorrected and interlined by Paaton ? And whether thai note ^t 
coped wsH the true will vhich was sealed by Faoiolf^ — There waa each a 
note> whkh being made, PaBCon went 10 Luodon and waited some time, wben 
William Worcesrer informed him it had been fair copied m the beginning of 
July, Had Been an old will long before, in which tome of the articlei mtt 
the ume, but Fasttjlf altered them from time to time jo coosultaitom held with 
thii depoDctiT. DL>Et noi know if he did interline, but the note will ^howa 
which was then in the keeping of William Worceater, Faalolf** cierk j tlOT 
does he kDOw if the will was drawn up from it, as he was not prc&ent at the 
cngrcfBfliQg or oediug, but hears there were seTetal things altered. 

3- Where the wdl la, in whose euitody, pnd whether he havp power to 
execute it i — The parehnieot scaled by Faotolf, which Worcester saya wai hu 
will> was kept aome limE aJter hii death a.t Caiatcr, and afterwards produced in 
audience of the Archbiehop, and there remains. 

iS Aug, E?-:amiDed in the Fleet. — Said he was a priioner, wished lirsE to 
speak with hie counsel, and desired another notary joined with Nicholas Park.er» 
who was noi icdilTerenL. 

10, II, t> Dec- Appeared before the commiBtary in the treaiurer*s houae 
of St. Faot^fi Cathedral, London- Examiaation coniinued. 

4. Whether the eaid will was kept in the tower called the ircaauiy of Sir 
John Faatotf at CaisTer riU his deaths and wheiher Paston and Howys after- 
ward* entered and took it, and what was then done with it ? Whether, since 
Faitolfb death it wa» cxcmpHEicd in Latin, and sealed witti Fastolf's seal, and 
hy whom I And whether the Latin coniained more or lew than the English ? 
Who exhit^ted the Engliah will in audience of CoDTerbury i Waa it the true 
will, or was it written and scaled after FaAtoir^ death ^ — Soon afur FastolPs 
death the said parchment waa exhtbked to Paston by Howes and Worceater. 
It afterwards remaiaed in the keeping of Howes and Paston, and bai since been 
exhibited in the audience of Canterbury. It was not translated into Latin alter 
FasColf's deatb, nor scaled, to Paston's knowledge. Does not know any willg 
Latin or English, id have been sealed after Faitolf's death- 

5. Whether Paston exhibited aoy English will sealed in the audience of 
CoDtcrburyf — The note made in June contaioed an article relatjyc tg FastolTa 
college, and lands in Norfolk and Suffolk granted conditionally on their being 
refused by Faatoa. When Paston went to London, and after a time Worcester 
came to him, Worcester told him thle note was put in parchmeoi and sealed, 
with the other artlclea, by advice of Master John Brakley, about ihe begirroiag 
of July. William Bukman, now Abbot of Wymondham, then Prior of 
Yarmouth^ was present when it waa sealed, and named as a witness. He and 
Thomas In£ham reported thin Faaiolf told them at the time it was his will that 
PastoD thould hare iho4e things he had granted at the time of the BeiAio of the 
said feolfmeai delivered, wbaicTer was written in the parchment. The uid 
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parchmcfit {Eagli«h} remaiiu in the court. Ab to Ute Lacm, F^jfttolf made on 

Spcr a schedule of executors for the Latin parchmcDC, and ta!d Ptuion iud 
owyi ihai Hp did not mean all ihe exrcutora xo havp adrainiitraiion of hU 
goods. He also told Paslon, Bricley^ and Clement Felmyngham, after Patton 
tciumcd From London, that he waa informed the Laiin wLlI gate equaJ powem 
Eo all the cxecutori, which he never iniended. FasLolf made hit last will in 
Noremberf not altogether the Bam e. 

6. Who kept FaHtoiPB seal of anna and aigoci after hU death , how long 
did it [cmain whole, and how maoy wriiij^gB did Pafiton leal with them ?^'At 
Fafitotftt death his Heal wai in a pume nealed with hiH signet, and placed in a 
ch«t. The itgoet wai on hit finger at death, but was afterwarda placed in the 
cheat tn preKQCe of deponent and Thomns Howjo, Maater John Braclcyg 
Master Cicineni Felmyngham, and three eervanw of Fastolf^a chamber, and 
aeaJed with the aeali of deponent, Howya, and olhera. The chest remained b 
Futolf^s chambcFf soEnetimea in cuatod^ of his PCTTaats, and tomctimci in that 
of Howya. Afterwards the Eeala were placed in a white hox scaled lo the 
pmefK^e ofdivFra men in the hall of (he manor, whii^h hax was delivered along 
with certain ttnga to John Sfokys, who opened the box, and aFier inspecting the 
tcalfl and rings, scaled it up again and ocliTCTed it to Roger Maloieabury, in 
whole custody they now remain. Thin deponent sealed nothing with ihem> 

7. Whether, after Pastolf 's death, Pa«oo or any other wrote on a schedule 
of P^pct a certain grant or luargain, viz., that Paatoo should have Faitolf's 
laooB 4nd teDemcniB in Norfolk, Sufolk, and Norwich, for 4OC0 marki, and 
that Paaton and Howya should hape sole adminiatration of hia goods qo long aa 
Paaton was ali^c 1 and whether after Faatolf'a death it waa so recently written 
that PaatoD, to dry the wriiing, acaLtcrcd aahes o'cr it ? And if he say it was 
written during Fasiolfa life, by whom was it written? By himself, or John 
Riuse, or Friar Braldey, or whom? And how long before Faatolf's death, 
and in whoic pretence i And whether that aom was speciGcd in the schedule 
or a blank left for it? And whether the contenLs of this schedule were 
extracted and put in a new one ? and hy whom was that written ? Whether 
by J. KusBe? And what time elapsed between the two writings f And 
whether tbe second schedule CDOtained more thao the &Bt, and what the 
additional mailer wait» and hy whom added ^ And whether this aaaerted will 
of Fattolf, made, as Paaton pretends, on Saturday, 3 Nov. 14^9, was extracted 
or imagined from (he coatcnts of the aaid bitls* or cither of them ? And what 
was the matter in the uaid will added to the maiteri in the schedules i And 
how long it was before the said pretended will could he formed to the aatiefaetioa 
of John Paaton ? 

For two years before his death Fastolf had granted that Pacton should hare 
the aboTp lands after his death, without any condirion, but for the purpose that 
he should found a college at Caister of seven monks or priestSf and pay ;ood 
tnarka Lo be diatributcd for the aonl of Sir John Faslulf ; and about that time 
he enfeoffed Paston and others in the said lands, declaring that that enfeoffment 
waa to tbe use of the said Sir Jotin for life, and afterwards of PaaCon After 
this, viz., in the said month of June, Faaiolf made the said arLiclee m certain 
piper aotea in Lauo and English. MsAter John Brakley kept copieK, which 
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14.6 c hcflhovt^d to pABion after hi« reium tp Loodnn, Alter that, viz.* in Se pt embrr 
AOG> ^^d October, Faitolf several Times re<^ucited Pasion to crgross the agreementc 
made iHtwerD ihtm about (he coHegCt oaying he vould remit to bim lOOO 
markfl of the laid 5000 mark*. And ia Ociobcr and NoTciiibcr he iccitetl in 
ceruin wriiings (hat id ordei' thai he might rtot be diequieied vith worldly 
ilfaira he had birgatned with thifi depoppot that he ^hoald have the control Of 
all hifi landa from which any prolit mighc be derived in EogUnd, ind of the 
houftcholdTt and foreign eitpensci belonging to him, an that he ihould put aaide 
» much of hi» dues ai he could ap^ire for the ci^Uege ; and that he Ehoidd hare 
ill hi> landa in Norfolk, SufToIki and Norwichi for 400O mBrkD» which he wtt 
CO pay on crttain stated d^nys to Fofttolf'a exccuton far the beceflt of his lObL 
Two jMper writJDgfi were made of the premiaeE, one by the hand of FuToa and 
the other by Mr, John BraUey, which arc Gcvcrally remaining with them. 
Thio agrcciiLeiii Brakleyi by FattolPa order, got wmtcn out Id parchrncot 
indented, and read to Faitolf, who neiled ii in hia pretence ss Brakley reponed 
to PiBton, Afterwardfl, anotlier of the said writtDg* wafi read to Fastolf in the 
prcBCDCc of Paaton, Brikley^ Mr. Clement Fdmyngham^ and oEherc, leTervl 
limeK in October and November. Comments were made on the reading of 
it hy Fastolf OD one occasion, when he said a certain cUgie wai not conwBtect 
with htB intention, which waa that Panton and Howya ahoutd be Aole adminis 
tiatora of his good^, and thai u to hia lands in Norfolk, SulTolk, and Norwichk 
and the colTpge to be founded, he would dripoRe of them according to hit 
agreement with Paston, — the Diaster to have a stipend of ^ro, and each of the 
fcHowB of 10 ma'ksf and that seveo poar men ehould be fouDd with 40a- a year 
each, afi itated in the wilh Fastolf desired hin will dated ip June to be 
corrected in theie pariiculart, and written anew by Walter Shipdam, for whom 
he frcf^ueotly aent on thia busJDcBa. Me&Dwhilc Brakley and PnaCon wrote 
aaothei paper in English as a memoria] of Fastolf'a iaicntioD, of which 
deponepT delivered a copy under hit own hand id Court, The laci two linea 
chu depoDcDt wrote and dried with asbei id presence of Thomaa HowyL The 
will of 14 June a[id that exhibited by Pabton and Howya differ little or nothiDg 
in effect, except in thene articlea touching the college, aDd the lole administration 
given to Faetoo aod Howye. 

Aa to Qcw writioga after Faatolf 'a death. Brakley translated those worda 
about the sole admimsiraiion from Engliah rnio Latin, parUy before hia death 
aod partly after. After Faatolfa death Patton, Howys, and Bnkley cauted 
the said Walti^r Shipdam to put into form {^ficerunt Jictum tV. S* firnuirs) the 
laat will and teatamcnl of the aaid Fastolf, both of the said college sod of the 
laid single adminiairation (//<- rfff/j lia^ulari ji^mJnhrrarionf'f, and of other ihitiga 
in the ^11 of June nor contrary to his Jaat wdl and declaratiop, of which several 
writingfl were drawa by Shipdam, Itrat in pap^r and afterwards in parchment. 
Ab to the writing of the agreements, Brakley kepi ir during Fastolfs whole 
life, apd a year a^er, and a copy remained with this deponent after FflstotPs 
death I at which time deponept and Howyi were littiag In the hall of the 
manor of Caiater at supper when William Worceiter came into the ball* and 
PaatoD and Howys, rifiiog from supper, had a talk with Clement Felmyngham, 
John Bfakley^ and William Worcester, immediately after Futolfa death. Ac 
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that lime, by the adrice of BrakJey, a cayj of the agreemeni wai delrTfred lo 
William Worc":cr, at h\a rcflucai, folded up and ecaJcd chnl night by Brakky, 
Clfmcni FrlmyDgham, and Howy*. It rcniaiaed in Worcealcr^fl keeping till 
be rode to London, and ihcn he left ic with ihe laid Masiei John Brakley, 
Clement Felmyrgham, and Thomas Howya- Its tenor was cramcribed on 
paj^chmcnt by Shipdam ahorUy tifterwdtda- 
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JOHN PASTON THE YOUNGEST TO 
MARGARET PASTON' 

T& my mastroj^ Margaret Pastetiy be this 
delivered in hasf^ at London, 

AFTYR all humbyll and most dwe recomendacion, as "'r. i^ 
/-\ lowly as I can, I beseche yow of your blyssyng. 
^ ^ Plesyt yow to wet that I have sent to my fadyr 
to have zn answer of syche maters as I have sent to hym for 
in hastj of whychc matyrs the grcttcst of substans is for the 
maner of Cotton, bescchyng yow to rcmembyr hym of the 
same mater, that I may have an answer in the most hasty 
wyse. 

Also I pray yow chat myn Ante Poonyngys' may be 
dcsyiryd to send me an answer of syche macerys as schc 
wotytn of, by hym that schali bryngc me an answer of the 
mater of Cotton. 

Also, modyr^ 1 bcacchc yow that ther may be purvcyd 
some meane that I myth have sent me home by the same 
mcscnger ij. peyir hose^ j. peyir blak and an othyr payir roset, 
whyche be redy made for me at the hosers with the crokyd 
bale, next to the Blak Freyrs Gate, within Ludgate ; John 
Pampyng ktiowyth hym well jiiow I suppose. And \if^ the 
blak hose be payid for he wyll send me the rosct un payd 

^ [From Fenn^ It. uVj It appcan by Letter £fo following thit Margaret 
Pucon waft in London in September \^i^. Thii JeFter riueE ihenfore hai'C Iwen 
wTittcn m thai yeai, 

■ Elizabeth Paston, now widow of Robert Poyninga ^ afterwardB married lo Sit 
George Bra*fi af B«chw«th Castle, Eurrty. 
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1465 for, I beseche yow that this ger be not forget, for 1 have 
MPT. u not an hole hose for to doon; I trowe they schall cost both 
payr viijj. 

My brodyr ^ and my sustyr Anne>' and all the garyson of 
Heylysdoii fare well, blyssyd be God, and rccomand hem lo 
yow cvcrychon* 

I pray yow voysyt the Rood of Northcdor' and Seynt 
Savyour^ at Barmonsey,* amonge whyll ye abyd in London, 
and lat my sustyr Margery '^ goo with yow to pray to them 
that sche may have a good hosbond or schc com horn ayen ; 
and now I pray yow send us some tydyngys as yc wcr wontc 
to comand me ; and the Holy Trinytc have yow in kcpyng, 
and my fayir mastras of the Fleet. Wretyn at Norwyche on 
Holy Rood Daye. 

Your eone and lowly scr vaunt, 

J. pASTON THE yOUNCHST. 
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ANONYMOUS TO MARGARET PASTON* 

To my mcsiressc, Margaret Paston, by tkys Utter delivered^ 

PLEASE your good mastreschcp to have knowlagc that 
as thys day was Master Stevyn of Norwich at Caster, 
and ther he told me he was yesterday at Hoxhon with 
xht Byschop of Norwych ; and iher he seythe that ther is gret 
labor mad be Master Phylyp^ and be the baly of Cosacy ; in 

' Sir John Pa^lon.— F. 

' Armc PailDFi, afrfrvrarrf* ihe wife of WlUiam Yplv*rnin^— F, 

* The Cmtfi at the north door of St, Pau3'a, 

* Th« Abbpy of SaiDi Saviour al BtTnionil^fly, in Surrey, wafi founilFd in lol i, 
15th WilLiam ihe Conqueror, \>y Alwin Child of London \ ti was aur»nd«r«l in 
i539r ?■ ^^- vnr,, whm it wai pulled down, and a Fair Hoiik built on Ihe utt \rf 
Sir Thomift P^P^i K.nighT.^F. 

* Margery Faftton ^ ihr afterwanlfl marned Hic^ard Call*. — F- 

* [Fram FasroTi U3S^ B^M-] Thii letter wu probably written about or befon 
the beginning of September ]4-^5i u the proceeding! of Satei and Ipyb^tll on the 
commiKtion of [(iquiry here referred lo are alluded lo in a Jetter of MargaiH Pai^lon 
TO her huaband »n the a7th of that month. 

~ Doubt!eit£ Philip Lipgatr, 
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SO moche ther is mad a comission on to Master John Salet and t 465 
Master Robert Ipyswell for an inqucrry chat the parson' that sifT-{?} 
my master' mad last at Drayton ys deed, as they scy, and in 
so mochc they purpose to put in the parson of Fclthorp, as he 
hard sey, for the Duk of Suifolk. And thcs he ihynkyth it 
were a grct urt to my master tytyll* And also another inquerry 
howe [wAc] ys patorne of the seyd chyrche ; and thys is leke 
to come in revelicion but yf [flw/fjj] thcr be gret labore mad to 
morowe be tymys and that ye have a man at Hoxhon in all 
hast for a rcwe comicion ; and in that commys'ion Master 
Stcvyn wold that ye shuld have Master Jon Sa!ct> Master 
Symond Thornaham, Master Nicholl Stanton. And that it 
be mad be the avice of Master Jon Bulman ; for he told 
Master Stevyn he wold do for you that he may, in so moche 
Master Stevyn hathe promyssyd hym a nobyll ; and so the 
seyd Master Stcvyn wold ye shuld send hym a letter and late 
hym have knolagc that Master Stcvyn shall reward hym that 
he shall hold hym pleasyd. 

Item, a told mc that a sent a letter to Sir William Maryys 
of all this mater yesterday, weder ye have er not he can not 
sey, but in noo wyse that ye dyskure not Master Stevyn, for 
he wold not for an Cfi, that it ware knowe that ye knewe ther 
of by hym, for he scythe gold gothe gret plenty at Hoxhon 
on tKcr part. And yf it be labord be tymys it may be 
rcmevyd to Caunterbury, Also yet it is good to send to 
Norwich to the seyd Sir "William for the letter ar the massanger 
goth, &c. 

■ Thii mjit be John Flowerdew, pmented by John P«ton and Tliomi* How« 
in T461- 

* John PiBton, 
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JOHN PASTON TO MARGARET PASTON » 
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Tc my Cosyn Matgui Paimn. 

YN owne dere sovereyn lady, 1 recomaund me to yow, 
and thank yow of the gret chere that ye mad mc 
here to my gret cost and charge and labour. No 
more at thys tynie, but that I pray yow ye woll send me hcdir 
ij. clue of worsted' for dobletts, to happc me thys cold wyntcr; 
and that ye inqucrc where William Paaton bought his tcpct of 
fyne worsted, whech is almost like silk, and if that be mcch 
fyner thanne that he shuld bye me after vij, or viij.'-, thanne 
by me a quarter and the nayle thcrof for colcrs, thow it be 
derer thanne the tother, for I wold make my doblet all 
worsted for worship of NorfFolk, rather thanne like Gonnorcs 
doblet. 

Item, as for the mater of the ix." /r\ askyd by my Lady of 
Bedford^ for the maner of Westthirrok, where as Sir Thomas 
Howes saith that he hath no wrytyng therof, but that Sir John 
Fastolf purchased the scid maner, and payd sertcyn money in 
ernest, and aftirward graunted his bargcyn to the Due of 

< [From Fcnn, iv, 90] From the mGntion of *thit coKI iT]ot«' ai ih* beginning 
of thii Jcitcr wc might raliiraJiy euppoM ihil ih* fe«t ' of Seni Math*/ on or ibout 
which it VFM wntten^ was tbai di ^t. Malthiis, which occuri on the a+ih of Ftbruwy, 
Bat vc Ivllfve the day of St. Matihw tn Khvc brcn iniended, so that Uie rxpnu^n 
must have had rtlertnce to Eome unuBuaUy coJd ^vtathcr in ^ppl^mb^r^ It lg <\t^ 
from the contcnli of the Jflter that Margaret PiutDii bid recently tofn with h#r 
huiband in London, and had just Jtft htm in company »ith Richard Caile on her 
return tijwardB Norlolk. l-Ftters for hrr itid Richard CalJe had arrived from her t*vo 
iMMiB eince they departed. Now the onJy time, to far at 1 can find, thai Margaret 
Paiton ev*r YnJted her huaband in London — at alJ event* when her lont were gronn 
up — was in September 1465 j and on tliaf occaaion Calic waa with her, and evwy- 
Ihing else agrecR, Indeed, nc one cin doubt that the btter portion of tbe letter 
immediaieiy toJIoning wa& writien in anawer to thit letter, 

B Wo/Kied Ia a imalJ markft-iown in the moit cait part of the countj of 
Norfolk, foimerijr tamous for the manufacture of thote ttuffi which itiH bear iti 
name, and of whirh, for the wonhip of NorfoElc, J- Paston desired hit doubEeC to 
be made.— F, 

B Jaquecta, daughter of I^er of Luxembourg^ £u] of Saim Pol, nru ^e second 
«ife of John, Duke of Bedford, the Regent of France during Henry vi.'t mifiority. 
She wai mained to him in 1433, and aner hia deccav, in 1435, ihi^ became the vitit 
of Sir Kichard Wydvjle, and died in 147a. 

188 




EDWARD IV 

Bedford, aad so the money that he tokc was for the mony 146; 
that he had payd. Pcravcnturc Sir Thomas hath writyng "'t. [ai] 
thcrof, and knowyth It not ; for if thcr be any such mony 
payd upon any bargeyn he shall fynd it in Kyrtlyngs bocks 
that was Sir John Fascolfs rcseyvcr, and it was abought such 
tyme as the Due of Bedford was last in Inglond, whech, as it 
is told me, was the viij. ycrc of Kyng Herry the fift, or the 
viij, ycre of Kyng Herry the sext, and the somme that he 
payd for the scid bargeyn was CCC. marks. Also he shall 
fynd, the xxij. ycrc of Kyng Herry or thcr abought, in the 
acompts of on of Fastolfs Reseyvors at London, that thcr was 
take of Sir Thomas Tyrell, and of the Duchesse of Excestre,^ 
that was wif to Sir Lowes John, fermours of the seid maner, 
serteyn mony for repayment of part of the seid CCC, marks. 
Also he shall fynd in yeres after that, or in that yere, or ther 
aboutcs, that Sir John Fastolf rcscyvcd mony of my Lord 
Rcvcrs- that now is, by the name of Richard Wydc^ilc, for 
his ownc dettc dew to Sir John Fastolf; wherforc, if Sir 
Thomas be trewe to his mastcr> lete hym do his devoir to 
make that Worseter^ whech is uphold be hym with the deda 
goods, Co be trewe to Ms master, or ellis it is tyme for Sir 
Thomas to forsake hym^ and hclpe to punyssh hym, or men 
mast scy that Sir Thomas is not trewe ; and more over lete 

1 Anne, «Ldm daughrer of John Montacuti^, tliird Earl of Saliibjrj, marrird, 
T«, Sir RichaTd Hantford, Knighc; andly, Sir Lews John, Knight (whoM will 
v¥aB proved in 1++1) ^ ^nd jrdly, John Holland, who was created Djkc of Eieicr 
&Th Jantiiry 1443, anil died in 1446. Frnn rrronmitly supposed the ludy to have 
been the wtdow of Thonia* Beaufort, a prcvirms Duke of Exeter, who died to 1436, 
This Beaufort, Dufccof Exeter, married Margaret, ilaiighter and heir of Sir Thomai 
Neviltj buE hii wife did not survive him^ as Fenn toppHtd, for hi hit death he wa? 
found to have been renant of her bndu for life by rhe law of England. Fenn't note 
QTi fhii paiaage Ja, however, lO in[rre:Lring ihii Wf mii«i qiioie a pari of it. Be aufon, 
Duke of Eifecer, was buried Jn che Abbey of Bury Sr. Edmunds. * On digging,' tie 
taji, *anioO|:cat ihr min^ of thi^ Abbey, tlie body of the Duke waft found, on the 
loih of February 1771, wrapt in lead, and entire. The face, hair, and every parr vrere 
perfect^ and the Attth «alid, but being exposed to the air, the body soon beeame 

otFetuive I pnicured some of the tiair, whieh wai of a tine brown colour, and 

vety flenible.' 

" Sir Riehard Wydvit, in 1448, was treated Baron Rivera of Grafton, in North- 
am peon ^h ire, and elected a Knighr of the Gaiter, Hii daughter EHzabrEh sfler- 
Aardt became the Cjuecn of Edward iv,, who Ilien advanced ber father to The d'gnity 
oF Earl Riven. He was seiied by fhe Ijuicaner mutineers, and beheaded at Banbury 
in 14^9- — ?- 
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1465 Sir Thomas examine what he can fynd in this mater that 
SMT, [tijscnt hym werd of, whech mater he shall fynd in the scid 
Rcseyvours bocks, if he list to seke it. 

Item, on the day after your dcpartyng, I rcscy^'cd tetters 
by Will, Ros from your sones to me, and to yow, and to 
Ric- Calle, &c. 

Item, i shall telle you a tale, 

Pampyng and 1 have picked your male ^ 

And taken out pcsis* v,, 

For upon trust of Calles promise, we may soon onthryVc J 

And, if Calie biyng us hedir xx/i,, 

Ye shall have your peses ayen, good and round ; 

Or eliis, if he woll not pay yow the valcw of the peses, 
there 

To the post do nayle his ere ; 

Or cllis do hym some other wrongs, 

For I will no norc in his dcfaut borough ; 

And but if the reseyvyng of my livelod be better plyed 

He shall Crtsts ours and mine clene tryed ; ^ 

And loke ye be mery and take no thought^ 

For thys ryme is cunnyngly wrought. 

My Lord Persy* and all this house 

Rccomaund them to yow, dt^gc, cattc^ and mowsc, 

And wysshe ye had be here stillc. 

For the sey ye are a good gillc.* 

No more to you at this tyme. 

But God hym save that mad this ryme. 

Wrer the of Sent Mathe,* 

Be yowr trew and trustic husband, J. P, 



^ Mile, or MaJ[, ia a trunk or partn 
oHgiiul letter the vcnca do not (inish the 



Surelj- 'oiiri' must be a rabfcadiag 



trtmantcau. It n to be observed thit in ch' 
line but tic written u pn»e.— F- 
' PieccB of money. 
' I do not undefstand this line. — F. 

* Henry, Lord Pcrey, wn and heir of Henry Percy, Eiu-l of Nortburaberlind, who 
wu killed at the fiattlc of l^owton in 1461, b)' Eleanor, gianddaughtei and hctr ot 
Robert, Lord Poynings, 

Hit father having been attainted, he continued to be colled Lord Perty i bui he 
wai afterwards fullf roiorcd both in blood and title. 

^ An agreeable companion. — F. 

' St. Matthen'i Day U the aiat Scptciaber. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON ^ 

RYGHT wourchipful husbonde, I recomaundc me to 146; 
yow* dyssyryng hertely to here of yowr welfare, ^^^- ^7 
thankyng yow of yowr greet chere that yc made 
me, and of the coste that ye dede on me. Yc dedc more 
cost thannc my wylle was that ye chouldc do, but that it 
picsyd yow to do ao, God gyf mc grasc to do that may 
plcsc yow. Plesyt yow to wet that on Fryday after myn 
dcpartyng frome yow I was at Sudbury and spake with the 
schreve, and Ric. CaJle tolce hym the ij. writts, and he brake vk. 
them, and Ric. hathe the copes of them ; and he seyde he Norfolk 
wolde send the writts to bya undre-schryf and a Iclcr ther-^"'^' "' 
wythj chargyng hym that he achowlde do ther ire as largely 
as he owt to do. And 1 and Ric. informyd hym of the Amwci of 
demcnyng of hp undrchryf, how parciall he hade be with ^^j^'^ 
the other partye, bothe in that mater, and also for the rcj^Ic^yn. 
accionnys beyng in the scher ; and he was nothyng wcl picsyd 
of the demenyng of hys undreschcf, and he hat wretj'n to 
hym that he choulde be indefcrent for bothe partyes acordyng 
to the lawe, bothe for that materys and for alle other. "What 
the undrcschryf wylle do thcrin I wot ncr, for he is not yet 
spokyn with. 

Item, as for Cotton, 1 cntryd in to the plase as on Sunday 
last was, and ther I abode tyll un Wednysday last pasyd, I Margucu 
have left ther John Paston the yonger, Wykes, and other ^iij^-^^^^j 
men for to receive the profyttcs of the maner ; and ayenst the muurium 

day of kepyne of the corte, I hope ther shall be more to£°^.^'* 
I II J-' J Ti T1 111 ■ t D^mmictt 

strcynkyth them, yt it ncde. John Paston hath be with mypToxima 

lordc of Norfolk seyth [j/ff«] wc cntryd, and dysayryd his"""^ 



I (From Piitan M«,, B-M,] This Tetter ti apoftyled in th* handwiiiing of John 
Paaron, and numberFiJ * IllL^ at (h« h»df showing that iC ii of the ume tcquenc? us 
the npirt, which is numbered * V/ and dac«d on the vrry tsme day. la ficf, (he taCE«r 
11 dearLy nothing but a pMltciipl to Ihii, and bean the addmi upon the bac^ nhicti 
this dwb not. 
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14^5 good larchyp to strcynth bym with hys howsoldc men and 
■Htr. 27 other yf ncde be; and he hath promysyd he would do so, 
low"rf ^^^ I **^^^ Ri^- Calle on Tusday to Knc/ett, dysyryng hym 
TWtf de- that he woulde sendc to hys balcy and tenaunts at Mendlesham, 
mcnyng at ^^^^ ^f^^j choulde bc redy to come to John Paston whan he sent 
„ ' - for them ; and he sent a man of his forthwith, chargyng thero 
Nafcton- in ancy wysc that they choulde do so. And he sent me wourde 
be Ric. and hys 3onnc also, yf wcc were not strongc inough, 
that owther he or hys sonne/or bothe yf nede were, wouid 
come with suche feleschipp as they coude gett abowt them, and 
that thei woulde do as feythfully as they towde for yow, bothe 
in that mater and in aJle other. 

Item, on Saterday last was, Jcnncy dcd warnc a corte at 
Calcotte to be holdc thcr in hys name as on Tusday last was^ 
and Debenham de[d] charge another court ther the Sunday 
next after to bc holde ther the same Tusday in hys nuoe. 
And Daubeney had knowlcche ther of, and he dede send on 
Sunday ai nyght to yowr elder sonne, for to have some men 
fro thens ; and so he sent Wykcs and Bernay to hym on 
Mokfngt Monday in the mornyng. And assonc as thci were come to 
of jfnn*y Qsistrc thci scnt for men thcr in the contrc, and so they gctl 
Debenham them in to a iij "' men j and Daubeney and Wekes and Berna 
•(Caicottirod to Calcott the same Munday at nyght with ther felechyp, 
Tuitday ^*^ ther kept them prevye in the pl[a]se, so that non of allc 
neiri bifore the tenaunts kncuc them ther, saf Rysyngs wyflTand her how- 
M>ch ^olde^ tylle the Thcusday at x. of the cTokc, And than Sir '. 
Now your Thomas Brews, Dcbunham the fadrc/ and the knyt hys sonnc,' , j 
COM js Jcnney, Mykelfylde younger, Jcrmyn, and younge Jcrnyngham, fl| 
tU)on,can- ^^d the Baley of Motfordcj with other to the noumbre of a^^ 
yo^7^^ "j-*^ persones, coum fro the sessionnys at Becklys, the whcch 
t'rcndi bt the! hade keppt ther on the day byfor, coume to Seynt Olcvys, 
a°d Youf ^"^ *^^^ *^^^ tcryed and dynyd. And whan thci had dynyd. 
Sir Gylberdc Debenham came to Calcott with xx. hors for to 
wctt what felcchipp thcr was in the piasc. And than Wckcs 
aspyed them commyng ; and he and Bernay and ij. with them 
rode owt to a* spoke with them. And whan Sir Giiberd aspyd 
them comyng, he and his felechipp flcde and rode ayen to Seynt 
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Olovys. And than they sent young Jcrnyngham and the 1465 
Baley of Mottforde to yowr men Icttyng hem wete that the "''^- >7 
Justice of the Pesc wer coum doune with Debunham and t^J^i^Il^a- 
Jenney, to se that the pese choulde be kcpte, and that the i at* 
choulde cnlrc and kepe the courte in pesible wyse. And yowr ^['^^'"P* 
men answcryd and scyd that they kncwc no man was pos- trnbill 
scssyd thcr in, ncr hade no ryght thcrin but yc, and so in your ^T^^- 
name, and in your ryght they scyd they woulde kepyt. And 
so they yedc aycn with thys answer* and wer put fromme thcr 
purp[o]se that day. And all the tenaunts bestes wer put fro 
Calcalcott^ fee, and challe be tylic other remedy maye be 
hadde. Yowr men woulde not kepe ther a cort that daye by 
cause it was warnyd by the tothcr partCj but we wyl do warnc 
a cortc and kcpyt, I hope in hast. Yc wyll Jaugh for to here 
allc the processe of the demenyng thcr, whechc wer to longe 
to writt at thys tyme. Bernay challe telle yow whane he Vetx^t{fU} 
come; but he challe not come to yow tylle after Seynt^""'^' 
Fcythesmesse,* that he maye bryng yow answeres of other ctMionei 
matcrys. It is toldc me the sessionys choullc be her at Norwkt 
Norwlchc or. Tusday next comyrg, and in Suffolk the Ses- ^^.™" 
sionys challe be the same Tusday owther at Dounwyche or at proiinia 
Ypswyche. I suppose ther challe be labowr ayenst soume of P^" 
our folks ther, but we choUe assay to lete ther pourpose yf wcMicheii*. 
maye. It is tolde me yf ther hade no folks a' be left here in D«pn>den- 
thys plase whyll 1 have be owt, they choulde a' be neuc masters ^'* 'jj*."^ 
her by thys tyme ; therfor it is not good to Icve it alone Hcyl«- 
yctt. dm. 

Item, Arblastcr hathe sent a letter to myn Lordc of Oxcne- ^"J^ 
fords tenaunts that be ncrrest abowt Cotton to help John Paston o*oniE 
yf they be sent to, &c. p™ 

Item, I was thys daye with myn Lorde of Norwyche atcotion, 
Thorppe, and informyd hym of the demenyng of the mater for EpiM»|>u> 
Drayton chyrche, and of allc the demenyng and parcialte of ^'>™*'' 
Master John Solatt and YpswcU ; and also I informyd whatc^„j^ jc 
disposLssion that they were of that were upon the quest. 0^7100. 
And in good fcyth me thynkyth by hym that he is ryght ille L'te ytmr 
plesyd that the mater was so gydyt. He scyde to me ryght ^^JJj°^", 

1 Sain MI. ■ Ath Odobcr. 
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1465 plcynlj that the JugU dede not thcrin as thci owght to do, anil 
ttPT. »7 he scyd thowe 1 haddc hade noo councdl, the he howght of 
b^fth^* ryght to have assyngyd mc councell suchc as I haddc dyssyrid ; 
but he scydc he wyst well he dcdc in that mater as he have do 
in other matcrys byfor Me thynlcyth by suche thynges 1 
harde ther that the seyd Master John ncr the tother is not 
grettly in conseyt at thys tyme ; and so tolde me Aschefylde 
in councell. What the cause was he myght have no leyser to 
telle me. I mcvyd my lordc in the mater acordyng to the 
intent of yowr wrytyng yf ancy axcion wcr take ; uid he seyd 
fcythcfutly yf it myght prevaylc yow, he wouldc with ryght 
good wyllc that it choulde be doo ; and cllys he woulde not in 
noo wyse that it choulde be doo. And he dyssyryde me to 
sende to hym auche as be of yowr councell lernyd, that they 
myght comune with hym therin, for he seyd he woulde not ye 
choulde take non axcion thetin withowt it myght provayle. 
He was well payed that 1 toldc hym that ye woulde not do 
thcrin withowt hya Icnowlcchc and assent ; and he scyd he 
woulde do thcrin as he woulde do yf the mater wer hys owne. 
Be avyse of yowr councell, 1 purpose to sende Loumnowr and 
Playter to commone with hym therin. He seyd he woulde 
feync that ye wer owt of troble ; and he seyd, yf he myght doo 
owght to helppc yow fonvardc in ancy of yowr materys^ he 
swore by hcys fcythe he wodc do hys parte fcythfully therin. 
He purp[o]syd to be at London thys terme, and thanuc he 
seyd he woulde speke with yow of maney thyngs ; he wychcyd 
hcrtclcy that he myght have spoke with yow on owr. He 
mevyd to mc of a mater of a jcntyllman of Cornale- He seyd 
he woulde speke with yow therof her after; yf it myg;ht be 
browt to, it myght do meche good in maney thyngis. I hardc 
yow onys speke of the same ; ye tolde mc ye hade be mcvyd 
to therof by other, " ~~ 

Item, I received at letter fromc yow yesterday, wherof I 
thanke yow hcrtcly, and 1 prayc yow that I maye be as ye 
writt- And as for suche matcrys as Sir Thomas Howys 
choulde be spoke to for^ 1 sent Ric, Calle this day to speke 
with hym, but he myght not speke with hym ; but as hasCcly 

■ Sa No, Soy. 
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&s I may I challe do myn parte co spede the crands and other. 

Jt is toldc mc that Sir Thomas wyll ressyng Mautby chyrchc, 

and yf it plcsyd yaw to gc/c it to on Sir Thomas Lyndis, I 

tniste vcrcly that yc chouldc Ickc hym ryght well, for he is rit 

a prystly man arid vcrCusly dysposyd. I have knowc hym this 

XX, ycr nnd mor ; he was brother to the goode parsonc of 

Seynt Michellys that yc lovyd ryght well ; and yf he myght 

havyt he woulde Itepc an howsolde therupoii and bylde (?) well 

the plase (?) ; and therof have it grete nede, for it is now rit 

cvyll rcparyd, and 1 wott well he woll be rulyd and gydyt as 

yc wyll have hym. I prayc yow, yf it pScac yow that he have 

it, that it lekyth yow lo sendc mc an answer by the bcrrcr wumwi* 

herof. 

Item, 1 have do spoke for yowr worstedc " but ye may rot 
have it tylle Halowmesse ; and thane I am promysyd ye challc 
have as fyne as mayc be made. Ric. Calle challe bryng it up 
with hym. 

Wrctyn the Fryday next before Michclmas day. 



6ii 

MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON' 
To my ryght wcrschipfuil husbond, John Paston^ in haste. 




I 



^ 



TEM, it was tolde mc thys day that Master John Salatt 
hathc made a serge in the regestrc this monethc aftre the 
wylles and testements of suche as bought the maners of 
Heylesdon and Drayton this c, yere, and be that hathe they 
foundc suche evidence as schal be gret strenghthyng to the 
Duks titdc, as it is scidc. I undrestondc vcrcly that Mastre 
John Salct is all on that partyc, and no thyng with you, 

■ See No. 609, p. 188, Notr a- 

' [From Partem Msa.,B.M,J Thii letter ia apostyW in the handwriting of John 
Paiton, and numbered ' V" ai the htad. Ai it refet* to P^meona dispute with the 
Duke of SuHbJk about ihft rrunon of Hellesden and Dra^on^ it edi»i bebne to the 
ye»r 1465- The reader will also perceive (hat it containtan alluiioti to John PastonV 
imprisonment in the FJeef, and to my Lord Perey^ t»Iio it mentioned in Letter 605, 
id w 
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146; Item, as for the bill that ye sent to Sir Thomas Howys 

«pr- 17 touchyiig on Edmond Carvyll and on Frauncca, I wotc ncr 
whether he had hem or nought, for he is not spoken vrith yctt 
in the maters. As wee spede owr materys, we chall sende yow 
answers of them as hastely as we maye. At the rcvercnse or 
Godj spede ye yowr marerys that ye maye come owte of that 
loggyng that yc ar In as haslcly as yc maye, for I have non 
fanscy with some of the felcchipp, I toldc yow, as mc thowth^ 
I praye yow be ware, &c. 

I praye yow yf it plese yow that I may be recommaundydj 
to my Lorde Percy, and to myn mastres, and to my Lordc 
Ahott. And I pray God bryng yow and them owt of treble, 
and send yow good spede in alle yowr materys. Wretyn in 
hastj the Fryday next afor Michcllmcs. 

Be yowr, M> P- 

Yf it plese yow to send aney thyng by the bcrer herof, he 

is trusty inough. 



6t2 
sir john paston to john paston* 

[To] his ryghf wftnchypfui \fd\dre John Pajion^ *^«f 
[iji f]hff Fiese 4>t London^ be thys deiyvercd. 

RYGHT Worschypful Syr, in the most lowly wyse 1 
recomand me co you. Pleasyth it you to wet that I 
sente you a letter but lafc agoo, in whych letter I Ictc 
you have undcratondyng that if it plcasyd yow to grantc and 
asaente thcrto, Syr Thomas Howes woldc rcsyngnc the bcnc- 
fysc of Mawteby to a ful prestly man of Norwych callyd Sir 
Thomas Lyndya,whom I suppose ye have knolcch of> Ncvcr- 
thclesse I wole wele he hath not ben grettly aquentyd with 
you. But I and he have ben moch aquentyd to geder, and I 

J {hk. in Pembmkr Collrgt^ Ciiinbndgc,] ThJa Irtirr, as wilJ brsren, AUHritr^C 
in 146; oa the ume day at Margirrt Putrtn k iwo Irtten, Nok 6io» 6tt. 

19^ m 




EDWARD IV 

understond and knowe hys vertews Icvyng and dysposicion 1+65 
ryghc welc ; whyche hcraffitr, I wote wele, sholdc please you 'Err. 17 
ryght wcle. And that letter whyche I sentc you as 1 uudcr- 
stode syns Nycholas Caiman the bcrer thcr of came not owtc 
of Norwych iiij- or v, daycs after that the bylle waa delyveryd 
hym ; wherefor I am in dowte whyther it is come to your 
handes. 

Whych causyth me to wryght to you ageyn in thys wyse, 
bcsechyng yow, [f it plese yow that the seyd Sir Thos Lyndys 
schal be of your promotyngc in the wyse above wrctyn that 
there it lykc you that 1 may have answer by the bcrcr hcrof ; 
whych schal tary at London a day or ij,, and not passyngc 
No more to yow at thys tymCj but Alle myghty God have yow 
in guydynge. Wretyn at Heylesdon the Fryday next bytore 
Scynt Mychell. 

By yowr older sone, John Paston- 



613 
SIR JOHN PASTON TO JOHN PASTON^ 

1'q my ryth reverrend and worchtffuU fadriy 
John Pauon, be thys delyveryd. 

AFTYR all humbyll and most due recomendacion, as oct. 5 
lowly as 1 can, I beseche yow of your blyssyng. 
Plesyc yow Co have knowl^e that as on Sonday next 
be for Myhelmas Day, as my mody^ came fro London ward, 
ache cam homward by Cotton^ and schc sent for me to Heylys- 
don to come to hyr thedyr, and so I have ben In the plase 
ever scthyn. And as sone as Myhelmas Day was past, I 
begane to dystreyne the tenants, and gadryd some syllvyr, as 
mychc, I trowe^ as wyll pay for our costs ; and yet I cepe here 
ryth a good fclawschep, and mor wcr promysyd me, whyche 

^ [From Frnn^ iv. So.J The Brgnaturc oF [hit kcttr, accordiQg tc Che fac-utnjJe 
referred to by Fvnn, ii Ehil of Sir Jotin PvEon, th? eldest son of the perton addirntd. 
The date it andoublFdIv 14.&;, u it v^iW be upn by Letter £10 that Maf^aiet Puton 
eatei«d Cottof] oa Sunday before Michaciina* in that year. 
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that came not to mc, whcrby I was ncr dcscyvyd. For when 
Dcbnam herd sey how that I began to gadyr sylvyr, he rcysyd 
many men with in j. daye and an halfe, to the nombyr of iij^ 
men, as I was credebly assartaynyed by a ycman of the chambyr 
of my Lordys^ that owythe me good wyU, whech yeman, as 
sone as he had sene tfier felauschep, rod streyth to my Lord 
and iiiformyd hym of It ; and also he informyd my Lord how 
that I had gadryd a nothyr grct fclashschcp, whychc fclawschcp 
he namyd more than wc wer by j'^ and an halfc and yett more. 
And he seyd on to my Lord and my Lady, and to their consell, 
that with owt that my Lord toolc a dyrectyon in the mater, 
that ther wer leek to be do gret harme on bothe oure pertyes, 
whcche wer a grct dyiworchcp to my Lord, conscderyng how 
that he takyth us bothe for hys men, and so wc be knowyn 
well inow. Upon whyche informacion, and dysworchcp to my 
Lord, that tweyn of hys men schold debat so ner hym, contrary 
to the Kyngs pese^ consedryd of my Lord and my Lady and 
ther cownscll, my Lord sent for me and Syr Gylberd Debnara 
to come to hym to Framiyngham bothe, and as it fortunyd well 
my modyr come to me to Cotton rot half an owyr be for that 
the mcscnger came to mc fro my Lord^ whcchc was late upon 
Twysday last past at nyth ; and the next day on the mornyng 
1 rod to my Lord to Framiyngham, and so ded Syr Gylberd 
also. And as sone as we wer come, we wer sent for to come 
to my Lordj and when we come to my Lord, he desiyryd of us 
bothe that we schoM neythyrtbyr gadyr no fclawschep, but 
sychc men as wc had gadryd that we schold send hem home a 
yen, and that the coort schold be contcnuyd in to the tymc 
that my Lord, or suchc as he wold asyngne, had spok bothe 
with yow and Yelverton and Jenncy, and that on indefercnt 
man chosyn by us bothe schold be assynyd to kepe the plasc in 
10 the tymc that ye and they wer spook with. 

And then I answcd my Lord, and seyd how that at thut 
tymc I had my maistyr within the mancr of Cotton, whyche 
was my modyr> and in to the tymc that I had spook with hyr 
I cowd geve none answer; and so my Lord sent Rychord 
Fulmerstorij berer hereof, to my modyr thys day for an 



* The Duke of Norfolk- 
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answer, whyche answer he schold bryng to my Lord to 

Londorij for my Lord rod to Londons word as yesterday, 
and the soner be cause he trustyd to have a good end of 
this mater and alle othyr be twyx yow, whyche he takyth 
for a grct worchcp to hym, and a grct avantagc bothc, and 
he cowd bryng this mater abowt> for then he wold trust to 
have your sCTvysc, allc whyche wcr to hym gret trcsour and 
avantage. 

And this was the answer that my modyr and I gave hym, 
thai at the instana of my Lord and my Ladye we wold do 
thus myche as for to put the coort in conlcnuans, and no 
more to rcccyvc of the profyta of the maner than wc had, 
and had dystresid for tyll in to the tym that sche and I 
had wcrd ayen fro my Lord and yow, if so wer that they 
wold ncythyr mak entreys nor dystreyn the tenantys^ nor 
chepe no coort mor then we wold do. And we told Rychord 
Fulmerston that thys my modyr and I ded at the instans and 
gret request of my Lord, be cause my Lord inCendyd pes, 
whyche rcsonably we wold not be aycnat, and yet we seyd we 
knew well that we schold have no thank of yow when ye knew 
of it, with owt ic wcr be cause we ded it at my Lordys instans. 
But be for thys answer we had rcceyvyd as myche sylvyr full 
ner as Rychord Calle sent us bokys of for to gadyryt bye ; 
and as for the posscssyon of the plase, wc told hym that we 
wold kepc it, and Syr Gylberd agreyd, so that Yclvcrton and 
Jcncy would do the same ; for iC was tymc for hym to scy so, 
for my Lord told hym that he wold hym fast by the feet ellya, 
to be suyr of hym, that he schold make non insurreccions in 
to the tyme that my Lord came ayen fro London. 

I wene, and so dothe my modyr bothe, that thys appoynt- 
ment was mad in good tyme; for I was dcseyvyd of bcttyr 
than an C. men and an halfe that I had promysc of to have 
come to me when I sent for hem. Thys promes had I bcfor 
that I sent to yow the last lettyr the dayc afryr Seynt Myheil. 
Jcnney herd seye that I cepyd Cotton, and he rod to Nacton^ 
and ther held a cort and receyvyd the profytys of the maner. 

I beseche yow that 1 may have knowlagc in hast fro yow 
ye wyll that I be dcmenyd in thys mater and in al othyr^ and 
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1465 I schal aplye me to fulfyll your intent in them to my power by 
<x^T, ) the grace of God, whom 1 beseche have yow in guydyng, and 
scnde yow yowyr herCs desyir. Wretyn at Hemnalle Halle, 
in Cotton, ihc Thursday next bcfor Scynt Fcythc, 

My modyr recomandyth her to yow, and prcyith yow to 
hold hyr excu&yd that sche wrytyth not to yow at thys tymc, 
for sche may have no leyser. The berer her of schall informe 
yow whedyr Jeney wyll agrc to thys appoyntmcnt or not. I 
thynlc he dar do non othyr wyse. 

Your sone and lowly ser vaunt, 

John Pastov. 
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THE DUKE OF NORFOLK TO JOHN PASTON, 

THE YOUNGEST' 

To owr trusfy and enUriy hthvtd ^trvaunt^ 
hhn Pastor^ Esquyr. 

The Deuice of Norff, 

RYGHT welbeloved servaunt, y grete yow herdy welle^ 
scrtefyng that we shullc be at fuUe age on Fryday 
nexst comyng. Wherfor, wclc con say led be the 
Lordcs of owr Consayle and odcr of owr Consaylc, that yc, 
on of owr scrvaunts of howsholde, with odcr, be with us at 
London on Fryday or Saterday nexst comyng at the fflirdest^ 
too a companye us thann too owr worshyp, for we shuU have 
thann levery of owr landes and offyces ; and that ye IFayle ua 

^ [From Fcnn, iv. 61.] John Movrbiay, third Duke of Norfolk, died on llic 6U1 
November 14^1. h app»ra bj the Inqunition* poit rnorrem, i Edward LV., No. ^. 
duu Jr>hii» hit wc and !vULC(»or in the uiit^ wa« srvtntccn y»rs old on St, Luke'i 
Day oath Octobci) in (hi*t year- He muai therefore have been bom on the tltli 
October 1444, and vrould have been of full aee on Friday, i8th Odober 1465- The 
John Patton, Esq., to whom this Letter n-u addreBscd, must have been the yonngeK of 
chat n^me, who, u we have »een t^tady, had been aerving in the Duite'^ household. 
Hii father wai at this time a pnsoner la the Fleet, to ihat the letter could not have 
been initDded far him. 
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not^ zs yc woll have owr good Lordcshyp in tymc comyng; 146; 
and also that 7c doo warne owr ffccde men ^ and scrvaants, ocr. la 
suchc as be nye too yow, that they be thcr thann in owr 
Icvcrcy. Y wrclon the xij. day of October- 

NoRFF, 
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THE DUKE OF SUFFOLK'S ATTACK ON 
HELLESDON^ 

THYS be the parcel! underwrytcn of 3uch godys as were w:r. 14 
taken and beren away at Haylesdon, of John Pastons, 
hys sones and hys servaunts by the Duk of Suffolk 
servaunta and tenaunts the xiiij, day of October the v. yere 
of Kyng E. the iiij'% the whych day the place of Haylesdon 
was broken and puUyd dowyn, &c. 

In primis, thcr was lost of John Pastons thcr at that tymc 
in bcddyng ij, fteder bedds with ij. bolsters, iiij. materas, with 
iiijp bolsters; a grete seler with the tcstor, and iij. cortcyns of 
whyte lynen cloth, and a coverlyte of whyte werstede longyng 
thcrto. 

Item, a selere with a testorc, and iij. cortcyns of blewe 
bokcram with a covcrytig of blew wcrstcdc longyng thcrto; 
V. pylowys of dowyn, vj, covcrlyts of wcrk of dyvcrs colors, 
vj, payr blankcttys, ij» payr shytes of iij, wcbbys, ij, hedshytcs 
of ij. webbys, vj. payre shytes of ij, wcbbys, \j. basons of 
pewter, and iij. candelstykks of latyn for the chamber. 

Item^ in primis^ vj_ bord clothys, vj. towc!lys^ xij. nap- 
kyns, vj. candelstykks of laton, ij. saltsalcrs of sylvcr, ij. salt- 
salers of pewter, ij. basons of pewter with ij. ewers, a barell of 
vyneger, a barell of vergyous, xij. ale stondys, ij, pantre knyves, 
a pyce of sylver, a pype for brede, a ale stole, xij, spones of 
sylver, &c. 



' Those nho hrld landb of the Dak.F as their lupcrior. 
* [Pium nBodl. M^,] 
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The Bro%uhcrH, 

1465 Icenij a grete lede to brew v, comb malte with one plaw- 

ocT- 14. yngj a ma)rshsatc, ij, kylytig sates, vj, kylers, ij. cicnsyng sates, 
a taptroghj a temps to dense, with a scyppe to bcrc malcc^ a 
syff to syft maltc, a bultyng p/pc, ij. kncdyng satys, a mold- 
ing bord. 

The Kychyn, 

Item, ij. dosyn pewter vcssell, liij. grete bras pannes^ iii. 
potts of bras, j, greddyron, ij. broches, j, dressyne knyiF, j, 
morter of marbcll with a pcstcll, j. lilcll panne of orasof di. 
galon, ij pothoks, \]. rakks of yron, ij. brcndclctts, a almary 
to kepc in mete, j. axe to clyre wode, ij. saltyng satys to saltc 
in fflesh. 

Gere taken owt afthe Chyrck. 

Item, in the stcpcU, ix. sheffc arwys, ix, bawys, ij. hand- 
gonnca, itij* chambers for gonnys, Ij. mallya of Ledc, ij. jakks. 

Item, in the church, a purs and iij. gold ryngs, a coler of 
sylver of the Kyngs lyvery and a nobyll of viijj. iiij^, the 
whych was Wykys. 

Item^ a syde gowne of blewe of Wyks. 

Item, a stokkc gonne with iij, chambers. 

Gere k^ken cwie of the Chaumher of Ric. Calh, 

Item, a syde morrey gowne, a dobelet of blak satyn, a 
payre hosyn, a jakks, the polronds of a payr brygandcrs <^ 
rede satcyn ffiign 

Item, a payr of lai^c tabellcs of box, pris vjj. viij*/. 

Item, a staiFe, pris iijj, iiijc/. 

Item, boke of Frcnsh, pris iijj» iiijij, 

Gere lakcn away of Margeret Pascom. 

Item, an unce of gold of Venyse, di. pype of gold damask, 
di. unc' of gold of Gene, an unc' of sylk, a li, of thredc, a 
close glassc of yvery, a greic combe of yvere, a fync kerchy of 
fync Holond cloth, a quarter of blak yelwet. 
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Gere Qf hhanne Gaym, 

Item, a ryng of gold with a dyamonics, a typet of sir- 
senet^ a robyJI of xj,, a nobyll viijj, myd. 

Gere of John ff^yks. 

Item, a dobclct of blak fuatcj^n, a hers harnys, vjj, a gray 
hers, pris xls., xj. shcrtys, pris iiij;, 

/f'HL Bedfird. 
Item, a Normandy byll and a bawe, pris of them both vj/. 

John Boteler. 

Item, a payr botys, a payr sporys, a shert, a cappe, a hatte, 
a dobclct, a payr hosyn, a brydcll, ij. crcpcrs, v. slon of wall, 
Kxx. wcIfcUySj a spcrc staff, 

Shepe. 

Item, taken away uppon Draytun grounde at on tymc by 
the baylly of Cosscy and others, CC- shcpc callyd hoggys. 

Itcm> at a nothcr tymc, uppon the same ground^ iiij"- 
hoggya and xl. theyves. 

item, at a nother tyme, at Haylcsdon, by the baylly of 
Cossey and Bottesford and other, iviij'''' moder ahype and 
CCCC, lambes. 



Memorandum, a gowne of Richard Calle, pris ixj., j- peyr 

hosen, iijj., j, swerd, iijf., ij, bonets, \y j, jaick, xxvjj. 

viiji/H,j. schert, iijj, iiijt/. 

Memorandum, the pullyng downe of the place at Hey- 
lesdcn, to the hurts and skaChes of 

Item, the pullyng downe of the loggc of Hcylcsdcn. 

Item, the distroyng of the warync at Heylesdon. 

Item, , - . . the maner and the warreyn. 

Item, memorandum, the rydyngs and costs ofFsuthe. 
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1465 Memorandum, the assaw made uppon Marg. Paston, 

**"■ '+ John Paston, at Heylysdon beeffor the place was . . - _ 

- » 

Memorandum, the imprisonment off Sir John Paston in 

the Flet and in the Kyngs Bcnche. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON* 

N Tuesday in the morwyn whas John BoCillcr, othcr- 
wyse callid John Palmer, and Davy Arnald your 
cook, and William Malthows of AylEham> takyn ac 
Heylesdon be the balyf of Ey callid Bottisforth, and led for 
to Cosacy, and thcr thci kcpc hem yet with ought any warant 
or autoryte of Justice of Peas, And the! sayc ihel will carie 
hem forth to Ey preson, and as many as thei may gctc more 
of your men and tcnaunts^ that thci may know that owe yow 
good wyll or hath be to you ward, thci be thret to be alayn op 
presoned. The Duke came to Norwich^ on Tuesday at x, of 
clok with the nombre of v, hundred men. And he sent after 
the Meyr and Alderman with the Sherefs dcsiryng hem in the 
Kyngs name that thci shuld take an enqucrauncc of the con- 
stablys of every ward with in the cytc what men shuld a go on 
your party to have holpyn or socowryd your men at any tyme 
of thcs gaderyngs, and if any thei cowdc fynde, that thei shuld 
take and arest hym and correct hym, and also certifie hym 
the names on Wyndenesse day [PP'ednesday] be viij, of clok. 
Which the Meyr dede, and wull do anythyng that he may for 
hym and his- And her up on the Meyr hath arestid on diat 
was with me callid Robcrd Lovcgold, brascr. and threte hym 
that he shall be hanged be the nek; whcrfor I wuld that ther 

1 [Prom Panan U^5., B,M,] This lerter 11 rot addrcswd. Hit jicpmi uiidoubtnlly 
fd have bffti inirndtd for tjit wnttr't husband. Tht atiack upon thr lodgv al 
Hellndtn httf rcfrrrpd ro wu in 1465, ai- apppan by the Jptirr LinnL^diatrljr fot lowing. 

■ "Norwich/ — This word » Intprliiifd, the writrr haviTig originally nrictnt 'thu 
lourn,^ and ifTcrwardi iinjck out tht word ' tovm.' 
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myght come down a writ to rcmevc hym if yc thynk it be to 
do- He was not with mc not save that Harlcston and other 
mad the assaught up on me and Lammesse ; he is right good 
and feythfull on to you, and therfore 1 wuld he had help. I 
have non man at this tyme to avayte upon me chat dare be 
avowyd but Lilill John, William Nawton is here with me, 
but he dare not ben avowyd, for he is sore thrct. It is told 
me the old Lady ajid the Duke is set fervently ageyn us be 
the enformacion of Harlesdon, the Bayly of Cossey and 
Andrewys and Doget the balys sone, and suych other fals 
shrcwys the which wuJd have thes mater born ought for ther 
owyn pleser ; the which causith an^ evyll noyse in this centre 
and other places. And as for Sir John Hcvcnyngham, Sir 
John Wyndcfctd and other wurchcpfull men ben mad but her 
doggeboldes;* the whichc I suppose wull turne hem to dis- 
wm"chep here after- I spake with Sir John Hevenyngham 
and cnformed hym with the trough of the mater, and of all 
owyr demenyng at Drayton, and he seid he wuld that all 
thyng wcr welc, and that he wuld en/orme my lord as I seid 
to hym, but Harlcston had all the words and the rcwle with 
the Duke here, and after his avysc and Doctor Alcynes he was 
avyacd here at this tyme. 

The logge and the remenaunte of your place was betyn 
down on Tuesday and Wednesday, and the Duke rode on 
Wcdnysday to Drayton and so for to Cossey whille the Ic^ge 
at Heylcsdon was in the betyng down. And this nyght at 
raydnyght Thomas SIcyforth, Grcnc Porter, and Joh. Botcs- 
forth the Baly of Eye, and other, had a cart and fetched 
awcy fcthcrbcddcs, and all the stuife that was left at the 
parsones^ and Thorn Wateres hows to be kept of owrs. 1 
shall send you billes er after, as ncr as I may, what stuffc wc 
have forborn. 1 pray you send me word how ye will that I 
be dcmencd, whedcr ye wull that [I]* abide at Caystcr or 

* The old woid 'dogbotl ' aetcis lo hitvc mcinE a ktvjIc folWci, croDc bound 
to flrait (he couimanda of anothtr. Thus in LiJly'i Traguail Comttiii a) AUjcandtr 
and Campmpe, where Manci compUim ihai he serves a miatrr whose house i> a tub, 
Granlchtift remarks 'That Diogenei thai dog shc^jld have Manea ihat dogbolt il 
gricTeih nature and ipkeih art.' ' Omitied in us. 
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1465 come to you to London. I have no leyser to write more. 
OCT' 17 God have yow in His kepyng. Wrctyn at Norwich on Sent 
Lukes Evyn. M- P. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON' 

lo my rygki wyrshyp/uil hQsbond, John Pasion^ 
be tkys defend in hasL 

•^^■^7 T^ YGHT wyrshypfull hosbond, I rccomand me to you. 
rC Pica3c it you to wytc that I was at Haylcsden uppon 
-*" *" Thcrsday lastc passyd, and sey the place thcr, uid 
in godc fcyth thcr wyll no cryatur thynke how fowlc and 
orubelly it ys arayed but yf they sey it. Ther comyth moch 
pcpyll dayly to wonder iher uppon, both of Norwych and of 
other placys, and they speke shamfutly thcroC The Ouck 
had be bctcr then a iWJi. that it had never be don ; and ye 
have the more godc wyll of the pepyll that it ys so foyllc don. 
And they made youre tenauntys of Haylesdon and Drayton, 
with other^ to help to breke down the wallys of the place and 
the loggc both, — God know)th full evyll ayensi ther wyliys, 
but that they derst no notherwyssc don for ferre, 1 have 
spoken with your cciiauntys of Haylesdon and Drayton botJv 
and pullc hem in comfort as well as I cannc. The Duck ys 1 
men rcnsackyd the church, and bare a way all the godc that ^A 
was Icftc thcr, both of ours and of the tcnaunt3. and Icftc not ^^ 
so itioch but that they stodc uppon the hey awter, and ran- ^^ 
sackyd the images, and toke a way such as they myght fynd, 
and put a way the parson owte of the church till they had 
don, and ransackyd every mans hous In the towne v. or vj. 
tymys. And the chyiF maystcrs of robbyng was the BaylJy of 
ty, the Baylly of Stradbrokc, Thomas Slyford, and Porter; 
and Slyford was the chyff robber of the chcrch, and he hath 

1 [FroTT FtnUt iv. 3a6j The Eve of Si, Simon and Jcide it Ihv 17th October* 
II Fell oil Suadi}' in the ^lar l+(^^- 
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most of the robbery next the Baylly of Ey. And as for Icdc, 
bras, pewter, yrcn, dorys, gatys, and other stufk of the hous» 
men of Coshay and Causton have it, and that thay myght not 
cary, thay have hewcn it a sonder in the most dysspytuosc 
wyse. Yf it myght be, 1 wold sora men of wyrshop myght 
be send from the Kyng to see how it ys both ther and at the 
logge, or than any snowys ^ com, that they may make report of 
the troth, cilys it shall not mo be seyn so playnly as it may row. 

And at the rcvcrcns of God, spydc your maters nowc, for 
it ys to orybell a cost and trobcll that we have now dayly, and 
most have tyll it be other wysc; and your men dar not goo 
abowte to gedcr uppc your lyfflode, and we kype here dayly 
more than xxx. persons for savacyon of us and the place, for, 
in very trowght, and the place had not be kypyd strong, the 
Duck had come hcthcn Arblaslcr ihynketh vcrely that Hugh 
a Fen may do moch in your maters, and he thynkyth that he 
wolc do for you faythfully, yf ye wyll, &c. 

At the revercns of God, yf any wyrshypfull and profetabile 
mene may be take yn your maters, for sake it not in cschuyng 
of our trobcll and gret costs and charges that we have, and 
may growc here after. It ys thoght here that y( my Lord 
of Norffolk wolld take uppon hym for you, and that he may 
have a comyssyon for to enquer of such ryotts and robberycs 
as hath be don to you and other in thys contray, that then all 
the contray wyll a waytc uppon hym, and serve your cntent ; 
for the pepyll lovyth and dredyth hym more then any other 
lord except the Kyng and my Lord of Warwyk, &c. 

God have you in Hys kypyng» and send ous godc tydyngs 
from you, Wiytcn in haste, uppon the Sonday Scynt Symon 
and Judc ys Evyn, 

By yours, M. P. 

^ Fron rcimrku thu if we may jud^ trom ihc mention of enow m ihii plicc^ the 
wiatciB began cnrHei in iboAC diya thui they do now. But pcrhiipt Marguct wu 
QLily urging the Dcceiaiiv gf cinicJy utJon, ukmg into connideriiuoii ibe oiduiaiy 
dcUya o( ■uiton. Wc bar? Kcn, hgwcver, from Letter 609 that in the ymt 1465 
thctc iiiuat have been uTLu&ually cold vrcithcf cvca ia the bcgkimlng of Sepccmber. 
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MESSAGE TO SIR WILLIAM YELVERTON ' 
I'his is the InsSruccion for the Messenger^ 

THAT yc gretc well Sir William Yelverton, letyiig 
hym wete in our behalf we be informed that ccrteyn 
pcrsoncs, in the name of the right worshipfiill our 
cosyn the Due of Suffolk, have enterid in the manoir of 
Drayton that was FastolfTcs, and have dreven from the seid 
manoir and other xtij^ shep and other bestes pastured upon 
the scid manoir. Notwithstandyng, we mervcyle gretly that 
the seid Sir William, his sones and servauntes, as it is scid, 
flssiste and comfort the seid persones so cntryng and with- 
drawyng the seid catell, seying that he is nameci both fcffe and 
executour. And all be it so that there is variaunce bithwcne 
hym and our wclbclovid John Paston in our coort, conscrnyng 
as well the seid manoirs as other goodcs that were Sir John 
Fastolffcs, whom God assoyle, yit is may not acordc with 
worship and consiens for the seid Sir William to assiste the 
distruccion of the seid manoirs and goodes in the meane tyme. 
Wherfore wc desire hym that he woll do his devoir effect- 
ually to help to save the seid manoirs from all such pretense 
of titell, and to cause the seid catels to be restored to the 
manoirs aforeseid, and not to be withdrawen and distroyed 
as they be ; and that he do his feithfull part in this behalf 
acordyng to the trust that he was put in, as we may do for 
hym in tyme to come. 

1 [Fram PuFon M59.| B.M,] This appean to be a in«iuge from the King 
rebuking Judge Yelverton for patti;:ui(hLp m auistmg the Duke of Suffolk igiiuBt 
Paaeon in hi» entry into the manor of Drayton- The date li therefore 14.^5. The 
v$., however, \% only a corrected draft, uid it ii not certain that auch a meisage wu 
actually tent 
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JOHN WYMONDHAM TO JOHN PASTON 
7'd my worchipfui ccsyn, John Fasten. 

RYGTH worchipful cosyn, I comaunde me to vow. And '4^S(0 
forasmoch as thcr was a child dcd at Astcles, and on *'^'' '** 
other lik to be dcd in the same place, what tyme that 
I rode oute aboute my Htil livelod, my Lady and I bothe 
thoughte pite on my mastres your wif to se her abide ther, 
and desirid here to com to my pore hous on to soch tymc as ye 
shuld a be othJrwise avised, wychc, if it plese yow, I am right 
we] apaied. 

Sylhen, 1 undirstandc be my lady that ye desire to knowe 
whcdyr that I ahuldc abide here stillc or nowc [or m\ As to 
that, 1 have non other place that I wold abide at, and my lady 
seith how she is avised to ende hir lif here. Also she seith 
how ye desire to have a stabil with inne my plas ; and as to 
that, afeith, sir, I have none, but that mjst nedis serve for my 
wodc. As for a chambrc, ye shall have on for your men al 
rcdy, and as touching a stabil. Sir John Sparham and I have 
gote yow on ther \whsre\ your hora 3tode the last tymc ye 

' [From Fcmi, iv. 140.] Aa to the date of itiia Icttei, wc «□ gnly reproduce 
wbat IS raid of ii by Sir John Penii : ' John Wymondhim, £h|., the writer of ihj> 
leiier» married Mirgcj^, the daughter of Sir Ruben Cliftwi, ICiiight, of Denver, in 
Ngjfoltt And ^idow of Sir Edward HAStiiigBi uFElsin^, Koigtit. He ihcrcfore cxLJs 
her " My Lady," He died ja 1474. 

'He purchaicJ the manor and tatatc a( Fclbrlgg. of the tfOBtccs uf Sir Simon 
Fclbrisgi where be bad resided \ bui odcc in hli absence Sii John Fclbrl^ made a 
forcible entry, and dragging out hit Ladf by the hair of htr head, who had Lock-ed 
herself up in a cKamber to keep po^K^&ioti, got inio pDa»eii;i'ton, and mained i( (ill 
Wymonahiim obtained the King'n older to Thomas Mouigonicty, Esq., High Sheriff 
of ;hc county, to puc him again into possession. The dispinc wat then settled wUb 
Sir John Pribiigg, and upon Wymondham^a i^aying to him 200 inirks [XiBS : <& - S] 
he reJca»d hit ? bJios. &<:. 

' This Jetter aeeins to have been writteii diinag the lime that he wai diapoucssed 
of Fdbrigg, and which must have been tiibcr before the year 14,61 or r466, ihoic 
being the years in which Sir Thoniat Monigomery was ShprilF of Norfolk, and as 
J. PastoiL at ihii lime kcixis to have been under miifortnnet, 11 was probably near 
Uic latter year. I have therefore ventured^ though doubtfiJIy, to datf i he letter in 
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^4^5(0 wc« '" this town, and an hows to ley innc hey and straw, and 
■or. to cost yow not but making of a rak and a mangcourj aiid more 
to your case there than here ; and yf ye wyl that it be made 
redy for yow, send werd be the bringcr of this letter. And, 
cosyn, as towching to paiment, I can rot sey how ye shal be 
p]ea.sid with my pore fare, but aflir that ye am com home, and 
am aqwcintid there with, we shal so acorde as shal be plesir to 
us bothe, with the grace of God. which have [you] in Hia 
blissid governaunce, and send yow your modcris bHssing. 
Wrcten at Norwich, on Seint Martyn is Even- 
Your poer cosyn and ffrend, 

J. WymondhamT 

And how that ever yc do, hold up your manship. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON » 

T'ff my Rightwurshipfnll hoshnJ^ John Patron^ 
he this deiyveryd in hast, 

RIHT worchipfull hosbondj 1 recomand me to yow, 
praying yow to wete that I have rcceyvid the mony 
that Mayster Brakle had of yow, wherof he hath ageyn 
V. marc, uppon pledgis of the too basonys thai yc had of hym 
tyll ye come horn. As for cloth for my gowiic, I can non 
gcCc in this town better than that 13 Oiat I send yow an 
exsample of, whiche me thynkith to symple bothe of colour 
and of cloth, "Wherfor 1 pray yow that ye woll vouchesaiif 
to do bey for me iij, yerdis and j. quarter of scche as it 
picasith yow that I shuld have, and what colour that pleaset 
TOW, for in godc feyth I have do sowte all the draperis schopis 
m this town, and her is right febill chcys. Also 1 pray yow 
that yc woll do bey a loff of gode sugour and di. j. lb, [half 
cm pGmd'\ of hoil synamun, for ther is non gode in this town ; 

' [Add, Ma. lJi597i f" "*] The year in which this kttcr wmi ?niltea n allogttha 
uELun^iin. 
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FUNERAL OF LADY KATHARINE HOWARD ^ 



THIS wrytenge, made at Stokcneylond the v'^ yer of 
Kynge Edward the iiii"' and the morowc next afftei 
Sowlemc5SC day, wytnesseth that this day and jcr a 
bovc said my lady, dame Katercn Howard, departed to God, 

1 [Add. yti^ ?4i3Sr^i (■ ^S^J 'Soulmas,' or All i>oul(' Cay, ii ttit ind Movcicber, 
and it appcan tbii hidy KAihariof ditd on ihc marrow <^ that dxy in 14^5- Ai 
%hvwt cxpcD3« mn inia Deccmbcrj wc place them at the tnd of th? ynr. 

2il 




NOV. 



and as for mony, ther is non of your tenanris ne fermouris <44' 
bryngith non as yett- As for tydyngis in this countrc^ Herry 65 
Ingloscs men have slayn ij. men of Tonstcd on Thursday last 
past, as it is seyd, and all that cojntrc is sore trobelid thcr- 
with ; and if he had abedyn at home he had be lyke to have 
be fechid owte of his owyn hows, for the pcple ther abowght 
is sor meved with hym. And on Saterday last past he come 
rydirg thorow this town toward Framyngham ; and if he had 
aliedyn in this town he shuld have ben arcstyd ; for men of 
Tonstcd and of the countrc pusewid after hym in to this town, 
and made agrctt noyse of hym, and required the mayrc and 
sheryves that he ne his men shuld not pas the town, but that 
they shuld do as it longed to here parte to do, and told hem 
the cause why ; and as it is seyd the scrgcantis were fals» and 
Icte hym have Icnowleche ther of, and he hythid hym hens in 
hast, &c. The biyssyd Trynytc have yow in His keping. 
Wrcten att Norwychc on the Wcddcnesday next after Scynt 
Martyn. — Be yowris, M. P. 
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NOTE 



The IctUr of John Payn to John PaHion (No. J 26 in toI. ii.), which, on 
account of the circumstances to which it rcfcra, wc havr placed in thf yev 
450, wHi written, aa appcaTfl by the ironlent«, fiftMn yeirs later, i.r. in i^tif, 
Wc therefore ail the reader^s Attention to it in this plact* 
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I 1465 and my master spent uppon her at this day a bove wrateti at S 


^^^ her bcryinge, and also ac her vij*'* day, more chan xxJi- ■ 


^^H Also my master spent uppon her at her H 


^^H XXX*' day, in almessc and ir odrs costes, in ^^^H 


^^H primis to v.M^ and ccc. of pore foLkc everjr ^^^| 


^^H pccc takcngc i^. Summa xxtj/f. vj. 


^^H Item, my master gafF to vi°|]X< prestes and 


^^m clcrkes every pece vjJ- Summa iij/r iiijj. yfj4. 


^^M Item, my master gaiF to [jcviil, cheldren in 


^^H the quere every pece Vid. Summa xj. Wijd. 


^^H Item, my master paid for blakkr cloth for 


^^H gowncs for his men vij" ycrdcs prise of every 


^^H ycrdc i'lis, iiii^. Summa jjqii 


^^H Item, my master bout as myche waxe for 


^^H torches and taprys as cost hym vLij. markis. iijj. tjtf. 


^^H Item, my master paid for idij. pore mennes 


^^H gownes for the clothe and for the makengs lijj, 
^^H Item, my master spent in all maner ofspyces 


^^H as mychc as drew , . . . liijj. xj^. 


^^H Item, my master spent in wyne at the said 


^^H day . iij. pypes. 


^^H Item, my master spent in maltt for brewenge viij, seme> 


^^1 Item, my master spent in bere at the same 


^^H day . . . . , . xxxij. barelles. 


^^H Item, my master spent in whetc to make 


^^1 brcdc and odrc bakenge xiij. seme. 


^^H Item, my master spent at the said day in 


^^M brawne . ij. gret bores* 


^^1 Item, in beff 


. xij. gret oxsen. 


^^K ' Item, in moton 


kI. shepc 


^^^1 Item, in porke 


■ xij. hogges. 


^^M Item, in pygges 


Ixx. 


^^Hl Item, in swanncs 


xij. 


^^H Item, in geese 


ilij"- 


^^H Itcmi in conyis 


c, cowple. 


^^H Item, in capons 


xxliij. 


^^H Item, in chekens 


vij". 


^^H Item, in veny son 


XXX. dois< 


^^^ 21:2 ^ 
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Item, in pertryches 
Item, in fcsauntis . 
Item, in pckokkcs 
Item, in mallardcs 
Item, in plovers , 
Item, in eggis 
Item, in mylkc 
Item, in hony 



iiij, doseyn. 1465 
xiv. 

iij. doacyn. 

iij. dosejm, 

viij. C. 

xxx. galons. 

iij, galons. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON 
THE YOUNGER « 

I'd John Pasi&n rhe younger, 

IGRETE you wclc, Ictyng you wete that as for- your Before 
sustrys* ^^7'^ ^ifh my Lady» if your fader wull aggrey 1466 
therto I hold me right wele pleasyd ; for I wuld be right 
dad that she shuld do her scrvysc be for any other, if she cowde 
do that shuld picas my ladycs good grace. Wherfor I wuld 
that ye shuld spcke to your fader therof and Icte hym wete that 
I am pleasid that she shuld be ther if he vsodd, for I wuld be 
right glad and she myght be preferrid by mariage or be servyce, 
so that it myght be to her wurchep and profight in dischargyng 
of her frendis ; and I pray you do your parte therin for your 
owyn wurchep and herys. And a5Sonc as yc may with ought 
daungtr, purvey that I may have agcyn thevj. marks that yc 
wote of, for I wuld not that your fader wust it. Item, if ye 
pas London, send me agcyn my chene and the Utill chene that 
I lent you be for, be sum trusty person ; and if ye wull have 
my good wille, cschewe such thyngis as I spake to you of last 

' [Add, MS. 34>SSsi, f. io!.] This bctcr was wrifien at a time when Jnhu Paftton, 
xhe writer'* hustand, and one of bit wn\ wm in London, while ihr ofhcr, 10 *hom 
Ihii krtcr ii addressed, was going chithci. The date musi therefore be before Mwf 
rf&&, bur whir particular year or month it h imptwiible to ay. 

' 'afFbr,^ m. 

' This mij be ciTher Anne ot Margery Puioo. Who •my Jady' wan doe* not 
*pp<ar- 
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Before in cmr parisch chirch, 1 pray God make you as good a man 
1466 as ever was any of your kynne^ and Goddts blissyng mote ye 
have ajid myn, so that yc do welc, &c Wrctyn the Sonday 
next after your departyng. 

And I pray you, send me sum tydyngis as sonc as yc may 
after that ye be comyn to Londonj how your i^dcr spedythand 
j'our brother in here materes^ 

Be your moder. 



624 

JOHN RADCLIFF OF ATTLEBOROUGH TO 
JOHN PASTON* 

^j my ryghi trusiy and wflhehvyd Frend^ John P/isioh. 

RYGTH trusty and welbclovid, I cummaund me un 
zow, lattyng zow wytte that there ys a tcnawnt off 
Thyrnyng, on [9ne] Wyllyam Rust, whos dur ys sclyd 
be a offycer off zowrys. Wherffbr I pray zow that zc wyll se 
that tJie forsay tcnawnt be not hurt ; and yff there be oni thyng 
that ys dw for to pay, I wyll sc that hyt schall be content. And 
therfore 1 pray zow that hyt may be repytyd un tyll the tyme 
that 1 spelce with zow. No more at thys tyme, but the Hole 
Trinite hawe zow in kepyng- Wretyn at Attylburgth the xvij- 
day off Dysscmbyrc. 

John Radclyff De Attylburgth. 

^ [Add. t^s. ^4,tSg, r 11^] The prindpil fardihip in thp manor of Thumiog 
bebngpd lo thf Radcliff^ or Ratcliff, tainily, attCTWHrdi Earls of Surgo: ^ but it twrnf 
thcrt wn anorhfr lordahlp which beJonged W John d* Maiiithy in (he ninth war of 
Edvrard 11. From this vtry Jikcly Margaret Piston dcnvtd ioint claLmt, and John 
Paiion through his wife. Sft No. 614- Th* year of thu letter, hovrenr, cannot be 
awertaJned. 
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"sir JOHN FELBRIGGE TO JOHN PASTON ^ 

I'o my Cosyn Pasion, he shys letter delyverd 
yn haste. 

RYGHT reverent and worshyppeful cosyn, y comawnd I466(?] 
me on to you, desyryng to her off your welfare, the j*"-["o] 
whyche AlmygKty Jesu preserve to Hys plesawns, and 
to your own herts dcsyres. Fortherrnorc and yfF yt please 
your gcntylncssc to be my trusty frcnd, as my fid trustc ya yn 
you, as for swychc matcrys as the brynger off this Icttrc shall 
enforme you, and bcth cffectualy my frcnd, and brynge yt 
abowte, and by my trowthe y shall geve you an C. marke for 
your labowr. For yn trowthe y am aferde that Roberd Rad- 
dyff hathc descyvyd me, for he laboryd to me dayly by my 
Lords comawndemcnt off Warwyk, and brought with hym 
YUyngworthc and odcr off my Lords cownscl, and seen my 
cvydcns ; and so we stodcn uppon apoyntemcnt, and y for to 
have had an unswcrc sent to Fclbrygge Hdle^ and yff ne had 
be for ffcndyng off my Lords lordschyppc, y myght have had 
my money for my ryght or y cam owt off London, as my man 
schall enforme yoii. For yn trowthe y muste now make an 
schifflc, for Wyndham hathc sold hys rjght, and rathcrc than 
yt schuld go that way to, y had lever my Lord had yt ij. C. 
marke with yn the prysc that y grawnt yt lasce, and therfor y 
be scheche you to labowr to my Lord that y may have an 
unswer And thies many townes longithe thereto, Fclbrygge^ 
Aylinton, Ronton, Colby, Bannyngham^ Ingworche, Styrston, 
besyde hamelets- 

No mar to you at this tymc, but the Holy Trinytc have 

^ [Prom Fcnn^ ir. i*!-] The date of fhU letter cannot be aKcrtiintd with ^ry 
greU piTciiion i but as it belongs mcHt probablj to Ji1>out the lame prtiod u Letter 
615, which T¥< hare rtfcrred to NovcraW if55» **= va^j nsii^ tbit to the January 
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l4.66C?)you yn His Iccpyng. Wrytcn at Fclbrygg^ the Monday afibr 
'"'[^ Seynt Augrctcs Day.' 

By your cosyn, John Felbrtcoe, 



1466 
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JOHN WYKES TO SIR JOHN PASTON* 

Un to tks rygkt wyrshypfuil maysier^ Sir hfm Past&n^ Knygt, 

he thjs later delyverya. 



R 



YGHT wyrshypfuU and my cspccyall godc maystcr, I 
rccomaund mc unto your godc mayalcrshyp, IcCyng 
you wytc that the bcrour herof told mc that yc had 
gretc mcrvyll that 1 send to you no word ne letter of awnswer 
0* the letters that ye had send to me to London. As for on 
letter ye send to me by Rychard Playtorys man, and therof \ 
send you an awnawer in a letter hy a man of the Prior of 
Bromholm; and as for other letters, thcr com no more to mc 
but that on. 

Item, Mayater Flemmyng lokyth dayly for hys hors, and at 
every tyme that I mete with hym, he askyth of me when hys 
hors shuld com, and when 1 here any word from you. Whcr- 
fore I pray you send me word in a letter how he shall be 
awnswcrd, and yf the hors shall com, Icttc mc knowc when : 
for and he had not trustyd theruppon* he wold have purvcyd 
hym in a nother place, &c. 

Item, John Ocer ys not yet payd, but as I suppose it shall 

' Tbc modcni vcriton in Fcnn reads ^ the Monday after Saint Agnea^f ^^y,' and 
the Jatc iLibjomcd at (he bottom oF tlic page ii in accardartcc nilh thii rcaiilag. But 
!t j» more Lkclr the text m pnntcd iit tttc cLd flpctHEig U conrct. St. Agnes' .Dajr it 
th? ziAt Jinuai}- The Monday bclorc it nould \\»\z bccti the loth in 1466, 

' [From Fcnn, iv. 146] Ai itils 1«ict wa* wrhtcn after Edward iv,"» marrisge, 
and before the death of John PatiEon ihc fachfr, the date mun be cUhcr i^Af 01 1466. 
Peon assigni it lo the latter year, and I thint be ia rights though he don not aiaie hii 
rcuontt I iind thiT John. Lord Lorelf died on the 9th January 146^, Icaviag hit wn 
and hc^r, Francis anly mnr year? oLdt w ihal even if vfc Jacr thib ktler 1466, tfae 
young lad was marrifd at tbr early age of ten. This was probably cwjug to hii 
vfardkhjp having been obtained by Lard Fitihugh, or &omc person jnLritaicJ ; bat as 
the inquiticlon on hia fathers death (Jnq. p.m-tH. Edw- [V,| No. 27) Aas not Taken lill 
October 1465, there iccmi no grauud loi believing ihai he couJd have been faired 
into wedlock a month after he nu left an n^han. 
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not be long Co tyll he have it> for he hath spoken to my mayster 1 4^6 
your fader a ycr therfor ; and as for Gytmyn, he hath rot spoken *^*' '7 
to my niaystcr as yet^ &c. 

Item, I truste he wylbc your godc fader, for John Say hath 
told hym playnly of hys dcmcnyng ayenst you, and told hym 
that he had the lassc favour for your 3ake, &Ch 

Item, the Erie of Arundell ys ^ son hath weddyd the Quyne 
ys suster. 

Item, the Lord Lovell ys son^ hath weddyd my Lady 
Fytzhugh ys doghter, &c. 

Item, Jcnrcy dcsyryth a trcty with my maystcr, and spake 
to my maystcr thcrof hym sylf in Westminster Hall. 

Item, all felaws in the Kyngs hows fareid well, and wo!d 
have you ther. 

No more to you at thys tyme, but the Holy Trynyte have 
you [in] Itepyng. Wryten at London, the Monday next after 
Seynt Volentyn, 



Your servant. 



John Wykys, 
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CLEMENT PASTON TO JOHN PASTON' 
Tfl Ays tythe worchypfioli mayiter^ John PastcTty Sqwyer. 

RYTHE worchypfwll brodcr, I rccomawndc me to zow. maich iB 
And as for zour letter to my Lorde Chawncelcr I have 
not delyveryd it ; for i askyd avyssc there in, and I 
was aunsweryd there in that sythen he was takyn to bayllc, the 
Chawncelerer* cowde not compel le the swertes to bryng hym in 

i Thomaft Fifj Alan, Lord Maltraven^ eMest son of Willram Fitz Ahu, Earl of 
Anmdelj married Margaret, second daughter of Kichard WJdvilJc, Earl Kiwn, and 
iJBter Id Elizabeth, Queen oF Edward iv. He succcerled hit Father aa EarJ of Arundel 
^ >1^7r 3 ^cji. VII., and djcd in i%s.^, tA Hen, ViW. — F. 

^ Francis Lovel, aon and htir lo John, Lord Lofcl, married AnaE, daughter of 
Htnry^ Lord Fitz Hugh. It a curious ihar she in here called * Lady Fiti HughS 
dauFhter,* when her father wa& aJivr. 

^ [From Poifon Letrera, B.M.I The reference to rhe dispute betweti^ Elixabeth 
PoyningB and the Earl of Kent, wtiich ia alluded to In a subsequent leittr, prorct ibi^ 
letter to hare beeaTriiitcn in the year i^6. The ear! in qucadon wai only kO created 
on the ^rd of May i4fi5> and John PsBton, lo **honi the letter is addressed, died in 
Mtjr 1466. * &j ID U9« 
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1466 bcfor hys day. Also mc thowtc zour letter was noi most 
»URCH (8 plesauntly wrytyn to take to swche a lordc. And as for the 
trcsorcr, hys name is Sir John Foogc, but he is not in London 
nor wythe the Kyng, so I kan [not] have the letter scot hym 
but if 1 hycryd a man to here it. And as for zour question of 
the patentee, Grenfeld and Catcsby and Sterkey holdyn it t 
good question, for the statute is, PaUHUs dez iemmenss Jcuni 
nuU tsiill ist trowvi pur If rcy de recorJi sourtr vaydez^ anno xviij, 
H. vj. ca. yj. But I trowe in zour cas that be thcr opiniounis 
the Actc of the Parlemcnt is a tyryll of rccorde. It is said to 
the contrary intent, thow the londs be forfctyd of record* yet 
thcr U no cerCiticacton of recordc qwat londes they be, nor wcr 
[cjAtfTtf] nor in qwat place they lye ; but and thys cUwse be in 
the patents, Non oifnanie quod nulla inguisuio pro nobis indff est 
vrvensa, by Grenfelde is consayle the patents xwld be clcrly 
goodc. But mc semythc that amendyt not the mater, for be 
for the makyng of the statute above sayde^ patents graunttyd 
of londs be fore inquisicion were goodc and cffcctucll and tiie 
statute is general! : — Paunts dount null iyiilh i^c. sounl v&ydez. 
Thannc it fotowyt well if the Actc of Pariement be no tytyll 
for the Kyng thann is ther no tytyll for the Kyng of recorde, 
for thatclawse in the patente is no tytyll ; than if ther [be] no 
tytyll, ergo the patents voyde. 

My suster' standythc in the same casse with my Lord of 
Kent. 

Broder, I pray zow send mor mony for my ncvew John, 
for he mwst cilys com horn azen ; for the Kyng gothe into 
Scotlondej and he is nowther horsyd nor harneysyd, for hi* 
grett hors is lykly to dye ; and if ze wyll sende it to me or to 
Christofyr Hanyngton it xall be save for hym, I send zow a 
letter from hym closydc herin. And 1 pray spck to my modcr 
that my hors fayllc not on Passyon Swnday,* for thann xall 1 
be rcdy and thanne xall ower redyng be don. Wrytyn on 
Twcsday nexst after Seynt Gregory is Day. Zowr broder, 

Clement Paston- 

Oa the hack. — Tfac mAD wold QOt uk my klUr but 1 wuu fa^ea to gyre 
hym ijd. for the beryrg, 



' ElinbeUi, widow of Rctbert PoTuiDgs. 
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FRIAR JOHN MOWTH TO JOHN PASTON' 

To my wonkepftti mayster^ John Pasion the hddeity 

be this Umr delyveryd in hast. 

RYTH reverent and worchepful sire, I hartyly recomende 
me on to your revcrens, thanlcyng yow for the gret 
chcr and comfortabyll words that yc yovyn on to mp 
wat tymc that I was last yn yowr prcscns ; dcsyryng ful 
spccyaly of Abnity God, owt of al your wordly tribulacyonys 
and advcrsytc, gracyowua delyvcrans, and yn al vcrcuows 
prosperice, good encres and contynuans. If yt like your 
maysterchcp to know the cause of this wrytyng, it ys thys; 
it is nowth unknow^ on to yow that Mayster Bralcle (Cryst 
rest hys sowlc !), delyveryd to Wyllam Paston, your brodcr, 
ccrtayn oblygacyonys, of the wcchc the dutc xuld grow to my 
convent yn Norwychc. I have spoke on to Wyllam Paaton 
her of, and he excuseth hym and seyth on this wysc ; that 
be the wyl of Mayster Brakle^ wat tyme that Sire Tomas 
Todcnham," Knyth, xuld be put on to hys delhj he delyveryd 
hem on to hys confessor ; the weche, as he seth, xuld a be 
Grey fryer, hows name he knowyth nowt ; also he seyth that 
after the deth of the forscyd Knyt, he spake with the Fryer, 
confessor on to the Knyth, and basked hym aftyr the forscyd 
oblygacyonys, and as he seyth, the Fryer seyd on to hym that 
he had delyveryd hem on to [the] Knyth Marchall. Werfor 

I beseche you, as specyaJy as I may, that, now wyl your broder 
is at London, that ye of your grace wyl know the trowthe in 
this mater, for the comfort of the dedc, and profyth of my 

' ^Frgm Fcmi, i. 156.] Friu Bracklcy, vrho Js here mcDNoncd aa dead, is spoken 
of !n John Piiton's dcpoutioD of Dccembri 14.65, wJthaiLt any indicatiDii Lhat he wan 

II that itmc dcccitrd (iff No. ^ofi), Wt m^j pmumc, lliercfoir, thac he ditti 
between thdi tlmr uid May 1466. in nhich monib and year died John Faston, to 
whoni this letter is addimed. 

* Nvwth Kiiiimv. 1 bclicTc thit to be the tnic reading of the original MA< Feno 
printi it 'noBvttjn know.* 

' He wu beheaded oa Toffei Hill m February i^iSi, 
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convent. Nomor at this tyme, buc that I be sechc AlnnTtjr' 
God in Trinyte conserve your, and kcpc yow ia all vertuo' 
prosper i tc , Amen . 

Wrctyn at Hcylysdon in grct hast, the xlj. day of May, in 
your mancr aftyr mctc. The cause wy the maysler delyvcryd 
hcra to hym mor than to yow, was, as he acyd on to me, for 
as meche as ye had so many maters yn hand for yowr self, and 
also for the dede, that he durst not attempt yow with all ; and 
al so be cause he had lesse for to do hys hope was that he xuld 
asped yl mor rcdyly, 

t Fr[c]re Willam Thorp dwellyng at Salisbury, 
By yowr pore orator and bedman, 

Frier Jam MowthT 



6z<) 



MARGARET PASTON TO SIR JOHN PASTON 



1466C?) 

>3(0 



HOW 



I 



CRETE you wele 

myn ; letyrg you 



and send you Goddis blissyng ar 
wete that I send you be the berer 
herof xl//, of Ryall which i have chevysshed and borwcd 
for you, be cause I wuld not take that was leyd ought for you 
at Norwich ; for^ as I am cnformcd be Maystcr John Smyth, 
the Chaunccllcr^ and other that we ben all a cursed that we 
have thus mynystrcd the dedis godes with ought licence or 
auctorite, and I wene we spcde all the wers there fore. At 
the reverence of God, gete you a liccns of my Lord of Cauntcr- 
bery in dyschargyng of my conscycns and yowris, to mynystre 
a certcyn summe of iij, or iiij'' marcs, cnfourmyng hym how 
that your lyfielod hath stond this ij. ycr in such trobill that ye 
myght right nought have of it, ncr yet can take of it with 
ought ye ahuld hurt your tenauntis, thei have so ben vcxid be 
on trew meanes before this tymes> And ye have many grete 



1 [Add. Ui. 34,St9, f- 99 ] Thin letter vroa wtiuca bcfofc id^nlaiatratloa had 
been obuiricd of John Paiton'a will ; pff»um»bly therefore in the vcar in whict be 
died, 1^65, It may be aburved, likcvciac, ih-it in 1467 'rnj bra df Cftbterbkirj' 
wouid probably kave been coUed ' my lord Cudlnal.' 
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have ro bere them ought, 



I 

I 
I 

I 
■ 
t 



materis on hand and may 

save your ryght, withaught ye myght for a tyme rakyn of your ^*^^ 
faderis godes. And this 1 hope shall discharge owr conscyens 
of that we have mynystrcd and spend be fore. For we have 
nomor to acquitc this xl/i, and bcrc all other charges but the 
xJvii/f, that your unkyll and ye is privy to, that was Icyd up 
at Norwich, 1 wuld ye were ware of large theftis and rcwardis 
gevyng, as otheris folkls avyse you to do, for though ye have 
nede ihei wull not be right redy to help you of ther owyn ; 
and that ye may understand be that that thei have taken a wey 
from you be for this tyme. I wuld not in no wyse yc shuld 
put your sdf in no daungcr to hym but as litill as yc may ; 
for if yc do, it shall be right wcle rcmembred you her after. 
And be ware how ye ben bownd in any obligacion to any 
creature but if it be leyd in endifferent handis and trosty for 
yowr part. And remerabre to gete the obligacion that yc mad 
to the Duchesse of Suffolk ; for though it be in my Lord 
ChanccUeris hande it is jepartows, be cause of pcrell of dcth. 
Item, understand welc the poyntis that ben in my cosyn 
Arblasteris letter that arn wrctyn in yowrs, and purvey redily 
thcr for for your owyn a vaylL Item, send me home answeris 
of sueche materis as arn now sent you bethen (sic) mowth and 
wrytyng at this tyme as hastly as yc can, or ells it shall hurt 
yow mor than yc or I can yet understand. Item, me scmyth, 
if yc shall not comyn home this Crystmcssc, or if yc shuld be 
at my Lady of Suffolk, it [were*] necessary to have Playtcr 
there with you if yc shuld cngroos any appoyntemcntis with 
here at that tyme- For she is sotill and hath sotill counceil 
with here ; and therfore it were wele do ye shuld have summc 
with you that shuld be of your counceil. If John Paston be 
with you at London desire hym Co take hcde to yowris matens 
and in what case thei ben left at your departyng, that if nede 
be he may help you to labore for such causes as Wykcs shall 
telle yow be mowth; and if he be not with yow, and ye wuli 
I shall send hym to you. Item, spare of^ the xl/r. as mych as 
ye may that ye may perfourme by the mony that the Duchesse 
of Sufiblk shuld have, in cas that it may not be gadered of the 

^ Omitted in MS. * ^rtpcatcd in ms. 
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1466(?) lyvelode. Send home Wykes a sonc as yc can^ and how ye 
Kor. [}(?) will that I do in your materis and lyvelodc at home. God 

have you in His kepyng, Wrctyn the Thursday next Scot 

Martyn- 

Be your Modcr. 



Year 
uncer- 
tain 

WDf. 



R 



630 
MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON» 

To my rtghf wurckipfuil hushond^ John Pastojr, he this 
dtiiverd in hasi. 

YTH worchcpfuU husbondc, 1 rccomandc me to yow. 
Plcsyth yow to wcet that Thomas Grcnc was Tvith me 
as on Saterday last paste, and let me have knowlagc 
that the scherre schold be as thys day at the Gyld Hall in 
Norwyche, and be desyiryd me that the swtc that ye have 
agcyns Thomas Jcryng and othyr myth be sesyd as for thys 
schcrc ; and 1 scyd that I durstc do ryth not there in. And 
he tolde me that Thomas Jcryng was with yow in FIcgge the 
lastc tyme that ye wer ther, and ye seyd to hym that he 
scholde not be hurte by the swte. And Thomas Grene told 
me that if the seyd Jcryng and othyrs in the same wryte mad 
not an end with yow by the ncxte schere, the whyche schall 
be thys day monyth, that he the seyd Thomas Grene wole 
purchcsc a new wrytc of hys ownc coste ayena that dayc. I 

^ [From pBBlon u<i., B,M.] I find no very laEJafictaiy evidence tcnichin^ tbe 

daw of chii letter. AHutian ii made to John Pulon hiving been bl Lini^Ia, The 
occaBicm reftrrrd to might hivf bren in 145S, whtn, su ne knaw t>y No- 373, h? vrent 
into the North u f ^ b« Danc^aiter^ or it majr bave b«en iti the spring of i4.£i. {Set 
Not 451 and 458.) It is not probable, however, that thii Ittter ws^ farlicr ihui the 
Utter date, at thrrc is no appearance at that time of any dispute having uriscn between 
John Paiton and hit brother William. On the contrary, William Paiton it in corre- 
ipondencF with his brolhcr in April 1461 (Ni», 450), On the other hand, if tke 
occasion nferred to x*hen John Puion was at Lincoln wu in the ipring oF 1461, tliii 
letter could hardly hare been written in the s-miF ytai ; iot it cannot be Bupposrd that 
he left booke at Caistci on his ictum aouih, when Cairter wm in the posKfliion oFthe 
Doke of Norfolk, The dale, howcTcr, being so nncertam, I prefer to place thi» lettet 
at the end of John Faslon's correnpoDdcncc rather than aAsign it doubtfully to uy 
particular year, 
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V03te not that the scher shuld be so sone when I wrote to yow Year 
yowyr laste lettyr. And he remcmbyryd the trobulcs werd uncer- 
[ojor///] that is nowc, and also that they wcr nowtyc felawys tain 
that yc 3uyd, and thcr fore he thowtc that it war best to let it 
be rcspytc at thys tymc, and so they achall be rcspyth at thys 
tymc. I have sent to Jaferay Spyrlyng for the bokys that ye 
sent to me fore, and he seyth that he hathe none there of, for 
he seyth he lefte hem with yow when he was with yow in the 
Northc contrc ; for he seyth ye left hym behynd yow at 
Lynkcolnc- He supposyth they be at Kastcr. 

Item, my cosyn Crane recomandyth hyr to yow, and 
prayith yow that ye wolc wychesavc to spck to Jamys Grcsham 
for to swc ferthe the mater betwyx Dame Margaret Spurdans 
and hyr ; and sche prayith yow at the reverens of God that ye 
wole tendyr that roarer weU, for all hyr troste is in yow- 

Item, the tcnauntys at Sweynysihorp prayid me for to 
wrytc to yow for to pray yow for Goddys sake that ye wole 
help for to get hem a good baly of the hundyryd that they be 
in ; for they sey that they have be gret!y hurte by awychc 
oflyserys as they have had ther be fore tyme. Folk wold 
fayne in thys contre that Heydon scholde be purveyd for, that 
he goo not so at large as he dothe, for he is in thys towne nere 
every wek, and hafhc be ever sync ye yd hens. And also it 
is seyd in thys towne that ye have be good maister thys tcrmc 
to Yatya, and many be ryth sory ther of, and that he dothe 
so well as it [is] seyd here that he dothe. It is seyd that he 
is scapyd all dangerys^ and he hathe tak new accionys ageyns 
hys neyborys, as it is seyd, Othyr tydyngys have we none 
here but that ye have more pleynly there. And the Blyssyd 
Trinyt^ have yow in Hys kcpyng, and send yow good sped in 
all yowyr matcrys. Wretyr in haste at Norwychc the Monday 
next be fore Scynt Edmunde the Kyngc, 

Be yowyr, M, P, 



My modyr wold ryth fayne know how that ye and my 
brodyr Wyllam wer acordyd, sche wold ryth fayne that all 
wcr well betwenc yow. 
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B- D- M, S. TO JOHN PASTON* 
Be this delyvired ic Mastyr John Fasten. 

IRECOMAUNDE mc unto you as utiknowj^n. And as 
for the wryting 1 send unto you, the cause why yt was 
natc cndoBsed was, for the bercr ihcr of knew yow wel 
i now. And as for youre Cossyn Mary, she ys no longer with 
us, as a pon Seynt Mathcwys Evyr she dcpartyd from mc, and 
went to Awdry Croxeston, and she told me that ye wold pay 
for her horde ther. But on thyng I let you know ; she hathe ^J 
demenyd her ful symply bothe for youre worship and also for ^M 
her awne, Ther ys hut few within ourc plasse but they know 
how yt Is with her. and al by her awtic bcssyncs of her tunge. ^^ 
And i had knowyn as mychc at the begynnyng as 1 have don ^M 
sythc, I wold not have delt in the mater nat for xl. pound ; for 
I wys she ys no thyng so sadde a& I wold she wer. 

No more to you at thys tyme, but the Holy Gost 
you in His kepyng, and send you youre hcrtys esse. I 
you hertly that I may sp[c]ke with you. 

B. D. M. 



632 
ABSTRACT'! 

RiCHAKD SlTTHWELL TO JortN P-WTOH, En^UIKB. 

Thanks him for epeaking to the Mayor and Recorder for the appearance 
oFcerUia pcrsone at thb last scasIod, a he wrote froiu Waijimgham. Thamat 
WolvfEby and Colyna in;ike great labor for the poor men'« uDdtung. Begi him 
to moTc the Mayor to hate pity, cbniidenng their trouble at Walsinghanij whca 
they were prisooera. 

Thetford, S h^re- Thursday _ 

^ [From Kmn, iv. i&i,J There ii no evidence of tht datr either of this or of ^t 
four foEloning letten beyond the f»ct thatlhii ;ind Che two n»t are oddrettcd to John 
Putoa, vrhiit the two Uit arr uEdrrsced to Margaret PuIod during her huikMod'i 
life, NoDF oF (tiem, therefore, nu be Isttr thin 1466. 

1 [From Puton UiS., B.M.] 
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ABSTRACT' 

JoHn P^StQW, JuHEORt TO Vis F^THEl, JoHH PaSTOH 

Ha» spoken 'with Warvylt and Stwkle' for ihe place and lands in 
Arlcham. Declined iheir o(r« of 6^, an acre, chcy keeping the place in 
remJT ; bui StvlcEe has pTomiE«l all the hada sbxil be purvej«4 for, u for 
thi» year* Warwjk ihia daf olfered my mother jd^ an acre for the landa in 
Arlcham, but I cuunAclIcd her to hold out for a longer term. Kook will no 
longer hoU the place for 7^. or S/i. an acre, and will only give 6j/,, if he it 
lo keep it in repair. Haa epoken with Dame Alice Wecbe and Geoffrey 
Spjriyng, who bare agreed to Kt d tcnial (o occupy (he Uads in d[B|iute lilJ 
Paston comes borne. 

St. Martin' I Even. 



ABSTRACT! 

ThCBIA} GliATrSHlL£ TO MhS. P ASTON 

1 hope the young [nan T lent vvill pEeaic * mycnaicer and yo\J^' I hope you 
will not receive him at thia time, and when my masEer comes home refuse him. 
Afl for your landtt at Spafbam, there are not many landE eo Jet. Has inquiied 
ac Sailc, Master Edward ' in clearJy aniwered of ^f 18 a year and 7/. or S/. 
more. BryBtor, Thyrnyn^, and Owtetoo are iet^ vbich belong to the manor 
of Salle* £0 he is clcady anaweied twice a year at London, beaides the fen, 
¥12.1 of the receiver z^. 8f/., of the bteward zed., and of the baillitf 26j. "AJ. 

Sparham, Wedneaday before Aicepaion. 



ABSTRACT' 

T. GuiTYSHAta TO Mm. Pabtoh 

James and Robert Radclef mean to cike away my goodi, and 1 «haU be 
taken if [ be at Norwich at ncit ahirc- Pray let my master know- 1 suppose 



" [Froni Paston Mas,, B.M.] 
^ Probably Edwird. wn of Robert Mauteby, 
* [Prom Puton ua&.» fi.M.] 
VOL. IV, — P 
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it vu bj their commaodmeot that m; two ocat were uken on Sattxrdij luC >t 
Lyng, 'for one that U under baiUy of Richmood took hem/ John Enrytoo 
w^l tcJ] yon more. The recnpu of the moDOr of Sparhim with cotta arc 
j^io, 3^. iij^. If any mao of yoora come to Norwich pleaae lead me your 
advice. [Sigoed) 'T. Gvat.' 

636 

ABSTRACT I 

JaMII AaBLASTEK TO JoHN PasTOH, [SqUIAE]* 

J<^Q a Berney of Wychyngham wishei to diiinherit him of hit Liberty of 
faldage in Colyette. Desirei the help of one of PutoTt't men. At for my 
Lady of Oxford, ■ I have get yon a trtuty man against Tuevlay or Wedncida^ 
next.' 

C'hrre ii no djuincl evidence of the date of thii lectern except that it U probably 
Icr thu 1466* when John I^ton died, though it inay have beca ftddirfvd to 
hii younger ion John^ Compare Nos. 131, 13), uid 3}4, in vol. ii-] 



JOHN PASTON^ FUNERAL* 

Expenca paid hy Gioys at Norwich the day 
the Cqts was ther and befor. 

I .(55 TT^YRSTE. The iiii. orders of fryers^ viii/. Item, almessc, 
w\ iu. y\\d. Item, to xxiii- sustera of Normandys,* with 
-*" the gardian echc of them, \\\\i.y and the gardian, viti^. 
— viiLr. Item, in offering on Pentecost TucsSay^ for my 
master, \d^ \ for the hcrsc, xIj. For xxiiii, yerdcs of brod 
wythtys for gowns, xxviL*. viii*/, ; for dyeng of the same, iiii/. 

■ [From Pasron uss., EM.] 

> This de&ienation ii added on the addreu, but !i ttnick out. 

' [From BlomcAeld's Sorf^, n. 4SJ. Folio edition, iii. 691-] The original of 
thii document w» probably among rhe Putoo uaa, when Blomejield coznpoicd bii 
HUttrf 0/ SorfoUt, but where it it it present cannot be atcertaiaed. It \% cited by 
BlomeficLd, or perhaps by bii continuitor, Mr. Pirkin, ai * ■ very long but ckatrow 
roll,' then in his pouesuon. The text, however, don not lecm to be printed entire^ 
asUic Editor 00^ profcucito give 'several particulan therein/ 

* At Norwich. * 17th May i4fi«. 
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For scttyng on the tents, vL^, For xxit. ycrdcs ard iil< 
quarters of brod wythts, xxxiiju. iii^/. For grownetjyng, iib. 
iiiic/. For dycng, iiiu. To xxxviii. prests at the dyryge at 
Norwyche, when the cors lay ther, xWs. vliitf. To xxxix. 
schyldern with surplyces within the schurche and without, iiii". 
iiiW, To xxvi- clerks with iiii. kcpers of the torches, eche af 
them lit/,, iiij. liii^. To the clerks of St. Pctcre and St. 
Stevens for the ryngers agcyn the cors, \\s. To the iiii. orders 

of fryers that rede agcyn the cora . To the Prioress of 

Carow, vij. viii^^. To a maidc that came with her, xx^. To 
the ancors [tiftchoress ?] xl^. In almesse, xvs. To a woman 
that came from London with the cors to Norwyche, vis. 
viii[^]. 

Payments he Ghys ^nd CalU at Bromhoimi. 

Fyrste, To the Prior, be my masters bequest, xb. To ix- 
monks, eche of them vtj. viiid'., i\\L To an other monke, 
who Wis of the same piace^ xx^. For brinnyng of the Abbes 
with the torches, yjul. To the Priors botelcr for bred, iij- 
xrf. For wasshyng of napry, yi\\d. To the botelcr for hys 
reward, xx^. To the baker for cccx. eggs, yiixd- To hym 

for hys reward, iilr. iiiii^- To xxviii, bcdds with of 

clothys, and wasshyng of the same, vj. To ii. men that 
fyUyd the grave, viiii To brueng of v, kome malte, xx(/< 
For ix, pownd candyl, ^d. To the clerks of Bromholm, v'md. 
For viii. peces of peuter lost of the Priors, xyji. Geven 
among the mcji of the bakhousc, xxd^ To the parisshe 
schyrchc of Bromholm, xJh To xiS, schyrchys, U. y\{\d. To 
the prest that cam with the cors from London, iiij. '\\\\d. To 
servytors that awaytyd upon hym by the komawndment of 
W, Paston, xxii/. To Playters for hys oiFering, iiii^^. To the 
vyker of Upton, \\s. To the sexton of Bromholm for xxiL 
crossysgeven to Marget and Modeley, /]f?- John Paston, iiii/. 
y\d. To xiiii- rynggars, viu. To xxiiii. servcrtors, eche of 
them iiiii^., viiij. To ixx. servertors, eche of them iiif/., xviij. 
y\d. Paid to Dawbeny for servcrtors, viLf, For fyshh the 
day after the enterment, vij, yid. For vi, barells bere, xiij, 
For a roundlet of red wine of xv. gallonys, &c., xii/. xi^/. To 
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1466 1 hors hycr for iii. diys for Sir Jamcsj xWd. For a tjutrter 
malte, vs^ For i'nu bushels wete, xxxiii/. For a quarter 
otys, lis. vuid. For x. kombc maltc brueng, sd*/. For 
boord of Rychard Hermer, wrythe, iii- days, and for hys hy^ 
the sayde tyme, xiii^/. qL For William Yonge, barbor, ^j 
days mete and drynke, and hys hyer the sayde tyme, 3cvij^| 
For vi, pownd candyl, viW, ci. To xii, pore men bcryng 
Torches from London to Norfolk be vi. day, ij., takyng ech^^ 
of them on the day iiiiL^.^ and for iii. dayes in goyng horoo^H 
ward, takynge every day v'ld, Gcven to Martyn Savage an^^ 
Denschers awaytyng upon my master at London be vii. daycs 
before that he was caryed, iij. x^. For bred bowthe, xxiiiiJ. 
For vii. barels here, xviij, vi//. For a barcl of the grcttesi 
assysc, iiij. iiiit/- For iiii, barells of alee, xiiij. iiii^. For bred 
and alee for xii. men that bare torches, xmd. oh. To a dole 
at Bromholm, vL xiiij, iiiit/. To William Colcns, one of the 
botclers at Bromholm, xiii^. To Wate Webster, another bolc- 
ler, xii*^. To Greg. WorsteJer, one of the porters at Brom- 
holm, iiii^- The parson at Mauteby,^ and Sir Thomas Lynes, 
to the prcstcs at the deryge at Bromholm, xlilu. In almesse, 
xlviij. v\d. ; more, xxj- To the glascr for takyn owtc of ii- 
panys of the wyndows of the schyrche for to late owtc the 
rckc of the torches at the deryge, and sowderyng new of the 
same, xxv/. [This part of the roll, according to Blomcficld, \ 
or his contiruator, seemed to be written by Gloys, above 
mentioned, in an indiBerent hand. The remainder is in i 
very neat and curious old hand, which was aup[X)$cd to be 
that of Margaret Paston.] 



Vittetles bought by Rhhard Charles. 

First. For xxvii, gees^ xviij. For xxvii. frankyd gees, vifj 
viiW. hex, caponnes, xviii, viii^. For xxix.' xvii, 

chckons, xvij. vi^. For x. chekons, xJ. For xli, pygges, 
xiiir. x^. For xlix. calvys, iiii/. xiiLi. mvd. For xxxuiL 

1 Robert Coirlrrt vlio wu preacnttd lo the Jiving by John PutOD in T465, 00 
reiignation of Thomas Hdvyj-i, 

■ A thort hLank occjri in Bbmelield aftrr *iux/ ind btfore '>viL* 
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lambys, xxvitj, nd. For xxii. shcp, xxxviij. \d, x. nctc, 
iViii. xvij, y. For ii, napronncs to Richard Lynstedc, xd. 
For clarctts and fawcctts, vi^. mccc. eggs, vis. vid. For 
XX. galons milk, xxe/. For viii. galons crcme, m. vWy. For 
iiii. pints of butter, iiii*^. For i. quarter and li, bushels of 
whetc melc, viiJ. x^. To the parson of Crostweyt for i. 
quartcr of whetc, vu. For xiiiL galons of ale, iij- To a 
labourer for iii, da.ys, xii^. To xxliii. galons of ale, iiiij. For 
xiu. salt fysshe, iiiij. iu\d. For the purveying of bred, ale, 
and fysshe, I'lis. iiltif. To William Reynolds for lodgyng of 
Master Prowet, the Prior of the White Freres, the parson of 
Mauiby, Sir Thomas Lynds, and other, by ii, nyghtis, vW. 
For bred, ale, and possets to the same persons, viJ, To 
Herman, flcying bests by iii. days, iiJ., and to John Foke, 
by iii. days, xxt/. For purveying of all the velys, lambcs, x. 
bcefins. certain pigga and polaly Qfsu/rryl, xIj/p 



14.66 



Btll of the Prior of Bromholm. 

Memorandum. The Prior toke to bord diverse persons 
laboryng abought the ciitcrmcnt, bcgynnyng the Thursday In 
Pentecost wekc, the vi, yere of Kyng Edward the iiiith. 

On Thursday I ' find 3 persons who had xii^. for their 
board and hire ; on Friday 5 who had xvd. ; on Saturday 8 
who had xxiii^. On Monday all were employed ; and on 
the day after I find 4 to be allowed for their board lind, ok, 
and for their hires vd., — ix^. oi. Delivered by the Prior ro 
Richard Charles : — Fyrst, v, quarters of otes, xiiij. xmri. ; v- 
swync, xiij. vld, ; ii, bushel or mcstlyn, xvd, ; v- pownd of 
candcU, yd. ; xx, quarters of maltCi xiiij, liuJ., and with 
gryndyng and brewyng, xviiij. For a cartfull of hey, iilj, 
iiiii/- For ii, swyne, vs. For iL bushel otes, vmd. For a 
quarter of herryng^ vid. For half a quarter makerell, vti^. oi. 
To the parson of St- Peters for his fee of the wax abought the 
coors, beside ii. candcls of i, /^, and 1. hcrt candcl of a pound, 
xxi/. At my masters xxxh day for offeryng, it^, Gcven to 
churches and in almes by Gresham, toward Bromholm, v. 




I BlorTirfk«ld or Wis coptinualor htn ip«ks in hii own peraan^ 
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466 maris. To the clerk of St. Peters of Hungate* his feU^hip 
for ryngyng when the coors was in the churchy xiid'- To 
Dawbcncy for bests and other stuBe for the encerment, ix/. 
t To him in gold for to chaungc into small mony for the 
I dole, xl/. To W. Pecok, In Hi. bags to here to Bromholm,^! 
I in copper, the 20th day, xxvi, marii^ To Mcdeley for hii^B 
I reward, ijii. marks, and the same to Maryot. To Maryot for^^ 
I costs he bare by the way to Bromholm, iiiA yCi\d. More to 
I Medeley for mony paid by him, sdii. x*/. To the keper of 
I the inne where myne husband dyed, for his reward, xxj. To 
B Paston chirch, xj. To Bakton chirch, vij. viii^. To Grcsham 
I the London carrier, in full payment for the Chaundder of 
I London, v/. xix/. \\ud. More in almes mony, vij. vmd. More 
I for wync and here, vii. marks. To the parson of St. Peters, 
I vij, viiii/. For wyne for the seingers when the coors was at 
■ Norwich, xxj. To Skolchoase in part of his bille for torches 
H and wax made at Bromholm, for to brennc upon the grave, 
I liii. marks. For x. ycrds of iiarow blak for the vikcr of 
I Dallynge and Robert Gallawey, and for iii. ycrds and quarter 
P of brod cloth for Illce, xxj. xi. To Freton chirch. vij. viiiJ. 
For a cope called a frogge of worsted for the Prior of Brom- 
holm, xxvij. viiij/. For bred at the enterment, ix;. In almei, 
viiu, iiiii^. In wyne and spices, \s. To Dom. John Lovcday 
for cloth for a ridyng cope for himself, xiiiti. iifl'. To the 
makyng of Rcdham Stepill, viilj. iliii^. To John Orford, wax 
chandeler, for xii» torches and one candell of i. /**., Ivj, it*^. 6b. 
To John Dewc for grey lynen cloth and syJk frengc for the 
hers, v'lL xvij. \\d. Given to the Aiisteners at the chapter at 

the of Yarmouth, Ixxvj, To Dauben' 

for to kepc the ycre day at Bromholm the firet ycre after his 
dethe, viii/. iij. iiii^. Given at Castor to xxv, howsholdcn^ 
every houshold md. the said tymc, vij. iiW. To viii- pore m 
the said tyme, xviii^i. To the master of the College the said 
tyme, vi;, viii^. To Mastkr Clement Felmyngham the said 
tyme, vij, viii*/. To viii, prests at Castor the said tymc, ii 

' A church tn Narw!ch| rebuilt by Juhn Pksion in 14(0, the advowioD 
bfCD acquired by h'lm and Margaret, hi!i v'\h, in 14^53, The d»c of ifae rebui! 
U engraved ia stant □□ a buCticu by ihc ikLJcth door. 
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viiirf. To childern in surplices and other pore folk at the said 1466 
tyme, xiiiii/. To the parson of HungacCj vis. viiiif. To the 
said parson for a certejn^ unto Mighdmcsse next after the 
said ycrc day, viiiJ. viiij/. To SkoTous, wax chandclcr, for 
makyng of the hers at Bromholm, xKiiL ixj. viiif^. To Philip 
Curson, draper, for cloths, \x/. \us, Qb. To Aubrey, draper, 
xxxiiiij. For a quarter of makerell, xii^. To the Prior of 
Bromholm for malte spent at the enterment, xLr. For light 
kept on the grave, yj. Geven at Cristemasse next after the 
said yercday, to cche of the iiii. orders of friers, xj,. — xb. 
To the vykcr of Dallyng for bryngyng home of a pardon 
from Home, to pray for alk our Trends sowlcs, viib. iiiiirf. 
For a black gowne to the said vifcer, viiij. 

638 
FASTOLF'S GOODS* 

DECLARACIO bonorum mobilium Johannts Fastolf 
militis ad manus Johannis Paston armigeri de- 
veniencium et possidenctum cam ex liberacione 
Thoma: Howys, Rcctoris dc Pulham, unius executoris dicti 
militis, quam ex Rapto alio rum hominum servicncium ct 
tcnencium suorum. Ac valorem in posscssionc dominiorum 
maneriorum terra rum ct tenement or um suorum in eorum 
prima perquisiciorc per dictum mtlitem soluCorum et per 
hcrcdem dicti Paston clameatorum pro nichilo solvendo, cum 
cuscubus ' edifficacionis eorundcm, Et pro quibus omnibus 
supra specificatis exccutores dicti militis pctiunt de hcredibus 
ct cxecutoribus dicti Johannis Paston, solucionem restitucioncm 
ac satisfacioiiem dc dampnis occ2.sionc hujusmodi rctenclonis. 

In primh. 

Die octava mensis Novembris anno xxxviij, Regni Regis 
Hcnrici Scxti, videlicet tercio die post obitum Johannis Fastolf 

' Mii»C3 called 'cert?vDc:i^ art referred to In Nu. 51 (vqL ij. p. (J4)t 

' [From a M3. in the Toner of Magd. ColJegc, Oxford'] TdIi 11 a piper dnwa 

up ty WiLJiam Worcolcr oficr John PastoD b death in 1466. The ertors ia gmininu 

are chjuactcHatic of the nntcr. 
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militis, Thomas Howys clcricus, co-executor dkti Johannif: 
Fastolf, dclibcrayit Johanni Paston armigero de bonis dtcti 
Johannis Fastolf existentibus ad tunc sub salva custodta in 
abbathia Sancti Benedicci de Hulmo de parte majoris suinme 
in auro, videlicet in nohilibus antiqiiU boni ct justi ponderis 
ij"" cccc- nobilia, prccii nobile viijj. iiiji/-, faciunt m^A'., ct alii 
vice in moncta argenti xxiiij//. xvijj. ij;^. ; undc summa 
m' xxiiijA". xvijj, ijrf, 

Itcm^ idem Thomas liberavit Joharmi Paston dicto mease 
Novcmbris apud Norwicum^ de vasis argenti diversanim 
spedcrum ad rune habitarum extra thesauraium dicti militis 
manenj dc Castre, iiij"^ xxiij, unciarum ponderis Trtac, 
prccium uncic Ijj. x//., fadunt v*lxix/i"- xviijj, vjiJ. Et cidcm 
Johanni apud Norwicum alia vice, dc vasis argenti, ponderis 
Ivtj. unciarum, prcctum uncie ut supra, v'ljfL iiij;. xd. Et 
eidem Johanni alia vice apud dictum Castre liberantur de 
vasis argenti Cxij. unciarum precium ut supra xv/r xvij/. 

iiij*/.; unde summa v* iiij^-viij/r 

yiijrf. 

Item, idem Thomas liberavit eidem Johanni Paaton apud 
Norwicum dicto mensc Novembris, in cyphis et vasis auri 
triati et finati, iij**"xv. unciarum ponderis Troie, predum 
uncic xIj CI//. 

Item, idem Thomas liberavit dicto Johanni ad faciendum 
certum prestitum comiti de Silysberye de bonis dicti Johannis 
Fastolf, undc idem Johannes Paston habet sufficicntcm securi- 
tatem ct obligacioncm Episcopi Norwicensis xxxtij/^ vjs. viiji. 
Etconsimili modo liberavit dicto Johanni ad fadcndum certum 
prestitum domino de Fitzwater, unde idem Johannes 

habet sufficientes securitates, xxxiij/i. vjj. vuj</. . . Ixvjtf, 
xiijj. iiij/ 

Item, dictus Johannes Paston cepit de bonis dicti mili 
cxistentibus sub custodia Willelmi Worcetyr, contra agrea- 
mentum suum, ct tradita per ipsum ad salvo custodiendum 
Thome Plummer de London scryvaner et Johanni Grcsa- 
ham de cadcm capper, videlicet in vasis argenti diversarum 
specicrum m'^viij^iiij^-x. unciarum, precium uncie ut supra, 
CClxviij/i\ vs. Et consimilitcr ccpit cyphum coopertum de 
131 
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Troi 



qi]a.rt. 
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irccium 
uncie xb., iivjii. xvj. £t similiter ccpit anam catheiiam auri 
puri, pondem Troie xxiij. unc' ct dimidii, prccium unc' ut 
supra xlvij/i CCClxij/ji, 

Item, idem Johannes Paston cepit consimili modo de 
bonis dicti militts tradiiis WiUelmo Worceryr ad custodicn- 
durh, dicto mense Novembris, videlicet London, apud domum 
dicti Thome Plummer, uicra Cxl/i. per dictum Worccstre 
9oluta5 pro panno nigro pro Itbcratis togarum datis crga 
funeralia dicti militis^ ct pro serico pro banerctis pictia cum 
armis, necnon pro vino ct speciebus, videlicet vttj'^j. nobilia 
antiqua boni et justi ponderis, precium nobile viijj, ilij^-i 
iij'-xxwijA', xv;. Et Ubcrantur dicto Johanni Paston per 
manus dicti Thome Howys, London, de moncta cradita in 
custodia dtcti Thome Plummer Ixij/r xjj. iiij^-; pro toto. 
- . CCCiiij'*-xvj/f. vjj. ilijrf. 

Item, dictus Johannes Paston cepit consimili modo dc 
Wilielmo Worcestrc certa notabilia monilia et jocalia auri 
cum lapidibus prectosis garnizata, videlicet unum monilc 
ditissimum vocata Anglice a Pl^hiie Rose nuper domini ducis 
Eborum ' cum magno precioso lapide vocato a pGj/nted 
dyamani^ qui in prima empcionc constabat, ut dicitur iiij'^ m' 
marcanim, ac alia duo jocalia nuper dicti domini ducis 
tradita in plegio quando dictus Johannes Fastolf obligatus 
fuit pro dicto duce in tribus milibus libris executoribus 
cardiaalis Anglie' super certis denariis prestitis dicto duci, 
et unde idem, dominus dux debebat dicto Johanni Fastolf 
in denariis prestitis CCCClxvj/r xiijj, iiij^. Et pro aliis 
justis causis CClxvj/i, xiijj. iiij/ Et prcdicta tria jocalia 
per asscnsum dicti domini ducis sub sigillo armorum in 
scriptis tradita assignata fucrunt dicto Johanni Fastolf ut 
bona sua propria ad vcndcndum et disponendum in rccom- 
pcnsacione debiti sui et aliis m^nis laboribus et vexacioni- 
bus died militis pro dicto duce sustentatis et habitis dum 
modo locum tenens pro Rcge fuit in Francia, ac postea in 
Anglia. . . , vij'^xxxiij/i- vjj. viij*i- 
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■ Richud, Duke of Vork, taEhcr of Edwud iv. 

■ ProbabJy Cardiniik Beiufort -^ but it may be Cardinil Kemp- 
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Item, predicnis Johannes Piston recepit exitus ct profiaa 
omnium maneriorutn, terrarum ec ten e men tor um dicti milids 
in camitatibus NoriTolk, SufTolk, Essex et SurrSc per manus 
ministrorum ct scrvorum sine consensu cxccutorum dicti 
militiSf divcrsis annis ex quo obiit, per propinquam catima- 
cionem • . m'-vj^lxvj/j» xiijj. iiij</. 

hem, dictus Johannes Faston recepit diversa alia cafalli 
et bestias dicti militia, videlicet equos et palefridos principales 
suos vaioris xxx/i. ac oves ct animalia minuta cubsDCia in 
pasturis dc Castrc ct aliis mancriis. videlicet ij'^liij^'lvj, ova 
divcrsorum gcncrum prccium capitis xiiijj/. CxIiijA', vs. m]J~ 
Et in precio xiij. magnaram bcstiarum vj/i. Et in valore 
^y"*■ cuniculorum apud Warcnnam dc Haylysdon anno quo 
dictus miles obiit per Warennarios ibidem per propinquam 
estjmacionem assessatos precium m'' xvs., xiv//. SimUiter in 
precio vellcrum lane ovium de stauro suo apud Haylysdon 
ante obitum suum rcmanencium, xxvj/r, xiijj. ilijf^. per ipsum ^ 
rcccpt' . . CCUL xviijj. vWjd. ^1 

Item, idem Johannca Paston recepit apud Castrc pre-^^ 
dictam stufturam ct ordinacioncm pro dcfensionc patric in 
artilleria, videlicet colubrinas libriUas^ diversorum magnitu- 
dinum cum cameris in decern carectis onerads ac in curassys, 
brigandinis jakkis^ salectis, basnetes, habourjonnys, lanceis, 
crossebowes dc calibc [chaiybe], longbowes, arcubus, sagittis, 
gonncpowdcr, gonncstonys, ct cetera hujusmodi dcfcnsibilia 
valoris. Cl/i. 

Item, recepit apud Castre per supcrvisam dicti Thome 
Howj's in valore librorum pcrtinencium capelle ac in uten- 
ciliis garderobe dicti militis ibidem, videlicet in costeris et 
lectis de pluma ct coopertoria de arras et tapestria ac penulis 
de martys cum togis nccnoti utenciUa aule camerarum coqiiine 
et cetera hujusmodi, at per billam dc particulis patct, Cxxjif. 
vijj. iiijt/. Et aimili modo dc utenctliis Warderobe ct camera- 
rum remancncium apud mancrium suum in Suthwcrk, valoria 
xx//., . , . , Cxlj^', vijj. iiij(/. 

Item, dictus Johannes recepit per manus dicti Thome 
Howys, Willclmi Paston, Thome Playter, Thome Plumm 

334 
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de London, scryvaner, Christofori Hansaon armigeri ct Luce 1 466 
Nantron ad diversas vices tam Londoniis quazn in Suthwerlc, 
ut patet per bJllam de parcellis Ciiij/i. xy^ 

Item, Idem Willelmus Worccstrc mcnsc Julii anno v"* 
rcgni Regis Edwardi quart! solvit uxor! dicti Thome Plumcr 
pro debito dicti Johannis Faaton ul pro panno nigro ac 
pre3tita facta et liberacionea argenti fact" suo mandate divcrsis 
personis xxxij/f. 

Item, idem Johannes recepit in valore et precio panni 
lanei nigri colons per ipsum dati divcrsis homlnibus de aflini- 
tatc sua propria, Liltra ClijA'. ut in prccio panni lanei nigri 
coloris provisi et dati amicis ct scrvientibus dicti Johannis 
Fastolf erga funeralia sua tcnenda, xl/i, Et similiter idem 
Johannes Paston fecit prcfatum Thomam. Howys exponcrc 
ct tradere divcrsis hominibjs in regardis ct soludonibus circa 
propria negocia dicti Paston expedicnda London' ct alibi 
xxx/k Kvji- jd. Et consimiliter idem Johannes fecit dictum 
Thomam exponcrc et solvere in cxpensis victualium hospicli 
tenti apud Castrc anno primo quo idem miles obiit, tarn 
circa extraneos et notos supervcnJcnCes de affinitate et amicJcia 
sua sine causa apud Castre Maner trahentcs ibidem moram 
inutilem, ad summam iiij"'x/j., prout evidenter patebic per 
certam declaracionem, Clxli. xvjj. jrf. 

Item, ultra predicta bona sic sibi appiicata, prefatus 
Johannes Paston prctcndcbat habere et possiderc, sine racionc 
ct scripto autentiquo, omnia dominia^ terras et tcnemcnta 
dicti milicis in comitatibus, Norffolk, SuiFolk et Nonvico, ac 
sine solucione alicujus summe que constabant dicto miHtl in 
prima empcione ultra edifHcaciones et repparaciones dictonim 
maneriorum, ix"^'viij^/j. 

Item, considerandura est quod, ultra dictas perqmaiciones, 
cdifficacio mancrii de Castre velut fortalicium dcfcnsionis 
patrie constabat in triginta annis vj"'V;. Et cdifiicacio 
manerii de Haylysdon, cum clausura bosci et warennc, ac 
edifficacione duarum domorum vocatarum /*fs ^^g^^s apud 
Hayly'sdon et Drayton, v*'jclviij//. xiijj. iiij*/- Et custus im- 
parcacionb parci in Cotton cum repparacione manerii iiij'7j. 
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T466 Et repparacio principaLs mesuagu sui in villa de Jcrnemoui 
CC/i\ Edifficacio ct repparacio tenemcntorum suorum in 
civitatc Norwici CCxl//. vy'^CCCiiij" viiji?. xiijj, iiij</. 

Item, ultra is[a, prefatus Johannes Paston rctmct :n 
custodia sua principalis evidencias maneriorum dictt militis 
vocatorum Dcdham Nethcrhall ct Dedham Overhall in comi- 
tatu Essex ; que quidem maneriaj in defectu dictarum evidtfii-| 
ciarum per ipsum non prosequutorum a tempore obitus dJcti 
militis pro recuperacione eorundem, ct hucusque, exiatunt 
cjctra possessionem, in maximum prcjudicium dcfuncti^ pro 
CO quod dictum mancrlum vocatum Dcdham Nethcrhall con- 
stabat dicto miiiti in prima cmpcionc m4f., et prcdictum 
marcnum vocatum Dedham Ovcrhall Ox//. Et exitus « 
proficua dicrorum mane riorum que ad man us executorum 
diet] militis medio tempore non devenerunt secundum ratam 
xl/j. per annum asccndunt ad CCiiij'^A'- Sic in toto. 



m'-iiij^- xl/i. 



ABSTRACT » 



EXAMlNATtONI TOUCHIKG Slfc JoHH FaITOLf's WlLL 



MAT 



A.D- 1466. The following wiiacseea were ejuuniued accrctl; and ^kM 
on behilf of Sii William Ydwrron, * deceaaed/ ^ in the liouse of th* treaiunf , 
of St. Paul'fi Cathedral by JoIid Drucll, LL.D, :^ 

Msy 17- John Monke a/iai Smyih. 

19. John DawHon and John Gyrdyng. 

20. W[|liam Boflwcll, Robert InglyB, Ric. Hornc, and Thos. Pyltcrynjfll 



1 [From Pairton was-^ B.M,] Tht following fiaminationi are foiiTaiiied in tkt 
Mmv volume m the d«position» of John Paiton of which an abairai-i wilt be found in 
NO' &oS. Thep begin at pifft 31, iminedi airly after Pa^ion^t deposifions., a uoglf 
hlaak page tntcrvtning, 

* By 1 singular misiake in (he record, Sir William Vflverton i& her* tpeken af 
u dccpaaed irntead of John Paston^ — *pct partem venerabilis vlri domini Wildnu 
Yelvenon milltii JeKuncti contra lcBt« Johinni* Paston armigeri el domini Thorn* 
H0WJ8.' Velvcrton certainly lived for «jme years after this, and wai continudd 
judge by Henry vi- on hiE restoration (/ef Fun), bur John Paston died oa lh« 
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May IK Henry ClerkE^ John Toyy, Thoa, Hcrt, William Shawc, uid 14.66 

Nich, C^fichc. (,^Y 

Z2. ThoB. NpwfoQ, Th. Spycer, ind Thcs. Neve. ^^^ 

33. Jaha Rugge, John Gierke, Had Rob. Btmche. ji,,,, 

June 10- Stephen ScfOpc, 
I K Rit. Faaioir. 

I, John Monke, a Ajniih of the parish of St. James, Pokethorpf, in Nor- 
iHch, illiterate, of free conditioTi, Ihirty-lwo veara old and over, flllegCH bribery 
of witncHCB by Poiton and Howye, who offered to sell John Ruase laodB at 
Leyttofce ac tilde more than hiJf their value. Howcb made Rusee a pieseat of 
salt, barley, and malt lo the value of jf ^O, and piomified bim a full discharge of 
his account for goods of the leeFator m his coetody to the vitEue of ;^iOO and 
CTcr. He paid Robctt Cutldcr, vicar of Cabtef. 'colore cujuadam ultimt va/e 
diet] icBtitoriG prius Dondebirc' ('"^)i money and cotq to the value of 70 marki, 
and promiGed to present him to the living of Mawdeby whenever Thomao 
HowM rcaigned it. They gave Fclmyogham an aonuity of 8 markH, aad 40s. 
to a bay who ta his servani. They gave Robert Botelcr a fee (j^j/mn) of 5 
marka £a y^^rj for life, and the farm of a cloee called Mawdeby close, beaJdefi 
some other giits which are spec^lied. Hence the aaid John Rua&e, Rob. 
CBllclcr, ClemenC Felniyogham, and Rob. Bottelcr, falsely depoerd tu auawer 
to the second interrogatory chat on the Saturday before che testator's death they 
were preaent in a irertain low room (Aatsa camera) in the manor of Caiatcr, 
where the testator was principally between the hours of S and 1 1 A.M., and that 
with them were the sain John Paaton and John Bradley, and no oihera; for rn 
rexfity there were present in the chamber with the testator on that day, and 
especially during those hours, the said Rob. FitzraiiF, Nich. Ncwmani and 
John Loer coniinuallyT and the Bald Dan John Davye, Dan ThomaH Huwys, 
Friar John Bernard, physician, and Henry Barbour, and several others fat 
intervalfij. Moreover, Cutteler, Felmyngham, and Butteler, aaid Russe was 
present on that occaeiou. wherecis both he and Cuttelcr were in other pUcca. 
Moreover, bribes were given hy PaBton and Howea in varionn forma during the 
moathe of January, February, and March t463[-^^| and at other timea in the 
pariBhcft of Caistcr and Yarmouth, and in the city of London, to Ralph Lampet, 
brother William Bukeaham, and the baid Rnb. Cutteler- PaAton promiAed to 
promote Bakenham to the priory of Yarmouth, and also, as a reward for his 
teBtimony, to gire him 13 acrea of the tcBlator's land in Scroadby and Caiitcr 
called IsabeEl, to the iiae of the prior and convene of Norwich. Hence the 
testimony of th^se witnessen waa false, thai Faniolf, about the beginning of 
Aucumn five years ago. had made to John Pastoit estate and feo^mrnt and 
livery of seisin of hin manor of Caivtcr, and other lands in Cob. Norf> and SuH^., 
and the city of Norwich, to the use of the said testaioT while he lived, and 
afterwards to that of the said John Paaton and hii heirs ; for if any luch thing 
was dooe (which is not admitted) it waa on the i6ih October i^$7, in the 
36th year of Henry vi,, after the Autumn of the said year, and not to the use 
of Paston and his hein, hut to the iiae of Fastolf himself, and for the accom- 
pliahmcnt of bio wilt. Further, the teatimony of Rusie^ Cutteler, Bukeaham, 
Ff Imyngham, aiui Butlclcr waa untrue as to the alleged will of Faatolf that John 
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Pasion BhouM obtain the King'^ license for the foundattoQ of 3 cGlJc^e at 
It Vfis icL inith FAatoifs will that ihe execuiors ehoLild obtain the Kn^ 
Ifccnec CO found a college there of seven Benedictine monies of tie aame pri>- 
fcBKioo AS the monasteiy of St. Benel ai Hulme, of whom one ahouJd be pnoti 
and of leven poor men, aod that they ohould be endotved out of hit landi to the 
extent of 300 marka a yeir, all charges dedactedt to pray for the ioul of Lady 
Miliceut, hh wifei his p;[jeDts and bcnefactora ; and IC the executors were uu- 
able 10 obtain this licpoae, they were to give the abbot and oonveot of Sr. 
Benet'a landi and money for the mainteoaric? of «ix new monki and wca p«r 
men in chat monaalcry with a like object. Further, it is not true as alleged 
chat on Sacarday before his death, vi^., jrd NoVh* between eight and cIcidi 
A.hi,f the leGtator openly declared hie will with a clear voice in the heianog of 
byvtandcra, for he waa so ill jind wciik from want of breath that he wu UQabk 
to apeak dlatlnctly at aay dnie that whole day* especially diuing the hours above 
mentidaed. 

MoreoTcr, bribes were offered by Pailon and Howes in May and June 
1 4651 in the Mri»he> of CaJatcr ^ad Vermouth, and ia the ciiy of Londooi 
to Thomai Thorald, Robert Lawes, WilL WaTerman, John Osberc, John 
Heydon, Will. Pykeryng, John byTumyB, and John Shawe, for their tettimouy 
in t1u0 (nattcFi viz. that chey should have 20s. be«id» travcHiGg cxpcnsct aad 
divcTB other auniH which were offered to them in Paaton's name by Cuttefer, 
vicar of Caister, and Ric- Calle; and JohD Paiton prOTnJBed the taid Willum 
Pykeryng that he should recover certain Ininda in ihe tenure of his brother John 
Pykeryng, in Fylby, I0 the vdue of 40s, Influenced by these bribes, Thw, 
Thorald depoaed that on the Satarday before Faaiolffi deaths BartholoRicV 
Elya arxd John Davys caijie to hie house in fiehon, two miles and more fratt 
Yarmouth^ about eight a.Mp, when he was io bi» grange, atid asked him to come 
vith ihem to divers manors of the sakl Sir John, to receive certain grain from 
his farmers J after which they drank in Thoratd'a house, and he went mth 
them to Frcton, and to the manor called Cfilcote hall, ard other pUce» itt 
Lothynlond until midday. Robert Lawes also deposed that on Friday before 
FjeioITs deanh he vent ta Becclys^ and next day^ vi;. Saturday, retarning 
homeward (retJien^ {iomorjuin]^ met on the way the said Bartholomew Em, 
John Davy, aod Thomas Thorald going to Freton, whca Daty called him aod 
bade him lelt Thomas Howys or John Rus that on Monday or Tuesday next 
he would go to Caiacer and give an account of his stewardship. Afterwardt, 
■bout two r.rri<t Lawca came to Caintcr and told John Riu hts business in the 
absence of Howya. But the fcaid Wilham Wacerman, being bribed a* afore- 
laid, falaely declares that on the Saturday before FastoiPs death Barth. Elyi 
and John Davy came to bis house at Gorlyscon about seven a-Mp, and that be 
went with them to Thorald's house, and that they went and bpokc with Thorald 
at the grangi? while he waited for them at the gate. Afterwards they all 
catered the hall of Thomas Thorald and drank beer together^ and all four 
wcQt together to Calcotc-hallc and waited there till ten a.M., when Watyrman 
left the other three and reTumed home. And iboui two f.h. Elys and D^ty 
retarcied and drank beer at Watyrman'e houie. But the truth is that Elyi and 
Davy were at VarmoLith that day from scren till past eleven a.m. 
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Farther, John Osberoe, Will, Pykeryngc, and John HeydoD were corrupi 
wttQCiBCB. John OAbcmc said that on Salarday^ before ihc Feaai of St* 
Lconardi when Futolf was ill of hia l^st illDmi, ihr HaLd Osbcrnt, Pykrryrgc, 
and Heydctn came ro Caister (o receive ceriaia rtioniei of John Rub for barley 
sold lo him by Oebernc ; that about eight a>m> ihey enicr^ ihc hdl of the 
minor and found Robert Hcrt and gthcn, acrvanu of Faniolf, eJtling at break- 
faiT ; arid ihat -lohn Ruase immediately cime to Otbcrne and talked to him 
about th« payment- At last Ru4K took them into the cfauilram^ and leaving 
them, catered FflfltolP» chamber ; then, after remaming two hours and more, 
retarned imo ihc ciaiistrufp and delivered the ironey lo Oibcm. This tcBiimony 
waa conArmed by HeydoD and Fykeryng; but the truth \a that Kusse ibpt 
Saturday^ from seven till Dear twelve o'clock (^ primipa har^ upiima utj\it atl 
Jirttm hoF^ undechmr), and Robert Hert from acven to tea A^M-t were Ai YaN 
mouth, thrw milct oC 

Further, John Synmys and John Shawe were corrupt witnciBeE, the former 
aayitig ihdt Robert Hert was present io the said maaor-houK of Caisicr ai eight 
A'H. on chtr sard day, and even at nine o^clock at dinner -itme [tempore prandii), 
and that he nw the eaid Robert Hert ^ttleg amoag FaatolPi other EcrvaQCi at 
breakiasi (Jcnlaculum) ; and that he (Syramys) and Henry Wynetall, FartolPs 
barber, were occupied loyeihcr in ahocing horscB in the Hid manor from brcak- 
faBt-tTmo aforesaid to dinner-time, md thai at dtnaer-timc Symtnya law the eaid 
Henry aitiing [a the hail with others; and that on the aald Saturday, atiout 
eight ji.H,, and eveu at nvoa, Synunyt saw John Rm in the hall of the said 
manor. ALeo John Shawe deposed thai on the Saturday beJbr? FaaF-olPs death 
he saw John Rue and Henry Wynatall ir the hall of the aaid manorj both at 
eight a.M< at breakfabt and at dinner at midday, aod he also Aaw Robert Hcrt, 
porter at the gate of the manor, at ihoBc houn ; and that between breakfait and 
dinner Shave and WTDStaU were occupied along with John Synimya in shoeing 
Sir John'a horses. But the truth i» that both Rui and Hcrt were absent as 
Above-mcnLioned, and Wyasiall wae with Fa»to|f in hiB chamber from nine a-.m. 
to half-past ten. Alfo Symmys, William Pykeryng, Heydoc, Oiberne, and 
Lawefl were all abaent the whole of that Saturday, and certainly between eight 
and eleven a.m. And notwithBtaoding ihat the contrary is alleged agalnAt them, 
John Bapy, Banh. Elya, John Bokfcyng, John Davy, chapUin, Thos. Upton, 
Nich. Newman, John Loer, Wm, Eton, Robert Lynne, John Marshall, Wm- 
Lynne, Henry Wynstall, Robert Hert, and Robert FiiiraulT, gave honest tcsli- 
mony in behalf at Yelverton and Worceter, being men of good repute, raffi- 
ciently rich, and well worthy of credit- 
Additional cKceptions on the part of YcWcrton and Worcester to the testi- 
moQy of John Rus and Clement Fclmjngham, showing that Paston had offered 
to lei to the former a lenpment Jr Yarmouth for leaa than JU true value, and had 
promiBcd the latter too marks for the Austin Friars at South Town,' which 
wai not bequeathed in Faitoira will { aho that he had given Maiter Robeit 
Popy> bnides hiB expensea, zo marki for hia testimony, and remitted to him 
Jcu. of the rent of a fiahery which waa five years in arrear, and that he had 
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aliD released to bim 40 rnarlcn of a penalty of 100 muki dw 
bond^ in conaequeace of which Fopy deposed thai on Eh? 30th October thm 
ycAra previoualyt^ John Paaton had reported to him at Caiatcr that he hod troAe 
an Sjgrccmcni with FaeLolf by wbich hr wjb ta have all PutolTs lands in Kor- 
folkp Suifolk, and the chy of Norwich, iter his drath, paying for the tanf 
4OOO market and vis to found a collpgc in the maaor, Mc; on hcanag which 
Popy relumed 10 Fdatch, and related to bim what PaaEon had uid to him, aad 
Sir John cunfirmpd it, retiuniing him lo thow xhe same goodwill toward* 
P^ton, M ht? h?d clone ro hiirrndf. But in truth FaEloLf never asserted or 
cooGrmed any aucb thing. 

AniwerB Co laterrogatorie^ by ihc same deponent, viz.^i. Aj 10 hU kno^ 
ledge of the parties and wiineiBM. 

2< Aa to the alleged infitancei of bribery, and the abaence of Kiu on the diy 
referred to. The latter fact depoaeni says he knova, bccauie he and Rui Uj 
together in the chamber of Thomai HowySr and on Friday before Faiiflirc 
death Rus went to Yannouth to buy vicluala, ami left wiih Kim the key of cbc 
chamber, Hovrys being then at Blowfcid ; and Rub remained at Yarmouth all 
that Friday and the Saturday following, and returned en Sunda.y. 

4. As to (he condition of Fastolf on the Saturday before his death. H« 
waa ao weak for wani of breath that he could Dot apeak distinctly ; thoae abour 
him could not hear what be eaid widiaul iDclining their eara to his mouth, and 
ever then rhey could hardly undersund him. And this deponent sayt ht 
knowSf because on Friday and Saturday before hie death he was frequently a 
Sir John^i chamber, and when people &poke to him to comfort him in hia iUntM 
he only answered by flighii, so that deponent and others could not tell vhat he 
meani. Moreover, Sir John waa accjatompd when in health daily to aay certain 
prayera with hia chaplam, but an that day the chaplain said the lerrjce aloMi 
while Faatolf lay on hia bed and said nothing. 

6, Aa to Rueie and Hert being at Yarmouth, he tays he heard Thomia 
Howys that Saturday motoiog order the latier to lake horae and ride thhher to 
get proTLBions for the household, and he »aw him ride qui of the maoor acccrd- 
iagly about seven a.k,, and also saw him return with the proriiions about rcoA-w. 
[lo the maxgia here is written 'Nititur deponerc de abseocia Hert. sed ooft 
probat/l 

7. Knows that Henry Wynstall waa absent from the hall of the manor from 
about oine 10 half-past ten, for he saw him enter the chamber with hiB inatm- 
mcnis to shave Sir John, and wait there an hour and a half, aod be could qo( 
have left without deponent seeing him. Moreover, John Symiuys did not shoe 
horsea in the manor that Saturday, for deponent hid the custody of the forge and 
kept the keys. 

Anawcrs Lo another act of inferrogatori" propoacd on behalf of Paston and 
Howea, and here quoted at length, to the following effect, vii- : i. Where 
each witneae haa lived since he was born, and whether he be in the service of 
the party producing him? t. As to hia knowledge of the witnesses oa the 

' ' Quod dietls Johanoei Paiton apud Caatre pcnultinio die OeiobnE ultimo pr^ 
triito td trr B vintu prokime clapwu ubi retulif.' It v?ould Kcm by thii that P(^J^ 
icstimooy must have bctn given nithln three years of Faatotfa death- 
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other iide ^ 3. WbaL pariiculori he aa give aa 10 any bribery he imputes to 
them, and what wae ita special object ? 4. By whai meaoB he knew it, and by 
whom he hit been asked to give testimonj, and whether he hae conferred with 
hifl rdlow-wiLDCBBea ; whether they have receiTcd inBtructions whtit to depose; 
how often he hai come up to Landon to give evidence and returned without 
being called ; apd ho«/ much he was pronuied for coming ? 5, Each wilnesa 
ia to declare how he knows ihc facts, and to be charg^ >^ot to reveal to the 
others on what EuLjecti he wn:- queEtioncd, 

The only point of inieTPtt in these repliea is that deponent was asted by 
William Worcester iq the city of Norwich on Sunday fi^ht days to give hie 
Icvtimoay la the cause. He denies a]J communication with hia fellow-wLtnea»c«, 

NoU.^Thc evidence of Ihii fini wilTieHs nma to fi^e or iix tiraei the Jength 
of any other, and wc hdrc noted s.l\ the material points in tt* Of the depositions 
of the others we shall not give any eummaQTt ^^ mention brieiiy any new mtc- 
foenCf that seem to be of inCereit : — 

n. John Dawson, huptandman (a^WW/pr), oF Blowfcfd, where he has 
been for fom- years, having formerly lived five yean in the manor of CaJafer, 
and before that in Cambridge three yeori, iit<ratui^ iihirj comHtioHi/^^^KiMX. thiriy 
jcars old. 

HtB testimony generally agrees with that of Monke, and he ^aj& the 
coven^iiLt of Akethurpe waa made in the February before FaslolpB death, 
Between Chriatmaa and Haater after hiD death deponent heard Howes in the 
manor of CaiMer say to Robert CutteEet the vicar that he should hav? (t marks 
for his labour in giving evidence about Fa«io[f e wid ; :iod ifterwards Howes in hii 
chamber in the said manor paid him 6 marks. Piiston also promised him a 
bcnelice wojth 40 niarka* He aayg, about a month before Fasilioiri death* he 
heard Howei and Paston frequently repeat publicly in (he household (he tenor 
of Sir .fohn Fastolt'o will. About St< John Baptibt'e day het he was at Yar- 
mouth, and heard Jolm Symmya and John Shawe say tbey were hired by Paaton 
and Howes to give evidence in the proving of Fasiolfa wiih 

ill, John Gyrdynge of Frcteaham, where be has lived four yeara; before 
which time he Jived with the Prior of St. Faith'a two year^f before that in the 
(nanor of Caster four years, before that with John Enieryogale of Wrojtham two 
years, and before that in Norwich as an apprentice with Henry Toke five yean ; 
3 cookj illiterate and of free condition, ihirty-two years old and over.^ Agrees 
with the evidence of corruption agaiast Rus and others, Waa prctcnt in FaatolPs 
roc^m that Saturday fbrenooiii aad saw the two chaplains celebrating mass. H. 
Wyastali the barber was present till tea a.k, 

IV, William Boswell of Thetford, who waa four years with Friar Braeley, 
ftc.f ^teratuij of free condition, thiity years old and more* Heard Howya, 
Paiton, and Rde frei^uently confer at Caisier about the sale of a house in Yar- 




> The reaidcnces of eveiy one of thewitnnwi are given from the time of hjft lanh \ 
but we have given tlicw details only in one or two catcs aa B|>i:umens< 
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moLih, which HovySf at the requeit of Paston, at length graated t 
^10 lesB than iiB value, to ihe end that Rci might bear wiinets in thcii ^tout 
in the provlnc; of Faaioll^s wilU I Here occurs a mar^toal dok hj uotber hand, 
* Male Kinat. Quod ahua coDKitait dod probatur.' At the head of thi& dcpon- 
tioD alflo it is said that this witneis haa been proved corrupt-] 

V. Robert Inglys of Lodon, gcnEleman, who haa Jived there two vCdTiv 
and before that ia the jiariih of Hopion three yeirs, before that with Hcory 
None, Esq., for more than a year, before that with Sir John Fasiolf two 

Sars, before that with the Abbot of Langl^ two years, and before that m 
opton with hia father ; illiicraic, and of free coodition, thirty yean old aod 

VL Richard Home of Bruodatl, Norwich dioceie, huEhandmaa [a^grUukfff)^ 
who has lircd Uiere four years, and before that with Thomai Howya tJx yeart, 
and before tliat io the |iartah of &I> George, Southwaik, three ycar6 i lUitcratCi 
of free condition, iwenty-aix years old. 

VII, Thomat Pykeryog of Wroxham, Norwich dioceie, who haa been a 
■chooJjnaiter %t Norwich and Ayl^Ehsm, and U oow clerk to Robert Norwich, 
steward of the Abbot of 3t- Benet*^, Hdme. 

VIII. Heary Gierke of Blowfeld, huabaadratD (^agriculior), once \d the 
(crvice of Sir John Futolf, iJlileratc, iwcniy-eight veflrs old, of free conditifiiL 
Says that qd the Saturday before Fasloir* death Howys eeot him and John 
Shawe iq Varmoath about aeTen a.m., with a cart-load of malt 10 oce named 
Chirche; thai they arrived about eight, and were Epoken to by Joho Ru» aod 
Robert Cutieler in the market-place ; thai they waited with their cart tlfl two 
p.m.y when deponent took leave of Ruhs and CuiteCer in the nreet, haiiog 
repeatedly eeen them there in the interval Also that at eight and nine a.h. he 
aaw Robert Hert in Varmouthi who soon after hit arrinl delivered him a sack 
coaiaininE meat, bought, as he Hid, by Rus foi FaBtolfa household. He ayi 
aJBo that beiween eight and nine he spoke wirh the uid John Symmya, William 
Pykeryng, and Jolm OBbem in Yarmouth, 

Marginal notes are appended to the above AtatemeotB, a^rmin^ that bri' 
had been proved jgainat this witness by four others, and that he jitood alooe 
hit teatimony* 

]X, John Tory of Caiater, where he has lived ever since he wai bom, 
cijrku!dor, iiteraiai, of free condition, Iweoly-foui ycurn old and more ; cannot 
depose of hi^ own knowledge to (he bribery of John Ru£ and the others. He 
aays John Rub wa» oct prcAeni in the manor on the said Saturday, having to be 
at Yarmouth to provide victuals for the household. About eight a.hi> witncw 
conveyed to the said manor some linen, which his mother bad washed, for ihr 
was Sir John's washerwoman, auJ waited there, eometimefl in the hall aod 
aomctimes in Sir John's chamber, till after middiy, but did not see John Ritf 
or ary of the others namcdi as he would have done if they had been preeeot. 

X. Thomas Hert of CaiBter, a^rii'uhor^ who has lived there from hii tnrth, 
illiterate, of free candition, twcoty-tbree yeara old. Cannot depose to bribery 
except from hcaraay. Was aeot to Caister by his father on tlic Saturday before 
FaBtolfs death with capona to be lold to John Rua, purTeyor of victaals for the 
household, buE on inquiring for him, found he wa« absent, and delivered the 
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caponi to Sir Thomas Howes. Waited liJl nine 4-h. and 8a* neither Rub, 
Cuttclcr, Boi^Ufi nor Robert Heit. but wu lold Rua waa ai Varniouth, aad 
Bolder ftict in hia chamber. .Tabo Symitiya had nothme to do with the ihoebg 
of Sir Joha'B hortee that day. Wai ^ked to bear witDcKs ia ihU cause a fort- 
Qight ago by Sir Wililara YelTerton's servaai at Caistcr' 

XT. WillLam ShdVc, loper of Virmouih, ijliteraic^ of free conLiition, Jifty- 
ti^bt year» old. On the SarurdAjr before Fastoir^ death, wai at the house of 
John B^lle, at the ai^n of the Cock, m Yarmouthi ia a pariour near the puhJic 
Btrcctf when Sir Thoma» Howes lalbrnicd John Rub, there preBCOE, that he had 
been desired by John Paeton to remit to him jf zo of the price of a hnnae nold 
to Rua by the aaid Thomai, and thereapoa he remitted to him the ta\d £to and 
J markd, in which hi: waa bound to Sir Joho Ka«tolt'. He alio promised him 
the lands of Aketborp Hdl for 40 marks lesB ihan any other, prnFidrd he 
urould favour the intentifm of Hou'ea and Paaton. fit ia remarked in the 
margia that wita«E does r>ot aay what jntcntion'] WiUiam Lynd^i a servant 
of Sir John Pastolft wai prcaent, besides oLhers. He aaw Rubb and Cuuclcr 
that Saturday at Yarmouth, beiween nine and twefre a.ta., and fpok* with them 
and drank in the house of Thomas Loundc. As to Thomas Tonld, witness 
was at Yarmouth one Saturday, when he heard Robert Cuttclcr and Torald 
conversitig ; and the former told [he liiLtci^ chat Sir Thomu Huwea Joved him 
well, and that John Paiion could do him much good^ and id the name of Pafiton 
aod Howes he promised Torald lOi. for hio labour, besides cxpcracif if he 
would depose for them. Knows that on the Saturday before Fd^tolPa death 
Bartholomew Elys w^ in Yarmouth from half-past Hghi to eleren a.m., for he 
and wito«Bt bought hsh called rochee together, sold aome, and divided others in 
Elys'* houBC. That day he aaw John Rua in Yarmouth several times crcry 
hour fium uevcn to elcren a.m., for he was \n the markei-place all that timrr on 
hia busiDesR, and at veapen he ajw lohn Rus in the parish church of the said 
town. Next day, Sunday, he alto saw him there at matins and at masa< 

XII. NicholaA Chjrchc of Yarmouth, merchant, Sierattijy of free condition, 
forty years old and more. Testifies concerning a conversation held in John 
Balle's parlour at the Cock ia Yarmouth after the Chriatmas following Fastolf a 
deaJii with Sir Thomas Howea, John Paaion^Joho RiiA| Priar Ciemcct Fclmyng- 
ham, Dan Robert Cuttelcri Robert Boteler, ThonMi Ntve, and others, when 
Howes remitted to John Rua jT^n of the price of a house he had sold him, 
and 5 marks ol the arrears of his ai^counts. He also teati^cs to other acts of 
the same nature on that ocf;uion, and to the abKOCC of Rui and Cutieler at 
yarmotith on the Saturday aliovc referred to, &c. 

[In the margin it is rematked that this witnesK has been proved corrupt by 
diree others*^ 

On the lid May John Naieby, picMitor for YeUenon and Howes, pro- 
duced AS a witness one John Rugge, in preflecce of Master Robert Kent, 
Piston's proctor- 

XHL Thomas Newton of Burgh, t^rkuItQr, illiteraie, of frc« condition, 
fifty years old and more. 
^K XIV, Thtjmai Spycer of Southtowo, by Yarmonthi tailor, illiterAtCi of free 
^HccmdilioD, Bftj years old and mcrC' 

L : 



I 

I 



^43 



1466 

HAT 

and 

JUhF 



J 



THE PASTON LETTERS 



1466 

MAY 
and 
JUHt 




XV. ThomAb Nctc of Jcmcmath [^rarmout^^, merchant, £ttraimit 
condition, forty ycs.TV old and mor«. 

XVI. John Rugger iTurineTt of Yarmouth, illtlcrate, of free coAdkJoo, 
^y years old< 

XVII. John Gierke of GorLaoion, a^cidtor, illiterate, of free coodiom, 
fiitv years old. Heard Clemem Felmyrigham report to him at the Aortifl 
Friars ja Southtovn that Paston and Howea had given him a peanoo of it 
mirkt a yc^r for life, and 4OJ, for hb ocrraot, to lay maueB for tbe Aoui of Sir 
John Fatiolf. Cannot witntHa of bribei7 oThrrwise. A li[tle afier Michul 
mas, two yean before Katiolf'fi death, WilUam Worceter in Fastolf't came 
delivcTcd poMedaion of eix of hia manors in Lodylond, viz. Spytlyng ia Gv- 
laRtor, Bradwe!! H.ill in Bradwell, Hadlounde In Bradivcl!, Calcomi ra Frvtooi 
BeytoiiB in Beltoo, lod Alcethorpe in Leyatoft, lo Sir Thomas Hown uid 
othcra, his co-feoffces narncd in a charter of enfeofFment, Co the use of Sir JoIib 
during hii life, and to c)(ccate hia wiU afterward*. Thit he knows, becaLic le 
rode with HoAven 10 rhe aaid manors urheti he rook fxiswtiion, ^nd law ^nd 
heard Worceter deliver posieEsion thereof. Thomaa Torald re]>orted to wimeu 
in Lent laHt thfit Paatco and Howes had prorniied and paid him aOf., benda 
his expeDHefl) 10 give evidi^nL-e in the proving nf F;ia[o]f'a will, and had givra 
each erf hia feilow-wttneaaeft iis much, 

XVllli Robert Buochc of Yarmouchf mariner, FiferahUt of free condition, 
lifty years old. Snean lo haiiog aeea John Ru» ihat Salurday at YannoiAb 
between seven and eight. [A m.irginil noi^ GJiys that being aJterwnrds ^t^ 
duced as a witness by Futon, he admiued having bcea caborbed, and having 
deposed falsely, ] 

On ihe 22a July Yelverton^ti proctor, Naaebyi produced in prrveoce 
Pastor's proctor, Kent, two witoesses, viz. — Stephen kScrope, E*q 
Richard FaatoLf. 

XIX. Stephen Scrope, Esq., of free condition, ftcventy years old or a' 
Says he was several irinea with Sir John Fastolf in hia manor of Caiater witbn 
the two yeari before hie death, when .Sir John told him he had made hii will, 
and had ordered his executors to erect a cullcge of six or ecrea mooks atid 
ftcven poor men at Carater, and that they »hoald have lands and gooda 10 die 
value of 300 marks a year, if a ticeoae could be obtained from the King to that 
elfect ; otherwise that the number of monks at St. Jienet's should be iacreued, 
and seven poor men supported in the monastery. [En the margio it ia rrtnaikrd 
that thin wirnesB proves nothing against the accused witrieaaes, but Only eodeiiroun 
to depose concerning the will of the dvceaaed,] 

XX. Richard Fastolfct of tlic parish of ot. Mary bldermary, in LoiidDQ< 
tailor, where he haa lived for two years, and before that in the parish of .St. 
Michael^ Crokydlaoe, London, for 1 qtiarter of a year, formerlv with the Duke 
of York, BuraSuit of free condition, thirty-two yeara old. Went lo CaiHer 
about the Feast of the Exaltation 0^ the Holy Cross preceding FasioiPa death* 
along with one Thomaa Plummer, scripteir, of London, now deceased. Fonnd 
Sir John walking about hia chamber led by two servants, when Plornmer 
petitioned him to help deponent with good» that he might matry, ai he wu oac 
of Sir .tohn'fi relationa. To thia Sir John made answer thai he had within J 
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ARD 

Tew [<liyi] preccdiag made hu will, which Kc would not altcri aod thit he had 
madr intavioD of dtponent thereiD. Ht aIeo said tu Plunimci tliat if he had 
come in good timer ^^ should hare written hti wilL 

[Thtoughoui all the above dcpimitiDiia will U found margina! cuuuiicnts in 
another hand, a len tjf which wc hare noliced incidentally, tending to ahuw ibal 
ihe icilimony given it iniuflicient La pnjvc the bribcjy of Pasian'i wirneiscit or Id 
invalidalc thcif hlatcmciits^] 

* ResponHiowa personaliier factx per JohaQnem Paiton, armigerum, xxix*' 
die mcnsit Jalii addo Domim M^CCCCIxv^", ladictionc xiij™, pontificttua 
AaacUBaimi Id Chrlsto pacrJi ct domici oosiri, domrn] Fauli Diviaa pravidenciii 
Vs^ StcunAl anno primn, in domo hahitadania vpnrrabilia mulieni Elisabeths 
Venor in Ic FIcte vulgaritcr nuocupat* infra porochianj Sanctw Bfigidi Virginia 
in AEiburbeti dTiuti» Loadoti' aitLiata, [et] x.> xj,, ct xij""*" dtebui mcnsis 
Decpmfarin anno Domini Euprulicto, Tndictione xiiij*^, pantificatui dicti lanctii- 
aimi patrls domini Pauli taps Secundi anno iwcundof in domo thesautvii 
eccknic Cathcdralis Sancti Pauli London* in parnchia Sancti Grrgorii civitatia 
London' Miiiata, coiani rener^ibili vjro Magiiiro Johanrc Druell, ulriusquc 
juris dociore, commiE&ario el eKaminatore in hac parte ap«cialiier deputalo, in 
pr^EEeniia niei) Micholai Parker^ notarii pubhciy ecnbLc in ca parte QBBunipti ei 
deputati, dc ct BUpcr interrogatoriia per pirTcm vencrAbiUi viri domim Wiijclmi 
Yelvenon miHiiA et Willrlmi Worc^^t, pxecutomm teBTsmenti domim Johannis 
Fastoif inilitjfi mtniitralis, productum.' 
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NOTE 



EjCTFtACT Fi(OM 'An InDBK TO DeEDS AMO Wk1TIM33 rH THE ToWEKi 
MaGOILAU CoLLfGt, OxfORTl' 

* 34. The testimony of Th. Howes coDceroing the tuf^ment of Sir John 
Faiioli, touching which cantiovereies nro«e between John Puioc the elder, and 
ThoFi. Huw« uf the onr party, and Wilti^im Yelvcrton, Knight> and William 
Worcetyr on the oiher,' 



add 
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EDWARD IV, TO THE BAILIFFS OF YARMOUTH 1 
By ths ICiKGE {Edward tf^i Foitrth)^ 

TRUSTY and wclbclovcd, we greet yow well, leM 
wcte that our trusty and wclbclovcd kmght Sir John 
Fasten, our welbelovcd William Pastoriv and CIcme^H 
Paston, with other, hai'e been before us and our counci^^ 
worshipfuUy declared of the surmise of great charge that was 
laid on our behalfc unto John Paston deceased and them, 
jointly and severally ; so that we hold them and every of 
them sufficiently declared in that matter, and take and repute 
them as gentlemen descended iincatly of worshipful] blood 
sithen the Conquest hither ; and over that, have commanded 
that plenare restitution of the manner of Castor, and of all 
other lands and tenements, with goods and catcell, that the 
said John Paston deceased had of the gift and purchase of 
John Fastolfe, Knight, shall wholly be restored unto our 
Knight Sir John Paston^ like as the said John Paston deccj 
had in any time of his daica. WhereforCj in as much as 
said Knight intendeth to make his abidcing in Castor^ we desire 
and pray yow that, for our sake and contemplation, ye will ht 
friendly and neighbours unto him in his right; and su< 
other things as may be to his profitt and ease, wherein 
shall do unto us full and good pleasure. Ycaven under 
signet in our Castle at Windsorc the xvij"* day of July- 

Subjomed to the above in Sandfani't Genealogy iv *the coppie of a wiunat 




' TTiia letter is rqirintcd from the NirfaUi AnJrteohiy, where it waa iirst publii 
by Mr. Worship from a tmnKript made by SHndforcI in Ilia M^- Genealogy of tbe 
PasIotL i^mWy. compiled in J674. Sandford aUle^i ihit *the artginili under tbe 
lCing*> ftcdc remiitieth in the ciulody of Edward Paiton, Esq/ The d^tc iK Ecndeicl 
certain by the tramnt subjoined. 

' Wc h4*c jilaccd Ihc word* ' EJrtird ibc Fmitth ' \a parenlhcsca* though thtj «i 
Ool so pdiwcd hy Mr. Wonhip, and air ujobably not w frritlen in Sandford*! U! 
bccauic VFe nispcct thtt they vrcre nol Id uie icit of the origjnil ducumcntr but 
added by Sandford by n-tiy uf cftpIiinarELiii, 
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fTon K.inge Edward tht Fatinhfa mTorf Sir John Patton io the lan^&and poatisloia 
i^hich hr piircbflicd of Sir John Fiiiolfc, whrrfof fhf original! rtmam?th in ttir 
custody of kdw. Paifon, Esq/ ll is aridre(«d ' To ill tenaimtH, termori, or rn:ciipieT» 
of all the lands ard tpnements, and of every part of them, that late were John PasfonX 
Eiq., now drceated, by way ot inhfRtanre, or Agneit FatEon, Marg;iret Paiton, 
William PasFon, and Clenwnt Paiton, or any of them, and to all ntich perkoni what 
ui they hr, now h*ing in the rnanfior or place of Castor, or in any lifelode that 
»a* the uid John Panon, Esq., by v*ay of gifte or puichaae of laie Sir John 
FastoLfe, or of any other, within our coancien of Norif,, SiiA~, and Notvrich, and to all 
Che teTiantt^ fvrmon, baybei, or occLipierl of the Bunr, and of every part ihereof ^ 
and to alt mayen, thrcvn, etcheton, bgylilfi, jtid ether our offifen, as wel] within 
Pranchifie ai i^ithout our couniita afore«id, hereing or leemg thete our letten/ The 
K.ing tnentiona in thifl warrant thai * great pan of the laid landu^ tenemtmi, and 
manon had been seiied into our hands'^ and the tenants, farmen^ bailiitt, and 
DOf upicri of the said lands are charged iKencefoTth to pay the whole iKu« and profit* 
thereof to Sir John Pa^ton- and (he mayorr, iherLtfi^eftdhFatcirB, and others che King'* 
oticen an charged to be 'a^itting^ helping, and ^tTi^ngtlienin^/ The wirraint K 
' Veven under our aignct at Windtore, the xHvj^^ day of July, the liiEh year? of our 
reigne," 



1466 

JULY 17 
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ABSTRACT 1 ' 

Latter c1au» of a writ o? lupenedeos to an fschfatar directing him not to ia66(?] 

make inqi^LBuion /cj/ mortem on the landi of John , until further aotice- .^^^ j^ 

Weittninuicrt to July* 

[From The time cf year ar which this wrir it dited, it may have been iuued after 
the death of John Pasron, who died in May '4.66, the inEtuiMTion [>n his lands not 
having been taken till October following. But if may povibly have applied to the 
lands of Sir John Fuioif, who died in November 145 9, the inquisition after hJi death 
nof hainng been taken till October 1460.] 
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ANCESTRY OF THE PASTONS 



TTie following dociiment i« derived from a tranicnpt made by Sardford In the 
Genealogy mentioned in No. £^i, and ftorre previout papcrE^ and LBliluwite rrprinte*] 
fmm Mr. Wonhip'a article. Prefixed to it in Sandford's ^f5. are these words;— 'The 
Briefe followinge was delivered to Edward Paiton, Eea., amongc other evidence, by 
hii uncle Clement Patton, and it it written in an old hand.' Ir would appear, 
however, from the wDrding, not to be a ' brief* or abbtracC, aa Sandford considered ic. 



1 [Froni Puton uss,, B.M.] 




^ THE PASTON LETTERS ^W 

hut an PTlract fram soinr rrrtificate iriadf in the King's name in behalf of Sir J<^^H 
Paiton, Kiting fnnh wliai hail been provrd on cxuninatian a^ lo tht gttaiiirj of fab ^| 
ancdtiy. ^H 

THEY shewed divers great evidences and court roUcs, how^^ 
tKat they and their ancetors had been possessed of a 
court and seniory in the town of Paston, and of many 
and sundry bondmen, sithen the time that no mind is to the 
contrary ; and how that Agnes Fasten, wife to the said VVilliain i 
Paston, father to the aaid John^ William, and Clement, tn titl|^| 
of her dower, is in possession of bondholders, and abo of^ 
bondmen, whose ancctors have been bondmen to the ancetors 
of the said John Paston sithen the time that no minde is to 
the contrary. And they shewed divers fines, some Icavyed in 
the time of the bcgining of the reigne of our noble prc^cnicor. 
Edward the First, son of Kinge Henry, son of King John, of 
liveloude whereof they and theire ancetors have been possessed 
ever since to this day. 

Also they shewed divers inquests which is matters of 
record. Also they shewed divers deeds and grajits before 
time of mind, how that their ancctors had licence to have a 
chaplen and have divine service within them. And that divers 
of their ancetors had given lyvelyhood to houses of religion to 
be prayed for, and confirmacions under the Great Scale of our 
noble ancestor Kinge Henry the Third, son of Kinge John, 
confirming the same grants. 

Also they shewed divers old deeds, some without datc^ 
insealed under autcnticke scales, of divers particular purchases 
in the town of Paston, reciting in the said deeds that the land 

was holden of the ancetors of the said Pascon, 

as of the chiefe lord of the fee, and by homage, and had ward, 
marriage and reliefe. Also they shewed how their ancestors 
were infeoffcd In divers men's mannors and lands in trust- 
Also they shewed a great muititudc of old deeds, without 
date and with date, wherein their ancetors were alwaies sett 
first in witness, and before all other gentlemen. Also they 
shewed how their ancetors had, in old time and of late time, 
married with worshipfutl gendemen ; and proved, by deeds of 
marriage and by other deeds, how their ancetors had indowed 
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their wives, and by distenCs of livelyhood, and by testaments 
and wills of their ancestors under scale; and made o|>cn by 
evident proofc, how they and their ancctors came lineally 
descended of right noble and worshipfull bIood> and of great 
lords, sometime livcing in this our realme of Ingland. And 
also they made open proofe how they were nere of kin and 
blood to many of the worship fullest of the country, and also 
nere to many and sundry great estates and lords of this realme, 
and was openly proved and affirmed, without contradiction or 
proofe to the contrary. 

They shewed how they had kept pl'cc with divers , • 
. - and with Plays that had wedded the Earle Warren's 
daughter, the third ycare of Edward the First- They shewed 
a lineall discent, how their first ancetor, Wulstar, came out of 
France, and Sir William Glanvilc together, his kinsman, that 
after founded the pryory of Bromholmc by the Cownc of 
Paston and the townc of Bentley ; and how Wulstan had 
issue Wulstan, which bare armes gould flowret azure; and 
how he*had issue, Raffe and Robert; which Raffe, senior, 
bare armes as his father, and Robert the younger bare silver 
flowrct azure. And Robert had issue Edmund and Walter; 
which Edmund the elder bare as his father ; and his brother, 
because he married Glanvile's daughter, a cheife indented gold, 
the field silver, flowret azure ; and how their ancetors after 
bare with lesse number ; and how Sir John Pascon was heire 
to all those, for they died sans issue. And this was shewed by 
writingc of olde hand, and by old testaments and evidences, 
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WILL OF AGNES PASTON » 

TO all to whom this present writting xal come, I, Agnes 1466 
Paston, late the wife of William Paston, Justice, send sept. 16 
greting in God everlasting, lating hem know that I, 
the forscid Agnes, of goodc and hole mendc, the xvj. day of 

■ [From Pkilon MSA., B.M.] 
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1466 Septembre, the vj. yere of the reigne of Kyng E, the iiij* 
Sire. 16 the yere of our Lord a M^CCCClxvj., make and ordcyoe my 
last will in al the maners, loiides, tenementea, rentes, services, 
mesuageS} and places, thai ony person or pcrsoncs bene scased 
of to myn use and bchof with in Norwichc, Norffblk, Suffolk* 
Essex, Hcrtfordshcre, or in any other sherc with in Englond, 
praying and desiring al the persone^ so felfed to mya use^ 
after this my will, writtyn and inceled under my seale, be 
shewed unto them^ that they wol make astate to the persones 
Icmilcd in my scid will according. 

And inasmoche as myn husbond, whos soule God assoilc, 
dyvcrsc tymcs, and specialy among other the day of the monech, 
rchcrscd to me that the lyvelod whiche he had assigned to his 
ij, yongest, William and Clement, by his will in writiing, was 
so littilZ that they mizt not leve thereon, withouxt they shuld 
hold the plowc to the tayle ; and ferthermcwe^ seying that he 
had dyvers odcr mancrsj that is to say, the mancr of Sporlc, 
Swcynsthorp, and Bekham ; which mancr of Bekham he was 
purposed to chaunge with the mancr of Pagrave ; and if be 
myzt bring it abouzt, then xuld on of his ij, yongest sones 
have the seid maners of Sporle and Bekham, and no more, and 
the other yongest sone xuld have al the remenaunt. And he 
that had the maner of Swcynsthorp xuld be bound in a gret 
some to the prior of the Abbey of Norwichc, to paic dayly 
for ever to the monke that for that day singeth the mas^ of 
the Holy Goste in our Lady Chapeli in Norwiche, where he 
purposed to Icye his body, every day iiij^., to sing and pray for 
his sowle and myn, and al the sowles that he and I have hade 
any goode of or be beholdyn to pray for. And after that 

the ' day of ^ next folowing my seid husbond 

lying sckc in his bed^ in the presens of John Piston, his sonc 
and myn, John Bakton, John Dame, and of me, declared his 
will towching certein of his children and me, at whiche tyme 
he assigned to the seid John Paston the maner of Gressham iji 
honde, and the revercion of suche lyvclodc as he zavc me 
after my dccesse, askyng hym the question wheder he held 
hym not content so, seying to him in these tcrmcs, ^ Sir, and 
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thow do not I doo* for I will not gevc so mckyll to on 1466 

that the remcnaunt xal have to Uttill to leve on. At the sbpt. j6 
whichc^ . ; 
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B. — And after that the 



day of the monethe my seyd 



huabond lyyng seke on hys bede sent for me, John Pasion, 
Bakton, and John a Dame, to here hiis wyll rede ; and in owr 
prcscns all he began to reede hifs wylle, and spak fyst of mc» 
and assynyid to me the mancrs of Paaton, Latymcr, and 
Schypden and Ropers, in Crowmer^ for tcrme of my lyffc, 
and the manerys of Merlyngforthe, Stonsted, and Horwel- 
bury, whyche wasse myn owne enheritans, and Oxned, whyche 
wasse my joncor, and [prayd me to hold me contente so, for]* 
haddc do to lityll to ony it wasse to me, for somme he faryd 
the better, and so dcvcdedc (?) he ded for not of hem all, but 
he hadde more to care for, wyche myn as well as hys. And 
than he red John parte, and assynyd to hym and to hys wyffe 
the maner of Grcssam, and after my desesse the mancr of 
Oxned; and he, thynkyng by John Pastons demcnyng that 
he wasse not plesyd because . _ , , 

C- — Swynnc of alowyth that hiis wyll wasse not made up, 
but wot swm ever cwm of me. Dame, 1 wyll ze know my wyU^ 
and seyd that swyche lond as he hadde not wrytyn in hiis wyll 
wott xwlde he do with all, he wold his ij- yongest sonnys, 
Wyllam and Clement, xwlde have, and owtc of Sweynihorpe 
to have hiis per[>etuell masse. And of thys prayd me to 
reporte recorde and berre wyttnesse ; in qwyche disposicion 
and intent he continued in on to the day of hiis dcthc, and I 

* Here the Jraginenl erdi af the bottom of n leaf written only art one nide. 

' [From Paafrm ms^.] The follnwing apppir to be tKree separate tragmenti of an 
original drafe of Agnes Paston'5 wiJi, wrtten on two aidea of a ^mall ^crap <tf paper. 
T**o of theie fragmcnti have rhe lelten Band D preAied to them,jhawing that they 
were intended as inEerticins iD a pojt of the t«vt now loit. 

* These wordi are timet ihrough »iih the pen. 
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darre rytgh largely dcposse chat that same w^sst hiis last wyll 
the tyme of hiis dcthe ; qwyche wyll inimediady after my^j 
husbondes deccsse 1 hopynd and decWyd to John Pastoi] and^| 
al the other executorcs of my husbond^ desyeryng hem to^^ 
have pcrformyd it. A^id the scyd John Pascon wold in no 
wyase agree thcr to, scjying that by the lawe the scyd manerya 
xulde be hiis, in as moche as my husboadc made no wyll of 
hetn in wrytyn, and ga::c the dcdis owtc of my possession and 
estal of the feffees in the seyde marerys, myn unknowyng. 

And after that swychc trcsowre of my husbons as wassc 
Icyde in the Abbey of Norwychc by the scyd John FastoHi 
John Bakton, John Dam, and me, to dcSyverc azen to us all. 
the seyde John Paston owtc of the scyde Abbey unknowyn to 
the priour or ony oder person of the seyde Abbey, and with- 
owte my wetyn[g] and assente, or ony of owre febwys, toke 
and bare awcy all, and kepyng it styll azens my wyll and 
all the tothcr cxecntores wyllys, notherc restoryng the seid 
Wyllam and Clement to the forscyd land, nother rccompensyng 
them of my husbonda tresor, and ordeynyng for my husbond* 
Eowle in havyng of hiis perpetuell masse acordyng to his wyll. 
Werfor, in as moche a^ 1 know and understonde verrely that 
it wassc my husbonds wyll the tyme of hys dethe, that the 
scyd Wyllam and Clement xwlde have the seyd maneryt 
Sporlcj Swcynsthorp, and Bckham, and the annuytc for h 
pcrpctucU masse to be going owtc of the seyde mancr 
Sweynthorp, and that the posscssioners of the seyd mancrys a' 
thys day wyll in no wysse by any fayer meiiez or spekyng; 
tender my seyd husbonds sowie and myn^ ner perform xht 
wyll of my scyd husbond, 1 wyll have and xall by the gras[c] 
of swychc lyvclode as I have m my possession, that is for V 
scy, the maners of Stoiisted, Marlyngforthe^and Horwellbury, 
that swm tym wasse my faders and my moders, and cwm on 
to me by them as myn enheritanccp And after my decessc if 
I wolde soffer it to desend, xwtd goo to the wronge posscs- 
sioners of the seyd mancrys of Sporlc, Sweynsthorp, and 
Bckham, qwyche xaJl not be lettyd for mc, but If it be thorow 
her owne defautc, make, 3ta[b]Icssc and ordeyn myn husbonds 
perpetucU mas»c and myn, and of the remenaunt, as swerly as 
352 
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can be made by the lawc, 1 wyll ihc seyd Wyllam and Clement 
be recompensyd to the valew of the seyde manerys of Sporle, 
Sweynthorpe, and Belckim, zerly [j'wr/i^], on to the tyme that 
they be rcstoryd to the forscyd manerys of Sporle, Sweynthorp, 
and Bcklcam, In lik. forme, and lyltc astat as xall be afterwards 
lymytyd in thys my last ^ [will ; chargyng and requiryng the 
aeyd Wyltatn and Clement that after that they be rcstoryd to 
the manerys of Sporle, Sweynsthorp, and Bckam, they restore 
myn hcyres to Marlyngforthe, Stons[ted], and Orweibury.] 



646 

NOTE 

In the PastoQ Genealogy drawn up by SaDdfoid, to which we liave Eeveral 
times before alluded, occjn anoiher extract from the will of Agnea Pasion, ai 
follow I : — 

* Also L bef^ueath to the Whight Fryers of the Maid city of Norwich, for I 
am there a Buster, lo hdpe to pay bir [^A^jr] debts, xkA, which I will be 
gathered of ihe ^rrerage of my Ijrvelode. Al&o I bequriih to the 3uter of 
Graciori of the said Houie, wheteaB mine husband and 1 hare a perpeluall 
masie, a veatmeot which they haTc for a print to jiidjje in or [o/"?] reie Batern. 
AliO to the nKndiagc of Uie chappell of our Ladie within the aaiJ place, 
whereas Sir Thomas Gcrbregc, my grandfather, and Dame FlJEabeih hii wife, 
and Sir Edmond Berrye my father, and Dame AJice hia wife, be buried, and 
Clement PaatoD mj aonn.' 
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WILLIAM PASTON'S WILL* 

ON the Thurseday at nyght before Our Ladys Day the 
Assumpcion," betwixt xj. and xij, of the clokk, in the 
yer of Our Lord God MCCCC. and xliiij,, the 
Sondays Icttrc on the D-, died my husbond, God assoyle his 

1 The word ' wiir ii omitted in the ms^, and the wordt ' inylaii" npearrd. Whaf 
follows \i crosbtd out. 

' [Fmm Fean, ili. r^.] The following mcmntanduni reliri^e to flie dc^ch of 
h«T husband was written by Agnea Pastun, pnjbabi; about the time the made 
hrr will. 

* The Auumptiun of Our I^^ ivat the s 5th AuguiL 
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sowle. And on the Fryday after I sent for John Ptston, 
John Dam^ &c. And on the Wcdynysday after oun John 
Paston, &c. And on the Fiyday John nston, John Dim 
and I ycdc into the chambre^ and they de^red of mc to see 
the wyll. I letc them see it. And John Dam redde it ; and 
when he had redde it^ John Paaton walkyd up and down in die 
chambcre. John Dam and T knetyd at the beddys fete. 



6+8 

ABSTRACT' 

Roll of paper coDtaiaing a draft in English of part of the iDquiiitioii oo tbc 
d^th of John PutoD, relatLDg more especUliy to the foundation of FutolTa 
college. In the latter part the jury find that Joho Paeton died on tbc isvl 
May ^ laet, and that Sir John Puton, Knight^ i< his ton and next hciTt And a 

of the age of 24 years and more- 

*^* Copin of the originaJ inquiBitLon, ai returned into Chancery, and of rt«* 
00 the deith of Sir John FutoJf, exiit among the Putoa Ui*, in the Bodidao 
Librajy. 
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MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON* 

7*0 my ryght wyrskypfull mayster^ Sir John Fasten^ 
Knyzt^ be thys letter delyveryd in hast. 

1466 T GRYTTE you well, and send you God ys blcssyng and 
OCT. ig I myn, desyryng you to send me werd how that yc spede 
^ in yourc maters, for I thynk ryght Icng tyll I here 
tydyngys from you ; and in alwysc I avysc you for to be ware 
that yc kepe wysly your wrytyngys that ben of charge^ that it 
com not in her \their\ handys that may hurt you heraftcr. 
Your fader, wham God assole, in hys trobyll scson set more 

1 [Addic. Roll, 17,21a, B.M.] 

' The date in the Jnquiuiion returned Into Chancery (£ Edw. iv., bJo. ^) » 
xitt May. 

' [From Fenn, it. 17^'] The daCe of ihji letter ii ihown by the contenta to be 
■bortlj after John Pastoa the filher'i death, probabJy in the tame year. 
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that yf the wer had from c^t, ay 
such as the be for your 



by hys wrytyngys and evydei^s than he dede by any of 1466 
hys moveabcll godys. Remember 
you, yc kowd never gyte no moo 
parte, &c. 

Item^ I wold yc shold take hyde that yf any processe com 
owte a ycnst me, or a yenst any of tho that wer endyted a fore 
the coroner^ that I niyght have knowlych therof, and to purvey 
3 remedy therfor. 

Item, a<i for your fader ya wyll, I wold ye shold take ryght 
gode counsell thcrin, as I am enformyd it may be prcvyd^ thogh 
no man take no charge thys twclfmonth. Yc may have a letter 
of mynystracyon to such as ye wyll, and mynyster the godys 
and take no charge, 1 avyse you that ye in tio wyse take no 
charge therof tyll ye know more than ye doo yet ; for ye may 
vcrely knowe by that your unkell Will, seyd to you and to me, 
that thay wyll lay the charge uppon you and me for moo thyngys 
then ys cxprest in your fader ys wyll. the whych shud be to 
grcte for you or mc to here ; but as for me, 1 will not be to 
hesty to take it uppon me, i ensure you- 

And at the reverens of God, spede your maters so thys 
tcrmej that we may be in rest herafter, and lette not for no 
labour for the season, and remember the grcte cost and charge 
that we have had hcdyr toward^ and thynk vcrely it may not 
lengc endur. Ye know what ye left when yc wer last at horn, 
and wytc it verely ther ys no mor in thys countray to bcre owte 
no charge with, 1 awysc you enquer wysely yf ye canne gyte 
any more ther as ye be, for els by my feth 1 fcer els it will not 
be well with ous ; and send me word in hast hough ye doo, 
and whether ye have your laste dcdys that yc faylcd, for playnly 
they er not in thys contrcy. It ys told me in conscll that Kic. 
Calle hath nycr conqueryd your uncle Will, with fayre promyse 
twochyng hys lyflode and other thyngs, the whych shoJd pre^ 
vayll hym gretly, as he sayth. Be ware of hym and of hys 
felowe be myn avyse. God scnde you gode spede in all your 
matcrsn 

Wryten at Caster, the morcu next after Symon and Jude, 
wher as I wold not be at thys tyme but for your sake, so mot 
1 ches- By your Moder. 
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^^^^M ABSTRACT' ^M 

^^^^^^^B StK JjiM^fi Gi.ova TO Sift JoHff pAsrod ^^M 

t466(?) Wat at SaaylweU on Sonday. but could gci ao money. Mosiof the lenuta 
no*, 10 *W^y ^ Cjintcrbury or elacwhere. The rcHt aaid when you were Uiere lin joo 
had giv«n them till Candkmifl, * 90 that ihei myghC raaJt ih«r corn and brysge it 
to the best prcffc/ Warned them to br fcady by Tuesday bctort Sc Edmood 
the KinB, when Rkhard CaJlc would siiit ihcm* A ihrifty man bcBidt Beiy 
ie willing to take the (aim ; but every one say 9 the k«t faritii-r was undone by t^ 
AdriseB Paflton not to orercbarge hia farma. I hare aecn CateEyn'^ com, >ni 
your tcnantfl aay it Is aufficient to content you. Youi ahcplicrd ^iftbet to kno* 
if yoLi will coQLiDiLe him, for do one has sjKikea to Kim since my masirr yoor 
father died. Men of Fordhim have occupied your ground thciie iwo year* itst 
my master has been in Eroublc. I ihiak yaii should speak to my Lord of W&r- 
ccatcff as he nod Wootibous are lords of the Lown- 1 haTC bid the fanaeri at 
Snaylwell sow iome wheat land, and have warned the tenanu at Sporle, PagiaTc, 
and Crevimgham to be ready to pay. Adriaes him to keep up hit place tf 
Lan^ham'i. If ' my maBCcr ' had lived he vouid have cjcchanged h Jo< the 
parKKiagp. Supped on Monday night at a place of the Duke of Suffolk't with 
the parson of CaiisTofi, 1 chaplain of the DucheM, •and they talked *ore of my 
Laay's bargain, and were right aorry that she should forsake it/ The parvon 
asserted thai the feotTecs had put hex in poneasioc of (he manors. Talk oi^r 
thii with your t^onnsel ; for if the feolfeea be cotnpplled to releaw in Chancery 11 
will be noujiht, because of the estate they made before j so whea you expect to 
be moit quiet you will be most troubled* There waa alio the parson of Bramp- 
bton, and he said W. Yelvcrton had lent a letter fo the bailiff he haa Aet 21 
Guton, but what it meant I could not find our. W. VeNerton has put the 
paraon of Heynford out of his farm. I did not apeak with your mother bcfbrt 
writing thifi* a« she was at Caietcr, 
Norwich, St. Martin^i Even. 

From the mentioo of John Paston the father ai dead, and the trouble he bid NS 
in for two yean, it rruuld appear that ihU letter mu;t have been w ritien in 1466, thi 
year of his death. The kitei la endorsed in a tontempurarj hand; 'Lllcrab anno V], 
cc vij. Edward] inj**-' 



^ [From Puion M5a., B.M.] 
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ABSTRACT! 

ThOM4J GuNE to WlLHAM YeLVWTOH, E*^. 

Desirn bU favour for Frerp John CfacsteyQ and John Rusee of Yarmouth, 
v/ho urc BuapecEcd by Lord Sc^irs of having trcnBurea or jewels of my Muter 
P^EodS. He never trusted Lhcm with any, knowing ihcy were fainiliu with 
William Jennty and Sir Thomas Howes. Ih sure he put no treasure into any 
pbce in that town, reltgioua or oihpr, for he often »aid he wondered any thrifty 
man would lire in it, ^ there were 00 much riotous people therem.' Beg& hia 
fatour for my mistreiB PaBion, * which is now under your governance.' Hopes 
to see her hereafter 'afl worshipful and we|[ at ease as erer ahe was, and a great 
deal better when these troubles be passed ( for 1 am sekir whaD God woll that 
she be p^ied them she would aoc Buffer them again for right great riches.' 

Norwich, morrow of Si, Thomas Apnaite. 

[ThJA letter hu a great appcaranee of havlne been written ihorlly afttt John 
Puton't death. We place il thcrtforc in the year in which be died.] 
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SIR JOHN PASTON TO MARGARET PASTON^ 
To Meslresse Margate Paston, be thys deiyvetyd. 

PLEASE it yow to wcctc that I scnde yow by Barker, the Date 
bercr heroff, iij. trade pottcs of Gcanc [Genoa] as my uncer- 
potecarie swerytht on to me, and moorcovyr that they tain 
weer never ondoo syns that they come from Geane, Wheroff 
ye shalle take as many as pleasyth yow ; neverthe lesse my 
brother John sente to me for ij,, therfor I most beseche yow 
that he maye have at the lest on. Ther is on potte that is 
morkyn ondrc the bottome ij. tymcs with thycs letteris M, P.^ 
whychc potte I have best truate on too, and nextc hym to the 
wryghe potte ; and I mystruste moost the potte that hathc a 

> rProm Puion mss,, B.M,] 

' [From Fcnnt I''- 1^4-] This and the two lelten following are nitliom any 
certain date, but they arc all addrened to Maigarel Fastan, most probably after her 



husbanJ's death. 
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Date krotte abovyn in the toppe^ lesse that he hathe ben ondoone. 

uncer- And also the other iy pottys be prentyd with that marchauntya 

tain marke too tymes on the coveryng, and that other pott is butt 

onys morkyn but with on prente^ noCwithstondyng I hadde 

lyke othc and promyse for on as well as for alle.^ 

ABSTRACT" 
EnwuLD Miwiwr to hu Niicb HAtoAftrr Puton 

Hu a tcDint, a widow ia Sill, building a hoiue on hit ground. Sbc hat 
been thmtened with haTing it pnlled down. Send for AJcjn Rooii mjr 
recctrer, and take hii counsel what is to be done. 

London, I4 Nor. Signed * By your nerew Edward Mawdby ' ; aJtboogfa 
addressed < my most tnuty and well beJored niece.' 

ABSTRACT" 

E. Cuu • TO MuGAUT Pastom 

My little cousin your son ^ is a &ir ciiild. Wishes certaio evidences of 
FrethoTp, which she delivered to Margaret Pastoo's husband to make award 
betwcea her and Rammesbury , a P^P^ book of the customs of Ormesby and a 
roll called 'domysday/ &c. Your father-in-law'^ was of counsel both with m; 
mother^ and wi^ mj mother-in-law." Supposes there may be other erideoccs, 
as of Tacoloescon, TherstoOf Reynthorpf Rustcjnes in Wymondham, Kesewik, 
and Stratton. Sends back some rolls brought by a man from Norwich^ which 
belong to Margaret Paston and not to the writer. 



^ The si^BttiiT of this letter, Fenn sayi, is torn oflT the original ui. 

> [From Paston Mss., B^M.I 
* tWrom Paston us^ B.M-J 

' Eliiabethf vtidow of Robert Clen of Onnesby. She died in r+gi^ 

> This must be one of the younger sons of John and Margaret Paston. 
< WilHam Puton, Justiee. 

' Manpu^l, vrife of Thos. Owydale or Dovedale, of TacolneAton, daug;fater and 
heir of William Retvei. 

> Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Philip Branch, and wife of JdtiTt Ckve, Ssq- «f 
Onnesby j alter whose death she married again Sir John Rothenhale, Sa No. 1 $ iD 
vol. ii. 
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SIR JOHN PASTON TO JOHN PASTON^ 

ITEM, Arb[l]aster must mate a proctyr by yowr advyce, and i 
iS he lyst Co make the seyd Master John Halfnothe he 
maye, elles he must seiide uppe an other; and he most 
also make a letter of waraunt to the scyde Master John Half- 
DOthc undre hys aclle by yowrc advyce in thys forme : — 

Master Johii, Sic^ I rrcamjiiide m^, ftc, letyiig yow Vtm that I have 
mode yovf my proctor towcb jQg the l«at?meTit oiT Jghn PaaEon, Hiquicr ; whcr- 
ffor I prayc yowthat yc or my bchalvc rcffucc the admynyatracioD of hya pcydc 
tcntamen, fur I wdII nawt have atio thrr wUh' Wht^rfrnfrl loke that yr on mj 
behilve re?u(!e ^1 admyaMincioo, cmrtt&e or beayneflM!^ ihat I unyghc have 
there by- And thya shcvja yow my wyll here ip, and ^idi be to yov « dy«- 
Chirac att say tjmr. No moora &c. 
^H YowT Trend, Jamei Abslasttr.^ 

^^ I wolde nat that myn oncle William achoJde cawse hym to 
^ take on hym as hys felawe, for Iff myii oncle William doo thus 

■ moche in the corte I suppose it may here afftre doo ease. For 
as God helpe me 1 cannot sey verrely iff my fadrc (God have 
hys sowlc !) agrcyd that he shold be one, but in my sowlc he 
never thowt that he sholdc be, for he never namyd no moor 
butt my modre and me, and afftre, yow, whan I rchessyd myn 
oncle Clement, yow and Arblaster, and than he chase yow, 
seyng he thoght that ye were good and crewe, Kepe thys 
sccrett- Iff myn oncle be noon cxccutoFj it maye happcly 
bryngc agcyn a trussyng coffrc with CC, old pcysc noblis, 
whyche he tokc from me as executor. 

I [Fmtn Puton titt.y B^M.] The MS, from vrfairh thit letlfr ii pHnttd ii a drtft 
ID Che huidvpriting of Sir John Puton. Thrrt can ht liltJe doubt it wai aHdrcBtd ta 
hji brother John, and u it rcfen to Ihe adminittraiioa of their fathcr'i wiUj we place 
it in the yea of hi» dearh. 
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JOHN RUSSE TO MARGARET PASTON* 

7e iht wQnkjipfuU and my righs honorabyll mais^£SJ€, 
Maistressff Marge f Paston, 

IGHT worshipfull and myn right honourable and good 
maistresse, I recomaund me to you in my most 
humble wyae, besekynge yourc maJstresshyp to take 
no dyspleasure of the longe forberyng of yourc mony, whichc 
is ix/i- xvj;. viiji/. now. Be my troiithe, Maister Fen had of 
mc L marke at hysc beyng here fore custum, whcrof a grcc 
part is owyiig mc tyl 1 may be leyacrc' gather it up. 1 thynkc 
of every day a v^ykc tyl yc be content, and I thanke God 1 owe 
not al the world so myche as 1 do youn In as goodly haste as 
I can, youre maiscresship shal have it with ever my servise and 

Ereyer^ for ye do a meritory dcde ; it hathe savyd ray pore 
onestic and grctly avayled me ; whcr as If it had IcyTi in youre 
cofcrys, as, 1 doute not, a MV/, more dothc, no profit shuld 
have growe to any man ; it is a mcrirory dcde to hcljje them 
that mene trewly, whiche, for Godis sake, maistrefise consedre^ 
1 truste I am of that substans chat, what soever caswelte for- 
Cunyd, yourre maistresship shuld not lese on pene of yourre 
dute. Every ourrc (?) may be distrcynid of myn the value of 
C, marke in shyppis and litcrys, and owe not but to you O.^ I 
dare affermcn Also, maystrease, yc have an obligacion of mc 
of xl^. a byll of xx/i., and abil of xx/^, and a byll of x/i. ; for 
Godis sake, maistresse, spare me for a tymc, the rather for the 
alTeccion that my maister = had to me, whos soule Jhesu assoyle. 
Hyse maistirshyp grauntyd me many tymez to have lent mc of 
the dcdys goodis xl/*\, to have payd hym ageyn in v. ycer ; and 
so I doute not but I ahuld have had if hysc maistirshyp had 
levyd. I lost a gret lossc of hese departyng ; for hysc sake. 

^ [Add. MS. 34,1!?, f. iiS.] This letter mtiBt have been written canne time iftH 
John Pastern's death, but prahabfy not mariy^ yean later. Compar? No, fijB, 
* Sk. ^ John Pa*[ori. 
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maystresse, shewe me the more favour, 1 intende Jiot to 
dcbarre you of oon peny, so Jhesu hclpe me, but in as goodly 
haste as 1 can to contente you ; be my trouthe, ai ihys seasun 
I have not in my pocrasion x. m^rkc which \s right licil^ what 
cascweltc that ever fortune^ 1 am descyvid of many men ; be 
my trouthe there is owyng me in thys town xl. marlce of iij. 
yeer passyd, that thow I shuld go to prison I knowc not to 
have xxs. of ony of hem. Right worshypfull and my right 
honourable maistresse, I beseke Almyghti Jhesu, ever preserve 
you from adversitc. Maistressc, for the scrvise thai to my 
pore powyr 1 aught my maister youre husbondc I am the wersc 
by xx//. and more sylvir ; for Godis sake therfor, maistresse, 
yit favour me a season ; I aske not ellys. 

Yourre bedeman and servaunt, John Russe, 



After 
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J. STRANGE TO SIR JOHN PASTON ^ 

TV my risk worckipfiiU and good master^ 
Ser John Pauon^ Knyght. 

RYTH worchupful ser, after dewe recomendadon, plcsyt Between 
20W to undcrstond the cause of my wrytyng ys for a 1467-9 
maryagc for niy Masterys Nargcry, iowr sustcr. For 
my ncvycwc, John Straunge, wold make her sur of xl//. joynturc 
and CC. markc be zer of inherytaunce ; and yf zee and zour 
frendcs wolc agreve herto, I trost to God that xall take a con- 
clusion to the pleaur of God, and worchup to both partyes. 

Moreover, and yt plesyth zow to wete^ I am sore troblyd 
with Bcdston^ as welc be the wey of tachcments owte of the 
Chaunccr as odcrwysc, 1 must bescchc eow of zowr good 
mastershepe and help in secrete maner as the Ser Thomas 

* [From Ffnn,iT-il6.] Thii letter being addiMied to Sir John Pastnn touching 
a prQpoial of mazriaje for m« ai«f er, iniui hnvf been after the death of hit father in 
E46&, ami, af course, before the actual marriage of Margery Paftton ta Rirhanl Call, 
which Ufmi to haw rakeo plan 1oWl^h the f\osv of 1464?- 
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Between Lyncs, the brynger of thys, shall enformc zow, I xall be att 
1467-9 London in the hcgynnyng of thys tcrmc. be the grace of God. 
qwych preserve zowc. 

Wrctyn att Norwj-ch in hast, the Monday after Twelthe 
Day, 

By yowr, J. Stra; 



1467 

JAN. 22 
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SIR JOHN AND LADY HOWARD* 

HIS wrytenge made at London the vj" ycr of Kyngc 

Edward the liij. and the xxij. day of Jcnever wyt* 
nesscch what stoffc my master Sir John Howard hath 
dclyverd to my Lady his wyfc in this monyth of Jencvcr. 

Ferst ij- rynges of gooldc set with good dyamawntcs, the 
wychc the quene yaff my m aster . 

Item, a rynge of goolde with a fyne rubye. 

Item, a nowche of gooldc set with a fyne safyre, a grete 
balyse and v. pcrlcs. 

Item, my master yaif here a fync pccc of holand clothe ai 
good as Reync3 contcyncnge in length xl. yerdes, the ycrdc 
was we!e worth iiijj. 

Item, my master gaff her a noder pece of hoUnd clothe, 
corser, contcynenge in lengthe more than xl. ycrdcs, the yerdc 
was worthe ij;. iWjd. 

Itemj my master gaff her a longc gowne of fync crcmyscn 
velvet furred with menyvcr and purfeled with ermynes. 

Item, my master gaff her a longe gowne of fync 
velvet furred with menyver and purfeled with ermynes, 

Item, my master gaff her vij"* scynnes of fyne ermynes. 

Item, my master gaff her vij. yerdes and di. of fyne gnrnc 
velvet. 

Item, my master gaff here vij. yerdes of crcmyson velvet. 



^ [Add. MB. ;4,8fl9, r. 51.) Tht date ji taken from the hud of the 
buE tUcK ifr addjiLoas of Uur JalCb to January 14^1. 
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Item, my master gaff here a devyac of goolde with xiiij, 1467 
lynkes and the ton halffe of the lynkes cnamyled set with iiij. jah. aa 
Rubyis iij, dyamawntes and vij. perles. 

Item, my master gaff her an noihe dcvyse of goolde of the 
same fassyon with odre xiiij- lynkes, and thcryn vij. Rubyis 
and vij. pcrlca> 

Item, my master gaff her a gyrdyll of clothe of goolde and 
the hartleys of goolde. 

Item, my master gaff her a gyrdyll of grene damaske and 
the harneys of sylver and gylte- 

Item, my master gaff her iij. edges of blalc velvet set with 
Iviij. pcrlcs. 

Item, my master gaff here a longe gowne of blak velvet 
furred with martrys and purfeled with marteres. 

Item, my master gaff her a longe gowne of murrey furred 
with menever and purfeled with ermynes. 

Item, my master gaff here a colcr of goolde with xxxiiij^ 
roses and somes set on a corse of blak sylkc with an hanger of 
goolde garnyshcd with a saphyrc. 

Item, my master gaff her iiij- owchcs of goolde garnyshcd 
with iij. rubyis, a saphyrc, an amjtes, an emerawde and xv, 
perles. 

Item, my master gaff here a peyr of bcdes for a gentyl- 
womannes nekke gawdcid with viij. gawdcid of goolde and 
viij. pcrlcs. 

Item, a rynge with a grete saphyrc- 

Itcm, my master gaff her a noCher ryng with an amytcs. 

Item, my master gaff her iij, Agnus Dei of goolde. 

Item, my master gaff her a gret sygnnet of goolde with 
the vernycle, 

item, my master gaff her v. odrc ryngia of goolde withowt 
stones. 

Item, my master gaff her a cheyne of goolde with a lokke 
of gooMe gcrnyshed with a rubye. 

Item, my master gaff her a lytell gerdyll of sylkc and 
goolde called a dcmysent and the harneya of goolde. 

Item, my master gaff her a longe of vyolet cngrcyncd 
furred with martres and purfeled with martres. 
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1467 Item, the xviij- day of Fevercr mj master delyrerid to 

jM. 11 xjxy lady to have to Braye a bed of crem3rsen danuskc cm- 
browdercd with Cylc countcrpoynte and testour all aflter one. 

Item, the same day my master delyverid my Lady a bcde, 
a cyle, a counterpeynt and a testor of Aras with out goolde. 

Item> a pece of Aras for hangenge conteynenge in length 
xj. yerdes and tij. quarters. 

'tem, a nother pece of Aras conteynenge in length viij. 
yerdis and iii. q uarters. 

Item, a nomer pece conteynenge vij. yerdis a qu«utcr and 
di. in length. 

Item, a nother pece of Aras contcyneng v. yerdes and iy 
quarteres in length. 

Item, delyverd to my said Lady iiij. peces of new Aras 
wyche cam late fro Caleys wereof on is a covertore fore a 
bedde and the todde [jiV] tij. ar tapettes conteynenge all iiij. 
peces in flcmesh elles square C iiij" xij. 

Item, my master left at London at his dcpartynge to 
Braye in his place in Bathe Rowe the xx. day or fcverer ij. 
brede clothes of Blewe. 

Item, the vij'*' yer of Kynge Edward the iiii* and the xrj. 
day of March, my master sent to my Lady to Bray si longe 
coshon of cremesen velvet and nj. schortc coshoncs of crcmesen 
velvet. Item, a longe coshon of grcne velvet and ij, short 
cuahones of grene velvet. 

Item, the same tyme my master delyverd her a cheyne (^ 
goold of the olde facyon prise iiij. markis. 

Item, the ycrc above said and the xvj. day of Apryll, my 
master delyverd to my Lady v. sylver spones. 

AddeJ in Sir John HowanTs own hand: — And the vij, zcre 
of the kengc and in the monithe of Janever I dclyvered my 
wyfTe a pote of selver to pote in grene genger that the kenge 
gaffe. 

On the back of thU k». t» the following unfiniahed memoraikduro : — 
'M*' that I John Legge hawe bowode mcy self to John 0»berac jv sd 
obJygacyon " 
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JOHN PASTON TO SIR JOHN PASTON > 

To my mastyr, Sir John Pastan^ ^^gy^S 
in FUistret, ie thys ddyvcryd, 

SYR, lyckylh it yow to wet that thys day my modyr sent 
mc your lettyrs, wcr by I undystand, blessyd be God, 
all thyng atandyth in good wey. Also 1 undyrstand by 
your lettyr sent to my modyr and me that ye wold have your 
Ij^elod gadyrd as hastyly as we myght do it. Syr, as to that, 
and othyr folic do no wers thcr dever [^/ifuc/V] in gaderyng of 
Dthyr manerys then we have don m Caster, I tryst lo God 
that ye schaJI not be lone unpayid ; for thys day wc had in 
the last comb of barly that cny man had owyth in Caster 
towne^ not with standyng Hew Awstyn and hys men hathe 
crakyd many a gret woord in the tym that it hathe ben in 
gaderyng. And twenty con:ib Hew Awstyns man had doun 
cartyd rcdy for to have led It to Yarmowth. And when I 
herd ther of I let slype a scrtyn of whclpys that gave the cart 
and the barly syche a torn that it was fayn to tak covert in 
your bakhous system at Caster hallc, and it was wet within an 
owyr aftyr that it cam horn, and is nye redy to mak of good 
maJt all, ho ho \ William Yelverton hathe ben at Gwton and 
hathe set in a new bayly ther and hathe dysrreynyd the len- 
auntis, and hathe geve hem day till Candyllmas to pay sychc 
mony as he axyth of hem. Also the scyd YcUverton hathe 
ben at Saxthorpc, ard hathe dystreynyd the fcrmour ther and 
takyn of hym swerte to paye hym. And thys day the seyd 
Yelverton and viij, men with hym, with jaicys and trossyng 
dobletis all the felawshep of hem, wer redy to ryd; and one 
of the same felawschcp told to a man that sye hem all redy 

' [Actd, MS' 13i597^ ^■ 1-] This lelTer appcara lo have been written m the year 
i4^fi7jlike No, fifii, whidi beam (Ui« eleven day* laMr- Besides what J* said here of 
Velireiton, noie the reiertnce to J^hn Grts-anJ John Bufgeya, ••hose rmmcs Appear 
ill tke other letter ilio. 
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1467 that they shuld ryd to laic a dj'stres in sertayn manors tbxt 

JAN, 17 wcr Syr John Fastolffys; whcrfor 1 suppose very ly that thcy^ 

be to Gwton and Saxthorp. Wher for to morrow 1 purpose^ 

to send Dawbeney thedyr to wet what they do, and to comand 

the ' tenauntis and fermors that they pay no mony to nobody 

B bot to yow. John Grey, othyrwysc callyd John Delesbay, and 

H John Burgeys they be Yclvertons Itapteyns, and they ryd and 

^m go dayly, as well in Norwych as in othyr plasys of yours and 

H othjr mcnys, in the contrc in thcr trossyng dowblcttis with 

H bombardys and kanonp and chafevclcyns, and do what so 

H ever they wyli in the centre ; ther dar no pore man dysplese 

H theym, for what so evyr they do with thcr swordys they miJcc 

H it lawe; and they tak dystressys out of mens howsys, hors or 

H catcll, or what they wyll, thow it be not on that for that they 

H ask the dwte for. Wher for, me thynkys with csy mcnys jrc 

H myth get a prevy aeall of the Kyng to be dyrectyd to the 

V meyer of Norwyche, as for the towne of Norwyche, and for 

the countre a nothyr privc scall, dyrect to me and to sora 

othyr good felaw, Syr William Calthorp, for he hatyth Grcy^^ 

for to arcst the seyd felawa for syche ryot and to bryng hcci 

to the next prison, thcr to abycd with out baylc tyll sycbc 

tym as the Kyng scndyth othyrwysc woord, and they that the 

privc sale shall be dyrect to, to be chargj'd vpon pcync of ther 

alegeans to execuC the Kyngis comandement; and, this dore, 

1 waranC your lyvelod that my lord delya not with shall be 

gadyrd pesybylly. As to that lyvelod that my lord clcmys I 

shall do my dever, our logyng kep, to tak as myche profyt of 

it as I may by the grase of God, Whom I pray send you the 

acomplyahcment of your hcrtys dcsyir, and other por folys 

thcrs. All my felawshep ar mcry and well at case, biyssyd 

be God, and recomandyth hem all on to yow, Wretyn 

Twesday next befor Kandylmas. — Your brodyr, 

J. p. 

■ ^ihc' repealed in mi. 
« 'SvT William— Grev' is 
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T. DAVERSE TO SIR JOHN PASTON^ 

7"fl my right good mayter^ Sir John Paston^ Knyghi. 

Y right especiall good mayster, [ recomand me to yow, i467(?) 
thanlcyng you right herteTy of your gcntell letter late jam. iij 
send to mc. And as to Pynchcstcr mater, &t:», I 
wuldc I were yourc nygh kynncsman, ycf hit picsed God, and 
than shuid I know yef hit shuld grcve your hertc asmcche as 
hit dothc other of my kynnc and frendes to see me thus 
cowardly hurtc and maimed' by Pynchcstcr, causeles ; and of 
myn entente in that mater, Wylliam Rabbes shall telle you 
more. All so I besechc yow to recomand mc to my Lordcs 
good grace, as to hym whom of crthcly estates, next my dcwtc^ 
I moste love and drcdc, and that shuld he well knowc and hit 
lay in my power, praying you hcrtely to declare his Lordship 
such mater as Wylliam Rabbes shaU enfourmc yow, and to 
send me my Lordes answere. 

All so in asmoche as I undcrstodc by yow that money 
shuld cause you conclusion in your mater this next termc^ and 
ye wuU be at London on Monday at nyght or Tcwsday by 
none, I truste that I have studyed such a mene that, up on 
surete as ye may make, to gete yow an Qli. or CC- mark to 
be larte un to yow for an halfe yere, with oute any chevys- 
shaunce or losse of good by yow^ as Wylliam Rabbes shall telle 
you more, &c. 

1 [From FcnTi, iv. 173-] The prcciK datv of thit IcHer ipl by no meanft «rtain. 
Ftnn difes ir merely between 146^ and 1+69 ; but if it be * my Lady of Oxford,* and 
not 'my Lord,^ who it ipoken of near the end (jet P^g^ x^%t footnote i], it may Ik 
rnany yean bier. The carJ of Oxford wat committed to the Tower \z\ the \%Xttt 
part 0I t^e yrar 146V. In 1470 he took part in the brief reitoration of Henry vj., 
and OP the retain of EJwiid iv. he waa obliged to quit the dMrntij. If the EarJi 
therefore^ Ie alluded la u living in England, the date cannot well be Uier Iban 
Probably it it about the year 1467- In that year the 19th January fell an a ThutH- 
day, which would allow a If asonable time for th^ writer to luggeM to Sir John PanEon 
the pupediency of Mi being in London oa Monday or Tuesdnv following. 

3 The word* ^and maimf d ' art inserted from the rignt-hand copy in Fenn. 
They are not in the left-hand ccpy, haring been overlooked, apparency, by the 
tranicriber. 
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[4,67(0 And as to Ovyde 'De Arte Amandi/ I shall aerd hym 
JAW- zg you this next welce, for I have hyt not now rcdy ; but me 
thenkcyth Ovide ' De Rcmcdlo' were more mete for yow, but 
ycf [flfl/ifji] ye purposid to fallc hastcly in my L^y Anne P/ 
Uppe, as white as whales bon, &c. Ye be the best chcscr of 
a gentcll woman ihat i knowc, &c. And 1 pray you to re- 
comaunde me to my Lord of Oxford," and to my goods 
Maysters Nedeham, Richemond, Chyppcnham^ Stavely, Blox- 
ham, Stuard, and Ingulton In specially and all other good 
masters and frcndes in gcncrall, &c, And» sir, Maystrcs 
Gaydade rccomand mc [? /icr] to yow and said bcssyog fare 
For charite, and she said me she wuld fayne have a 
felet, &c. 

Wreten at London, this xxix. day in Janyver, 
With herie and scrvysc your, 
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JOHN PASTON TO SIR JOHN PASTON* 



rare^ 

J 



SYR, it is so that thys Saterday John Rus sent me word 
by Robert Botlcr, that William Yelverton hathe ben 
thys iij. dayis in Yermothe for to get new wytnessys up 
to London; and, aa it is thowt by the sdd John Rus and 
Robert Botler, ther wytnessyng Is for to prove that it was Sir 
John Fastolfs wyll that ther schold be mortcysyd iij.^ mark by 
ycr to the colage^ and also that syche astat as my fadyr took 

■ Who my Lady Anne P. ^sa 1 cannot FrlL The eirpmuon ■ as white fti irt^' 
honf ■ ii nther a strange otic. 

* The modpm venioa in Fcnn Kodi 'my Lady of Oitford/ but *my Lofri 
Oxford ' it right. 

* Frnn uyi thii iubKriptJon if evplained by ' T. DiTcicr ' being writtm under 
the direction, aa he believeflj in the h;inJ of the receiver, 

* [From Fenn, iv. 17&,] This IcICt muBt have been wntten in February 14.(7, 
It vra evidently ifter Sir John Pasion had succeeded 10 his fittier't eitatet, but bei«R 
any amngrmeni had been come td beEween him and Velverion. It wiM be found 
hereafter that an the nth January 14.6I Sir John FHlolfs cuecuton, iTiciuding 
YeJverton, reJea«d their right* in Caiiter and other mwio« to Sir John Psiton, Oa 
the back of this letter, Fenn sayi, l« written m an ancient handj 'Tentei idonei adj 
negandum veiitatcnij u( paCct infra/ 
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her at Caster at Lames rext befor that Sir John Fastolf dyid, 
was delyveryd to my fadyr to the intent for to perform the 
seyd wyll, 

Bartholomew Elys, John Appylby, and John Clerk ar the 
wytneasys; 2.nd as for Barthcw ElySj he ia owtUwyd, and also 
men say in Yermowthe that he is bawdc betwyx a clerk of 
Yermowthe and hys owne wyfe ; and as for John AppyJby, he 
IS half frentyk, and so take in the towne, notwithstandyng he 
is an attorny, as Barthew Eiys is, in the Baylys Coort of 
Ycrmowthc ; and as for John Clerk of Gorleston, he is owt- 
lawyd at Sir John Fastolfys swtc, and at dyvcra othyr mcnys, 
notwithstandyng he 13 thorow with Sir T. Howys^ for Sir 
John Fastolf, for thys cause, that the seyd Clerk was on of Sir 
T. Howys ^ last wytnessys befor thys. 

I trow John Loer shall be anothyr wyttnesse. As for 
Barthew Elys and John Appylby, they lye thys nyht at 
Blyborowgh onward on her wey to Londonward. Make good 
wcchc on hem. 

1 pray yow send us some good tydyngs, Wretyn the 
Saterday, lat at nyght, next aftyr Kandylmas Day. 

I pray yow rcmembyr John Grey and John Burgeys. We 

have horn the most part of your barly, save fro Wynterton, 
and that I Croat to have this next wek^ or cllys wc wyll strat 
[t//j/mff?] for it by the grace of God, whom I besechc mak 
yow good. 

I thynk ther comyng up is for to dysprove your wyttnessys 
that he had in to the Chancery. 

' Ftnn hai ' SJr Thoviiy* ' in Uta Itft-hand copf , which we cannol help thinking a 
misreading of ^ Sir T. Howyi*.' 

* Fcnn »>s thia letter 'h*s neither subnrripiiDii Dor diLc^; ncvatbelcu chcie 
ijiitiido sTanil m the fijoE iff the tc<i at he h«B printed it^ 
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SIR JOHN PASTON TO JOHN PASTON* 

To my troiker^ John Pasau. 

YGHT worschypftil and vcrrcly wdbclovyd brother, 
hcrtdy comanJc mc to yow, thankyng yow of vowr 
labor and dyligcncc that yc have in kcpyng of my 
place at Castr so sewerTy, both with yowr hert and mynde, to 
yowr gret bisynesse and croble ; and I ageyn warde have haddc 
so lytcll leyser that I have not spedde bot fcwe of yowr ercndys, 
ncr kannot bcfor thys rymc. 

As for my Lady Boleyncs' dysposicion to yow wcrds, I 
kannot in no wysc fyndc hyr a greabic that yc scholde have 
her dowter, for all the prevy mcaties that I kowde make, inso 
moche 1 hadde so lytell comfor by all the meanes that I kowde 
make, that I dysdeyned in myn own p[e]rson to comon with 
hyr ther in. Neverthclessej 1 undrestande that sche seythe, 
' What if he and schc kan agrc 1 wyll not Ictte it, but I wiW 
never advysc hyr thcrto in no vfysc.' And uppon Tcwcsday 
last past, sche rood horn in to Norfolkc. Wherfor as ye 
thynke ye may fynde the meane to speke with hyr yowr selfe, 
for with owl that, in myn conceyt, ic wyl not be, ^M 

And as for Crosseby, 1 undrestand not that ther is no^B 
maryage concluded bctwcn them, ncverthclcssc ther is gret 
langagc that it is lykc to bc> Yc be personable, and pcr- 
avcnturc yowr bcyng ones in the syght of the mayde» and a^i 
lytele descuveryng of your good wyl to her, byndyng hyr to^f 
kepe it secret, and that ye kan fynde in yowr hert, with som" 
comfort of hyr, to fynde the meane to brynge suchc a mater 
abowt as schall be hyr plcasur and yowrs, but that thys 

' [Fiom Fcnn, It. }iA.] Thii tctLer » cvidcntl}^ of the Mine jtti ■» No. ii 
to\]o*i\Dg, inJ a little eartirr !d point uf date. 

■ Anne, widow of Sir GcafTrej Boleyn, She wai dauchtci of Thomas Lord Hi 
and HsEtlngB. Sir GfofTrey had bj her three daughters, of whom ihc joungm, Alii 
11 here rffertfd la. Thii ALjcc was aftemardB mtuird to Sir John PojtcHiuc- 
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kannot do with owi som comfort of hyr in no wyse; and ber 1467 
yor selfe as lowly to the moder as yc lyst, but to the mayde «**ch 
not to lowly, ncr that yc be to gladdc to spcdc, ncr to sory to 
faylc. And I alwcys schall be your hcrault bothc her, if sche 
com hyddets and at home when I kome horn, whych I hope 
hastly with in xl, dayes at the farthest. My modre hathe a 
letter, whych can tell you mor, and ye may lat Dawebeney 
Beit. JoHv Paston, K. 

^K I suppose and ye kail wellc upon R, Callc, he schall purvey 
^Byow mony, 1 have wrctyn to hym inow. 

P 
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RICHARD CALLJi TO SIR JOHN PASTON^ 

^0 my rygAi reverent artd worschipfull mayster^ Sir 
John PastoH^ Knight. 



I 



PLESITH it you to weie that I have spoken with Henre ipwi, 3 
Inglouse, and I fynde hym disposid weele ; hough be 
it he hath be labored to nough of late be divers, never- 
thcles he woU not come withoute he have a suppcna, and if he 
come up be suppena, he can aey nor nought woil sey, any 
thynge that schulde be prejudice or hurte to your mater, ajid 
so he hathe tolde them that hath labored to hym for it, weche 
hym ihynkyth causith them to have no grete hast to have hym 
up. He tellith me that the Abbot of Langley schal come up 
and Wichyngham, Thcs have her writtes of suppena dcly vera 
unto them. Also thcr comcth up Doctor Vergraunt and Frier 
Bernard. And as for Robert Inglouse, I have spoken with 
hym, and 1 fynde hym no thyng so weelc disposid as his 
brother is ; he hath be sore labored be the meanes of my Lord 

" [From Faaton wa»-, B.M.l Thii Jetlcr secma to relate lo the summoning of 
WIU1C3K5 to London for the probate of FailolTiwillj and being addit»Kd lo Sir John 
Puton, we maj presume ihat it vraa written in tlie year after hit father'! death, and 
before the fiual tcnlemcnt of (he diepiite- 
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1467 of Norilblk and of my Lord of Suflblk ; he scyth largely that 
irui. 3 he knoweth moche of this mater, snug to mc that if he schulde 
be examyned be for a jugc, he wolde my master your undc' 
wer his juge, for he knoweth the mater as wccle as any man. 
He aeith if he be sworn be fore my Lordc Chaunccler^ he woll 
desire of my Lord that Maister William schulde be sworn as 
wecle as he ; ncvertheles I have so mcvyd hyra that withoute 
ther come a suppena for hym he woll not come, as he se& it 
is hard to tniste hym. It were weele doo if ther were no 
suppena out for hym to cauce that ther schulde non come, 
nouther to hym nor to hes brother, &c. I can not undre- 
stonde of no moo thai schulde come up yet^ but I schal 
enquerc, and scnde you word as hastely as I can. I have not 
spoken with John Maryot yet, but I schall speke with hym 
within this iij. dayes and sende you worde. &c. 

Fcrthermore, sir^ like you to remembrc the lees of the 
maner of Sporle ; your fermours goth out at Michelmes n^it 
comyng, Henry Halman wolde have it for his sones, and if 
be schulde have it he wolde wete at this tyme, be cauce he 
wolde somcrlay* and tylle the londe, otherwise then it is; it 
were tymc to lete it^ wo so ever schulde have it. Henry woll 
gcve for it but xxIL ; wherfor, if ye wol that he have it, plese 
you to scnde word how we schal do with all, &c. Almyghty 
Godde spede you in all youre maters, and sende you hastely 
a goode cnde in hem. Wrctcn at Castrc on Friday next after 
Ester ne Day. 

Your own Scrvaunt, Ric. C, 

■ WilliBui Puton. 

s HalLiwdJ girea lh« «xpresa!cm *lo &ijmm«rlind a ground' which ia mcd in 
Suffolk, meaning to ]iy it W\ow 9 year. For this he refcn to Ray- 
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[WILLIAM PASTON] TO SIR JOHN PASTON* 

To my right worshipfuU neviw^ Sir John Pastoa, 
knyghL 

MYNE suster.^ Arblastcr '^ and 1 have apoyntyd that we 1467 
chalJ kepe no howsold this terme,* but go to bordc ; i^ftii.(f) 
wer for we avyse zow to purvay for us a logyng ner 
a bowt my lord Chansclcr that be honest, for Arblastcr will 
non odcr. 

Item, as for zow, we avyae zow in any wyse gctc zowr 
chamer assynyd with in my Lordis place, and getc chamcr a 
lone iff ze may, that Arblastcr and 1 may have a bed thcr in 
ziffit fortune tis to be late ther with zow. 

Item, take hed to get suyrtees for the pore men that come 
up and that they may be sent horn a zen forthe with with owt 
taryyng, and take avysc 30 that the proses may so go forthe 
that they may be qwett at the next assyssys ; take avysc of 
Townysend. 

As for Yelverton, fynd the menys that he speke not with 
my Lord till we come. 

Iff any labore be mad to my Lord to asyne men to here 
the mater indcffercntly, make laborc to my Lord that the men 
be nat namyd till wc come, for wc can inffurmc hym sochc as 
be parciall be ther dcdis here afFore, qwcchc pcraventure my 
Lord wold thynk wer indefFerent i now till he be infurmyd \ 
it may be answerid be my Lord that he will nat prosede no 

> [Add. vi$. 3ii597ir 8'1 Thiiii not ei fomtft] ktter but i ict of tncmorandi on 
a lon£ >lip oi paper, II is ia the hiLnd^iiEing vf WilJiam Pailoo, eon gf chc 
Judge, ind «ddr«ied lo hi» nfphc^v, Sir John. The date may be about April i4$7> 
Ste No. 663. 

' Tbja must b* bin broihfir John^B widow^ Margirci, fi\iQ wu in Lonilon in the 
ipringof 1467. Set No. 662, p- 271. 

^ Jamvi Arblaeterf a conlidEiitiaL Friend of the funily. 

* £iisttr teim began oq. tbc 1 stb April in t^il* 
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1+67 fertticr in the mater till Arblasters comyng and myn for ^^M 
^^u-ii) can best infjrmc the mater. ^^ 

Itcnij send a letter to Richard Kallc and to Sir Jamys 
L Gloys to come up to London in any wyse. For ther is no 

H mui can do in dyvers materis that they can do in answeryng 

H suche mater as Zelverton wyll ley a zen zow. And also they 

H can best male the bill that ze schuld put a zens hem ; and ther 

H for remembre, 

H Item, wrythc a letter to rayn suster for the C. marcs ^Q^| 

B my Lady Soffolk, for we have no verry dyrect answer of her" 

H wcdcr sche wyll send it ar nat. 

■ Item, speke to zowr atorney in the Kyngis bcnche that he 
H take hed to all maner indytamentis both old and new and I^H 

■ all oder materis chat hangyng ther, ^^ 
H Item, do Pampyng comyn with owr spcrituall conccU suchc 
W mater as ncdyn ther. And have ncwc wrctyn the attcstacion 

L that lakkyn. The same man that wrott the oder may wrythe 

■ that. For Zelverton mad gret avawnt that ye schuld be 
hyndrid in that. 

Wrythe a letter to myn nevew John xonger to come up 
prove the wyll. 

Speke with Sir Gilbcrd Debenham qwill he is in cownt 
Icvc Lipcr Cotton. 
, Item, Zelverton, Howys and Worcctcr make mcche 

wc have put them owt off" possescyon of the lend ; qwcch) 
they sey is contrary to my Lord Chansekr comandcment, an^n 
in trowth Sir Jamys and Calle meche spokyn to the tenantis)^| 
my lordys name; For Zelverton ihyrketh that he may no^^ 
brekc the trcte. Qwcr for^ take a vyse her in oF M' TrcshaiB 
and of Master Staneley, and informc my Lord how my broder^ 
qwas all way in possescion till he was put owt for the mater of 
bondage, and how ze fynd the colage, and qwat an hurt it wer 
to zow in noyse off centre iff any oder man schuld now rcccyve 
any proffitis off the londis. They will labor that indeffer«at 
men schuld receyve, and that wer nat good. My Lord may 
say that he will end the mater^ but as for the possescyon, he 
wUl nat put zow owt. Labor thL3 in all hast poaible. 

^ John Puton, ton of the judge- Dead in t^6^. 
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I pray jrow send me an answer of a!l such thyngia as I467 
requirith an answcrc in this contre, for Arblaater purpoacth ^p^^lIO 
to be with yow on Sonday sevcnygth and I purpose to be 
with yow ij. dayes afore. 
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SIR JOHN PASTON TO JOHN PASTON* 

MY hand was hurte at the torney at Ehham upon 
Wednesday last, I would that you had been there 
and seen it, for it was the goodliest sight that was 
scnc in Inglandc this forty yearcs of so fcwe men. There was 
upon the one side, within, the KiiigCj my Lord Scalles, mysclfc, 
and Sellcngcr; and without, my Lord Chambcrlyn, Sir John 
Woodvyle, Sir Thomas Mountgomcry, and John Aparre, &c. 
By your brother, 

John Pasto^j, Mil. 

666 

JOHN PASTON TO SIR JOHN PASTON' 

SYR, plesyth yow to weet that my modyr and I comonyd 
this day with Freyr Mowght to undyrstand what hya 
scying shall be in the coort when he cometh up to 
London, whcchc is in this wysc: — He scyth at sychc tyme as 
he had shrevyn Master BrakJey, and howayLyd hym bothc, he 
let hym wet that he was enformyd by dyvers personys that the 
seyd Master Braldey owt for to be in gret consyens for syche 
thyngys as he had doone and seyd, and causyd my fadyr, 
whom God aaoyle, for to do and seye also, in proving of Sir 

^ ThU cKtract from n ktter of Sir John Pa&Lon to hla brother ii qvioicd ja Sond- 
ford*! ua. Gtnfilogy of ttic PasWD fmntly^ aud !s hrrc icpniLird from Mr. 
Wonhip^s dtnlctr on that genealogy in (he Nwfo^ Archievhgy. T hv ongiaal Icnrr I 
hare not been able [o And. The (Dumimcrii hrK referred to probably toolt place 
■hortlTaficr Easter. The nmC Icticr ia cvulcnily wriiicn jn rtpjy to (his. 

' [Fram Feftn^ iv. ]3D.J Thii letter appears by the coments tt> have been wiinen 
more than a week afier Easier. The year niubt be i^C-j, ai the dlspulf widi YeJ- 
vtnon EoachJQE Sir John FattolTi wllJ seeme lo hare come (o an end before ihc 
Janoar)' following {ttt No- 6I0}. In 14^7 EaHtcr Day fell on 39th March. 
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John Fastolfys wyU. To whom the seyd Mastyr Brakley 
answerd thus agayre : ' 1 am ryght glad that it comyth to 
yow in mynd for to mcvc mc with thys mater in dyschargyrg 
of my consycns aycnst God/ scyltig fcrthcr mor to the scjd 
Frcyr Mowght, be the wcy that hys sowlc shold to, that the 
wyll that my fidyr put into the coort was as vcryly Syr John 
Fastolfys wyll as it was trew that he shold onys dcyc. Thii 
was seyd on the Sonday when the seyd Braldcy wend to have 
deyid then. On the Monday he revyvyd a yen, and was well 
amendyd tyll on the Wednysday, and on the Wednysday he 
sekyncd a yen, supposyng to have dycyd forthe with. And 
in hys sykncs he calJyd Freyr Mowght, whychc was confessor 
on to hym, of hys ownc mosyon, seyrg on to hym in thys 
wysc : — *Syr, wher as of your owne mosyon ye mevyd mc 
the last day to tell you aftyr my consyens of Sir John FastoIM 
wyll lyek wyse as I knew, and row of myn ownc mocyon^ and 
in dischargyng of my sowlc, for I know well that I may noi 
askape, but that I must dye in hast, wharfor I dcsyr you ihzi 
wyll report after my dcChc, that 1 took it upon my sowlc at 
my dying that that wyl! that John Paston put in to be proryd 
was Syr John Fastolfys wyll/ And the seyd Braklcy dyid the 
same Wcdncsdayc. 

And wher as ye wold have had Rychard Calle to yow a£ 
on Sonday last past, it was thys Twyisday or 1 had your Icttyr; 
and wher as it plesyth yow for to wyshc mc at Eltam, at the 
tornay, for the good syth that was dier, by trowththc I had 
lever se yow onys in Caster Hall then to se as many Kyngi 
tornay as myght be betwyx Eltam and London- 



And, syr, whar as it lyckyth yow to desj-ir to have knon^l 
! how that I have don with the Lady Boleyn/ by my feythe 

i 



I have don nor spolcyn nowghl in that mater, nor not wyll 
tyll tymc that ye com hom, and ye com not thys vij. yer. Ni 
withstandyng, the Lady Boleyn was in Norwychc in the w< 
aftyr Estcrn, fro the ^terday tyll the Wednysday, and He; 
dons wyfe' and Mastras Atys' bothe, and 1 was at Caster, 
and wyst not of it. Hyr men seyd that she had non othyr 



' Stt Noie At p. 170. ' Anne, KconJ daughtet of Sir Gcofffrj Boleyn. 

' Tbird Jaugbfcr of Sir GtoJicy BvJcyiL 
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erend to the towne but for to sport hyr; bot so God help mc, 
I suppose that she wend I wold have ber in Norwychc for to 
have sen hyr dowghter, 1 beseche yow with all my hart hye 
yow horn, thow ye shold tery but a day; for 1 promyse yow 
your folk thynlc thac ye have forgetyn hem, and the most 
part of them must dcprt at Whytsontyd at the fcrthcst, they 
wyll no Icngcr abyd. And as for R. Callc, we can not get 
half a quarter the moiiy that we pay for the bare housold, 
besyd menys wagys. Daubc nor 1 may no mor with owt 
coynage. Your, J. Paston. 



1467 
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ABSTRACT' 

•Bill iodeoied ' [ May, 7 Edw- it,, between Sir John Paiton and Thomaa 
Lomnor, wherrb^ ihc laLier bpIIb 10 the formEr an ambling horsr 'upon thia 
conditTOD, that if the marriage bvtwiKt the Lord Ch^rletr son lad heir to the 
Duke of BurEon, and the Lady Margaret, *utcr to our SoTcrcign Lord th< 
King* lake ertect wilhin two yeaifi^ Sir .lohn agrees to pay 6 marltB for tbc 
horae on the dty of the msm^ge ; but if it do not ti\Lc elTect within Ebai 
period he will pay only ^o ehilliDga. 

[Tbere U a modjm copy of this document in the HenMs^ College, in thr callH- 
lion eallcd Broake'i AspihgiOj vol. i. f. 47, where a draning i< given of Sir John 
Patton'a Kx\f whieh sremt to have been aitachrd to it vrhen tht tnnfleript vru made. 
1[ hofi been aince removed at loine time or otber^] 
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THE DUKE OF NORFOLK TO SIR JOHN HOWARD* 

The Doc of Norffolk, 

RYGTH trusty and enteerly beloved cousyn I comaundc mat i8 
me to you with all myn herte. And lyke it you to 
wcte that God hath vysct me with grete infirmitc and 
disseasc^ whcrthurgh I neythcr can nor may at this season and 

\ [From JJ3. PhilHppi, 5735, No. 191.] 

fa 



' [Add- MS. 24,8^9, f- 5?i.] The famoui tournament between Lord Scain uid 
' Biuiard of Burgundy t< 
S*c Excnfia H'utmca, 176 



the Biuiard of Burgundy took pUc^e at SmiihAeld an ihe iirh and i^ih June 14A7- 
Thi4 nai 



paper is Fririenily a copy of iFic original letter. 
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I467 comynge of the Bastard of Bui^yne attcndc to th'execucion 
"AT 18 off myn offycc, as my wyll and ducte were to> in myn ownc 
personc, Wherfor of vcrray neccssite I must depute suche a 
person in all goodly hast to ocupye as my deputcc and to have 
my full power undcre me at that season as is bothe of byrthe 
honorable and one all other wyse lykly. How be it that of 
long tyme contynnuynge I have ben enured of your stedfaste 
and preved fcythful good cosyngns^ and tcndyrncsse to me 
shewed unf*^ned to my gret refute' and hertcs case at all 
seasons. Wichc emboldcth me to call uppon you now ; and 
also remembrynge the honour of the onycc doyngc and the 
ncighncsse of blodc that ye be of to me, I thenke no person 
so convenable to ocupye in myn absence as you. For myn 
excuse, therforc, I spccyally pray you, as my feythfull tniste is 
holy in you, to take the labour uppon you and to do theryn be 
your discrecion to the most honour of the kyngc, the realme, 
and be lyke as I am asured that ye can and wyll, puttyngc 
you in surete that I wull become tributary to your costes and 
charges in that behalve. And as for all suche duteis as schall 
belongc to me at that tyme by reason of myn oflFycc, I gyff 
theme you for parcell of your said costes; and at such tyme 
as ye and I and myn counscll mete next ye schal not fayle to 
be agrcid with, to your pleasure for the residue* by Goddis 
grace, Wichc ever preserve you. And, cousyn, I scnde you 
be the bercr herof the double of this Icttre, praying that ye 
will subscribe it with your owne hande and send it me a geyn 
be hym. Wrytcn under my signet the xviij- day of May, 

T'o my rigtk trusty and rigth enUerly beltivyd cousyn^ 
Sir John Howard^ knygth. 

And this letter is assigned with my lordes own hande. 

^ Sic ia U9- 
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H * [Add. H%. )^3?9,r. 6i. 
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^B name * Alford* written apposite. ^^^^^^H 


^M * Oppu^re th'ih name is wiiLicn ' Wil ' in the miigin. ^^^^^| 


B 
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JAMES GRKSHAM TO SIMON DAMME" 



T'o my worshijp/ull cosyn^ Symond Damm^j [at] Lyncobi Inne, 
at London^ \be\ this defyvcred^ 

"467(0 T3 I^^^ worshipfull sir, and as in my trost my vcray 
juLT 1 rV special] good maister, I recomande me to you ^di 
'^ al the servyce I can and may, Lyke it you to wytte 

that I have do my bysyncs to enquere for suyche dedcs as ye 
wrot for on to me, and, so God me hclpe, I can not wytte 
where I shuld spede to have ony suyche dedcs. I spak to a 
persone that is your good lover, the whiche tolde mc that ther 
was a eret plee bytwene my Lord of Suffolk and Sir John 
Fastolffor the maner of Drayton, for whiche matier William 
Wysetre was sent to enquere for cvydcncez touchyng the 
Pooles lyvelond in suyche places as thei were lords of in thrir 

^ Oppoiilc this name ii wnttea * chid * in tfac maigin- 

* [From Pailon hs^.^ fi.M,] Ai tfaii letter hu reterenc« to the disputn bcEwnn 
the DiUcf of Suffolk and the Pkiton famiJ^ about Dra^n, it might be nippovd to 
have been written about the jt^ 1+^+1 but that the entire abience of anj mention of 
John Paiton the ^ther maJcta it probable that the true date is aJter his death. It ii 
tfaenfon not onlikely Co be of the same year as No. 671^ in which Matg^m Putoo 
mention! the probability of Helleidon being taken again out of their hands, and d» 
desires an aniwer to a tetter that the had sent to her son. Sir John, ' by Janet Gmham's 
man/ 
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dayes. And the scid Wysctrc fonde cvydenccz that touched "4^7(0 
a maner called Mundham maner, sum tyme longyng to the J"Lri 
Pooles that were owenners of Drayton, the whiche evydcnces 
eased meche Sir John Fastolf ; but the seid persone that en- 
fourmcd mc of this can not telle the armes, nc what cvydenccz 
tho shuld be in ccrtcyti, aavyng he thynkyih indoubted that 
William Worcetre shuld not be unrcmcmbrcd of this. Whcr- 
fore it is thought to the same persore that enfourmed itie of 
this and by me also, that it shuld be expedyent for you to 
comune of this maiier by your wysdam with the same William 
Wysetrc, now beyng at London, for he by lyklyhod can telle 
you a certeynte. And as touchyng my niaistcr, Sir Thomas 
Mongomcry, I trost veryly that he nothyr hath nc shall have 
cause of grudger by my dcfaut, for i can not understond ony 
cause of grudger i for ever whannc my cosyn Damme ^ hath 
spoken with my seid maisters attourne to have knowelage by 
writyng of what thyng shuld be the cause of callyng on you, 
he atiswerith that my maister, W. Paston, hath a bille therof, 
but my cosyn can non gctc- Wherfor I dcmc that the seid 
attourne mcncth not wccL I cntcndc noon other but in aJs 
meche as in me is to sc your indempnyte with the grace of 
God, who ever mote be your guyde and protector. Wretyn 
at Norwich the ij. day of Juylle. 

Your servaunt in that he can and may 
to his powar, 

Ij James Gresham. 



Cosyn, an noon after this was wretyn, had I krowclagc of 
the massageris comyng to London bcrar of this, and 1 had 
thought to have wretyn the letter above wretyn newe, by 
cause of the foule wrytyng and inccrlynyeng, but now 1 lakke 
Icyser. Wherfor I pray you understond the pyth of my seid 
wrytytig, andcnfourmcmyscid maister Sir John P. of the same, 
for I wold faync do that shulde please hym, &c. And the 

* Ab It appcon by tte pattacript (hat (his letter wai hiuTLcdly d»pa(chcJ/**e may 
pcrhapB preiumc that it iTiiB intended in (he tint inatanct for Sir Jofin Pulon, but 
that ai ' mj- cousin Damme ' requirfd to be infarmed of (he eanie partJculan, U wai 
afiterwardi oddreucd to him, with inxruccioai to coininuniciic (he contents to Sir 
Johfl. 
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l4S7C0pci'sonc that cnfourmcd mc dar not be a loiowc of his name," 
J^^* = nc he wold not it shuld be undcrstond to them that be of 
counscll ageyn my maister. It was the parson of Hcylesdon, 
&c. More over, as I have wretyn to you of Utc, Palmer, 
undershirevc of Norfiblk, hath sent his letter to his depute lo 
acomplyssh our entent for Chyldes matter as ye and I were 
accordet- This told Wykes me for verray certcyn, &c., the 
ij. day of Juylle, 

On the bAtk of this Icliei arc Bomc icribblingi In violbf h>Ad, ni. ^^Pim, t 
pirtial copy of the ftddrciS; Kctmd, ilic name ' JobD Dodc' i thinly the ftjUowiog 
iDKcipCioD,^ Orate pro ioimi Johnnci (jic) dc Boyi amuitger 6t Londoan/ 
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MARGARET PASTON TO SIR JOHN PASTON 
To Sir John PaUon-, Kjiyghi, he this delivered in hasL 

IGRETE you wele, and send you Godds blissyng and myn, 
letyng you wcCc that Blykklyng of Hcylcsdon came fro 
London this wekc, and he is right mcry, and maketh 
his host that with in this fourtnyght at Hcylcsdon shuld be 
bothe new lords and new officers. And also this day wss 
brought me word fro Caystr that Rysyng of Frcton shuld 
have herd scid in diverse places, ther as he was in Suffolk, that 
Faslolf of Coughawe makcth all the strcnght that he may, and 
proposith hym to assaught Caystr, and to cntrc thcr if he miy. 
in samych that it is scyd that he hath a v, score men redy, and 
scndyth dayly aspics to understand what fclesshcp kepe tht 
place. Be whos power, or favour, or supportacion that he 
wuU do this, I knowe not; but ye wotc wele that I have btn 

' [From Fpnn, Lv. 394-] ThJi Iptlcr muil have been wriitpn wm* time afttr Sr 
John Paifon had obrain«l poiwision of Cairt^r by virtue of ihe K.ing'i Karraif d 
the ijih July 1+^6 (No, 641J, and before ihc Duire of Norfollc laid claim 10 it 1^1 
in 1469. Thut the dale is certainly either 1467 or 1468. Bui in the latttr ynr Sir 
JohTi Patton and hi* broihef iwrt both in Flanden at the mirriige of the Prio«« 
Mu-g^eE xo the Duke of Burgundy ^ and Daubency fOuM cot have been vith tfaem, 
ai be "U when thii Eercef ^3b writien, for John PatCon (he youn^T faji he had 1^ 
hint five BhilLicigs by C&lLe'i man. Thus 14&7 appenra lo he the cnly jtax potsible- 
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affrayd ther befor this tymc, whan that 1 had other comfort 
than I have now, and I can not wcle gidc ncr rcwlc sodyours, 
and also thci sec not be a woman as thci shuld aet be a man. 
Therfor I wold ye shidd aend home your brothers^ or eil[cs] 
Dawbcnye, to have a rcwle, and to takyn in such men as wer 
necessary for the saffegard of the place ; for if I wer ther 
wichought I had the mor sadder or wurchepfull pcrsoncs 
aboughl mc, and ther comyn a meny of knavySj and pre- 
vayllcd in ther cntcnt, it shuld be to mc but a vylncy. And 
1 have ben abought my liifelodc to set a rewlc ther in, as I have 
wretyn to you, which is not yet aU performed after myn 
desyre, and I wuld not goo to Caystr till I had don. I wull 
no mor days make ther abowtyn if I may; therfor in any 
wysc send sume body home to kepe the place, and whan that 
I have do and performed that 1 have be gunnc. I shall purpose 
me thederward if 1 shuld do thcr any good, and ell[e3] I had 
lever be thcns. 

I have sent to Nicholas, and such as kepe the place, that 
thei shuld takyn in sume feles [feUows] to assiste and strengh 
them till ye send hame sume orher word, or sume other man 
to govcrnc them that ben thcrin, fiitc- 

I marvayll gretly that ye send me no word how that ye do, 
for your elmysc \encmies\ bcgynne to wax right bold, and that 
puttith your frcnds bothyn in grcCe fere and dought. Therfor 
purvey that thei may have sume comfort, that thei be no more 
discoraged ; for if wc lese our frends, it shall hard in this 
troubclous werd \worl£i'\ to kcte them agcyn. 

The blisaid Trynytc spedc you in your mater, and send 
you the victory of your elmysc* to your hcrts eas and thcr 
confusyon. Wretyn at Norwich, the Saterday next befor 
Relyke Sonday/ in hast, 

1 pray you rcmcmbre wele the maters that 1 wrote to you 



1467 
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for in the letter that ye had be James Greshamcs man, and 



send mc an answer thcr of be the next man that ccmyth, &c, 

Be your moder, 

M. P. 

^ Relic Suiid«y (the third Su&dAy «fctr Mideumnwr Dar) nu the 12th July in 
1+67. 
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DECLARATION OF SIR THOMAS HOWYS> 

E it Icnowen to all men that this present wrytyng ^ull 
rcdc, sec, or hjrc Forasmochc as I undcrsuodc 
nowc late thcr ys a ncwc contiyrcd [Hoccsac conccrs- 
yng the variauncc uppon my majstcr Sr John Fastol/ is testa- 
ment and last will, whos soule God assoyle. made by Sir Joho 
Paston, Knyghtj a.nd his counsell in die seyd Pastors name 
and myne, aycnstc Sir William YclvcrtoD, Knyght, and William 
Worcetter, that is exhibited and putte in my lordys courtc of 
Audience be fore his auditoure, roc unwctyng or asscntyng, 
in the vigille of Scint John Baptistc ; la whcchc proccssc p 
surmyttyd and made mencion that William Worcettcr in his 
owne pereone, and by others in his name, hathe promysed and 
gevyn money to coruptc certayne wytnesse to depose ontreoly 
m a proccssc exhibit in John Pastons lyf tymc by Sir WiUiam 
Yclvcrton, Knyght, the sayd William Wisscttcr aycnstc John 
Paston dcccscd and mc; and whcche witncssc were Stcphan 
Scropc, Squicr, Hichard Fastolf, gcntilman, Thomas Neve, 
gentilman, William Boswell, derlc, John Monke, NichoUis 
Churchc, John Ruggc, John Daunson^ Richard Home, Thomas 
Pykcryng, Harry Clerk, John Tobye, Thomas Hart, Thomas 
Neuton, John Gyrdyng, Thomas Spycer, and others^ (rome 
the moncth of August into the moncth of March, the yox 
of Cryst M*-CCCCbcT., yn Yermouthe, Castre, Frctcnham, 
Bloofcld, Thctford, Brundak, Wroxham, Borough, Soullw- 
toune, Ycrmouthe, Gorleston, Suthcwcrk* Norwych, and Loo- 
don ; so they to be corupted io all the forseyd named touncs 
wyth prayer, price, and money to hem promised and gevyn, be 
syd har expences, her costs, and her labours, to be conducted 
to depose with Sir William Yelverton and William Worcctttf 
partye ayenste the scyd John Paston and mec : 1 the sayd 
Thomas Howys so made partye, and unwetyng and assent- 
yng, a ycnstc the [said] ' Sir WilHam Yelvcrton and WlUiam 

^ [FiDCD a ku, in tbe tovrr orf* Kb^ CoIU OiAiciL] ' Ondtitd ia ml. 
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Worcestre, scy and afiermc for trouth in this matyer to be H^y 
knowcn, that for declaracion of trouth in this proccsse and ivlt ii 
mater, and for the discharge of my conscience and the trewc 
acquictall to my sayd Master Fastolf that puttc me in grcttyst 
charge of hys testament, and for grete remorse I have in my 
soule of the untrewe forgyng and contryvyng certayne testa- 
mentes and last wyll by naked wordes in my sayd Maister 
Fastolf name aftyr he was descsyd ; y, in the name of the 
scyd Sir William Yclverton and William Worcctter, required 
and prayed the sayd above named witnesse and alle other 
wytncsac produced in Sir William Yclvcrton and William 
Wyssettcr name before that tymc, excepte the forsayd Stephan 
Scrope, Esquier, and Richard Fastolf, to come to London^ and 
appere in my lords house of audience before his auditour, and 
there to say, depose, and witnesse the trouthe as they knewc 
in especially in the abscnsc of John Russe^ Sir Robert Cotiler, 
late vycar of Castrc, Robert Botylcr bcyng oute of the chamber 
of Sir John Fastolf, Knyght, there he lay sekc in his mancr of 
Castrc, the Saterdaye next before the seid Sir John Fastolf 
discesyd, namely, from viij. tylle xj. attc belle affbre mydday^ 
and present in other placez, where diverse of the sayd named 
wytncssc and diverse other witnesse sawe ham. And the sayd 
Worcestrc nother promyscd ne yave hem godc, money, nother 
reward, ncythcr rclcssed no dcbtes^ not soo nought payed not 
for har costes, nother dispenses by the wcy comyng to London, 
tarycng, nc rettirnyng a ycn» that lawc and reson wold under- 
atonde the sayd witnesse ought have for har costes and labours^ 
weche was payed by my handes, 1 beyng present dayly and 
cymely diverse tymes most conversacnt at Jermuth wyth 
hem ; and in cspcciall whan they tarycd more than xxiiij. 
daycs in London or they coude be cxamyncd; and 1 knowc 
well the sayd Sir William Yelverton, nouthcr the seyd WiUiam 
Worcestre promysed ne payed no maner money ne godcs 
worthj nouther relessyng har dutes, yf any they axed they 
knowc yt not, as the seyd named witnesse wylle sey and 
certyfye the trouth. And as for ij. witnesse called Bunch 
and Shave, letc hem be cxamynyd^ yf the seyd Sir William 
or William Worcestrc fyrat procured, moved, or excited hem 
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1467 at Yarmouth, or any other place, to come 
pn,f^i in the said maters, or promyscd or payed 



to 



London 
hem ony moneys or 



any man for ham promyscd or payed ; and jf they be of tren^H 
disposicioii, they woll discharge the scyd Sir William Yclvcrton^ 
and WilJiam Worcestre, for thcr was none m especiall but 
I, that labored hem alle to come to London to my lordis 
audience yn the scyd Yelvertons and Worcestrc names ; but I 
pryncipally required them to depose treuly as they knewe, be 
the owte promyse, mede, rcwarde^ or money, yn the discharge 
of my conscience, and for the trouthe of the mater to be 
knowcn to aJl the worldc, as I am redy to prevc, whylc Goc) 
lendcth me lyffe, and yn the same quareU to dye. And I 
evyr sech that 1 understode the scyd John Paston is untrcwc 
dcmenyng in the contryvynge of my Maistcr Fastolf testament 
and Last willc, and was compellyd to appere before my lord yifl 
auditour at Lambyrh, to be sworn arte my ffree will to decIlT^ 
the trouth of my seyd maistcr trcwe testament and last wyll 
bcfor my scyd Lord of Canturbury is auditur of his courte of fl| 
audience^ I nevyr varyed nc held aftyrwyth John Paston, but" 
ajwey have ben stedfast wych the procesGe that I have cn- 
fourmed my Lord of Canterbury, and divers others astates 
also in like wyse have declired to the sayd Sir William 
Yelvcrton and William Worcestrc to proccdc, and soo evyr 
woll be stedfastc. And in witness for trouth^ I selc this 
dcclaracion wyth my signet, and subscrybc it wyth my hand 
and name, in presence of Maister John Prentyse, Sir Edmond 
Hall, John Smyth. John Robynson, Thomas Hoorc, John 
BuUok, and Richard Batilmewe, the xxj*** day of Julc the yer 

of Crist M^^cccc" I)cvij^ 

T. HoWYS, 
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JOHN PASTON TO HIS MOTHERS 

RYGHT worchcpfull modyr, I rccomand mc onto you, 1467(0 
lowly bcscchyng yow of your biyssyng. Plcsyt yow 
to we [jrr] that my brodyr and I be in good hdc, 
blyssyd be God, and all our felawshep ; and as for me I tryst 
to God to , . . yow by Halowmes or wiihin uij. dayes aftyr 
at the fcrthcsr ; at whyche tyme I tryst to fynd the mcnys 
. . . dyscharge yow of syche folk as ye kepe of my brodyrs, 
and that must I do by myn ownc mcnys; for as for my 
brodyr, by my trowthe he 13 not of power to do it ; for this I 
ensure yow, so God hejp mc, he hathe at thys season not a 
pcny in hys purs, nor wotys not wher to get eny. And as for 
Bekham 1 waranr, and ye wyll send the plate whych yc and 1 
comond of for to hcipe to payc hys dcttis^ and for to swe 
forthe for hys jwgcment thys termc, it sholl ncythyr be mor- 
gagyd nor sold- Whcrfor, modyr, I and he bothc bescchc 
yow that yc wyll send hym the plate by Jwdc ; or ellys, so 
God help me, I wot not how he shall do ; for by the feythe 
that I ow to God he lokyth every day to be arestyd, and so I 
wene he sholl^ so God heipe me. Jwde had ned to be sped 
hastyly lest syche arcstys fallc ir the tyme_ And as for my 
Lord of Norffolk> it is promyscd mc to have hys good lord- 
shcp, but I must tery a whyllc, as my Lady told yow, for the 
manerssake. And as for tydyngcs her, so God help, neythyr 
the Kyng nor the Lordis can as yet undyrstand no serteynCe, 
whedyr they shall go togedyr ayen by the werre or not. 
When I here the serteynte L shall send yow word. Ve may 
send mony by Jwdc for my sustyr Annys hood and for the 
tcpct of scrscnct, viljj. a yerd of damask and vs. for sarsenet \ 

* L [Add. us. ^4^1891 f' 19A.] Tb« diE« of ihii letter it di^cule to Ri, but from 
the two broihen being togeiher (which wai rather a rare occurrtncc), and both in 
good health, the iuramer of i+i7 seem* not improbable. (iVi No, ^71.) The date 
must at least he earlier than Nov. 14.69, when Sir John Paiton, u we ahail hertaficr 



Imd, actuallj euBCUted an indenture for the ule of Easi Beckham, 
ifQpMfiiliJCr moreover, that ihia letter can be oF th? yvax 1+A9. 
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1467c?) hyr hood wyll take lij. quarters. No mor for late of leper, 
but 1 pray God send yow your hertis desyir and othyr pore 
folys thers.—Your aone and humbyll servant, 

J. Pastok, 

67+ 

SIR JOHN PASTON TO LORD BEAUCHAMP" 
T6 the Lord Bechampe^ 

AND forasmuch ais I am credibly enformed that my lord 
of Winchcstre hath sent to you desiring that ye shoH 
cnsele dyvcrs writingcs of graunt and relcssc of your 
estat in alls such maners, londes and tenementcs as late werof 
J. Fastolf Icnyght, and wheryn yc togider with other be jointly 
cnfefFed to th' jse of the seid J. Fastolf, I, considering the 
honorable disposition and great sadnessc of ray seid lord of 
Winchcstre which" hath now taken upon [him]* th* admlmstra- 
cion cf testament of the seid J. F,, trusting vcryly that my ^ 
seid lord wol as conscience requireth consider my title andf 
interest in that behalf, praie you right hcrtely that not with- 
stonding any labour or mocion on my part or for me in tyme 
passed made to you to ensele any writyng of graunt or relesae 
of your seid estat to me or to myn use, that ye wol now 
ensele and pcrfourmc the entcnt and desir of my seid lord 
of Winchcstre now made unto you- 

SiR John Paston, k. 

tmdorttdx DomiDUft de fi«ivchtmp. 



* [Add- M>- 35,15'* ^- »5i B.M.] Tbii letter ippanntly wu wrilien in i*Sf, 

probably in Augu&i, y^*X brfare No. 675. Thr orl^naJ ji a coTTFcted drift- 

> Tnii addrrtQ is vriti<Q in the margin, with a n«e b liltJe way beEow : * To myfl 

one]* WylLaro m lyk* forme' 

^ Here occun an intfrJiuMtion of an ipcompLne clauaei * » Icfff of the ufA 

[ivofJ irtJieJ vnt) aad alw therein and- — -,' 
■ Omitted in us. 
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NOTE 

The following h an extract from ■ An Index lo Deedi and Wriimga m the 
Tower, Magdalen College, Oxford'? — 

DaatmmtJ relating ia Norf. and SuffoH, JV*, 47* 

'Thomas Archrep. Cant., WillidmuB EjiiHCopus Winion,, et Johaniici I467 
Beauchamp dominu* de Beauchamp, juxu formam bargani^ «t effecEum ultima ^uo. 18 
roloDtatiB Johaaoifl Fastolf in curia Audicntizt Sec., cooccduat Johanni Paacoo 
joiliti lotum jus in maneriia de Caeire vocaiiB V^ux, BoiomSt et Rrdhams, 
Speasera io Hermgbyj ReggUley, RepE, cuth aliii term in diverBiA vilUt - 
necnoD in mancrio dc Gutoc cum advocationc ccclcBtac dc Hcinford in Sax- 
tJiorp Tocat. LoundhalTi cum alii« tem« in dircroia Tillin, ct id luaDcrlo de 
CaldecoiB ei AlceihoTp. Spiilinge, Habeland, &c., habui. ex feoffamento Rad, 
dom, de Sudley ct diorum. 



Aug- a8- Edw. ly- 7" 
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ABSTRACT ^ 



A erneJ] alip of paper close wiitteo oo both eide> vich accotinu of wages, vjg-. 3 1 
la tite maigin olj one »idc it the name John Bribaiti, with tbc memo: and um^ 
'Thyi wryrynge, made the \\yj^ yere of Kynge Edward the liij^, and in the 
monyth of Novembre, wytncaicz of the wagez that my muter payiih to his 
men.' A blank tccmA 10 have been left below thia at Gr&t, but it waa after- 
ward* filled up in a difTcrcnf hand; * Memorandum that the V yer of Kyng 
Edward the iiij*^ I rekcnyd wyth my niJiater it Sioke ; and on the v- day of 
ApryUe for the ycrys chat I baie be wyth my maBtyr, whcachc thai be at 
Hocke Monday nex: cumyag v' ycr and an haifc; for the whcacbe yeryi I 
have T^Heyvyd at londery tymey* v/i. and iiiji., and ihys (eyd v. day I reuyryd 
of my maetef Vp marcB*' 

On the other oIdc» in the Jirst hand, ib an account extending from the I ith 
April, 5 Edw^ IT. (1465) to the bit day of August, 7 Edw. iv. (1467), of 

?ynients to a female named Rose,^ for wages by < my master/ Eraham and 
borpe- ThcK aums vary from 31. ^. to 8j. 4^.1 at a time ; but there are 
alio two iiemi for presentB made to hrrt tJz. for 4 elh of Holland cloth at 
BJ-/, the dl, ^l. lojrf^, and for a pair of hosen, 12^/. On the 7th Oct. 
6 Edw> iT> ( 1^6(3) it ia said, < My router tolte her for wages at Stote, p.* 



1 [FrGm Puton MSi.jfi.M,] 

* It appears by othvT ietten that Eh« wa« a servant ^ d*velJing before Mrs, Paiti>n'i 



E>te 



VOL- IV.- 




^89 




THE PASTON LETTERS 



677 

NOTE 
The following ii another extract from the Index referred to in No. 675 >— 

1467 ' 1^* CoDceuio Joh. FaitoQ militjs Johanni Dnci Norfolk ct allla nuMfii 

OCT. a ™ TOcad Hemnalea in Cotton in Com*' Sntfl, ac muierii ini de Haynfopd, et 

adTocitionia ecdeuz ejiudctD in Com.' Norff.* habit* ex dono Th. Arcbiepbc* 

Cant, et Willielmi Epitc. WyotMU, com littera attor- ad ddiberaikdnm apitinaai. 

Oct. a. Edw. IV. 7/ 



678 
ABSTRACT* 

PltmOH'or JOKK HuiYVG or BUTNGHaM TO *Lai)t' Pj^toh 

1467 Requcsu ^ber Highneu ' to cooGrm &ome grants of her late huiE>ai>d to him 

or later of l^dat Baa^rngham. WiUkni Swan claim i, Hod has taken tiom him 1 percho 
of ground in breadth near hia (Swan*i] gate, which haa always bem parcel of 
Herlyng*! tenenaent of Grejre'a doriog hia and his fiither'i time. John 
PykmD, too, has made mean to the Abt^ of St. Benet*a to remorc a bovkdaij 
■tOM which ba< Htood there nxty yeara. Fykerrll al<o took the writcr'a horae 
aikd naed it in hti Held without leave, on Friday before the Exaltation of the 
Holy Crou, 6 Edw. iv., which made the beast uotcrriceable dU Faategoog next 
following* Fykerell has also dooe him other iojuriea. 

[Ah this petition refen to the 'FaateEong' or Shrovetide af^r Holy-Rood Day 
6 Edw. IV, 11 a put date, it cannot have oeen drawn up earlier than the jcar 1+&7- 
The manor of Buinghun, in NoHbtk, belonged to the Mauteby family, and cune 
to John Puton by muriage. Thii paper, therefare, wu addreued to hii widew 
Margaret.] 



■ [From Paston ttta., fi.^f.] 
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CECILY DAWNE TO SIR JOHN PASTON * 

To the right wonhipfuU, and with my faithful hert and service 
fall eitiyerly beh-ued gade malsier^ Sir John Paston. 

RIGHT worshipful! Sir, and with my faithful! hcrtc and 1463-7 
service full cnticrly beloved godc maistcr, in my moslc "o*- 3 
humble wyse ] recommiund me unto your goodc 
maistreship. Pleace it the same to wite that I thcnke right 
longe to I have veerey Icnolege of your welfare, the which 
undrestande wil he to me right grete comfort. And that 
causeth me to write unto you as nowe. And also to late you 
wite that I hcrdc rcpcrtc ye shuld be wedded unto a Doughtcr 
of the DuchcL of Somerset, which mater, and I spake with you, 
I couth enforme your maisterahip that were to longe to write 
as nowe. But I shal and do pray God dayly to sende you 
such one unto your worldes make that wil drede and faichfuUy 
unfeyned love you above alle othir erthely creatures. For that 
is most excellent richesse in this worlde^ as 1 suppose. For 
crthcly goodcs bene transsitory, and wedding contynues for 
tcrmc of lyfc, which with some folkc is a fill long termc. 
And therfore. Sir. savyng your displeasir, me semez wedding 
wolde have goode avysement> Moreover, Sir, like it your 
maistership to undirstond that wynter and colde weders drawcth 
negh, and I have hut fcwc clothe?- but of your gift, God thante 
you. Wherefore, Sir, and it like you, I bescch your godc 
maistcrschip that ye will vouchsafe to remcmbrc mc your aer- 
vaunte with some lyverey, such as pleaseth you, ayens this 
wynter, to make me a gown to kepe me from the colde 
wcdders. And that I myght have it and such answare as ye 
pleace in the premisses sette unto me be the bringer herof. 
And I schal contynuwe your oratnx and pore servaunte and 

1 [Add, »s. 34,St!Pi f^ 1 66.] This tetter it aF count not wlicr thia 146^, wbcn 
Sir Jotin PastDT] rcrrived h'ls knighthood, but prabibly belongs io a period befarr his 
^rudonfr rruh Anne Haute, wbo ^rst appcan oa the ttcac in ihc buididci of 1468* 
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1463-7 hcrtdy pray to God for your pro»peritc. Whom I besech have 
NOT. 3 you, Right worshipful Sir, and with my faithful hertc and service 
full entierly beloved godc mudtcr, in His blessed govemauncc 
Writen at Hcllowc the iii**^ Day of Novcmbrc. 

CsctLE Dauhe, 



680 

ABSTRACT* 

1468 Release bv William, B»hopof WinchcBtcr, John, Lord Beaucbarnp, Sir John 

jAU. 1 1 Howard, Sir William Yclvcrtoa, Justice of Lhc Kiog'ft Beoch, Thomas Lytclun, 
Justice of the Common Pleas, William Jeooey, Serjcant-at-LaWt Willuun Pucoot 
Esq., Thomas Howys, cterL, and William Grene, to Sir John PutoD, Kiiigbt,af 
the manors of Castre, tn Flegjie, called Vaux and Boiomi, azxl the luvls in 
Castic called Redham, the manors or tenements io Heryngby called SpenKnaod 
FeDnes, a third part of the manor of Runham, the manor of WyatertoDr called 
Begryles, with a windmill, the manor of Rcppei in Bastevyk, and mctaaffn, 
&c., in Yarmouth ; the lands called Billet in Stokesby and Cattet in Herjngt^, 
&c. ; the manors of Guton in Brandeston, Hejrnferd, the manor of Saxthorpi 
called Loundhalle, with a watcnnill, the manor of Lincolnhallci in Boyton^ kc^ 
in Norfolk ; and the manor called Catdecotes in Frctoo, Soff. ; the manors of 
Akethorp in Lowestoft and Spitlyngges in Gorleston, and lands called Hrrt^ 
lonnd b ^radwell, dec. ; also in the manor of Tichewell, 6cc^, in the hundred 
of Smethedon, Norf> ; and the manor of Hcmpnales in Cotton, and Bnmerylci 
in Naketon, SufT. ; all which the said Bishop and the others had, iat^ aSot of 
the gift of Ralph, Lord Sudcley, Sir William Oldhall, Richard Waller, Esq^ 
Thomas West, Eiq.* WiUiam Wangford, and Nicholas Girlyngton, 
Dated 11th Jan. 7 Edw. m 



■ [MS- in Bodleian Library-] 
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WILLIAM WORCESTER TO MARGARET PASTON» 

TV my ryghi worskypfull maistras^ Margyt PaHon, 

RYGHT worchypfuU maistraa, aftyr dew recomendacion, I468(?) 
please your gode maistrasshyp to wete that I comyncd 
late wyth your entier welbelovyd son. Sir John Paston, 
of the fundacion of my Maister Fascolf Collage mj^ght ben at 
Cambrygge, yn case hyi shall na[ bee at Cascre, nether at Seynt 
Benctts, because that Univcrsytc lyeth necre the cuntrce of 
NorfTolk and Suffolk ; for albc it my Lord of Wynchestr ys 
dispoaed to found a Collage yn Oxford for my seyd maister to 
be prayd for, yhyt wyth moch lessc coat he myght make som 
oihyr memorialle also ynCambrygge, and yt weere of ij. derkys, 
iij, or iiij, scolers, founded at leest wyth the value of gode 
benefices and ryche parsonages, that myght be purschascd the 
advowsons^ wyth moch tesse goodes then lordshyppes or miners 
may ; and 1 fondc your son well disposed to meofc and cxcytc 
my seyd Lord. Also now the Cristmasse wekc next before the 
fcest att London, my Lord Wynchester called me to hym yn 
presence of Sir John, and desyrid hym effectually to be my 
gode wyller ; and maister wold hafe no wordes rchersed on my 
behalf, and he seyd full wellc. Wold Jesu, Maistras, that my 
gode maister that was som tymc your husbond, yn my seyd 
Maister Fastolf lyfe dayes, as he shewed to me> their coude hafc 
founded yn hys hert to hafe trusted and lovyd me as my 
Maister Fastolf dyd, and that he wold not hafe geven credence 
to the malyciouse conrryved talys that Frere Brakley, W, 
Barker, and othyrs ymagyned ontruly, savyng your reverence, 

^ [From FeQn^ iv. 38o>] tt leema probable that th!i letter t*As vTrlttea about the 
bcgitming uf eLc y^u i^^S, As to ihc Eimc ctf ytar, wc may judge by one ciprcsiim 
that it waa cot very Long after ChfLstma^i jutd aa ihc ivHccr congratulaici Marg-iKt 
PutoiL that Calstcr la lo be at hrt commind, wc may with £rc4i probabiUty iuppOK 
the Jatc ca be aboul iht nmc aa (h<it of lb< preceding document. 
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l468(?)of mc. And now yc may opynly ondrestand the sotl 

your 9on Sir John also ; and yhyt for all that I put nevjT my 
Maistcr Fastolf lyfelodc yn trouble, for aUe the unkyndjiesse 
and covetu5e that was shewed me, as 1 hafe declared to the 
bcrer herofT, that I know ye trust wellc, to whom yn thys 
may gcfe credence at thys tymc. 

God amend J. Rusae. I wold he had ben at Irland for oj 
day ys sake. 

Your, W, W. 

And I thank you hertly for my pore woman^ she shuld 
com to you at your commaundmcnt late or rathe, but for 
gclosyc and mysdcmyng of pcpic that hafc me yn grccte 
xwayt ; and yc know welJe, maistras, better ys afrendc unknow 
then knowcn ; the world ys to mysdcmyng and redy to make 
dyvysyon and debate that comyth of an envyouse disposicion. 
And 1 am ryght glad that Castr ys and shall be at your 
comaundment, and yowres yn especialle. A rychc juelle yt ys 
at neede for all the cuntrc yn tymc of wcrrc ; and my Maistcr F. 
wold rather he had nevyr byldcd yt then hyt shuld be yn the 
gouvernaunce of eny sovercyn that wolc opprcsac the cuntrcc. 
And I fyndc the rdygyoux of Scynt Benetts full unkynde toke 
away a chambre, the elder Abbot had put me yn possessyon 
for my solace, when 1 mj-zt com thedr and dcsport me, and 
toke that chambrc to Maistcr John Smyth, that Sir Thomas 
Howys scyd to mc, was none holaom counccllcr yn the rcfor- 
macion of the last testament made but ij. executors to hafc the 
rule allone. I wold he had nevyr medlcd of yt, that counccU 
made moch trouble. I pray you kepe thys letter close to your 
sylf, as I trust you and Sir Jamys, and also yn R, Toly that I 
undrestand hym close and just. ^J 

I had no tyme to speke withyn now late, when 1 was buli^H 
one day at Norwych. W, Barker sclaundrcd mc yn ccrtcyn 
maters of gode to the some of v*^ mark that Reynold Harneys 
shuld kepe and take me half Wold Jcsu B[a]rk€r had scyd 
true, hyt myzt hafe do mc moch gode ! And, Maistros, as I 
dar desyre you, 1 pray you recomaund me to my best majstras, 
your moder Agnes, for she favorucd me and dyd me grete 
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cherytcc, to be the better disposed Co hyr son, Maistcr John, I468C?) 
and by my soule yt made me the hertyer to safe the lyfelodc 
fro trouble or from claymes, as 1 support me to alle ihe world, 
I put nevyr maner ne lyfelode of my Maister Fastolf yn trouble, 
nc entitled no crettiir to na place, and ye may speke wyth hyr 
hcrof when ye be allonc. 
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HUGH FENN TO SiR JOHN PASTON» 
'To the right wftrcheffuU Sir John Pasion, Knygkt. 

IGHT worchcpfuU sir, 1 rccommand mc to you. Like 1468 
you wete a distrcssc was take in Caster by Thomas (^"'^ '^] 
Pekok, 1 trowe your servant^ a besy man, called of a 
full true sowle, John Hadyret of Haryngby, a pore man his 
plow hath loyn ever sith, he seith ; I understonde it is for Gates 
tandcs. I sent my clerk to my mastresse, your moder, and the 
seid John with hym thcrfor ; and my mastresse wold hym 
come agcyn a nothcr day, for Pccok was not thannc at home ; 
so he ded, and can not have it. as he seith, but that ye wold 1 
shuld speke with you at Castr therof, and or other maters he 
tolde me this day. And by cause of my moders yereday 
holden this day, God have hir sowlc, and to morwe shal be a 
good day, I wol by Goddes grace dispose mc to His mercy 
agcyna Thursday, as I have used ; thcrfor I pray you pardon 
my comyng. In the wekc after Ester, I cntend to se you and 
my seid mastresse certeynjy ; it is loongsethlsyhir, me scmeth. 
And if ye be not thanne at Castp, I pray you send me worde 
that 1 may come soner to you to comon with you in this mater, 
and in all other what ye wil, and sone departe to London fro 
thens; and thcrfor I wil abide with you a good while. 



This letter vm written on iht Tundiy hrfort Etiter, 
u- r4.6B, ij. ifter tbt otfacr exrculon of Fa&tolf Kact rclfiiB«d to Sir 



^ fFiom Fmn, iv. 19a-] 
probably m the yeu- 

John Pa.-^Ccin. Thr date could hardly be laier than r^^^ wben Sir John waa driven 
out of Caistet hj the Duke of Norfolk ; and in 1^69 he doa not »erD to havr been 
tciiding ihtn about E4utcr. 
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146% Sir, as to Catts ye be remembrcd what I seid to you at 

[atul is] London at ij. tymes, I am the same man ; I have sttb I aun 
gcten th'cvidcnccs in to myn handes, and I am redy to shewc 
them what Icrncd man her that ye wol assigne. The mater is 
der to my thynkyng. Titleshalc that solde it to Sir J, Fastolf 
m^ht as weic a solde hym your lande or myn ; and if the sak 
be lawfull, I shal kve my hands at the first as I said at London. 
The diatressc to be kept for that, I flrisse it nede not, and it 
was unlawfully taken. Like it you to do delyvere the pore 
man his goods agcyn, I am redy to answer you for elde and 
new as right woh I shal breke no day to be assigned, for to 
leve all other thyngs. 

By the blissed Lady I beleve that yc wol dispose you vrek, 
and so I pray God ye do, and have you in His blissed gover- 
naunce. Wrctyn at the hedc town of NoriFolk this Tuysday* 
Your owen, H, atte Fenne, 
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EDWARD IV, TO SIR JOHN PASTON » 

To our trustf and welbelovcd Sir John Pastonj Knight. 

By the Kino. 

om 18 rr^RUSTY and wclbelovcd, we greet yow well. And 
I where it is accorded betwixt us and our cozen the 
Duke of Burgundye that he shall wedde our dcrrcst 
sister^ Margaret, and that in shorte while we intende to scnde 
her into the parts of Flanders for the accom^shment and 
solempnizacion of the marriage so concluded; at the which 
time it behoveth her to be accompanied with great nobility of 
this realmc> for the honour thereof, of us and our said sister : 
We therefore, welc understanding and remembering the good 

1 Thii tetter ii reprinted fn>m Mr. Wortbip^A uticte oa Sandfbnl^i geoealogj of 
the Pztton familj la the Ntrf$li JrcAje^Ugjf. Tht ohginol wu tnascnbed bj Saod- 
fonl, but i> Dot now to be found. Mutant, uner of Edvnid it,, wm nurrinl to 
Chailes the Bold, Duke of Buigundj-, ni Bnigc^ oq the jnl Jutj 1461. 
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affection ye bere towards us all, our pleasure is, and our said 1468 
sister^ whercupoa we greatly trust, desire and pray yow right *f*J^ '^ 
effectuously that, every excuse or dclaye laidc apartc, ye will 
dispose yourselfe to the saide intent and purpose against the 
first day of June next comJngc, according to your honour and 
, dcgrcc> and that yc failc not so to doc, as wc singularly trust 
H yow, and as yc intend to do us justys, plees'^ Yeven under 
" our signet at our mannor of Greenwich, the xviij, day of 
ApriD, 

k 

H^ To my rygkl reverenJ and worchepfuli modyr, Margaret Fusion^ 
^B dwellyng at Caster, ie thys ddyvcryed in haU^ 

RYTH reverend and worchepfuU modyr, I recomaund J"ly s 
me on to you as humbylJy as T can ihynlc, desyryng 
■ most hcrtly to her of your welfare and Herts esc, 

whychc 1 pray God send yow as hastyly as my hcrt can 
thynkp Pies yt yow to wctc, that at the makyng of thya 
byll, my brodyr and I, and all our felawshep, wer in good 
hellc, blyssyd be Godn As for the gydyng her in thys contre, 
it is as worchepfull as all the world can devyse it, and ther 
wer never Englyshe men had so good cher owt of Inglong 
H that ever I herd of. 

As for tydyngs her, but if it be of the feat, I can non send 
yow; savyng my Lady Margaret" was maryd on Sonday* last 
pastt at a towne that is callyd the Dame, itj. myle owt of 
Brugys, at v, of the dole in Che mornyng; and sche was browt 
the same day to Bruggys to hyr dener; and ther sche was 

I So, as ptiatcd in the Nerfoli ArrAM/hgy. 

' [From Fcnn, ii- a,] Aa this Jtttcr givft an accoqnt ot the marriage of ihc 
Princ^i M'irgarrt to CharJcE, Duk? of fiurgiuuly, there it no iloubt of the ym ia 
which it was Tritipn. 

* MargftTct, ««cf ot King Edwaitd tv. * 3rd Jdj, 
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rcccyvyd as worchcpfuily as all the world cowd de 
■vflth prcscssion with ladys and lordys, best bcseyn of cdj 
pepyll, that ever 1 syc or herd of. Many pagcntya wcr 
pleycd in hyr wey in Bryggys to hyr welcoming, the best 
that ever I sye. And the same Sonday my Lord the Bastard,* 
took upon hym to answers xxiiij. fcnyts and gentylmen, with 
in viij- dayes at josCys of pese ; and when that they wer 
answeryd, they Kxiiij. and hym sclve schold torney with olhyr 
xxr. the next day aftyr^ whychc is on Monday next comyng; 
and they that have jostyd with hym into thys day, have ben as 
rychely beseyn^ and hymse!vc also, aa clothe of gold, and syl 
and sylvyr, and goJdsmyths werk, myght mak hem; for 
syche ger, and gold^ and perle, and stanys, they of the Dwki 
coort, neythyr gentylmen nor gentylwomen, they want non; 
for with owt that they have it by wyshys, by my trowthc^ 1 
herd ncvyr of so gret plcntc as thcr is, ^^ 

Thys day my Lord Scalys' justyd with a Lord of thyfH 
centre, but not with Che Bastard; for they mad promyse at 
London that non of them bothe shold never dele with othyr 
in armys; but the Bastard was one of the Lords chat browt 
the Lord Scalys in to the feld, and of mysfortwne an hone 
strake my Lord Bastard on the lege, and hathc hurt hym sq 
aore, that 1 can thynk he shalbc of no power to acomplyshc 
up hys armys; and that is gret pete, for by my trowthc I 
trow God mad never a mor worchepfull knyt. 

And as for the Dwkys coort, as of lords, ladys and geniyl- 
women, knyts, sqwyers, and gentylmen, I hert never of non 
lyck to it, save Kyng Artourys cort. And by my trowthc, 
1 have no wyt nor remcmbrans to wryte to yow, half the 
worchep that is her; but that lakyth, as it comyth to mynd 1 
shall tell yow when I come home, whychc I tryst to God shaJ 
not be long to; for we depart owt of Brygys homward on 
Twysday next comyng, and all folk that cam with my Lady 
of Burgoyn owt of Inglond, except syche as shall abyd her^ 
styll with hyr, whychc I wot well shall be but fcwc. 

> Apthonjr, Count dt b Rocht, (TommAcly nlled the Butud of fiiugimdy,, 
Ttatural ion at Dukt Philip tht Grxid. 

> AnihoDj Woodviilp, Lord Sca\ct, aftcrAHrdi Eirl KinrL 
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We depart the soner, tor the Dwk' hathc word that the 1468 
Frcnshe Kyng^ is purposyd to mak wer upon hym hasCyly, 
and that he is with in liij. or v. dayis jorney of Brugys, and 
the Dwk rydyth on Twysday next comyng, forward to met 
with hym ; God gcve hym good sped, and all hys; for by 
my trowthc they arc the goodJyest fclawshcp the ever 1 cam 
among, and best can behave thetn, and most lyck gentylmen, 

Othyr tydyngs have we non her, but that the Dwkc of 
Somerset/ and all hys bands depertyd welbeseyn owt of 
Brugys a day bcfor that my Lady the Dwches cam thcdyr, 
and they sey her, that he is to Qwen Margaret that was, and 
shal no more come her aycn, nor be holpyn by the Dwk, No 
more; but I bcsechc yow of your blyssyng as lowly as I can, 
whyche 1 besechc yow forget not to geve me ever day onySn 
And, modyr, I beseche yow that ye wolbe good mastras to my 
lytyll man, and to se that he go to scole. 

1 sent my cosyn Dawbency vj. by Callys man, for to bye 
for hym syche ger as he ncdyth; and, modyr, I pray yow thys 
byll may rccomcnd me to my sustyrs bothe, and to the mastyr, 
my cosyn Dawbcncy, Syr Jamys,' Syr John Styllc, and to pray 
hym to be good mastyr to lytyll Jak, and to Icrne hym well; 
and 1 pray yow that thys byll may recomand me to all your 
folkys, and my wellwyllers. And I pray God send yow your 
herts desyr. 

Wretyn at Bruggys the Fryday next aftyr Scynt Thomas. 
Your sonc and humbyll servaunt, 

J. Pastoh, the yonger. 



685 
ABSTRACT* 

GcDtral pardon to William Paaton, bod of the judge, far ofIccc« com- JUt-ir 16 
mitr^ before rhp 1 jth April laav. The grantee U describe hy different 
a/iiutf, aB William Paecon of Loodon, of Caeier, of Norwich, and of Wymond- 
hflm, gcntJcmao* WcBtminetcri 16th July, 8 Edw- JV. Great Sea/ atta:htd. 




■ Charica the Boldf Duke of Butgundy, 
' EdmuDtl BtauforE, Dukr of SaLiLcri^ci. 
* {From Add. Charier 17,1*8, B.M-] 




• Lewis XI. 
* Sir Jamct Gb^i^ 1 prieoc. 
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THE EARL OF OXFORD TO SIR JOHN PASTON' 

Tc Sir John Paston^ Knyght. 

I46S(?) T) IGHT worshipfull, and my espedall true hertid frendc, 
JULY iB r^ I commaunde me un to you, preying you to ordcyne 
■*■ me iij. horssc harncys as godcly as ye and Genyn kan 

devysc, as it were for yourselfe ; and that I may have thyme 
in all hast, ordcrc. Also Skernc saith yc wolde ordcyne ij. 
standards stavys ; this I pray you to remcmbrc, and my wire 
ahalle deliver you silver, — and yit she most borowed it ; vj. or 
vijfi. I wold be stowc on a horssc harncp, and so Skeme tolde 
me I might have. The Lord Hastings had for the same price, 
but I wolde not myne were lik his ; and I trust to God wc 
shalle do right wcllc, who preserve you, Wrrten at Canter- 
bury in hast, the xviij, day of Juyll. 

Ox VN FORD, 
687 

SIR JOHN PASTON TO MRS. ANNE* 

7^ Msstrvsv /bauj, 

1468 TJ YTHE it is so that I may not, as oft as I wold, be thcr 

J*"-'" rC as [u€. where] I might do my message myselflF, myn 

■*■ *- owne fayir Mastresse Annes, I prey yow to accept 

thys byU for my mcssanger to recomand me to yow in my 

' [FioB Fcnn, ii. i&.] Tfac wtiRt of tkukcttr ra TTrmmr'H m t^ Tfrnrtra 
NoTcnbn 146!, ijfti ibouafa > ft tiw * it U rckased, it vi«> ma toog bcf«n be bscftBt ■ 
4ccluvdl vo«mT df Edw«iJ iv. ; vt Bat, ifw the hnef ifUimimji of Hcmj tl a 
I47c> be wv dUjged b> leave tbc kinfdoBL Tbc flatc of cbis letter, theicAMC, b am 
Uch- to be bttr out tbe preaeikt nar, but it An- be ■ veu «r two earfiD. 

^ [FftMB FcDzi. iL x^ Tbe Mn. Ane 'to wbo« tki> kmcr wu vldiOKd 
««tB» *o kaTe bcea a Ma. Aum Huxtc, to vbom Sax Jo^ vai for a Icai^ oae 
eB^afCtl. Tbat it wu trntten bevon Bie Ttv 14^ viU apf«r peobabk on k6t- 
rwf to Ma^iRt Pkitoft « ktter vrittem oa kanr Maadn ( fz4 April} ia tbM jar, 
ia wbkb «ke wwb u to kao« te certwn it hr he cappd; nd w bare ibuAt 
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most feythfuU wyse, as he that faynest of all other desyreth 1468 
to knowe of yowr welfare> whyche I prey God encressc to f^^^ " 
your most plcsurc. 

And, mastrcssc, thow so be that 1 as yet have govyn yow 
hot easy [Le. little] cause to reimembyr mc for Ickc of aqwcyn- 
tacion, yet I bescchc yow, let mc not be forgotyn when yc 
reicyn up all yowr servaunts, to be sett in the nombyr with 
other. 

And I prey yow, Mastressc Annes, for that servyse that 
I owe yow, that in as short cyme as ye goodly may that 1 
myght be assarleynyd of yowr eiitcnt and of your best frends 
in sychc maters as I have brokyn to yow of, whychc bothe 
your and myn ryght trusty frcnda John Lee, or ellys my 
masCresse hys wyff, promysyd bcfor yow and mc at our fyrst 
and last being togedyTj that as sone as they or eythcr of theym 
kncwc your enrent and yocr frcndys that they shold send mc 
woord- And if they so do, I tryst sone aftyr to se yow. 

And now farewell, myn ownc fayir lady, and God gevc 
yow good rc3C, for in fcythc I trow ye be in bed. 

Wrctyn in my wcy homward on Mary Maudelcyn Day at 
mydnyght. Your owne, 

John Paston. 



I 



Mastressc Annes, I am prowd that yc can reed Inglyshc; 
whcrfor I prey yow aqweynt yow with thys my lewd \^uftcouth^ 
hand, for my purpose is that ye shalbc more aqweyntyd with 
it, or ellya it shaJbc aycnst my wyll ; but yet, and when yc 
have red thys byll, I prey yow brenne it or kcpe it secret to 
yoursylff, as my feyihefull trust is in yow, 

little (LitGculry in tefFrriTig if to the ynw i+Al^ when Sir John wu ovFr in Fliadcn it 
ihe marriigf of the Pnnreu Margaret Ir> Charlei of Butgimdy. Mni- Annf appean 
la have been a lady of English eitriction, who wua eiihcr Iwrn ahroad or had fcuird 
moti of hfr life on Ihe Contincnl. She wasj raoteouer^ reJitecS to Lord S«il*a, and 
ii thereforr not unlikely lo have b*fn the daughter of ooe William Haute of' Kent, 
who married nt Calait, in i+39» fhr daughter of a certain Richard Wydevillf. ^5ee 
Exc£rptd Histoftcaj p. 749, J But the could ipcak and even read Hngtiih ^ and Sir 
John, who wai now reiumiTig homewards to England^ det^gncd in thit leEIer Id op«n 
a comBpondrnce nith her. He appears, however, noE to hav deipaiched ii, u the 
original remained among the papers of the Pult>n family i or pise perh«p« it wu re^ 
turned to him on the breaking on of the engagement- 
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THOMAS HOWES TO CARDINAL BOURCHIER" 

fo my mme honorabyl L&rd Cadenallj and 
jfrchibuskop qJ Caumtrhufy, 



(XT. 10 



M 



OSTE 



reverent 
comaund me 



and my ryght good Lord^ I 
to your gracyous Lordshyp yn my 



mostc humble wyse. Please your Lordshyp to vecc^^ 




that my Lord Norffolk counccl] hath now late mevyd Sir 
Wylliam Yelvcrton, Knyght, and me to be prefcrryd for to 
purchassc the maner of CastrCj and certeyn other lordshypps 
that wer my MayaCyr Fastolf, whom God pardon, owt ex- 
cepted the maner of Gunton that yowr Lordshyp desyryth to 
purchasse, and othyr certeyn maners that my Mastyr Fastolf 
frendys hafc desyred to be prcferryd, Aiid be cause the 
pretcns bargayn that John Paston yn hys lyffc surmyttcd, 
bye colour of which he cntcnded to hafc all my Mastyr 
Fastolf londes in Norffolk and Suffolk for nought, savyng 
the hygh reverence of your astate, was not ju3Cc nc trcw; 
and be cause that 1 wyth othyr of my Master Fastolf 
executors may have wher of to dyapospose yn cherytc full 
dedys to do for hys sowie ; I have condescended the rather 
that my seidc Lord of Norffolk shalJ be preferryd to ihe pur- 
chassc of the seydc maner of Castre, and othyr maners that 
may fae sparyd to th"encresse of hys lyfclode yn thys land ; 
and thys covenantys to be engroced upp wythynne shorth 
tyme, as by all Halowaunce, in case yowr Lordshyp be agreed 
and plesyd wyth all ; wher uppon I wold bcseche yowr nobyll 
Lordshyp to lete me wete your good plesur and avice yn thys 
bchalfe. 

And be cause my scyd Lord Norffolk ys so ncrc of Hodc 
to yowr hyghnesse knyghted, that meevyd me to be the more 
wyllyng to condescend to the forseyd purchassc, and so trust- 

' [From Fcnn^ iv. a^S.J 



^ 
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yng your Lordshyp wold be ryght well pleased wyth allc, 1468 
Wrctyti at Norwich the x» day of Octobyr^ anno viij. R. o"- "c* 

Yowr pore chapleyn, T. Howvs, 

689 

ABSTRACT! 

Cina 1468.] Long dcclBratian in Engliali (cm a paper roll) by Thomas 
Howpfl, 'for ihc discharge of his conscipnce/ impugning the authenticity of the 
will nuncupative, ajiid to have been made by Sir J. Fartolf on the day of hii 
dcatb^aixl propouadcd by John Paicon and the said Thomas in opposiiioD to an 
eatlitr will propounded by Sir W. YeiTerton and W, Worcelyr ; conraiping 
detail* intended to pro« that the alleged vill was fabricated by Paiton. 
AmongDl other things, Howes says that at Pafiton^a desire he did, a year before 
FaaTolf 6 death, move Fastoif that PaRtoc might buy three of hia rn;inora and 
live in hii college, ' and the ceyd Fastolff inevyd and pnuyoned grpteJy in hit 
Boule, «yd and iwar by Cryat ys aide*, ** Aod I knewe that Parton wcoldc by 
ony of my lordct or my godes he Bhtilde ne^y: be my fefle, oother mya executor." 
Albeyi he seyde fhai he wolde iuWei that the said Psbfoq for cerme of hya lyt 

^^ >hdl ha^e a loggyrg yn a convenyent place yn the eeyd (naoer of Caitre withoutc 

^K denyancc of oay haryag intrcst ya the sejd maner-' 

^^ ■ 

■ ?fl Main 

i ' 
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ANONYMOUS TO SIR JOHN PASTON" 

To Miiisiyr Syr John Paslon^ Knyght^ at London^ with my Jjirae 
the Anhsbisskop of Torkc^ be this letter delyverid^ 



I 



IRECOMMAND mc unto you. It is toldc me thai the ncr. 28 
man that ye wote of cam ridyng by my Lady Suthfolk and 
by Cotton, which is in grct decay ; and Barnay tolde him 
that Edward Dale tolde hem he durst no lenger serve him of 

' [From a u&, in Magdoltn ColJtge, Oxford.] This AbEtraet is derived from 
Mr. Mocray^E Report an the Munimehis <ti M^dcdEH College, piinted in thr Fourth 
Keport of the Hii&Edrieal mss- Comrniiaion^ 

^ [From Paaton wsh,, B.M-J The rtferencc to tht Eaj] of Pembroke, who wa* 
only 00 created in \i^^l, and who was beheaded in July if^f, Axei the d&te of thia 
lener to the fonner yea*. 
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alc, for it was warnid hym that my L^dy Suffolk ^ woldc 
and whan she shulde enter few men shiJde knowc, it shuldc be 
dososodenly. She tarycth but of tychynges fro London, He 
spak nat with hyr- I pray you speke to my Lorde of Zorkc* 
for the subfTcna in the Chanccri aycn William Paston that he 
take noon hurtc. He dcsyrith to write to yow for it- M 
Lordc of Northfolk men have warnid the tcnantis Co pay yo 
no mony, and thai speke die in the Kyngcs name. Ve may 
tell my Lordc of Yorke that it is open in every mannys 
mouth in this contre the language that my Lorde of 
Yorke and my Lord of Warwik had to my I-orde of 
Norfolk in the Kings chambre, and that my Lorde of 
Yorke saidc, rathir than the londc shuldc go so^ he wo' ' 
com dwell thcr hym sliff. Ye woldc mcrvailc what harts 1 
Lords hath goten, and how this language put peeple in co 
forte. My Lorde of Norffblk answerdc that he woldc spekc 
to my Lady his wiff, and entret hir. And your adversarys 
rehcrce that my Lorde shall never be Chancelecr til this mateer 
be spede,* for ther bargans ar made condiciDnall, to holde and 
nat holde as afftir my Lordc be Chauncclcr and nat> SothwcU 
is all the doar, and he hath saidc that my Lordc of Zorke 
licensid hym to labour in the mateer. My Lorde of Norwich 
shuld by xl, marke of the same lond. Thai entende to have 
man of my Lady of Suthfolks sheryve, and specially Harcort, 
My Lorde coudc nat bilevc it but if [i.r. unless] he hardc ic^ 
how it is rejoysshid in som place that he is nat Chauncelccr. 
Thcr cam 00 man into the contre with a newe patent, saying 
that my Lordc was Chancelcr, and at that was the first patent 
that was scalid sithen he was officeer. The tythandes did 
goode pr^ tsmpon. Ther are witncs labourid, as it is said, to 
witnes and swcre ageyn you of men of 0^/". a yeer, and muiy 
oder men, som that knew never of the mateer nor never hardc 
Sir John FaskolfF spckc ; yc know what jure is in this contre 
in maters that ar favoured by them that ar now ageyn you. It 
is hardc whan a mateer rcstid by jure in this contre, som 

> Alicf, widow of William dp Ja Pole, Duke of Suffolk, 
' Gporgv N^villj Archt^iliop of York. 

' Thp Grpat Seal wa« taken from Arc^bithop NeviH on ihi Vth Juc 
Apparfniljr in i^aS br nas hoping lo be mad? ChancclJor again. 
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same quest that founde you bondeman shall witnesse aj^ctis you. 14^8 
Syr Thomas Howys comyth to London, and if my Lorde of ^*^' *^ 
Zorke wolde entret frendely my Lorde of Ely,^ and get feUh- 
fvlly his promyse that my Lorde of Ely scnde for Hawys, he 
shuldc make Hawys to go home agcyn and Icvc all his fcllowis 
post allot! ; and that my Lorde woIdc cntrct my Lorde Trc- 
saurer, my Lord Pcnbrok,' my Lady Bedford,' and remcmbrc 
the bargan is not yit made, it may be better lettid aflbr than 
afftyr ; and if the mateer spede my Lorde gctith grec worsSipp 
and gret thanke. I doute not he undirstondyth it^ for it is 
well undiratonde what he hath saidc- And pray his Lordcshipp 
to remcmbrc a shercve this yccr, for thcr is mych to be undir- 
atondc in the shcrcvc. And acadc mc wordc if my Lorde 
Pcnbrok be go, and if my Lorde be Chaunceler. Et memo- 
randum, Sir William Terell your testimoniall. Et memoran- 
dum, my Lorde Cardynall to sendc answer to Sir Thomas 
Ho^vys ; and chough my Lorde Cardynall be nat thcr now, 
yit lat Townyscndc make it rcdy ageyns my Lords commyng, 
If Sir Thomas Howys wer handclyd by Maister Trcssam and 
made byleve and put in hope of the moone shone in the water 
and I wot nat wl^t, that such labor wer made that cythir he 
shulde be a pope or els in dyspeyr to be depryved da omni 
benejicio ecdesiasiico for symony, Icchory, perjory, and doubblc 
variable pcvyshncssc, and for admynystryng without auctorytc \ 
and how he promisid bi his fcith to my Lord t'obey his rcwle 
and brak it, and what he hath saide to my lords in this matccr ; 
and if ye recur in the courte, he shall be undo, and this mateer 
tolde hym by my Lorde of Ely and Maister Tresham, halfF in 
game and halff in ernes:, it shulde make hym to departe, for 
Yelvyrton and he ar halfF at variance now_ And cntret my 
Lords scrvaunts Co spcke in your maters to all such personcs 
as ncdc is- And I shall be hastyly with you by the grace of 
Godf whom have yow in kepyng. Writcn on Scynt Simonde 
Day and Jude. 

By your owne. 



William Grcjr, Bishop oFEly, 

» William Hcrbcri, E<r] uf Pnnbfokc. 



■ St€ p»gc 18B, Note 3, 
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SIR JOHN PASTON TO JOHN PASTON 1 

T& my ryghi welhhvyd brother, John Pastort^ Esqer^ ^"g «/ 
Caster^ or to John Dawbcney there^ be thu IctUr delyvcred. 



1468 T^ YGHT wclbelovyd brother, Icomand me toyow^lctyng 
irov- 9 i^ yQ^ ^cf[. [[ig^ I have wagyd for co helpc vow and 
Dawbcney Co kcpc the place at Castr, iiij. wcl assuryd 
and trcw men to do al maner of th/ng what that they be desyryd 
to do, in save gard or cnforcyng of the scyd place ; and raor 
ovyr they be provyd men, and connyng in the werr^ and in 
fetys of armys, and they kan wele schote bothe gonnys and 
crossebowes^ and amende and strj^nge them, and devyse bol- 
wcrkys, or any thyngs that scholdc be a strenkthe to the place ; 
and they wol, as ncde is, kcpc wecchc and warde. They be 
aaddc and wel advyacd men, savyng on of thcm> whychc is 
ballyd, and callyd Wylliam Peny, whyche is as goode a man as 
gothe on the erthe, savyng a iytyll he wol, as I understand, be 
a lytcl copschotyn \high-crtHtd\^ but yit he is no brawler, but 
ful of cortesj^e, meche uppon James Halman ; the other iij_ be 
named Pcryn Sale, John Chapman, Robert Jakys Son, savyng 
that as yit they have non harneysc comyn, but when it komyth 
it schall be sent to yow, and in the meane whyle I pray yo 
and Dawbeney to purvey them some. 

Also a cople of beddys they most nedys have, whyche 
pray vow by the help of my modre to purvey for them, 
that I com home to yow_ Ye schall fyndc them gentylmanly, 
comfortable felawcs^ and that they wol and dare abydc be thcr 
takclyng ; and if ye undrestond that any assawte schold be 
towardys, I sende yow thes men, bccawse that men of the 

* [From Fena, iv. 30*,] The oiigitial ijf diis Jcncr, Fcnn informa u^ wm vriiico 
upon a whole sheet of p*i<rt of wbich a quarter *tis cut away before ilic Jctler wu 
BnUhed, »u that the boitam [ion of it wat osl)' half (lie nldth of the upper. Roger 
Rei; wu mode SberiJf of NorJolk m 14.6X, whigh liiei the date. 
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contre ther about yow ^holde be frayed for fcr of losse of ther 
goods ; wherfor if ther wer any suche thyng towards, I wolde 
ye take of men of the contre but few, and thai they wer well 
assuryd men, for ellys they myght discorage alle the rcmcnant. 

And asfor any wryghtyng fro the Kyng, he hathc promysyd 
that there schall come non ; and if ther do his unwarys [wii^ctit 
hh knQwUdge\^ yowr answer may be thys^ how the Kyng hathe 
seyd, and so to delay them tyll I may have worde, and I achall 
sone purvey a remedy, 

I undcrstond that ye have ben with my Lorde of Norfolke 
now of late. What zc have done I wctc not ; wc sc that he 
shal be her ageyn thys daye, Mor ovyr, I trow John Alfordc 
schall not longe abyde with my Lorde ; I schajl sende yow 
tydyng of other thyngys in haste, with the grace of God, who, 
&c. Wretyn on Wednysday nexte befor Seynt Martyn. 

John Paston- 

I fer that Dawbcney is not aJthcr best 5toryd to contcnew 
howsold longe ; lete hym send me worde in hast, and 1 wyll 
releve hym to my power, and or longe to I hope to be with 
yow, 

Roger Ree is scheryfF of Norfolke, and he schall be good 
jnow, Th'exchetcr I am not yit assertaynyd of. 

Also, that thcs men be at the bcgynnyng entretyd as cor- 
teysly as ye can. 

Also, I pray yow to sende me my flowr ' be the next mas- 
sanger that comyth. 

Also, as for my Lorde Fytz Waters oblygacion, I know non 
suche in myn adward as yit. 

Also, the obiigacion of the BIsshop of Norwychys oblyga- 
cion, I never sye it that I remembre ; whcrfor 1 wolde and prey 
my modrc to loke it up. 

Also, as for the Byble' that the master hath, I wend the 

1 Thi* may m«n flour fw household mt ; at ir may signify hi* (Tow*r, hit device 
of fc^iuitfe. — F. 

^ Thii mii^t rnran som? ui. copy^ for if fhis time there W2% only one printed 
ediiion of rhe Bible, which would have sold evtn fhen for a much greater unm rhar 
ii here mHitioned. I mean *Bihlia Latina Mogunf^ per J. Furt ef P- Schoiffer, 
146 J /-^F- 
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Uttermost pryse had not passyd v, mark, and so I trowc 
wy\ gevc it : wet, 1 pray yow. 

Also, as for Syr Wylliam Barber and Syr WyUiam Faljntc, 
I woldc, if they kan purvey for them selfc^ folfaync be dy*- 

chargyd of thcra. 
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ELIZABETH POYNINGS TO SIR JOHN PASTON' 



To she xL'Qrskipful Sir Jchri Pasron, Knyghi, be thys 
dehcryd in hast. 



I468(r 

EAC 



TW 



ORSHIFFULL and with all myn hcrt intcrly wil- 
bcloved nevoue, I recomaunde me to yow, desyrycg 
to here of your prospente and wilefayr, whidi 1 
pray All tnighti God maynteyn and encrcs to His plesour and 
your herts dcsir, thankyng God of your amcndyng and hclth ; 
forthermorc, certcfying yow that Sir Robert Fenys hath doon 
gretc hurte in the lyvelodc whichc pertcyncd to my husbood 
and me in the Shire of Kent, wherein WiUtam Kene and other 
persones am enfeffid, and gretly troublcth hit, and receyveth 
the issuez and profitcz of gret part of theym. And as of my 
seid husbonds lyvelode, aswell in the same shire as in other 

^ [Prum Fcnn, ir. 166.] EHzaLKth PasEon, at we ltt?c *fcn (No. 174)1 bad 
married Roben Puynmg* hy the beginning of January i4S9- ^^ mu«. bowtrcr^ 
correct a liighi inaccuracy !ii lU« prtliminaiy noic to that Icdcr, ^ihctc U !■ iiaid thai 
by thf year 1470 ihry must havr bfcn married several ycar^i. Their union, in fact, 
Ubied little muje ilian ii%a years; foi Robert Pcyning^ w> hlaln at the Kccnd banlc 
Gt Si. Albany on [he ijih February T461. The InquisLtion pat mortem, lakci) tome 
years aficrwardi (9 and 10 Edw. iv^ No- +9)» gives that day as the dale uf his death. 
Hit ton and helr» Edward, nameif in thli letter (wha was aitenvajda Lord-0cpiity of 
Ireland in the reign of Henry vii.), was probably bom to'vardu the cIok of the ycai 
J459, for he ia rtientioncd at Cbe date of tlie mquiaiiian (irit Jan. 49 and 1 Hen. vi,. 
ie. 1471) at eleven year<i old aLd over. Elitabcth Poyifinp muAt bavt remained a 
widow uime years ; but before 1+72 ihe had married Sir Geoigc Browne of Bvich- 
worth. Surrry. Thi« letter ii certainly of later dite than No. 6:7, for the londi which 
the wai thtn endeavouring to ret-over from the Earl of Kent were now occupied bj 
the Ear! of Hsbri. Xt rmv prrhap^ have bren a yrar or iwa after 146^, but it wd 
pri:>bBbJy not later than I4.69» sa in 1470 Henry vi. wa« mtcred, and E&ftex, being a 
Yorkintt would not hare been bo powerful. The year 14.58 must be a, tolerable 
approximation to t^f irue date. 
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sKire2, besyde myn jounrer, my seid husbodd, whan hede-i468(?) 
partyd towardc the feld of Saint Albons, made and ordcyncd **^^- '5 
his wille, that I shuld have the rewcll of all his lyvclode, and 
of Ed^arde hia soon and myn, and to take the tssuez and 
profitez of the seid lyvelode, to the fyndyng of his and myn 
seid son, to paie his dettez, and to kepe the right and title of 
the same lyvelode, which 1 myght nat accordyng occupie for 
Sir Edwarde Ponyngs, myn aeid husbonds brother; and so 
sith myn seid husbands dcpartyng, I assigned that the acid Sir 
Edwarde for certeyn ycrecz shuld have and take the rcvenucz 
of the maners of Wcstwode, Estwellj Levelond, Horsmondcn, 
Totyndon, Eccles, Staundon, and Combesdon, parcell of the 
seid lyvelode, which arn clerely yerely worth Ixxvj/j. xiijf. iiij^., 
to the entent that the seid Sir Edwarde shuld paye myn 
husbonds dcttcz, for he wold not suffer me to be in rest with- 
out that he myght have a rewcll in the lyvelode; and after 
the seid assignement made, the seid Robert Fencs. contrary to 
Crowth, and withoute cause of right, intcrupted me and the 
seid Sir Edwarde, aswcll of and in the seid maners as of other 
maners undirwretyn ; wher uppon the same Sir Edwarde suet 
unto the Kyngs Highnessc, and hade the Kyngez honorable 
Icttrcs undir his signet, directed to the said Sir Robert Fcnys, 
the tenour whcrof 1 send unto yow herin inclosid ; and as for 
residue of the lyvelode of myn seid husbonds and myn, within 
the same shire of Kent, wherin the said William Kene and 
other am enfcffed, that is to say, the maner of Tyrlyngham, 
Wolverton, Halcon, Newyngton, Bastram, Rokcsley, and 
Northcray, with th'appurCcnaunccz, I of them, by myn seid 
husbonds wille, shuld have residue, and take the issuez and 
profitez of theym, contrarye to right and conciens, takyng 
away my ryght, and brekyng my said husbonds wille, the seid 
Robert Fenys hath doon gret wast and hurte ther, and long 
tym hath take upe the revenuez and profitez of the same, wher 
thorough I have not my ryght, and the seid willc may not be 
performed- 

Wherfor I hertely pray yow that ze will labour unto the 
Kynges Highnes, at yt lyketh hym addres his honorable lettres 
to be directed to the setd Robert Fenys, dischargyng hym 
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1468(?) Utterly of the menununce, occupanon, and receyt of the 
DEt:, 15 rei/eiiuez of the said mariers of Tyrlyngham and other, accord- 
yng to the lenour of the Icttrcs labored by Sir Edwarde^ for 
^^ the mancrs assigned to hym from the Kyngs Highnes, directyd 

^m to the s^inc Robert Fynes, or straytcr if hit may be, aod that 

^M I and myn assigncz may pcasscbic rcjoic thcym; and if cny 
^H person wold attempt to do the contrarye, that a comaunde- 
^M ment, yf it pies the Kyngs Hignes, by hym myght be ycvyn 
^m to my Lorde ChaunceLier to seill wnttyngs sufficiaunt with his 
^H gret seall, iti cydyng and assisting me and myn assignee in 
^H this same. 

^M And as for the mancrs of Esthall, Faukham, Asslic, and 

^M Chelsfeld, with th'appurtenauntez in the seid schire of Kent^ 
^H whereof my hysbond at his departur was seassed, and my son 
^M sethers, unto the tyme that the Erie of Kent^ without eny 
^H inquission or title of right for the Kyng, by colour of the 
^m Kytigts letfres patcntes, efitret into thcym, and hym thcrof put 

^H owte^ and now my Lordc of Essex' occupicth them in !ykc 

^M miner and forme ; yf eny remedy thcrin wilbe hade, 1 pray 
^P yow attempt hit. 

Also, forther more, I hertely pray yow that if eny gcncrall 
pardon be grauntyd, chat I may have on for John Dane my 
servaunt, whom the said Robert Fenys of grct malice hath 
cndytcd of felonyc, and that ze secretly labour this, ajid send 
me an aunswcr in writtyrg in as godly hast as zc may. As 
soon as that may pies yow to send me passcls of coatca and 
expences ze bere and pay for the said causez, I will tniely 
content yow hit of the same, and over that rewarde yow 
to your plessour by the grace of Jesu^ quo have yow in 
His blessed keping, Wrettyn in Suthwcrk the xv** date of 
Decern by r. 

Be your awnt, Elizabeth Ponyncs. 

■ Edmund Grey, Lord Grej of Rutfaia, and Ba.ron Kutingi, who wu crcucd 
Karl of K?nt in i>f65- 

* Hcory, V^Gcount Bourchler, created EkfI oI Eiiseii !n 1461. 
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ABSTRACT 1 

Thb King to Sia RoeuT Fymti 

Comnuiidi^ him not to levy the reots of Wntwode, Estwell, LeTclond, 14^^ 
HomnoDdcn, Totyngdoot Hccles, Stondon, and ComebcMlaae in Kent. 

[Thia w« CTidently the copy of the writ obtained Iqr Sir Edwird Poyningi 
referred to in the preceding letter. Below li written, 'The copie of the tet^ 
mjuyrc endotbd by the Kyngn iwn hindeft.*] 
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SIR GEORGE BROWNE TO JOHN PASTON" 

To my trustf and welteiowyd cosyn^ Jhon Pas^n^ 
EsquyeVy in kasie, 

Loyuwlte Ayme» 

Be zowr hownc 

G. 6 ROW KB. 

Hyt schal ncwyr cum howt for mc, 

1 [From PaMon usa., BJJ.] 

■ [From Fenn^ iv. ido,] Tlie writer of this brief ud enLgrnttical letter was the D«ltC 
Kecond husbind of Ellzabftn Putanp m mentioned in the preliminuy note to Na 691 iinrer- 
preceding. If the John Poatoa, Eiquire, to whom it it addreued he the luM of that . 

name, that is to lay, Elixabeth Paston^i brothrr, the date ii not later than i4£6 ^ but t&ln 
ai it was certainty lome fean later before the writer became connected with the 
Paston» b^ marriagej the person addreised is more probably John Patton the j'oungeit, 
brother of Sir John. The date of this communication, however, is unimportant^ Its 
purport, of which Fenn has luggeited rather a complicated explanation^ appcan to me 
limply a promise of secrecy on lome subject : ' Lttyamtt, ami (ij. Honour bright, mj 
dear irieDd). It shall never come out for me.' 
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